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THE  Author  of  thefe  pofthumous 
difcourfes  was  well  known  in  this 
city,  having  been  engaged  in  the 
paftoral  office  over  a  cjiurch  of  Chrift  herein 
more  than  ten  years- ;  during  which  time 
God  was  pleafed  to  own  him  for  the  con- 
verfion  of  many,  and  for  the  no  fmall  in- 
creafe  and  edification  of  that  hill  of  Zion. 
But  the  wife  Sovereign  of  heaven  and  earth 
faw  fit  to  remove  him  in  the  midft  of  his 
years  and  ufefulnefs ;  which  is  the  more  to 
be  lamented,  as  there  are  fo  few  who,  in 
this  degenerate  age,  appear  fteddy  and  zea¬ 
lous  for  the  truths  and  glory  of  the  bleffed 
Redeemer.  But  nothin  a;  can  be  more  fuit- 

able  on  this  occafion,  than  his  own  words, 
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To  the  Reader. 


in  one  of  thefe  difcourfes “  Chrift’s  caufe 
“  is  in  the  befl  of  bands. '  What !  (hall  the 
4t  gofpel  drop,  becaufeVvfeJee  %  flower  fade, 
“  which  we  thought  would  be  very  ufefuland 
adorning  in  his  church  ?  That  we  may  know 
“  he  is  GOD,  he  will  lay  afide  an  inftru- 
te  ment  we  thought  ready  polifhed  for  the 
work,  and  choofe,  and  fquare  another, 
“  which  (hail  do  equal, .  it  may  be  more 
1‘  fervice.” 


The  deflgn,  however,  of  this  Preface,  is 
not  to  give  $  cbarader  of  the  deceafed ;  to 
attempt  this,  would  be  to  violate  the  will  of 
the  dead  *,  and  anfwer  no  valuable  end  to 
the  living;  but  only  to  inform  the  reader 
of  a  few  particulars,  which  relate  to  the 
publication  of  thefe  Sermons.  And,  in  ju- 
ffice  to  his  memory,  it  is  neceflary  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  tbefe  difcourfes  were  not  prepared 
or  intended  by  himfelf  for  the  prefs.  The 
modefl,  and  perhaps  too  mean  opinion  he 
always  had  of  the  heft  of  his  performances, 
prevented  his  appearing  in  fo  public  a  way 
while  he  lived,  and  his  preparing  for  any 
thing  of  this  kind  after  his  death.  But  it 
being  his  ufual  method  to  write  his  dif¬ 
courfes  down  in  long-hand,  with  what  en¬ 
largements  he  thought  neceflary  on  the  fe- 
vtraf  branches  of  his  fubjed,  this  has  en¬ 
abled  his  Executor  to  colled  the  prefent  vo¬ 
lume.  His  method,  indeed,  was  to  indulge 

a  pre- 

*  See  the  Reverend  Mr  FJulPr,  fermonat  his  funeral,  page  4. 
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a  prefent  freedom  of  thought  when  he  was 
in  his  work,  which,  occaiioned  a  farther  en¬ 
largement  often  upon  his  feveral  heads  of  dif- 
courfe,  than  what  he  had  committed  to  writ¬ 
ing  ;  many  of  which  would  have  doubtlefs 
given  the  ferious  reader  a  greater  fatisfadfion, 
if  they  could  have  been  with  certainty  re¬ 
covered  :  But  that  the  Subfcribcrs  might  be 
affured,  that  thefe  Sermons  are  genuine,  no¬ 
thing  has  been  prepared  for  the  prefs,  but  from 

his  own  hand-writing. 

* 

It  is  apprehended,  that  the  more  nice  and 
critical  reader  may  perhaps  obferve  too  great: 
a  coincidence  of  matter,  or  at  leaf:  -  affinity 
of  thought,  in  fome  of  thefe  difcourfes  j 
which  doubtlefs  had  been  much  more  a- 
voided,  if  the  Author  had  been  the  revifer  j 
but  in  the  prefent  cafe,  all  that  could  be 
done,  was  the  choofing  of  thofe  fubjedis, 
which  appeared  to  be  moft  diftindt  in  the 
main,  and  to  be  drawn  up  with  the  mofl  ful* 
nefs  and  care. 

*  \ 

Another  and  perhaps  the  greateil  difadvan- 
tage  that  thefe  Sermons  will  be  read  with, 
by  thofe  especially  who  attended  his  miniftry, 
is  the  want  of  that  lively  and  graceful  man¬ 
ner,  in  which  they  were  delivered  ;  which  is 
the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  the  language,  in 
which  he  penned  them,  feems  very  much  a- 
dapted  thereto. 


But 
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Eut  notwith  (landing  thefe  things,  it  is 
hoped,  that  thiough  the  divine  bleffing  which 
crowns  every  work,  thefe  Difcourfes,  many 
of  which  were  fo  acceptable  and  beneficial  in 
tneir  delivery,  may  be  of  fome  farther  fer- 
vice  in  their  perufal :  And  if  they  (hall  be 
owned  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  to  the  con- 
verfion,  edification,  or  comfort  of  any,  it  will 
yield  no  fmall  pleafure  to  all  that  have  the 
good  of  fouls  at  heart,  and  efpecially  to  thofe 

that  have  been  at  the  pains  and  care  of  their 
publication.  ,  '* 
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The  exceeding  finfulnefs  of  fin, 


Romans  vii,  13,  $ 

JVcis  then  that  watch  is  good%  made  death  unto 
me?  Goa  forbid.  But  Jin  that  it  might  ap¬ 
pear  Jmy  working  death  in  me  by  that  which 
is  good  ;  that  fin  by  the  commandment  might 
become  exceeding fipf id.  ° 

^WO  things  our  Apoftle  aims  at  in  this 
Cv.'i ; tc x c  j  one  is9  to  fhew  the  ufe  and  ex- 
cellency  of  God’s  eternal  law :  the  other 
is,  to  fet  torch  the  exceeding  malignity  and  venom 
tnere  is  in  man  s  fin.  I  he  law  is  neither  fin  to  the 
oul,  vtr.  7.  nor  death,  as  in  the  verfe  now  read, 
t  is  given  to  prevent  death  :  /  had  net  known  fni 
but  by  the  law.  To  (hew  a  firmer  his  danger  and 
dileale,  that  he  may  be  quickened  to  lode  out  after 
a  cure  :  therefore  as  it  is  holy  and  juft,  fo  it  is  alfo 
good,  ver.  12.  fit  for  him  even  in  his  fallen  circum- 
isances,  and  defigned  of  God  for  h:s  benefit  and 
advantage.  Tnis  is  the  uie  ox  God’s  law.  It  was 


given 
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given  at  firft,  and  it  is  continued  ftill,  for  kind  and 
merciful  purpofes.  But  fuch  is  the  curfed  nature 
and  malignity  of  fin,  that  it  turns  that  which  was 
defigned  for  man’s  good  into  evil  againft  him  ;  it 
fucks  poifon  out  of  honey,  and  makes  that  law 
which  is  given  to  reveal  and  condemn  fin,  an  occa- 
fion  of  fin. — Sin  taking  occafion  by  the  commandment , 
•wrought  in  me  all  manner  of  concupifcence  •,  ver.  8. 
And  in  the  text,  Sin  that  it  might  appear  fin ,  -wrought 
death  in  me ,  by  that  which  is  good.  Thofe  reftraints 
which  God’s  law  lays  upon  corrupt  nature,  make 
it  more  pafiionate  and  rebellious.  This  arifes  not 
From  any  evil  defign  or  tendency  in  the  law  itfelf, 
but  from  the  defperate  wickednefs  which  is  in  man’s 
heart  and  nature.  Should  a  fick  patient  thirft  for  wa¬ 
ter  more  vehemently,  becaufe  the  phyfician  charges 
him  as  he  loves  his  life  to  abftain  from  it ;  this  ar¬ 
gues  the  badnefs  of  the  man’s  diftemper,  not  any 
unfkilfulnefs  in  the  phyfician,  or  the  impropriety  of 
his  prefcriptions.  In  like  manner  is  the  holy  law  of 
God  juftified  from  being  the  caufe  or  means  of 
man’s  fin,  notwithftanding  fin  takes  occafion  by 
the  commandment.  Therefore  the  Apoftle  in  our 
text  lays  all  the  blame  upon  fin  itfelf,  and  not  on 
God’s  law,  and  takes  occafion  from  hence  to  fhew 
the  exceeding  finfulnefs  which  there  is  in  fin,  calling 
it  by  its  own  name,  becaufe  he  can  find  none  other, 
fo  vile  and  expreffive,  to  reprefent  it  by  :  Was  then 
that  which  is  good  made  death  unto  me  ?  God  for¬ 
bid,  &c.  In  difcourfing  upon  thefe  words,  I  (hall 
endeavour,  by  divine  affiftance,  to  do  the  follow¬ 
ing  things  ; 

I.  To  fhew  what  fin  this  is,  which  Paul  fpeaks 
of,  and  wherein  confifts  its  exceeding  finfulnefs. 

II.  How  or  by  what  means  its  exceeding  finful¬ 
nefs  appears;  Sin  by  the  commandment  becomes 
exceeding  fmftd . 

2  III,  Why 
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III.  Why  God  fufFers  the  motions  of  it,  in  fuch 
whom  he  knows  to  be  his  own,  to  be  fo  ex¬ 
ceeding  violent  and  dreadful.  Sin ,  working 
death  in  me  by  that  which  is  good,  that  it  might 
appear  fin. 

IV.  Apply  the  fubjedt. 

I.  What  is  this  fin  which  our  apofile  fpeaks  of, 
and  wherein  does  the  exceeding  finfulnefs  of  it  con- 
fift  ? 

.  As  to  the  fin  itfelf ;  it  is  a  fin  which  is  inward 
m  the  heart,  not  outward  in  the  life,  ver.  i  y.  A 
fin  which  produces  and  gives  being  to  all  other 
fins,  and  gives  ftrength  for  the  performance.  A  fin, 
which  is  all  along  in  the  context  reprefented  as  a  per- 
fon,  called  therefore  Chap.  vi.  6.  the  old  man.  A 
fin  which  dwelleth  in  its ,  ver.  17.  is  ever  nrefenr 
with  us,  ver.  2t.  t»  inherent,  deceitful,  tyrfn'ical 
evil;  ver.  it,  20,  23.  is  ever  prefenting occafion 
of  finning,  and  pufhing  on  the  foul  to  ads  of  fin 
What  can  this  be  but  the  fin  of  our  nature  •,  or  that 
perverfe  bias  and  propenfity  to  fin,  which  is  derived 
down  to  all  and  every  man,  as  a  punilhment  of  the 
firlt  man’s  firft  offence  ?  Therefore  it  is  called  Hello 
ver.  5.  when  we  were  in  the  flejh,  &c.  becaufe  it  comes 
to  .us  with  our  flefh  ;  we  are  fhapen  and  conceived 
m  it ;  by  nature  children  of  wrath ,  before  we  were 

CrPSeu  °f.  oul‘:elves  in  practice  children 
of  difobedience.  This  is  what  the  Apoftle  calls 

by  way  of  eminency.  Sin,  ver.  8.  fin  taking  occafion 
by  the  commandment.  That  fin,  that  great  fin,  that 
leading,  mother  fin,  which  is  filled  in  our  rexC 
linful  fin,  as  having  in  it  the  feeds  of  all  other  fins  • 
and  exceeding ,  or  above  meafure,  ftnful.  Such  is 

the  fin  itfelf;  and  the  exceeding  finfulnefs  of  this 
fin  will  appear,  if  we  confider, 
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1.  That 


i.  That  it  is  a  plague  which  has  infeCted  the 
whole  man.  The  underftanding,  what  is  it  but 
the  feat  of  darknefs,  mifapprehenfion  and  error  ? 
Rom.  iii.  ii.  ‘There  is  none  that  underjlandetb,  there 
is  none  that  feeketh  after  God .  it  is  hard  to  detain 
the  mind  of  man  before  the  Lord.  Ten  thoufand 
vanities  po fiefs  our  thoughts,  and  ileal  away  our 
hearts,  when  we  clofe  our  eyes  upon  the  world,  and 
profefs  to  be  diligently  feeking  after  God.  What 
is  the  will,  but  enmity  ana  rebellion  againft  God  ? 
Ye  will  not  come  unto  me  that  ye  might  have  lifey 
John  v.  40.  Why  is  it  poor  fouls  take  fo  much 
pains  to  fhuc  out  the  ’light,  and  ilirie  the  convic¬ 
tions  of  the  word  ?  but  becaufe  they  love  darknefs 
rather  than  light.  The  affections,  which  are  as 
wings  to  raii£  the  loul  to  Ggd  and  heavenly  things, 
are  turned  quite  downwards,  being  fct  on  things  on 
the  earth.  Confcience  itfelf  is  become  defiled  by 
this  finful  fin,  fo  that  it  neither  witneffes,  reproves, 
or  judges,  according  to  God’s  direction  ;  but  be¬ 
comes  fir  ft  eafy,  then  remits,  next  hardened  and 
feared.  Yea,  our  very  memories  are  drawn  over 
to  the  corrupt  part  ;  like  leaky  veffelv  whatever  is 
good  and  pure  they  let  out,  and  keep  in  little  but 
what  is  filthy,  corrupt  and  evil.  Yea,  thcfe  very 
bodies  of  ours  are  become  vile  bodies,  through  fin 
that  dweileth  in  us  *  fubjed  to  difeafes  and  cor¬ 
ruptions,  and  are  tempters  of  the  foul  to  fin,  and 
fervants  of  it  in  all  outward  ads  of  finning,  ver.  5. 
For  when  we  were  in  the  flejh,  the  motions  cf  fin  which 
were  by  the  law ,  did  work  in  our  members,  to  bring 
forth  fruit  unto  death .  Other  fins  mar  particular 
parts  of  the  image  of  God  ;  but  this  at  once  defaces 
the  whole.  Do  but  once  fee  ydurfelves,  and  I  lhall 
have  no  occafion  to  reprove  you  as  the  Prophet  does 
Ifrael,  with  an  How  canft  thou  fay,  I  am  not  polluted ; 
The  exceeding  finfulnefs  of  this  fin  appears,  in  that 
it  has  diffufed  itfelf  through  the  whole  man. 
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2.  It  is  the  caufe  of  all  thofe  fins  which  Ire  in 
the  life.™Then  is  a  man  faid  to  be  tempted, 
James  i.  14.  when  he  is  drawn  away  of  his  luft ,  and 
enticed .  Temptation  may  vex,  but  it  cannot  defile 
the  foul,  if  it  be  not  entertained.  The  trueorigi-  • 
nal  of  evil  and  temptation  lies  here ,  within .  Out 
of  the  heart  proceed  evil  thoughts ,  adulteries,  &c.  This 
is  the  fountain,  particular  fins  are  but  the  flreams. 
Original  fin  is  that  root  of  bitternefs,  which  fpring- 
ing  up  in  the  heart,  and  fprouting  forth  in  the 
life,  defiles  and  ruins.  Begin  your  confefiions  here. 

If  the  effedls  are  lo  ruinous  and  accurfed,  what 
muft  the  caufe  be  ? 

>  3\  This  fin  of  our  nature  is,  virtually,  all  fin. 

Sin  in  the  grofs,  in  all  the  feeds  of  it ;  the  com- 
buftible  matter,  which  only  waits  for  outward  oc~ 
cafions  and  temptations  in  the  life,  to  blow  it  into 
a  flame :  it  is  a  body,  which  hath  many  members, 
and  it  is  working  in  order  to  make  provifion  for 
them  all.  Never  did  any  fin  appear  in  the  vileft 
wretch  that  lived,  but  thou  haft  the  feed  of  that 
fin  in  thy  nature.  That  it  does  not  break  forth 
in  thy  life,  as  it  does  in  his,  is  owing  not  to  any 
betternefs  in  thy  nature  ;  but  to  the  power  of  di¬ 
vine  reftraints.  Thou  hadft  been  that  fwearer, 
that  drunkard,  fsV.  but  that  God  withheld  thee 
from  finning,  as  he  did  Abimelech ,  I  withheld  thee 
from  finning  a gainfl  me,  Gen.  xx.  6.  Corrupt  nature 
is  the  fame  in  all.  There  is  more  wickednefs  in 
thy  heart,  than  thou  yet  knoweft.  Truft  it  not 
but  with  the  Lord,  for  it  is  deceitful  above  all 
things,  and  defperately  wicked.  That  fin  muft 
needs  be  exceeding  (infill,  that  wraps  up  in  its 
own  nature  all  other  fins. 

4.  It  is  more  durable  and  abiding  than  all  other 
fins ;  therefore  more  exceeding  finful.  It  may 
change  its  courfe  in  a  natural  man,  but  it  never 
lofes  its  power.  Saul  is  amongft  the  Prophets,  but 
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Saul  is  a  fervant  of  fin,  and  a  (lave  to  his  own  lufts 
notwithftanding.  Change  of  place,  companies, 
refolutions,  will  not  dethrone  this  finful  fin  :  and 
where  it  is  call  out  of  the  throne,  it  will  never- 
thelels  abide  in  the  heart.  All  the  rubbing,  and 
fcraping,  that  was  ufed  of  old  in  the  houfe  infected 
with  leprofy,  wouldnotdotocleanfe  it,  till  (tones, 
mortar  and  timber  were  taken  quite  away,  Lev .  xi  v* 
This  fin  of  our  nature  is  an  inhabitant,  which  will 
not  be  removed,  till  the  houfe  wherein  it  dwells 
is  pulled  down.  Here  fin  dwells  ,  blefs  God, 
chriftian,  it  does  not  reign  ;  here  is  pride,  envy, 
covetoufnefs,  fenfuality,  £s?r.  They  may  not  be 
always  flirring  in  thee  ;  neverthekfs,  be  not  high- 
minded  but  fear.  The  proud,  the  envious,  the 
fenfual  nature,  is  in  thee  (till.  Remember,  the 
howbeit ,  upon  good  Hezekiab' s  character,  2  Chron. 
xxxii.  31.  howbeit ,  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  embaf- 
fadors  of  the  princes  of  Babylon ,  &c.  God  left 
him  to  try  him,  that  he  might  know  all  that  was 
In  his  heart.  That  muft  fure  be  finful,  exceed¬ 
ing.  fi  nful,  that  is  more  durable  and  abiding  than 

D  7  . 

all  other  fins. 

5.  It  is  exceeding  finful  fin,  becaufe  it  is  ever 
encompaffing,  befetting,  and  warring  again  ft  the 
foul,  in  whom  it  dwells.  It  envenoms  every  addon, 
every  thought  and  duty,  which  proceed  from  the 
regenerate  themfelves.  Where-ever  we  go,  we  carry 
fiif  with  us*;  whatever  we  touch  we  leave  the 
print  of  our  fin  upon  it  :  it  will  work  where  it 
does  not  reign,  and  fadly  difturb  where  it  cannot 
dcftroy.  It  is  this  which  makes  our  thoughts  vain ; 
our  prayers  dead  ;  which  mingles  leaven  with  our 
facrifices,  and  brings  iniquity  into  our  holy  things. 
It  is  this  which  makes  the  ways  of  God  fo  often 
tedious,  and  forces  the  foul  to  cry  out  with  David , 
the  man  after  God’s  own  heart ;  Ob  !  that  I  had 
wings  like  a  dove,  then  would  I  flee  away,  and  be  at 
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reft  :  Or  with  Paul, ,  in  his  agony  and  conflict  with  ' 
himfelf;  Oh,  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  fhall 
deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  !  It  is  a  Re¬ 
bel,  a  traitor  within,  which  holds  a  fettled  cor- 
refpondence  with  our  adverfary,  Satan,  and  divulges 
not  what  pafies  in  our  bed-chamber  only,  but 
what  are  the  moft  fecret  burdens,  conflicts,  dif- 
trefles  and  defires  of  our  fouls. 

6.  It  is  an  hereditary  evil. - -All  men  are  de¬ 

filed  with  it,  therefore  all  are  concerned  in  it.  In 
Jdam  all  die ,  i  Cor.  xv.  22.  hereditary  difeafes  are 
of  all  others  hardeft  to  cure :  but  before  any  can 
heartily  enquire  after  a  cure,  they  mull  feel  them- 
felves  difeafed.  Sin  muft  appear  fin .  This  brings 
us  to  confider, 

II.  How,  or  by  what  means  the  exceeding  fin- 

fulnefs  of  this  fin  appears? - We  have  fhew’d 

in  fome  meafure,  wherein  it  confifts ;  but  the 
weightieft  confideration  is  this  ;  wherein  does  it 
appear?  By  what  means  is  the  conviction  of  its 
finfulnefs  brought  upon  a  man’s  confcience,  fo  that 
he  (hall  fee  himfelf  (as  Paul  did)  a  loft,  undone 
man,  by  reafon  of  it.  But  fin,  that  it  might  appear 
fin,  working  death  in  me,  by  that  which  is  good ,  that 
fin  ly  the  commandment,  might  become  exceeding  finful. 
Here  it  muft  be  enquired,  1 

1.  What  this  commandment  is  ? 

2.  How  fin  becomes,  or  is  made  to  appear,  ex¬ 
ceeding  finful,  by  the  commandment  ?  ‘ 

i.  What  this  commandment  is?  Inver.  8  and  9. 
the  Apoftle  calls  it  the  law  ;  I  was  alive  without 
the  law  once  :  and  he  varies  the  phrafe,  both  here 
and  there  calling  it  the  commandment,  either  as  the 
law  confifts  of  commands  and  prohibitions,  thou 
(halt  do  this,  and  thou  (halt  not  do  that ;  Or  it 
may  be,  becaufe,  when  the  fpirit  comes  by  the 
law,  to  convince  of  fin,  he  fets  home  the  convic¬ 
tion  upon  the  heart,  by  fome  one  or  other  com- 

B  2  v  mandment, 
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mandment,  which  the  man  is  particularly  guilty  of 
the  breach  of :  as  in  the  context,  the  particular 
commandment  by  which  Paul  was  convinced  of 
the  evil  concupilcence  of  his  own  nature,  was  the 
tenth,  or  laft  commandment,  ver.  7.  1  had  not 

known  luft,  except  the  law  had  /aid ,  Thou  fhalt  not 
covet.  By  the  commandment  therefore,  we  are 
to  underftand  the  whole  moral  law,  which  the 
Spirit  of  God  has  given  on  purpofe,  and  which 
he  ever  makes  ufe  of  to  convince  of  fin.  This 

t  '  s 

is  the  commandment. 

i  *  .  . .  *  * 

2.  How  fin  is  made  by  the  commandment  to 
appear  exceeding  fin ful  ?  I  anfwer  three  ways. 

(1.)  The  law  or  commandment  Ihews  the  foul, 

that  it  fis  againft  God. - -It  is  a  depravation  of 

his  whole  image,  a  contrariety  to  his  whole  will  ; 
oppofite  to  his  juftice,  holinefs  and  truth  *,  and  en¬ 
mity  to  all  his  purpofes  of  grace  and  mercy.  That 
law  which  condemns  fin  in  the  aft,  much  more 
condemns  it  in  the  principle.  This  blefied  effeft; 
it  had  upon  David  :  Plalm  li.  4,  5.  Againft  thee* 
thee  only  have  1  finned ,  and  done  this  evil  in  thy  fight. 
This  evil,  fays  he;  in  my  nature  I  am  nothing  but 
evil ;  prone  and  inclined  to  all  fin.  Behold ,  1  was 
jhapen  in  iniquity ,  and  in  fin  did  my  mother  conceive 
me.  This  is  againft:  God  ;  this  firft,  this  breed¬ 
ing  fin ;  therefore  let  all  my  humiliation,  and  re¬ 
pentance  begin  here.  God’s  law  fhews  the  final- 
left  fpecks.  It  opens  the  inward  parts,  and  (hews 
the  plague-fore  within.  If  the  heart  be  not  pure, 
every  aftion  muft  be  defcftive.  God’s  law  con¬ 
demns  whatever  is  wanting  in  conformity  to  it. 
It  infills  upon  perfection  and  purity  in  principle. 
Whatever  Adam  loft  for  us,  that,  in  every  tittle 
of  it,  the  holy  law  of  God  requires  of  us.  The 
fin  of  your  nature  may  be  made  light  of  now  ; 
Paul  himfelf,  who  thus  complains  of  it,  was  alive 
without  the  law.  But  when  the  commandment 

comes 
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comes  fin  will  revive,  and  death  will  enlue.  AH 
your  prefumptuous  confidences  and  vain  hopes  and 
expectations  will  be  fiain.  God  will  bring  you  to 
clear  his  righteoufnefs,  in  the  imputation  of  Adam's 
fin,  in  its  guilt  and  pumfhment,  and  for  ever  to 
judge  and  condemn  yourfelves.  Even  of  that 
generation,  that  are  pure  in  th  ir  own  eyes ,  and  fee 
not  the  lie  in -their  right  hand  ;  many  have  been 
brought  to  lie  in  duft  and  allies,  on  account  of 
Adam  s  fin  }  and  with  a  covering  upon  their  upper 

lip,  to  cry  out,  as  the  leper  of  old  did,  Unclean , 
unclean . 

(2.)  It  (hews  the  foul  that  death  which  God  has 
threatened  againfl  it. 

Sin  in  every  natural  man,  has  a  power  to  com- 
mand,  work,  and  lord  it  over  the  foul,  becaufe  of 
its  reign  ;  and  it  has  alfo  a  power  to  condemn,  be¬ 
caufe  of  its  guilt.  Sin  working  death  in  me^  by  that 
which  is  good .  The  wages  of  fin  is  death .  The  law 
comes  with  its  threatening,  and  curfe,  denouncing 
death  and  wrath,  upon  every  f ml  of  man  that  doth 
evil.  And  were  by  nature  children  of  wrath ,  even 
as  other s,  Eph.  ii.  3.  That  is  the  difmal  peal  which 
i  t  rings  in  the  finners  ears.  The  fling  of  death 
lies  in  that  vengeance,  and  everlafting  deftruCtion, 
which  is  to  come  upon  the  wicked  in  a  future  flate. 
This  the  law  fetsopen,  in  all  its  dreadfulnefs,  and 
mifery,  when  the  commandment  comes.  Now 
men  mince  matters.  Some  that  profefs  Adam 
and  Chrift  to  be  two  covenant-heads,  have  fo  far 
^orgot  Rom.  v.  2 1,  and  Eph.  ii.  3.  as  to  afiert 
roundly,  that  eternal  death  is  no  where  in  fcrip- 
ture,  to  their  knowledge,  denounced  as  the  wages 
of  the  firft  man  s  fin  :  But  this  is  a  thread,  a  withe, 
which  a  broken  law  fnaps  afunder,  when  it  fhews, 
wliat  an  infupportable,  powerful,  penetrating, 
abiding  wrath,  the  wrath  of  the  living  and  juft  God 
is;  when  it  urges  a  poor  foul  with  that  awful  word, 
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As  fin  hath  reigned  unto  deaths  even  fo  might  grace 
reign  through  nghteoufnefs  unto  eternal  life ,  byjefus 
Chrift  our  Lord .  Are  not  death  and  life  oppofed  ? 
God’s  grace,  and  Adam's  offence,  fet  one  againft 
the  other?  A  foul  however  under  convidion  of  this 
fin,  can  have  no  peace,  becaufe tells  him,  by 
death,  is  meant  no  more  than  the  diffolution  of 
foul  and  body  ;  what,  fays  he,  mu  ft  become  of 
this  poor  foul  of  mine,  when  thisdiffolution  comes  ? 
how  (hall  I  appear  before  an  angry  God  ?  who  (hall 
deliver  me  from  the  wrath  to  come  ?  No  one  can 
give  him  a  dram  of  comfort,  or  hearts-eafe,  till 
he  is  led  to  Chrift,  who  is  come ,  that  we  might 
have  life ,  and  that  we  might  have  it  more  abundantly , 
John  x.  10. 

g.  Another  way  in  which  the  law  convinces  of 
the  exceeding  finiulnefs  of  this,  and  of  all  other 
fins,  is  by  loading  and  burdening  the  confcience 
with  a  fenfe  of  it.  It  brings  God’s  word,  and  man’s 
fin  together:  My  fin ,  fays  thePfa’mift,  is  ever  before 
me,  Pfal.  li.  3.  The  law  holds  a  man  faff,  fo  that  he 
cannot  fhift  off  convidion,  as  Felix  was  willing  to 
go,  till  a  more  convenient  feafon.  It  paffes  fentence 
upon  the  foul,  and  he  begins  to  feel  in  part  the 
execution  of  it.  Confcience  follows  him  with  a 
“  Thou  art  the  man .  Thou  art  the  finner-,  eter- 
“  nal  wrath  is  thy  due  ;  the  wrath  of  God  abideth 
“  upon  thee,  &c.”  This  leads  to  the  third  thing  : 

But  before  I  proceed,  think  not  that  the  lawdoes 
this  of  itfelf.  The  law  is  but  the  rnftrument,  or 
means  of  convidion  ;  the  Spiritis  thegreat  efficient. 
When  he  is  come,  he y! hall  reprove  the  world  of  fin> 
John  xvi.  10.  The  law  is  the  glafs  wherein  fin  is 
feen,  the  Spirit  holds  it  up  to  the  finner,  and  caufes 
him  to  fee  his  own  face  in  it.  The  law  is  the 
hammer,  but  it  is  the  Spirit  that  works  by  it. 

III.  Why  is  it  that  God  fufters  the  motions  of 
fin,  in  fuch  whom  he  knows  to  be  his  own,  to  be  fo 

exceed- 
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exceeding  violent  and  dreadful  ?  In  general  it  is 
that  the  fin  of  our  nature  might  always  appear  fin. 
Paul  was  a  chofen  veffe!  ;  one  that  dwelt  as  near  to 
God  as  any  fince  Chrifl:  tabernacled  in  our  fiefh: 
Whence  was  it,  the  motions  of  fin  in  him  were 
fo  great,  but  that  fin  might  appear  fiin  ?  &c.  By 
this  we  may  judge  of  our  own  frames,  and.  the 
frames  of  other  believers. 

1.  Therefore  fuch  a  fight  as  tills  fees  and  keeps 
open  a  fpring  of  repentance  towards  God  always. 
The  fin  of  our  nature  is  what  we  are  to  be  hum¬ 
bled  for,  and  to  repent  of,  every  day  we  live. 
Thou fikalt  remember  thy  way  and  be  ajhamed ,  Ezek . 
xvi.  61.  There  will  be  no  mourning  or  godly  for- 
row  above,  but  communion  with  God  is  kept  up 
in  this  frame  of  foul,  by  the  way.  Paul’s  frame 
was  not  bad,  though  his  groans  were  deep,  when 
he  cries  out,  ver.  24.  Ok,  wretched  man  that  I 
am,  &c.  For  he  immediately  adds,  I  thank  Gcd  , 
through  Jefius  Chrijt  our  Lcrd .  Wherefore  fays  the 
apoftle,  Eph.  ii,  11.  Remember  that  ye,  being  in 
time  pajfied  Gentiles  in  the  flejh,  &c.  The  promife 
of  God’s  prefence,  is  to  the  broken  and  the  con¬ 
trite  heart.  A  fenfible,  repenting  frame  of  fpirit, 
is  a  bleflcd  frame.  Blejfied  are  they  that  mourn . 

2.  Another  yfe  of  the  prevalency  of  corrupt  na¬ 
ture,  in  the  faints,  is  to  divorce  them  from  their 
pwn  righteoufnefs,  and  to  flay  carnal  confidence  in 
them  all  their  life  long.  When  fin  appears  fin, 
how  precious  is  a  perfect  righteoufnefs,  and  an 
ordered  covenant  ?  How  fweet  is  abundant  mercy, 
and  reigning  grace  ?  Grace  reigneth  through  righte - 
oufnefis  *,  and  man  is  a  proud  creature :  It  is  no 
little  thing  that  will  keep  believers  themfelves  hum¬ 
ble.  If  PWhimfelf  begins  to  be  exalted,  a  thorn 
in  the  flefli  is  given  him.  Look  to  the  fury  and 
impetuofity  of  thy  lufts  in  an  unregenerate  (late, 
when  thou  beginneft  to  be  lifted  up.  Know  thy 
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way  in  the  valley,  fee  what  thou  haft  done.  Yea, 
the  daily  workings  of  corruption  in  the  belt  of 
faints  are  enough  to  keep  them  humble  to  the  end 
of  life. 

3.  It  is  to  fhew  the  fuitablenefs  of  Chrift,  as  the 
believer’s  furety,  and  to  ftir  us  up  unto  more 
earneft  believing  every  day,  Art  thou  vile  in 
thy  nature  ?  Look  to  him  that  is  holy,  infinitely 
holy,  and  pure  in  his  :  In  Chrift  thy  furety  there 
is  no  fin  :  In  him  our  apoftle  triumphs  and  glories, 
and  in  him  only  *,  I  thank  God ,  through  Jefus  Chrijl 
our  Lord .  He  thanks  God  to  purpofe  for  Chrift, 
who  daily  improves  him,  and  lives  upon  him,  as 
his  fanclification. 

4.  Thefe  workings  of  fin  are  of  ufe  to  make 
us  very  watchful  in  our  chriftian  walk.  Where 
there  is  godly  mourning  there  will  be  godly  fear  ; 
both  are  where  there  is  a  due  apprehenfion  of  the 
finfulneis  of  that  fin  that  dwelleth  in  us.  No 
temptation  fhould  feem  fmall  to  an  heart  fo  eafily 
enfnared  by  fin.  Great  profeffors  are  liable  to  great 
backflidings  and  falls,  when  they  are  off  their 
guard  but  a  little  while.  Lake  heed ,  brethren , 
left  there  be  in  any  of  you  an  evil  heart  of  unbeliefs  in 
departing  from  the  living  God . 

Uses.  i.  Is  there  fo  much  fin  in  us  ?  Let  this 
filence  all  murmurings  and  complaints againft  God, 
under  the  burden  of  our  affiidtions.  We  are  pu- 
nifhed  lefs  than  our  iniquities  deferve.  Do  thy 
trials  come  on  thee  foon,  look  upon  fin  ;  blame 
'  that.  By  fin  came  death,  and  all  the  pains,  griefs, 
and  miferies  that  lead  to  it. 

2.  Is  the  fin  of  our  nature  fo  exceeding  finful  ? 
then  let  the  youngeft  lay  it  to  heart.  Thou  haft, 
it  may  be,  been  kept  from  grofs  outward  fins  ?  a 
fpecial  bleffing  ;  retraining  grace  can  never  be  va¬ 
lued  enough,  next  to  favinggrace.  But  the  plague- 
fore  is  within.  Has  the  fin  of  thy  nature  brought  thee 

with 
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with  tears  to  Chrift  ?  If  not,  thou  mayeft  be  un¬ 
done  notwithftanding.  A  Chrift  is  provided  for 
none  but  fuch  as  fee  themfelves  loft.  Do  not  put 
outward  privileges  in  the  room  of  regenerating 
grace.  Thefe  are  encouragements  to  come  to 
Chrift,  but  not  to  be  put  in  the  room  of  him. 
You  are  not  too  young  to  be  finners,  therefore  not 
too  young  to  need  a  Saviour. 

3.  Does  fin  by  the  law  become  exceeding  finful? 
Then  the  law  is  a  blefling,  as  well  as  the  gofpel. 
The  one  lhews  what  the  difeafe  is,  the  other  di- 
refts  to  the  only  remedy.  The  one  tells  thee,  how 
thou  art  become  dead  ;  the  other,  by  what  means 
thou  mayft  be  made  alive.  The  law  is  a  fchool- 
mafter  to  bring  to  Chrift  ;  though  it  denounces 
death  and  wrath,  it  U  with  a  defign  to  lead  and 
guide  into  the  way  Ajprighteoufnefs  and  life.  In 
the  gofpel  is  the  rignteoufnefs  of  God  revealed. 
That  opens  the  way  of  pardon,  but  the  law  con¬ 
vinces  more  of  the  need  of  it. 

4.  See  the  wifdom  of  God  in  making  the  great- 
eft  contraries  work  together  for  his  people’s  good. 
Even  the  working  of  fin  in  the  regenerate,  is  a 
means  of  quickening  their  truft  upon  Chrift,  and 
their  life  in  him  .-—Was  then  that  which  is  good, 
made  death  unto  me  ?  God  forbid:  But  fin ,  that  it 
might  appear  fin ,  working  death  in  me  by  that  which 
is  good :  that  Jin  by  the  commandment  might  become 
exceeding  Jinful. 
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Jeremiah  xxxi.  19. 

Surely  after  that  I  was  turned,  1  repented ;  and 
ajter  that  1  was  infrudled ,  I fmote  upon  my 
thigh:  Iwasafhamed,  yea,  even  confounded, 
becaufe  I  did  hear  the  reproach  of  my  youth , 


H  ESE  words  refer  to  the  children  of  Ifrael 
as  a  nation,  the  fubjeift-matter  of  this  chap¬ 
ter  ;  being  firft  fpoken  for  their  comfort,  in  their 
exile-ftatej  but  they  muflnot  be  confined  to  them, 
or  to  theyra>//&difpenfation.  Whatfoever  things  were 
written  aforetime ,  were  written  for  our  learning ,  that 
we  through  patience  and  comfort  of  the  fcriptures 
might  have  hope,  Rom.  xv.  4.  The  OldT efl ament  is 
as  much  the  word  of  God  as  the  New,  and  no  part 
of  the  infpired  writings  is  of  private  interpretation, 
fince  the  whole  is  left  upon  record,  that  it  may  he 
profitable  for  dottrine, for  reproof,  for  corretdionfor 
inftrubiion  in  right eoufnefs,  2  Tim.  iii.  16.  So  far 
therefore  as  our  circumftances,  cafes,  and  condi¬ 
tions,  are  like  to  theirs,  which  are  fpoken  of,  un¬ 
der  that  difpenfation,  fo  far  may  we  juftly  apply 
the  word  to  ourfelves,  which  was  delivered  by  God 
to  them.  Applying  this  general  rule  to  the  words 
before  us,  they  prefent  us  with  a  very  juft  and 
beautiful  account,  of  the  difference  which  there  is 
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in  man,  in  his  converted  ftate,  to  what  he  was  before 
the  grace  of  God  had  reached  his  heart.  The  lan¬ 
guage  of  every  fincere  penitent,  is  the  fame  where 
in  Ephraim  is  reprefented  as  bemoaning  himfelf,  in 
the  verfe  before  my  text:  ftdhouhaft  chajHiedme,  and 
I  was  chaff d,  as  a  bullock  unaccujiomed  to  the  yoke  : 
turn  thou  me ,  and  I  (hall  be  turned ;  jor  thou  art  the 
Lord  my  God .  Thefe  words  are  very  moving  and 
emphatica!,  and  plainly  do  they  fhew  us,  how  inef¬ 
fectual  isall  themoral  l'uafion  in  the  world,  to  bring 
a  foul  to  Chrift,  without  the  powerful  operations  of 
the  bleffed  Spirit.  We  flight  his  promifes,difregard 
histhrcatenings,  and  remain  ftupid  and  fecureeveq 
under  his  afflicting  hand,  ’till  the  day-fpring  from 
on  high  vifitsus,  Luke  i.  78. Thou  haft  chaftifed 
“  me  (faith  Ephraim )  and  I  was  chaftifed  ;  but  I 
“  continued,  notwithftanding  this,  an  undaunted 
“  heifer,  and  behaved  under  it  as  a  bullock  unao 
ic  cuftomed  to  the  yoke,  till  I  was  enabled  by  the 
<l  bleffed  Spirit  to  cry  out  with  my  W'hole  heart, 
,c  Turn  thou  me,  and  I  fhall  be  turned,  for  thou 
tc  art  the  Lord  my  God :  I  defire  none  other  but 
€i  thyfelf.”  Then  follow  the  words  of  our  text: 
Surely  after  that  I  was  turned,  I  repented,  &c. 

The  eafieft  method  1  can  take,  is  to  divide  the 
text  into  the  three  following  general  heads. 

I.  We  may  fee,  in  Ephraim's  pathetic  language, 
the  way  and  manner  wherein  true  grace  at 
firft  difcovers  itfelf  in  the  man  that  is  born 
of  God.  I  repented. 

II.  We  are  taught  the  only  fpring  from  whence 
the  amazing  change  always  proceeds.  Surely 
after  that  I  was  turned ,  I  repenfed,  &c. 

III.  We  have  further  an  account  of  the  progrefs 

of  the  work ,  in  the  hand  of  the  Spirit  *, 
wherein  the  true  nature  of  repentance  unto 
life  is  particularly  defcribed  :  After  that  1 
was  in lirufted ,  I  f mote  upon  my  thigh  %  I  was 
ajhamed ,  yea ,  even  confounded ,  becaufe  I  did 
bear  the  reproach  of  my  youth.  I,  The 
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I.  1  he  firfl;  thing  obfervable  in  thefe  words,  is 
the  conftant  way  and  manner  wherein  true  grace 
difcovers  itfelf,  when  once  it  is  implanted  in  the 
heart :  I  repented  (fays  Ephraim)  furely  1  repented . 

Agreeable  to  this  is  the  languageof  theprodigal, 
Luke  xv.  1 8*  I  will  arife ,  and  go  to  my  father.  Old 
things  are  palled  away,  with  the  man  that  is  born 
of  the  Spirit  ;  his  change  of  Hate  is  foon  made  to 
appear,  by  his  change  of  temper  and  adtion  :  Sin 
ceafes  to  be  the  objedt  of  his  delight  ;  he  cannot 
contentedly  dwell  with  the  workers  of  iniquity  his 
face  is  turned  Zion- ward,  and  his  eager  Heps  fhow 
how  defirable  and  delightful  are  wifdom's  ways  to 
his  renewed  foul.  The  man  (as  our  Saviour  expref- 
fes  it,  Luke  xv.  1 7.)  is  come  to  himfelf,  The  image 
of  God  is  ftamped  upon  his  foul ;  his  law  is  written 
in  his  heart,  and  therefore  he  cleaves  to  the  Lord 
with  fteadfaftnefs,  and  runs  the  ways  of  his  com¬ 
mandments,  Alts  xi.  23.  compared  with  Pf  cxix. 
32.  Former, lulls  are  lamented  over;  heisafhamed 
of  the  reproach  of  his  youth,  and  he  flies  from  the 
temptations  of  Satan ,  and  the  corruptions  of  his 
own  heart ;  defirous  forever  to  have  done  with  fin, 
and  to  keep  at  perpetual  did ance  from  all  iniquity. 
What  have  I  to  do  any  more  with  Idols?  are  the  words 
notof  returning  Ephraim  only,  but  of  every  regene¬ 
rate  man  in  the  world,  as  foon  as  ever  he  receives  the 
welcome  news  of  peace  and  pardon,  and  taftes  the 
fweetnefs  of  that  grand  promife  of  the  covenant  of 
grace ;  I  will  be  merciful  to  their  unrighteoufnefs^  and 
their  fins  and  their  iniquities  will  I  remember  no  morcy 
Hof.  xiv.  8.  compared  with  Heb.  viii.  12.  He 
repents,  and  would  gladly  call  back  again  his  paft 
actions,  had  he  but  a  power  of  mending  them  ; 
he  fmites  upon  his  thigh,  as  being  thoroughly 
fenfible,  that  he  “ is  gone  too  far  in  fo  vicious  a 
courfe,  continued  too  long  at  a  diftance  from  God, 
and  the  ways  of  righteoufnefs ;  laying  hold,  at  the 
fame  time,  of  the  promifes  of  free  grace,  which  the 
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Spirit,  as  the  glorifier  of  Jefus,  communicates  to 
him,  in  the  day  of  his  efpoufals.  Thus  true  grace 
at  firft  difcovers  itfelf :  I  go  on  now  to  confider, 
II.  The  only  fpring  from  whence  this  amazing 
changedoth  always  proceed:  Surely  after  that  I  was 
turned ,  Irepsnted.  Grace  firft  enters  the  heart,  be¬ 
fore  it  can  be  difcovered  in  the  life  and  con verfation : 
The  God  of  all  Grace  firft  of  all  draws  us  ;  or  elfe 
we  fhall  never  move  towards  him.  John  vi.  44. 
No  man  can  come  unto  me ,  except  the  Father  who  hath 
fent  me,  draw  him.  VVe  have  neither  ability  nor 
will  to  repair  to  the  bleffed  Jefus  ;  nor  do  we  fee 
ourfelves  in  need  of  a  Saviour,  till  the  eyes  of  our 
underftanding  are  opened.  Great  darknefs  is  fallen 
upon  our  eyes  ;  a  double  veil  is  drawn  over  our 
hearts ;  and  who  but  the  mighty  God  can  caufe 
light  to  arifeunto  them  that  fit  in  darknefs,  and  in 
the  region  of  the  lhadow  of  death  ?  This  he  claims 
as  his  peculiarhonour,  his  foie  prerogative;  and  we 

who  believe  will  readily  acknowledge,  thatGod,who 

commanded  the  light  to fhine  out  of darknefs, hath  fhined 
in  cur  hearts ;  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
glory  of  God  in  the  face  of]  dm  Chrift,  2  Cor.  iv.  6. 
We  Ihould  never  elfe  have  known  ourfelves,  our 
fins,  or  Chrift  Jefus  the  great  atonement ;  we  Ihould 
never  elfe  have  been  led  into  our  own  hearts,  or  the 
purity  and  fpirituality  of  the  divine  law,  whereby 
the  offence  came  to  abound,  and  fin  to  appear  in  its 
proper  light  and  colours,  as  exceeding  finful,  Ro¬ 
mans  vii.  9.  13.  Converted  we  may  be  through 
grace,  but  convert  ourfelves  we  cannot,  for  the  way 
of  man  is  not  in  himfelf,  Jer.  x.  23.  There  may¬ 
be  a  change  in  fome  outward  adions,  where  a  prin¬ 
ciple  of  life  and  grace  is  wanting  in  the  heart ;  and 
legal  convidions  there  may  be,  and  often  are,  to  a 
very  high  degree,  in  a  finner,  where  faving  faith  is 
not  implanted  ;  but  the  end  of  thefe  things  fuf- 
ficiently  declares  the  partiality  and  unfoundnefs  of 
their  firft  beginning;  for  as  the  apoftle  faith  in  ano¬ 
ther 
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ther  cafe,  Rom.  vi.  21.  the  end  of  thefe  things  is 
deaths  terror  and  defpairon  one  hand;  or  preemp¬ 
tion  and  carnal  fecurity  on  the  other,  are  the  con- 
ftant  attendants  of  all  legal  convi&ions :  And  that 
alone  is  the  repentance  which  is  not  to  be  repented 
of,  which  begins  with  a  thorough  change  of  heart. 
This  the  apodle  lays  down  as  the  ground  of  our 
future  obedience ;  and  the  way  in  which  difcrimi- 
nating  grace  at  firft  difcovered  itfelf,  in  the  day  of 
oureflfeftual  calling,  Efh .  ii.  1.  And  you  hath  he 
quickened ,  who  were  dead  in  trefpajfes  and  fins.  Had 
not  the  fame  mighty  power  which  he  wrought  in 
Chrift,  when  he  railed  him  from  the  dead,  been  ex¬ 
erted  towards  us,  we  fhould  dill  have  continued  in 
the  fame  converfation  which  we  had  in  times  pad  ; 
in  the  lufts  of  our  flefh,  fulfilling  the  defires  of  the 
fiefh  and  of  the  mind.  Our  love  of  fin  would  dill 
have  remained  ;  though  we  might  have  abdained, 
through  the  influence  offome  lower  motives,  from 
thegrejfer  affs  of  fin :  But  quickening  grace  opens 
the  way  to  godly  forrow,  and  this  always  iflues  in 
evangelical  repentance,  2  Cor .  vii.  10.  Surely  after 
that  I  was  turned,  I  repented.  This  leads, 

III.  To  a  more  particular  confideration  of  thefe 
words,  as  containing  an  account  of  the  progrefs  of 
this  great  work  in  the  hand  of  the  Spirit ;  where¬ 
in  the  true  nature  of  repentance  unto  life  is  clear¬ 
ly  defcribed. 

Here  it  is  neceffary  to  enquire, 

(1.)  What  are  the  things,  in  which  the  foul  is 
indru&ed  by  the  Spirit ;  when  once  a  prin¬ 
ciple  of  grace  is  wrought  in  the  heart  ? 

(2.)  What  are  the  various  a&ings  of  the  foul, 
in  confequence  hereof? 

1.  What  are  the  things  in  which  the  foul  is 
inftru&ed  by  the  Spirit,  when  a  principle  of  grace 
is  wrought  in  the  heart  ? 

This  work  of  the  Spirit  ufually  begins  with 
leading  the  foul  into  the  knowledge  of  fin  ;  after 

which 
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which  he  inftru&s  him  in  the  natjre  of  pardon,, 
^ing  grace  and  mercy  :  Under  both  thefe  heads  a 
few  particulars  are  neceffary. 

Firft,  the  Spirit  begins  his  work,  with  leading 
the  foul  into  the  knowledge  of  fin  :  And  this  in 
three  things. 

i.  The  Spirit  fhews  us  the  nature  of  fin,  as  at- 
tendedGvith  guilt,  whereby  we  are  obnoxious  to  the 
curfe  of  the  law.  So  long  as  we  are  ignorant  of 
God’s  righteoufnefi,  we  go  about  to  eftablifh  our 
own  righteoufnefs,  Rom .  x.  3.  Nothing  formida¬ 
ble  appears  in  fin  ;  nothing  faulty  in  our  vain  at¬ 
tempts  to  wafh  it  away  ;  even  our  own  iniquity  is  a 
little  tranfgrefiion,  and  with  Ephraim  we  conclude, 
that  in  ail  our  labours  he  fhall  find  none  iniquity  in 
us  that  were  fin ,  Hof.  xii.  8.  Till  the  Spirit  takes 
the  work  into  his  own  hands,  and  lays  down  the 
ftrait  rule  of  truth  to  our  adiorrs,  caufing  our  eyes 
to  behold  our  errors  ;  till  he  prefents  Sinai9 s  cove¬ 
nant  to  our  view,  attended  with  the  blacknefs,  and 
darknefs,  and  temped,  with  which  it  was  at  firft 
promulgated,  Heb.  xii.  18.  Sin  will  never  revive 
till  the  commandment  comes,  Rom .  vii.  9.  but  then 
we  die  at  once;  our  hopes  vanifh,  and  all  our  ex¬ 
peditions  of  pardon  and  life,  by  our  own  obedi¬ 
ence,  fall  to  the  ground.  Then  we  fee  that  it  is  an 
evil  thing ,  and  bitter ,  that  we  have  forfaken  the 
Lord  our  God,  Jer .  ii.  19.  and  know,  toourfor- 
row  and  amazement,  what  is  the  juft  demerit  of 
our  many  abominations.  Indignation  and  wrath 
hang  over  our  heads ;  tribulation  and  anguifh  are 
already  begun  in  our  fouls  ;  hell  does  oftentimes 
fiafh  as  it  were,  in  the  face  of  the  awakened  (in¬ 
ner,  and  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  make  him  afraid. 
The  curfe  of  the  law  is  continually  founding  in 
his  ears,  and  the  bottomlefs  pit  feems  ready 
open’d  to  deftroy  him.  The  guilt  of  fin,  as  ex- 
pofing  to  wrath  and  punifhment,  the  Spirit  leads 
*  the  foul  firft  into  the  knowledge  of. 
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2.  The  Spirit  (hews  the  finner  the  defiling  na¬ 
ture  of  fin,  as  oppofed  to  the  holinefs  of  that  God 
with  whom  he  hath  to  do.  As  attended  with  guilt, 
fin  is  the  objedt  of  our  fear  •,  as  attended  with  filth, 
pollution,  and  defilement,  it  is  the  objedt  of  our 
fhame.  An  almoft  Chriftian  fees  fin  in  the  firft 
light,  but  the  man  who  is  altogether  fuch,  is  the 
only  perfon  that  can  behold  it  in  the  fecond.  We 
may  dread  the  punifhment  of  fin  from  God,  and 
be  afraid  of  the  jhame  of  our  finsy  fhould  they  be 
known  to  men  •,  but  to  hate  fin,  as  offenfive  to  the 
pure  eyes  of  infinite  holinefs;  to  loath  it  becaufe 
it  is  the  abominable  thing  which  his  foul  hateth, 
this  is  an  attainment  which  only  the  renewed  foul 
arrives  at.  Cain  was  afraid  left  every  one  that  met 
him  ftiould  take  vengeance  upon  him  for  his  fin; 

My  'punifhment  is  greater  than  I  can  bear,5’  was 
his  conftant  complaint,  and  his  only  concern.  But 
David  fays,  wafh  me  throughly  from  mine  iniquity , 
and  cleanfe  me  from  my  fin ,  Pfalm  li.  2.  And  Job 
breaks  forth,  I  abhor  myfelf  and  repent  in  dujl  and 
afhes ,  Job  xlii.  6.  And  to  whom  God  gives  a  new 
heart,  and  a  right  fpirit,  it  is  faid,  they  fhall  re¬ 
member  their  own  evil  ways,  and  their  doings 
which  were  not  good,  and  fhall  lothe  themfelves 
in  their  own  fight ,  for  their  iniquities ,  and  for  their 
abominations ,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  31.  We  never  take  a 
view  of  the  holinefs  of  God  with  a  fpiritual  eye, 
but  we  always  immediately  refledtupon  ourfelves 
with  fhame  and  confufion  of  face.  Thus  it  was 
with  the  prophet  Ifaiah ,  ch.  vi.  5.  fhen  faid  /,  IVo 
is  me^  fcr  l  am  undone  (a  man  cut  off)  becaufe  I  am 
a  man  of  unclean  lips ,  &c.  for  mine  eyes  have feen 
the  King ,  the  Lord  of  hofts.  The  Spirit  leads  us 
by  the  word  into  a  thorough  fight  of  the  defiling 

-nature  of  fin.  .  -  # 

3.  The  Spirit  fhews  the  finnerthe  many  heinous 
aggravations  wherewith  his  fins  in  particular  have 
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been  attended.  The  word  of  the  Lord  is  a  difcerner 
of  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart,  Heb.  iv.  1 2. 
It  fearches  all  the  inward  parts  of  the  belly,  Pro¬ 
verbs  xviii.  20.  and  unrips  the  many  fecret  cavities 
wherein  our  abominations  have  been  concealed  ;  the 
brooding-place  of  fin,  where  all  our  vilenefs  hath  been 
hatched,  and  every  Juft  conceived  :  And  ct  thou 

art  the  man,55  is  the  awful  fentence  which  every 
convinced  Tinner  hears  and  feels,  before  he  turns  to 
the  ftrong-hold  as  a  prifoner  of  hope.  The  Spirit 
thus  fhews  us  the  plague  of  our  own  hearts  ;  and 
how  fad  is  the  fight!  how  affedting  the  profpedt ! 
when  we  have  no  view  of  the  blood  of  Jefus,  or 
that  propitiation  which  he  hath  made  for  the  fins 
of  his  people.  But  praifed  be  his  name  !  and  adored 
be  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace !  The  Spirit 
doth  not  leave  the  foul  here,  in  this  forlorn  bewil¬ 
der’d  ftate  ;  nc,  he  takes  him  further,  and  inftrudts 
him. 

Secondly,  The  Spirit  inftrudls  the  foul  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  pardoning  grace  and  mercy,  which  is  the 
fweeteft  found  that  an  awakened  confidence  can  ever 
hear;  the  moll  agreeable  meffage  a  fdf-condemning 
firmer  can  ever  receive.  Concerning  this, 

1.  The  Spirit  inftrudts  the  finner,  that  the  privi¬ 
lege  is  attainable;  that  there  is  forgivennefs  with 
God,  that  he  may  be  feared.  Some  promife  is  the 
foul  diredted  to  ;  fome  example  of  fovereign  gracd 
appears  in  his  view;  or  he  makes  all  his  goodnefs 
to  pais  before  him,  proclaiming  in  the  mod  reviving 
language,  The  Lord ,  the  Lord  God ,  merciful  and  gra¬ 
cious,  long-fuff ering ,  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and 
truth ;  keeping  mercy  for  tboufands ,  forgiving  iniquity 
and  tranfgrejjicn ,  and  Jin,  &c.  Exod.  xxxiv.  6,  7 

2.  The  Spirit  inftrudts  the  finner  in  the  only  w 
through  which  his  grace  and  mercy  is  to  be  attained  • 
■Lets  him  know,  that  an  abfolute  God  is  a  confuming 
fire  j  and  directs  him  to  Chrijl  Jefus,  who  is  th$ 
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way,  the  truth,  and  the  life.  The  Spirit  is,  for  this 
reafon,  faid  to  glorify  Chrift,  John  xvi.  14.  becaufe 
he  takes  of  Chrift’ s  things ;  and  {hews  them  unto 
thofe  for  whom  he  died:  Of  him  he  always  teftifies, 
chap.  xv.  26.  and  to  him  he  ever  leads  the  return¬ 
ing  Tinner :  It  is  through  this  man  is  preached  unto 
you  the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  Adis  xiii.  38.  The 
righteoufnefs  we  need  is  already  wrought  out ;  our 
pardon  is  bought,  our  reconciliation  is  procured  ; 
Chrift  is  our  peace ;  this  the  Spirit  fhews,  when  we 
are  led  to  the  Father  by  him. 

3.  The  Spirit  inftrudts  the  finner  into  the  way 
through  which  pardon  is  communicated  to  him.  That 
it  was  obtained  by  Chrift  ;  that  it  is  received  by 
faith ;  and  that  whofoever  will,  may  take  of  the 
waters  of  life  freely.  This  is  the  ufe  of  thofe  many 
and  exceeding  precious  promifes  which  are  upon  re¬ 
cord  in  the  gol'pd,  they  are  all  defigned  for  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  faith.  And  let  me  tell  thee,  poor 
foul,  that  be  thy  faith  but  as  a  grain  of  muftard- 
feed,  which,  fays  the  Lord,  is  the  leajl  of  all  feeds. 
Matt.  xiii.  32.  it  (hall  in  nowifebedefpifed;  forfaith 
God  himfelf  by  the  prophet,  Zech.  iv.  io.  Who  hath 
defpifed  the  day  offmall  things  ?  Weak  faith  may  lay 
held  of  a  ftrong  Saviour;  and  a  trembling  hand 
often  receives  an  whole  Chrift,  and  pardoning  grace 
and  mtrey  from  him.  ‘Thefe  things  (faith  the  be¬ 
loved  difciple,  John  xx.  31.)  are  written  that  ye 
might  believe  that  Jefus  is  the  Chrift ,  the  fon  of  God ; 
and  that  believing  ye  might  have  life  through  his  name. 

4.  The  Spirit  further  inftruds  the  {inner,  who 
are  the  perfons  to  whom  this  pardoning  grace  and 
mercy  are  applied.  This  he  teaches,  by  the  abfo- 
lute  promifes  of  the  word,  which  reach  the  cafe  of 
the  moft  rebellious  criminals.  When  the  Redeemer 
of  Jfrael  afeended  up  on  high,  he  led  captivity  cap¬ 
tive,  he  received  gifts  for  men,  yea,  for  the  rebellious 
a]fo',  Pfal.  Ixviii.°x8.  What  an  emphafts  doth  the 
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Spirit  lay  upon  that  word,  yea ,  /er  the  rebellious  alfo ; 
but  not  a  greater  than  the  poor  finner  may  pro¬ 
nounce  it  with ;  the  good  Lord  help  fome  poor 
foul  at  this  time  to  lay  hold  of  it !  to  put  in  for 
a  hi  are  in  fo  great  mercy,  fo  invaluable  a  bleflsn? ! 
Grace  and  glory  were  purchafed  for  the  chief  of 
finners ;  for  this  is  a  faithful  faying  (a  truth  that  may 
be  depended  upon)  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that 
Chrift  Jefas  came  into  the  world  to  fave  finner s ,  of 
whom  I  am  chief  howbeit ,  for  this  caufe  I  obtained 
mercy,  that  in  mefirfi  Jefus  Chrift  might  fhew  forth  all 
long- fuff ering,  for  a  pattern  to  them  which  fhould  here¬ 
after  ' believe  on  him  to  life  everlafling ,  i  Tim.  i.  i  a 
16.  Is  this  a  faying  worthy  of  all  acceptation?  then 
carry  to  is  faying,  and  this  example  of  grace,  both 
of  tic  m  to  the  throne  of  grace,  and  give  him  no  reft 
who  fits  thereon,  till  he  afrefh. verifies  the  one,  and 
confirms  the  other.  Thefe  things  the  Spirit  never 
faiiS  to  inftrudl  the  man  in,  when  once  a  principle 
of  grace  is  wrought  in  the  heart.  Thefe  particulars 
1  have  had  opportunity  only  to  hint  at  •,  I  truft  the 
Spirit,  who  is  the  beft  teacher,  will  bring  them  to 
your  remembrance,  in  your  private  thoughts,  with 

douole  fweetnefs  and  enlargement.  I  am  now  to 
enquire, 

2.  What  are  the  various  affings  of  the  foul  in 
confequence  of  thefe  inftruftions. 

Thefe  lie  all  of  them  very  plain  in  the  text  be  ¬ 
fore  me  After  that  I  was  inflruhted,  1  finote  uvcn 
my  thigh  :  I  was  ajhamed ,  yea  even  confounded ,  be- 
caufe  I  did  bear  the  reproach  of  my  youth. 

Fiift,  The  foul  thus  inftrudied  forrows  after  a 
godly  fort.  This  is  the  firft  thing  in  which  £-0fpd- 

•  i  ,  *  .  t.  ,  ^  genuine  and  of  the 

ngnt  kind  ,  of  which  fmiting  upon  the  thigh ,  is  very 

expreffive.  The  phrafe  is  ufed  in  another  place, 
dj  which  t.iis  pafTage  may  be  juftly  explained  : 
lizek.  xx l.  12.  Cry  and  howl ,  fen  of  man.  for  it  (i.  e. 
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the  {word  of  God’s  anger)  /ball  be  upon  my  people:  it 
ft) all  be  upon  all  the  princes  of  Ifraei  \  terrors  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  fword  [hall  be  upon  my  people ,  finite  there¬ 
fore  upon  thy  thigh :  u  i.  e.  Give  a  fign  oi  thy  forrow, 
a  token  of  thy  grief*,  that  it  may  appear  to  others, 

“  that yoU)  above  ail  men,  are  afledted  with  the judg- 
“  ment  of  the  Lord,  which  is  denounced  againif 

<c  Jerufalem.” - Sin,  my  friends,  wounds  the 

confcience  ;  mercy  and  grace  melts  the  heart ;  and 
no  fooner  doth  the  poor  creature  become  fenfible 
of  the  one  as  well  as  the  other,  but  he  becomes 
like  new  bottles^  ready  to  burfiy  Job  xxxii.  19.  Per¬ 
mit  me  to  call  over  the  former  times  wherein  you 
were  enlightened  ;  how  was  it  with  you,  when  the 
day  fpring  from  on  high  vi filed  you  ?  when  the  Spi¬ 
rit  firft  {poke  peace  and  pardon  to  the  guilty  and 
rebellious  ?  when  the  Lord  addreffed  you  in  the 
language  following  my  text.  Is  Ephraim  my  dear 
fon  ?  is  he  a  pleafant  child  ?  for  fince  I  fpake  againfi 
him ,  1  do  earnefly  remember  him  fill:  therefore  my 
bowels  are  troubled  for  him ;  I  will  furely  have  mercy 
upon  him ,  faith  the  Lord.  Look  into  your  hearts, 
while  I  am  giving  you  a  defcription  of  mine  own . 
Did  you  not  then  ftek  a  corner  wherein  you  might 
hide  yourfelves  from  every  one,  fave  the  great  God 
to  whom  you  made  lupplication  ?  And  how  aid 
you  adt  before  your  offended  but  gracious  judge? 
Did  net  you  finite  upon  your  thigh ,  Handing  amazed 
at  the  riches  of  his  goodnefs,  long-fuffering  and 
forbearance ;  and  aftoniflied  at  your  ungrateful 
carriage,  your  mod  unworthy  behaviour  towards 
him  ?  Say,  poor  hearts  !  whether  you  did  not  for- 
row  after  a  godly  forty  2  Cor.  vii.  9.  It  may  be 
your  tears  drowned  your  voice;  but  it  was  impof- 
iible  they  flaould  fpoil  your  prayers.  Look  but  to 
the  9th  verfe  of  this  chapter,  and  you  may  fee  your 
own  pidture,  when  you  was  thus  preftrate  at  the 

throne  of  grace  ;  1 hey fie  all  come  with  weeping ,  and- 
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with  /applications  will  1  lead  them  ;  I  will  caufe  them 
to  walk  by  the  rivers  of  waters  in  a  freight  way , 
wherein  they  Jhall  not  fumble  ;  for  I  am  a  father  to 
Ifrael,  and  Ephraim  is  my  firfl-born.  There  was 
the  grand  occafion  of  Ephraim" s  bemoaning  himfelf 
afterwards,  becaufe,  faith  the  Lord,  ver.  17.  there 
is  hope  in  thine  end .  The  firfh  adt  of  the  foul  after 

the  Spirit’s  inftrudion,  is  his  frniting  upon  his  thigh, 
or  forrowing  after  a  godly  manner.  Secondly,  The 
foul  thus  inftrudted  is  filled  with  ftiame  and  con- 
fufion  of  face,  attended  with  an  utter  hatred  of  the 
fins  he  hath  been  guilty  of,  1  was  afhamed ,  yea  even 
confounded ,  becaufe  1  did  bear  the  reproach  of  my  youth. 
Shame  is  begotten  in  the  foul,  but  it  is  of  an  in¬ 
genuous  nature.  The  oftner  and  more  intenfely 
he  looks  upon  the  long  and  black  fcore  which  grace 
hath  forgiven  him,  the  more  is  he  afhamed,  and 
the  higher  doth  his  juft  indignation  againft  fin  arife  : 
an  indignation  againft  himfelf  for  what  is  paft,  and 
a  vehement  defire  to  keep  clear  of  the  like  offences 
in  his  future  courfe.  2  Cor.  vii.  11.  For  beholdy 
this  felf-fame  thing ,  that  ye  forrowed  after  a  godly 
forty  what  carefulnefs  it  wrought  in  you ,  yeay  what 
clearing  of  yourfelves ,  yea ,  what  indignation ,  yeay 
what  feary  yea ,  what  vehement  defire ,  yeay  what  zeal , 
yeay  what  revenge !  Lothing  of  ourfelves,  always 
follows  admiring  thoughts  of  the  fovereign,  match- 
leis  and  diftinguifhing  grace  of  God.  The  blood 
of  Jefus  is  the  beft  glafs,  wherein  to  fee  the  filth 
and  defilement  of  fin.  And  that  man  can  never 
be  faid  in  gofpel-phrafe  to  repent 9  who  is  unaffedted 
with  the  love  of  a  dying  Saviour,  or  unconcerned 
at  the  purity  and  holinefs  of  a  fin-hating  God.  We 
fhall  never  indeed  finite  upon  our  thighs,  till 
God  fhevvs  us  together  with  our  fins  his  own  par¬ 
doning  grace  and  mercy.  There  may  be  fear,  but 
there  will  be  no  love,  till  we  hear  him  faying, 
3.  I  have  loved  you  with  an  everlafting  love, 
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therefore  with  loving  kindnefs  have  I  drawn  you. 
And  is  this,  poor  foul,  the  real  matter  of  thy  ex¬ 
perience?  you  may  then  conclude  that  Jefus,  whom 
God  hath  exalted  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  hath 
bellowed  upon  you  repentance,  with  forgivenefs  of 
fins.  That  he  hath  granted  unto  you  repentance  unto 
life.  A£ts  v.  31.  compared  with  A  his  xi.  18, 
Thirdly,  The  foul  thus  inftrudted,  hath  an  abid- 
ing  fenfe  of  thefe  things.  He  is  not  weary  of  his 
rags  to  day,  and  pleafed  with  them  again  to  mor¬ 
row-,  humbled  for  fin  now,  and  wallowing  in  the 
fame  mire  and  dirt  anon  :  No,  1  did  bear  (faith 
Ephraim)  the  reproach  of  my  youth.  “  Wherever 
C{  I  went,  I  carried  it  along  with  me  my  fin  was 
“  ever  in  my  eyes,  and  mine  iniquity  was  always 
“  before  me :  I  never  thought  the  lighter  of  my 
“  fin,  for  its  being  forgiven  me ;  it  was  ftill  as 
“  grievous,  as  hateful  and  offenfive  in  mine  eyes 
as  ever.”  Happy  the  fouls  whofe  hatred  againft 
fin  continues ;  when  the  edge  of  their  firfl:  defires, 
and  the  warmth  of  their  firfl:  affedtions  are  loft ! 
they,  who  can  fay  at  all  times,  “  Lord,  I  cannot 
“  bear  to  offend  thee,  howfoever  thou  mayft  deal 
“  with  me.  I  love  thy  law,  I  love  thine  ordinances, 
“  I  love  thy  ways,  though  I  cannot  as  often  as  I 
wifh  for  find  the  place  where  my  beloved  feed- 
“  eth,  and  where  he  caufeth  his  flocks  to  reft  at 
“  noon,  Cant.  i.  7.  Sin  is  my  burden,  my  complaint, 
“  and  my  greateft  grievance ;  though  I  ftill  find  a 
‘5  law  in  my  members  warring  againft  the  law 
((  that  is  in  my  mind,  and  bringing  me  into  cap- 
“  tivity  to  the  law  of  fin,  which  is  in  my  mem- 
“  bers,  Rom.  \ ii.  23.”  This  is  the  fruit  of  the 
Spirit’s  work  in  thy  heart,  and  argues  thy  repen¬ 
tance  to  be  genuine  and  fincere. 

Fourthly,  The  foul  thus  inftrinfted,  is  moft  fen- 
fibly  affected  with  thofe  fins  to  which  he  hath  been 
ypoft  ^ddidted.  Heart-fins  are  bewailed  by  the 
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fincere  chriftian,  and  youthful  tranfgreffions  are 
never  forgotten  by  him.  Our  own  iniquity  is  moft 
carefully  watched  againft,  and  moft  frequently  con- 
fefied  before  God ;  this  pricked  us  to  the  heart 
when  firft  the  law  entered,  and  it  wounds  to  the 
quick  afterwards,  both  under  the  ifniles  of  his 
love,  and  the  hidings  of  his  countenance.  Ephraim’s 
confefiion  and  prayer  every  regenerate  foul  may 
join  in,  and  often  doth,  only  with  a  change  of  cir- 
cumftance.  Hof  xiv.  2,  3.  Take  away  all  iniquity, 
and  receive  us  gracioujly ,  fo  will  we  render  the  calves 
cf  our  lips .  Afhur  Jhall  not  fave  us,  we  will  not  ride 
upon  horfes ,  neither  will  we  fay  any  more  to  the  work 
of  our  hands ,  Ye  are  our  gods .  Here  he  confefles  and 
bewails  the  fin  he  had  been  addifted  to,  in  the 
moft  particular  and  affectionate  manner.  I  was 
afhamed,  yea  even  confounded,  hecaufe  1  didbear  the 
reproach  of  my  youth .  This  is  the  time  when  fins 
are  ufually  moft  vigorous  and  lively.  Blefled  then 
are  they  who  in  their  early  part  of  life,  are  brought 
to  fee  their  own  vilenefs,  and  the  need  they  ftand 
in  of  a  Saviour  !  To  be  brought  to  Chrift  betimes, 
O  !  how  definable  a  thing  is  it !  many  fins  are  here¬ 
by  prevented,  which  are  often  the  great  burden  of 
old  age  ;  and  what  is  (till  more  pleafing,  the  good 
ways  of  God  do  then  fuftain  no  reproach  upon  our 
account. 

I  might  add, 

Fifthly,  The  foul  thus  inftrudled  always  applieth 
to  the  blood  of  Chrift  for  pardon.  But  this  having 
been  in  fome  meafure  fpoken  to  under  a  former 
head,  and  not  exprefsly  contained  in  the  text,  I 
lhall  wholly  wave  any  enlargement;  and  conclude 
with  mentioning  three  or  four  remarks  upon  the 
whole. 

Remark  I.  Repentance  can  never  be  a  condition 
of  the  covenant  of  grace  ;  feeing  it  is  itfelf  a  blef- 
*  ling  of  the  covenant ;  and  a  blefling  owing  wholly 
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and  alone  to  almighty  power  and  grace.  Surely 
after  that  I  was  turned ,  1  repented.  It  is  ftrange  we 
fhould  be  fo  fond  of  making  conditions  for  our- 
felves,  when  we  have  not  the  lead;  warrant  from 
God  io  to  do.  But  vain  man  would  be  wife ;  and 
in  his  natural  flate  unwilling  to  be  faved  merely 
upon  the  footing  of  grace. 

Remark  II.  What  a  mighty  change  doth  grace 
work  in  the  foul.  Old  things  pafs  away,  and  all 
things  become  new  :  the  ruins  of  the  fall  are  not 
repaired  only  by  Chrift  ;  but  the  old  foundation  is 
wholly  removed,  and  a  new  one  is  laid,  in  which 
grace  alone  bears  the  glory. 

Remark  III.  See,  believer,  what  doflrines  make 
moft  for  your  encouragement  at  firft,  and  for  your 
comfort  and  fupport  afterwards.  Hope  that  mak- 
eth  not  afhamed,  can  proceed  only  from  Chrift 
Jefus ,  who  is  our  hope.  And  every  doctrine  which 
leads  not  to  him,  either  dire&ly  or  by  confequence, 
always  damps  our  hopes,  marrs  our  peace,  and  fpoils 
our  comfort. 

Remark  IV.  We  mud  look  to  the  fame  power 
and  grace  that  laid  the  foundation,  to  rear  the 
fuperftrudture  and  finifh  the  building.  Repentance 
is  a  daily  w'ork  ;  and  we  have  as  much  need  to 
fay  every  day,  as  we  had  at  our  firft  fetting  our  faces 
Zion-ward,  L urn  thou  me,  and  1  jhall  be  turned ,  for 
thou  art  the  Lord  my  God.  The  text  holds  always 
true ;  may  we  be  led  daily  further  into  the  fweet- 
nefs  and  comprehenfive  fulnefs  of  it.  Surely  after 
that  I  was  turned,  I  repented  ;  and  after  that  I  was 
inftrufted,  I  fmote  upon  my  thigh  :  I  was  afhamed, 
yea  even  confounded,  becaufe  I  did  bear  the  re¬ 
proach  of  my  youth. 

But  I  add  no  more- 
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Chrifi:  the  Covenant,  of  his  people. 


Isaiah  xlix.,8.  middle  claufe. 

1  will  preferve  thee>  and  give  thee  for  a  cove¬ 
nant  of  the  people.  :1 


IN  this  chapter  we  have  an  account  of  that 
everlafting  covenant  which  pafled  between  the 
Father  and  the  Son,  touching  the  recovery  and 
falvation  of  loft  man.  I  his,  as  it  lies  at  tne 
foundation  of  all  that  grace  and  mercy  eleft  tinners 
receive  in  time,  both  in  their  regeneration,  calling, 
adoption  and  glorification,  is  necefTaiy  to  be  fiift 
confidered,  before  we  take  a  view  of  the  bieffings 
themfelves.  Chrift’s  dying  for  them  that  were  with - 
out  ftrength)  in  time,  depended  upon  fome  covenant- 
fettlement  and  agreement  which  there  was  about 
it  in  eternity.  Therefore  God  the  Father  is  called 
in  the  verfe  before  my  text  the  Redeemer  of  Ifraei. , 
find  bis  holy  One ,  long  before  the  Mediator  appeared 
in  the  flefh ;  becaufe  the  plan  of  redemption  was 
then  laid,  and  he  had  Iworn  by  his  holineis  that 
whatever  was  promifed  our  iurety,  fhould  be  per¬ 
formed.  Though  deipifed  of  man,  in  his  humbled 

ftate,  abhorred  of  his  own  nation,  yea  a  ftrvant  of 

rulers ; 
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rulers  ;  the  day  fhould  come  when  kings  fhould  fee 
and  arife,  princes  alfo  fhould  worihip :  A  faithful 
God  would  give  him  the  heathen  for  his  inheri- 
lance  and  the  uttermoft  part  of  the  earth  for  his 
po  efnon.  Thus  faith  the  Lord ,  In  an  acceptable  time 
have  I  heard  thee,  and  in  the  day  of  falvation  have  I 
celled  thee  ;  and  1  will  preferve  thee ,  and  give  thee 
Jor  a  covenant  of  the  people.  That  is,  “  I  fee  be- 
‘‘  forehand  the  greatnefs  of  thy  work,  and  the  need 
thou  wilt  (land  in  of  immediate  luccours  from 
heaven,  in  the  faithful  difcharge  of  it  •,  but  the 
^  time  of  thy  help  is  fixed  ;  thou  fbalt  no  fooner 
call,  than  I  will  hear;  falvation  is  prepared,  and 
laid  by,  ready  for  thee.  I  will  preferve  thee,  and 
give  tnee  a  covenant  of  the  people.  I  confider 
“  thee  as  the  reprefenting  head  of  all  mineeledl:;  I 
“  covenant  with  thee  for  them  :  and  as  fuch  I  de- 
l*ver  thy  hands  for  them  all  covenant-blef- 
“  fings.”  Chrift  is  called  in  our  text  the  covenant , 
not  barely  becaufe  the  covenant  was  made  with  him 
on  behalf  of  the  eledf,  but  alfo  becaufe  the  Father- 
dtfigned  and  fet  him  apart,  as  well  to  apply  re¬ 
demption  as  to  obtain  it.  As  he  was  to  have  the 
burden  of  purchafing  promifed  benefits  for  finners; 
he  is  to  have  the  honour  of  diftributing  and  con¬ 
ferring  them  alfo  :  for  Vo  it  follows,  I  will  give  thee 
for  a  covenant  of  the  people ,  to  eftablifh  the  earth,  to 
caufe  to  inherit  defolate  heritages ;  that  thou  mayfi  fay 
to  the  prifoners ,  Go  forth ;  to  them  that  are  in  dark- 
nefs.  Shew yourfelves. 

In  difcourfir.g  on  thefe  words  I  fhall  Ihew, 

I.  What  this  covenant  touching  mans  redemption 
is. 

II.  That  fuch  a  covenant  hath  palled  between 
the  Father  and  the  Son  before  all  worlds. 

III.  Who  the  people  are,  for  whom  Chrift  was 
given  to  be  a  covenant, 
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IV,  What 
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IV.  What  are  the  bleffings  redounding  to  the 
people  by  this  covenant.  And  fo, 

V.  Apply. 

I.  I  am  to  confider  what  this  covenant  touching 
man’s  redemption  is  ?  A  covenant,  in  the  general 
acceptation  of  the  word,  is  an  agreement  between 
two  parties  in  any  thing,  or  end,  upon  certain  ar¬ 
ticles  or  conditions,  which  both  freely  confent  to. — 
Thus  it  is  faid  of  Abraham  and  Abimelech ,  that  they 
two  made  a  covenant  at  Beerjheba ,  Gen.  xxi.  32. 
that  is,  they  entered  into  a  league,  or  voluntary 
agreement  one  with  another,  to  maintain  each  other’s 
properties,  and  to  fee  that  no  one  did  the  other  any 
wrong.  Sometimes  this  was  done  by  fwearing  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord ;  as  in  the  cale  of  Jonathan 
and  David ,  1  Sam .  xx  42.  wherein  a  folemn  ap¬ 
peal  was  made  to  God,  that  he  fihould  avenge  all 
infincerity  and  double  dealing,  if  any  fhotild  be 
found  in  either  of  the  parties.  At  other  times  it 
was  done  by  facrifice,  wherein  the  teaft  was  cut 
afunder,  and  the  covenanting  parties  went  between 
the  halves,  to  fignify  their  wifh  or  imprecation  that 
they  might  be  ferved  as  thofe  (lain  beafts  were,  if 
either  of  them  broke  the  covenant  which  they  made. 
Thus,  Jer.  xxxiv.  18.  This  is  the  idea  of  a  cove¬ 
nant  between  man  and  man  :  .any  agreement  where- 
in  a  propofal  is  made,  upon  certain  terms  and  con¬ 
ditions  which  both  parties  freely  confent  to,  is  call’d 
a  covenant .  As  when  we  hire  a  fervant,  fuch  and 
fuch  work  we  require  to  be  done  by  him,  and  for 
his  work  we  engage  to  give  fuch  and  fuch  wages : 
without  the  wages  we  have  no  right  to  his  fervice*, 
without  the  fervice,  he  hath  no  demand  upon  us  for 
wages.  The  thing  is  fettled  and  agreed  upon  be¬ 
tween  both,  and  this  makes  it  a  covenant.  Such 
is  the  nature  of  the  covenant  my  text  [peaks  of  be¬ 
tween  God  and  Chrift,  Jehovah  the  Father,  and  Je¬ 
hovah 
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hovah  the  Son :  For,  “  what  is  the  covenant  of  grace, 
“  but  an  agreement  between  God  the  Father  and 
“  Chrift,  upon  the  great  concern  of  our  falvation  ?*” 
i  he  covenant  of  grace ,  or  as  others  cali  it,  the 
covenant  of  redemption ,  is.  an  eternal  tranfa&ion 
b,  tween  the  Father  and  Chrift  ;  a  confultation  and 
agreement  between  thefe  two  glorious  perfons,  how 
man  Ihould  be  faved  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  fall,  in 
a  way  becoming  God.  Flence  we  read  of  th z  court- 
felof  peace  that  Ihould  be  between  them  both,  Zech. 
vi.  13.  Peace,  reconciliation,  and  life,  to  finful 
man,  was  the;  thing  propofed ;  and  it  was  a  thing 
wifely  contrived,  therefore  called  counjel.  This 
couniei  or  peace  is  faid  to  have  been  between  them 
both  ;  becaufe  it  was  ftipulated,  and  agreed  to,  on 
luch  and  fuch  terms  between  both  the  contracting 
parties.  Mercy  to  loft  finners  is  lhewn  upon  terms° 
articles  and  conditions,  which  were  thus  agreed  to 
in  eternity  :  I  bus  concerning  the  nature  of  the  co¬ 
venant.  This  leads  to  Ihew, 

II.  That  fuch  a' covenant  hath  palled  between  the 
Father  and  the  Son  before  all  worlds  ;  that  fuch  a 
tranfa&ion  and  agreement  is  fubfifting  between  them 
on  the  finner’s  account. 

Three  things  are  needful  to  prove  this  :  That 
there  were  terms  made,  or  work  demanded  ;  that 
there  were  promifes  given  5  and  that  there  were 
mutual  trufts  between  both  the  glorious  parties ;  for 
this  covenant  was  an  eternal  tranlaclion. 

1 .  That  there  wereterms  made,  or  work  demand¬ 
ed  of  the  Mediator,  which  were  plainly  thefe  four. 

Firft,  1  hat  Chrift  fhouid  take  the  name  of  his 
covenant-people  upon  himfelf,  and  become  their 

*  Thus  it  is  well  explain’d  in  a  book  call'd.  Social  Religion 
exemplified',  where  there  is  the  mok  plain,  concife,  fcriptural  ac- 
coip  t  of  this  glorious  tranfadion,  that  i  remember  to  have  met 
with.  Dialogue  V,  page  29. 

repre- 
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reprefenting  head.  This  was  the  firft  requirement/ 
to  reprefent  the  perfons,  and  bear  all  the  names  of 
e! eft  Tinners;  and  a  great  aft  of  condefcenfion  in  the 
Son  of  God  it  was.  Accordingly  we  read  of  him, 
Prov.  viii.  22,  23,  The  Lord  poffeff'ed  me  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  his  way ,  before  his  works  of  old .  I  was  fet 
up  from  everlafiingi  from  the  beginnings  or  ever  the 
earth  was .  “  Pie  pitched  upon  me  in  his  everlaft- 
“  ing  counfel,  before  creation-work  began,  to  be 
46  the  head  of  the  covenant.  I  was  his  treafure,  the 
4C  only  perfon  fit  for  fo  glorious  a  truft.”  Hence  the 
Redeemer  is  called  in  old  teftament  language,  God's 
fervants  ver.  3.  ofPIezekiah:  Thou  art  my  fervant9 
O  Ifrael ,  in  whom  I  will  be  glorified .  This  is  an  ad- 
drefs  to  Chrift ;  and  obferve,  he  is  called  by  the 
name  of  thofe  he  reprefented ;  becaufe  he  is  con- 
fidered  as  given  for  a  covenant  cf  the  people.  A  gree- 
able  to  this  in  the  new  teftament  he  is  called  the 
fecond  or  laft  Adamy  1  Cor.  xv.  45.  Hence  our 
dying  Mediator  ufes  this  plea  with  the  Father  on 
their  behalf ;  1  pray  for  them  :  I  pray  not  for  the 
zdbrlds  but  for  them  which  thou  haft  given  me9  for 
they  are  thine.  And  all  mine  are  thine ,  and  thine  are 
rnine^  and  I  am  glorified  in  them9  John  xvii.  9. 

Secondly,  It  was  a  term  or  demand  upon  Chrift, 
that  he  fiiould  become  man.  The  nature  that  fin¬ 
ned  muft  obey  and  fuffer,  that  falvation  might  be 
obtained  in  a  way  becoming  God  :  The  honour  of 
God’s  law,  the  rights  of  his  juftice,  the  glory  of 
his  holineis  and  truth,  could  be  fecured  no  other 
way.  Hence  we  read  concerning  Chrift,  Pfal.  xk 
6,  7.  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  did  ft  not  defire ,  mine 
ea^s  haft  thou  opened  9  (or,  a  body  thou  haft  prepared 
me s  Heb.  x.  5.)  then  faid  /,  Loy  I  come:  In  the  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  book  it  is  written  of  me ,  /  delight  to  do 
thy  wilf  O  my  God  \  yea ,  thy  law  is  within  my  heart . 
This  therefore  was  propofed,  this  was  required  by 
God  the  Father,  and  nofooner  required,  than  com- 
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plied  with  :  1  delight  to  do  thy  will .  Nay,  he  feems 
to  think  long  till  the  day  of  his  incarnation  was 
fully  come.  His  name  was  put  down  according  to 
covenant-agreement,  and  he  was  ready.  Again, 

Thirdly,  In  this  body  Chrift  was  to  fulfii^God’s 
whole  law.  Perfect  righteoufnefs  though  it  cannot 
be  wrought  out  by  us,  it  muft  be  for  us.  The  furety 
undertook  for  our  debt  of  obedience,  as  well  as 
fuffermg.  Hence  God  is  faid  to  have  laid  help 
upon  one  that  is  mighty ,  Pfal.  lxxxix.  19.  One  that 
could  go  through  with  the  whole  of  Redemption- 
work:  the  Mediator’s  ear  was  boredy  to  fignify,  that 
he  agreed  to  perform  the  whole  fervice,  and  that 
willingly,  which  was  to  be  obedient  even  unto  death . 

Fourthly,  It  was  a  fpecial  term  of  the  covenant, 
that  Chrift  fhould  feal  all  his  obedience  with  his 
blood.  This  was  a  principal  article  in  the  ever- 
lafting  covenant,  and  the  hotteft  fervice  Chrift  was 
to  perform,  and  therefore  particularly  infilled  on  by 
the  Father.  Accordingly  he  faith,  John  x.  18.  Hay 
down  my  life . — This  commandment  have  I  received  of 
my  Father.  So  in  Ifa.  liii.  10.  When  thou  fait  make 
his  foul  an  offering  for  fin ,  &c.  Heconfented  in  this 
everlafting  covenant  to  be  fin,  and  a  curfe  for  his 
people.  “  I  will  be  furety  for  them  ;  at  my  hands 
46  fhalt  thou  require  them.”  In  this  view  Chrift  was 
a  Lamb  Jlainfrom  the  foundation  of  the  world .  Thele 
are  the  terms  of  the  covenant, 
v  2.  In  this  covenant  there  were  promifes  given. 
Chrift  thus  firmly  and  freely  confenting,  and  bind¬ 
ing  himfelf  to  perform  thefe  terms  and  conditions 
required ;  in  purfuance  hereof  the  Father  makes 
promifes  to  him.  As, 

Firft,  That  he  would  fit  Chrift  for  his  work. 
Ifai.  xi.  r,  2.  There  fall  come  forth  a  rod  cut  of  the 
Jiem  of  Jeffe,  and  a  branch  fall  grow  out  of  his  roots . 
And  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  fall  ref  upon  him ,  the 
fpirit  of  wifdom  and  underjl  ending ,  (he  f part  of  conn  [el 

and 
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and  might ,  the  fpirit  of  knowledge  and  of  the  fear  of 
the  Lord.  Chrift’s  human  nature  was  a.  creature, 
and  fo  could  not  furnifh  itfelf  with  needful  gifts 
for  this  great  undertaking.  As  united  to  the  God¬ 
head  it  was  preferved  from  fin,  but  it  was  needful 
that  there  fhould  be  alfo  conftant  communications 
from  the  Spirit  to  preferve  and  uphold  it,  and  fit  it 
for  the  fervice  to  which  it  was  called.  Upon  this 
account  we  read,  John  iii.  34.  Cod  giveth  not  the 
fpirit  by  meafure  unto  him.  He  needed  not  this  as 
God,  but  as  man.  Hence  Pfal.  lxxxix.  20.  God  is 
faid  not  only  to  have  laid  help  upon  him ,  but  to  have 
put  help  in  him  ;  With  my  holy  oil  have  I  anointed 
him,  with  whom  my  hand  /hall  be  ejlablijhed.  “  I  have 
“  fet  him  apart  for  my  iervice,  and  filled  him 
“  with  my  Spirit.”  He  is  anointed  with  the  oil  of 
gladnefs  above  his  fellows ,  Pfal.  xlv.  j.  None  ever 
had  his  work  to  do,  none  ever  had  his  fupply,  to 
fit  him  for  it:  The  phrafe  is  taken  from  the  cufi- 
tom  of  fetting  apart  to  the  extraordinary  offices  of 
Prophets,  Priefts  and  Kings :  Chrift,  as  Mediator 
was  called  to  execute  all  three ;  and  he  was  by 
this  unftion  of  the  Spirit  eminently  fitted  for  every 
one. 

Secondly,  The  Father  promifed  to  aflift  Chrift 
in  his  work,  Pfal.  lxxxix.  21,  22.  With  whom  my 
hand  Jh all  be  efiablijhed ,  mine  arm  alfo  [hall  not  exabl- 
upon  him ,  nor  the  fon  of  wickednefs  affebl  him.  Satan 
had  much  to  do  with  Chrift,  though  he  found  no¬ 
thing  in  him,  John  xiv.  30.  He  was  tempted  in 
the  wildernefs,  and  tempted  on  the  crofs ;  earth 
and  hell  were  both  fet  againft  him  \  but  from  God 
he  received  his  commiffion,  and  from  him  he  looked 
for  protection  and  ftrength.  Accordingly  his  hu¬ 
man  nature  was  lupported  by  an  invifibic  power ; 
He  was  led  by  the  Spirit  into  the  wildernefs  to  be  tempted 
of  the  devi[  Matth.  iv.  1.  but  he  was  not  left  there 
to  be  overcome  by  him*,  he fuffered}  beiw  tempted , 

Heb. 
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Heb.  ii.  18.  but  he  never  fell  by  any  temptation  % 
even  when  God’s  hand  and  f word  awoke  againft 
him  ;  ev erl eft ing  arms  were  underneath  him  *,  neither 
force  nor  fraud  could  bring  him  to  think  hardly  of 
his  Father,  or  to  make  any  flop  in  the  work  which 
God  had  given  him  to  do.  Here  was  a  promife 
given,  that  there  fhould  be  no  exacting,  nor  any 
affliction,  further  than  what  was  appointed  before* 
hand,  and  provision  made  againft  it,  in  the  ever- 
laftino*  covenant./ 

Thirdly,  The  Father  promifed  to  carry  Chrift 
fafely  and  honourably  through  his  work.  The  work 
which  he  had  begun  he  fhould  certainly  perform  ; 
God  was  at  his  right  hand ,  fo  that  he  could  not  be 
moved ,  Pfal.  xvi.  8.  Behold  my  fervant  whom  I 
uphold ,  mine  eleSt  in  whom  my  Joul  delight eth  ;  I  have 

put  my  Spirit  upon  him. - He  Jhall  not  fail ,  nor  be 

difeouraged,  till  he  hath  fet  judgment  in  the  earth, 
Ifa.  xlii.  x,  4.  Upon  this  covenant-promife  his  eye 
was  fixed,  through  the  whole  courfe  of  his  obedience 
on  earth,  and  to  this  he  fled  in  the  la  ft  article  of  it. 
When  flelh  failed,  and  fpirits  failed,  his  heart,  his 
truft,  and  his  hopes,  were  neither  of  them  moved. 
See  how  he  owns  relation  when  the  darkeft  cloud 
covered  him  •,  MyGod,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken 
me!  Mat.  xxvii.  46.  1  am  thine  ftill ;  thy  fon, 

thy  fervant,  thy  volunteer;  mine  ear  haft  thou  opened-, 
why  am  I  thus  forfaken  ?  But  thou  a  t  holy,  O 
thou  that  inhabiteft  the  praifes  of  lfrael,  Pfal.  xx.  3. 
Thy  covenant-promifes  fail  not :  Our  fathers  trufted 
in  thee :  they  trufted,  and  thou  didft  deliver  them, 
ver.  4.  I  was  caft  upon  thee  from  the  womb-,  I  fliall 
be  upheld  by  thee  ftill.  Be  not  far  from  me,  for 
trouble  is  near,  for  there  is  none  to  help,  ver.  10,  ix. 
None  other  helper  I  need  ;  none  1  crave  ;  but  help 
from  thee  I  afk,  1  demand,  1  have.  The  l  Idled 
jefus  was  not  delivered  from  death,  but  he  was 
ftrongly  happened  in  dying.  lie  pleaded  the  pro- 
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nvife  which  God  gave  him  in  covenant,  and  found 
it  fure.  Of  this  he  received  the  grant  before,  and 
he.  expected  and  had  the  fulfilment  of  it  then  :  He 
Jhall  cry  unto  me,  Thou  art  my  father ,  my  God,  and 
the  rock  of  my  falvation ,  Pfal.  lxxxix.  26. 

Fourthly,  The  Father  promifed  Chrift  a  feed  to 
ferve  him  \  and  great  glory  after  this  his  work  was 
ended.  Ifa.  liii.  10.  When  thou  fhalt  make  his  foul  an 
offering  for  fin ,  he  Jhall  fee  his  feed ,  he  jhall  prolong 
his  days ,  and  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  Jhall  profper  in 
his  hand .  He  Jhall  fee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul ,  and 
be  fatisfied ,  Pfal.  cx.  3.  Thy  people  Jhall  be  willing  in 
the  day  of  thy  power ,  &c.  A  bleffing  this,  which 
comes  to  him  through  the  covenant,  becaufe  it  was 
promifed  him  in  it.  Pfal.  lxxxix.  28,  29,  My  mercy 
will  I  keep  for  him  for  evermore,  and  my  covenant  ffall 
JtandfaJl  with  him :  his  feed  alfo  will  I  make  to  en¬ 
dure  for  ever ,  and  his  throne  as  the  days  of  heaven . 
This  was  the  joy  that  was  fet  before  him ,  for  the 
fake  of  this  he  defpifed  the  fame,  Fleb.  x  i.  2.  His 
children  and  he  fhould  one  day  fee  their  Father’s 
face  with  joy,  though  from  him  it  was  awfully  hid 
then.  There  were  becoming  wages  annexed  to  this 
his  work:  After  the  crofs  was  to  come  the  crown. 
He  humbled  himfelf,  and  God  hath  highly  exalted 
him ,  and  given  him  aname  above  every  name,  Phil.  ii.  9. 
There  was  a  perfonal  glory  put  upon  Chrift;  he 
ftands  in  the  rnidft  of  the  throne  as  the  Lamb  that 
had  been  fain  ;  all  rule  and  authority  is  commit¬ 
ted  unto  him  as  Mediator  :  he  keeps  the  keys  of 
hell  and  of  death  5  and  fits  as  an  advocate  in  the 
virtue  of  that  blood  which  he  fhed  as  a  Redeemer. 
And  then  there  is  his  glory  as  head  of  his  feed  :  Be¬ 
ing  given  to  him  in  covenant,  they  (hall  be  brought 
by  him  to  take  hold  of  the  covenant,  fas  in  the 
Pfalm  before  quoted,  cx.  3.)  They  Jhall  be  willing  : 
They  (hall  be  brought  to  bow  before  his  fcepter  ; 
jjnd  there  (hall  be  a  numerous  fucceffion  of  them  ; 

I)  they 
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they  fhall  exceed  the  drops  of  morning  dew.  He 
ft  jail  fee  the  travail  of  his'foul ,  and  be  fatisfied.  It 
is  owmg  to  thefe  promiles  of  the  covenant,  that 
the  church  is  buik  fo  firm,  that  it  ftands  fo  lure. 
It  is  the  Redeemer’s  throne,  and  therefore  it  fhall 
abide  as  the  days  of  heaven .  There  fhall  be  a  church 
where  his  name  (hull  be  known  ;  where  his  praifes 
fhall  live,  fo  long  as  therein  a  world;  nay,  when 
the  world  fhall  be  burnt  up,  the  Redeemer's  throne 
fhall  fiourirh  ftili  ;  mercy  fhall  be  built  up  for  ever  ; 
it  begins  to  take  place  in  time,  but  it  runs  parallel 
with  eternity.  Oh  !  look  for  the  mercy  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  mercy  which  was  promifed 
to  him,  that  mercy  which  he  lives  to  give  you* 
unto  eternal  life  ! 

Thefe  were  the  promifes  given  in  the  covenant. 

•3.  In  this  covenant  there  were  mutual  trufts  which 
the  glorious  parties  repofed  in  each  other.  God  the 
Father  trufted  his  Son  that  he  would  come  in  the 
fulnefs  of  time  to  do  his  will,  in  making  good  the 
articles  of  his  redemption  work  *,  upon  the  credit  of 
this,  all  old-teftament  Saints  were  faved,  Rom .  iii. 
25,  26.  God  the  Son  trufts  the  Father,  now  the 
ranfom  is  paid,  that  upon  the  condition  hereof,  he 
will  juftify  and  five  all  thofe  that  remain  to  be 
gathered  in.  Hence  it  is  that  the  Father  is  called 
in  this  covenant,  JfraeF s  Redeemer,  and  kis  Holy 
One ,  ver.  7.  And  in  making  it*  is  faid  to  have 
/worn  by  his  holinefs  that  he  will  not  lie  unto  David , 
Pfal.  Ixxxix.  35. 

Well ;  thefe  were  the  propofals  Chrift  confented 
to,  thefe  were  the  promifes  given  him  in  purfuance 
hereof,  and  thefe  the  mutual  trufts  between  the 
Father  and  him  :  All  thefe  things  taken  together 
make  it  appear,  that  there  was  luch  a  covenant, 
and  on  what  account  this  covenant  was  entered  into, 
wherein  is  all  our  falvation  and  all  our  defire.  I 
go  on  to  confkfer, 


III.  Who 
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III.  Who  are  the  people  for  whom  (Thrift  was 
given  as  a  covenant.  J  will  preferve  thee ,  and  give 
thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people.  They  are  fpoken 
of  here  indefinitely,  but  in  other  parts  of  the  word 
of  God,  they  are  fpoken  of  as  a  definite  number, 
whofe  names  are  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life. 
Rev.  xiii.  8.  Chrift  took  down  their  names,  for 
whom  he  agreed  in  the  covenant  of  life  ;  a  needlefs 
thing,  if  ail  men  without  exception  have  life  by 
him.  But  fuch  whom  Chrift  undertook  for,  are 
calle  J  his  feed,  his  children ,  his  foeep^  his  own  people, 
formed  -for  himtelf,  in  oppofition  to  the  whole 
world  that  lieth  in  wickednefs.  Thofe  he  inter- 
.  ds  *or  ^  heaven.  And,  faith  he,  I  pray  for 
them,  I  pray  not  for  the  world,  John  xvii.  9.  Chrift 
covenanted  lor  none  in  eternity,  but  fuch  whom  the 
father  undertook  fhould  believe  on  him  in  time. 
By  his  knowledge  fhall  my  r  ighteous  fervant  jujlify 
many  ;  for  he  fhall  boar  their  iniquities,  i!a.  lxiii.  if. 
Would  you  know  particularly  who  thefe  were  ? 

1.  They  are  fuch  as  are  brought  to  feek  happi- 
neis  and  life  purely  upon  the  footing  of  this  cove¬ 
nant.  This,  faith  David  with  his  dying  breath,  is 
all  my  falvation,  and  all  my  defire ,  2  Sam.  x xiii/  r. 
Such  are  under  grace.  All  their  expectation  and 
hopes  are  from  God’s  covenant,  not  their  own 
doings.  Covenant-pardon,  righteoufnefs,  ftrenoth, 
fuppoifs,  comforts-,  on  thefe  their  fouls  live.  God 
teaches  them  to  renounce  all  other  holds. 

.  2-  The  Meffenger  of  the  covenant  is  their  delight. 

Mai.  111.  1.  The  Lord  whom ye  feek fhall fuddenheotne 
to  an  temple,  even  the  Meffenger  of  the  covenant , 
whom  ye f  eight  in.  God’s  chofen  is  their  chofen 
too.  1  hey  have  ventured  their  fouls  upon  Chrift, 
tney  c.eave  to  Chrift,  they  rejoice  in  Chrift,  as  the 
foundation,  the  fecurify,  the  life,  yea,  the  ail  of 

t  e  covenant.  1  his  is  a  good  evidence  ofinterefi: 
in  tnc  coven  me. 

D  2  3*  They 
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3.  They  are  fuch  as  have  the  Spirit  of  the  co¬ 
venant  in  their  hearts.  You  may  judge  whether 
you  have  this  bleffing  three  ways.  Wherever  the 
Spirit  is  given  he  comes  as  a  ipirit  of  grace  and 
iupplication.  Chrift’s  Father  is  our  Father,  and 
we  go  to  him,  in  a  way  of  faith  and  prayer,  as  fuch. 
Moreover,  he  is  a  Spirit  of  liberty  :  Such  are  alive 
to  God.  Though  once  darknefs,  now  they  are 
light  •,  though  once  enemies,  now  they  are  friends ; 
though  once  bound,  now  they  are  free.  Again, 
he  is  a  Spirit  of  fanbtificadon  and  holinefs.  Where 
there  is  a  living  on  the  grace  of  the  covenant,  there 
will  be  a  living  in  the  duties  of  the  covenant :  I 
will  put  my  fpirit  within  them ,  and  they  Jhall  keep  my 
ftatutes ,  and  do  them,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  27.  This  leads 
to  confider, 

IV.  What  are  the  blefiings  redounding  to  the 

people  by  this  covenant. 

Firft,  By  this  their  calling  is  fecured.  ‘Thou /halt 
fay  to  the  prifoners ,  Go  forth,  ver.  <y-  The  day  of 
our  effectual  calling,  is  the  day  of  Chrift’s  power. 
God  remember,  this  holy  covenant,  whenever  he 
quickens  and  draws  a  dead  finner  to  Chrih,  Tne 
price  is  paid,  therefore  God  is  but  faithful  and  juft, 
to  his  Son,  in  letting  the  poor  captive  free. 

Secondly,  In  virtue  of  this  covenant,  all  grace  is 
trea lured  up  for  thee,  believer  in  t  hrift.  Look  to 
Jefus  i  the  all  of  the  covenant  is  comprehended  in 
him  ;  through  him  grace  reigneth.  There  is  your 
fulnefs,  your  ftock,  your  riches.  Improve  Chrift 
more,  and  your  life  will  be  more  comfortable  and 

fruitful.  ,  ... 

Thirdly,  A'l  fcllowfhip  and  communion  with 

God  is  by  virtue  of  this  covenant.  It  is  through 
Chrift,  as  our  covenant-reprefenting  head,  that  be¬ 
lievers  draw  nish  to  God,  lieh.  x.  22. 

Fourth!;, 
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Fourthly,  In  virtue  of  this  covenant  eternal  life 
is  given;  Tit.  i.  2.  In  hope  of  eternal  life*  which  God 
that  cannot  lie ,  promt  fed  before  the  world  began .  Thou 
haft  nothing  of  thine  own  to  plead ;  but  thou  mayft 
plead,  Chrijl  hath  died .  The  inheritance  is  pur- 
chafed  and  promifed,  therefore  it'muft  be  fecure. 

Thefe  are  the  bleffings  redounding  to  the  people 
by  this  covenant.  Which  brings  me, 

V.  To  apply  or  make  fome  ufes,  by  way  both 
of  dodtrine  and  pradtice. 

Use  i.  Chrift  and  his  feed  are  comprehended 
in  one  and  the  fame  covenant.  He  was  firft  chofen 
in  order  of  nature,  then  they  were  confidered  and 
chofen  in  him ;  Chrift  as  the  head,  they  as  the 
members  :  Chrift  as  the  root,  they  as  the  branches: 
He  ftands  in  the  covenant  not  as  a  fingle  perfon, 
but  as  the  reprefentative  head,  the  common  root  of 
all  his  pofterity.  I  have  made  a  covenant  with  my 
chofen ,  that  mercy  fhall  be  built  up  for  ever  for  his 
feed,  and  my  covenant  fhall  be  eftablifhed  with 
them,  Pfal,  Ixxxix.  2,  3,4.  Thefamecovenantwhich 
is  made  with  Chrift  as  God’s  chofen  is  eftablifhed 
with  his  feed.  Not  two  different  covenants,  but 
one  and  the  fame  covenant.  For  diftindtion’s  fake, 
divines  have  often  confidered  that  part  of  the  co¬ 
venant  which  relates  to  Chrift,  as  undertaking  to  be 
our  Mediator,  performing  the  conditions,  and  re¬ 
ceiving  the  fpecial  promifes  made  to  him,  under  the 
name  and  notion  of  the  covenant  of  redemption  :  The 
other  part  of  the  covenant,  wherein  we  are  con- 
fidtred  as  having  an  intereft  in  the  bleffings  pur- 
chafed  by  him,  they  call  the  covenant  of  grace  .*  But 

thefe 


*  Upon  different  views  this  diftinGion  is  maintained  by  many, 
as  Dr  Owen,  Mr.  Charnock ,  Mr.  Flauel ,  Mr.  Gilltfpie,  &C.  It 
is  explained  in  a  fenfe  confident  with  the  perfections  and  grace 
of  God.  But  by  others  it  is  made  a  foundation  for  God's  en- 
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thefe  conditions  were  \  erformed  by  him  as  our 
furcy,  oar  kinfman-redecmer  ;  and  thefe  prornifes 
whicn  he  received  of  the  Father  ail  redound  to  our 
temporal  and  everlafting  advantage.  By  the  blood 
of  the  fame  covenant  he  made  fatisfa&ion,  and  we 
obtain  oeiiverance.  As  for  thee  alfo ,  by  the  blood  of 
tuy  covenant,  I  have  feat  forth  thy  prifoners  out  of 
the  pit  wherein  is  no  water ,  Zech.  ix.  1 1. 

Use  2.  That  which  is  a  covenant  of  g race  to 
us,  is  a  covenant  of  works  to  Chrift.  We  are  jufti- 
fied  purely  by  the  Father’s  grace,  but  this  was  thro ' 
the  redemption  which  is- in  Chrijl  Jefus,  Rom.  iii.  2,  4. 
He  paid  the  price,  we  receive  the  reward  :  Chrilt’s 
death  was  the  means  of  our  life.  He  obeyed  for 
us,  and  buffered  for  us,  or  elfe  we  muff  have  pe¬ 
rilled  everlaftingly  in  our  fins.  Chrift  received 
nothing  by  way  of  gift,  but  what  he  alfo  obtained 
by  way  of  purchafe.  By  the  fweat  of  his  blood  he 
obtained  eternal  redemption  for  us,  and  fo  entered 
into  his  own  glory.  Luke  xxiv.  26.  Ought  not 
Chrijl  to  have  fuffered  thefe  things ,  and  to  enter  into 
glory  ?  There  was  a  needfity  for  it;  becaufe  he  had 
confented  thus  to  do  in  the  everlafting  covenant ; 
and  ju (lice  made  no  abatements,  not  in  a  fingle  ar¬ 
ticle.  He  earned  his  crown  before  he  put  it  on. 
The  covenant  is  a  covenant  of  grace  to  us,  but  of 
works  to  him. 

;  Use  3.  Hence  we  learn  the  meaning  of  thole 
phrafes,  wherein  God  is  laid  to  make  a  covenant 
with  man.  As  Jer.  xxxi.  3  s.  I  will,  faith  the  Lord , 
•make  anew  covenant  with  the  houfe  of  Ifrael ,  &c.  and 

icring  into  another  covenant  with  us,  whereof  faith,  repentance, 
and  iincere  obedience  are  made  the  term'.  Our  Affembly  of 
Divines  therefore  confidered  them  as  one  and  the  fame  covenant* 
“  The  covenant  of  grace  (fay  they)  was  made  with  Ohrid  as 
(i  the  fecond  Adam,  and  in  him  with  all  the  elect  as  hia  feed.1’ 
Larger  Catecbifm ,  Quell,  xxxi.  T  his  queftion  is  difeu/fed  with 
great  accuracy  and  judgment  in  Dr.  Ridg:e/$  body  of  Divinity, 
Vol.  I.  p.  362— 373* 
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I  fa.  lii.  3.  1  will  make  an  everlajling  covenant  wi  h 
yon ,  even  the  fare  mercies  of  David.  Thefe  words  evi¬ 
dently  refer  to  the’ covenant  in  my  text,  which 
was  made  with  Chriftour  reprefentative-head.  Now 
how  can  this  covenant  be  made  with  us?  We  have 
nothing  to  give  God  which  he  hath  not  a  right  to 
demand  ;  and  whatever  we  have,  we  have  received  ; 
and  what  he  gives  furely  he  may  require  and  call 
back  again  :  on  thefe  accounts  no  covenant  can 
properly  fpeaking  be  entered  into  between  God  and 
man.  But  the  plain  meaning  of  fuch  feriptures  is 
this ;  either  that  God  enables  us  by  his  fpirit  and 
grace  to  lay  hold  on  his  covenant,  to  bottom  all 
our  hopes  of  falvation  upon  it,  as  If  a.  Ivi.  4.  Thus 
faith  the  Lord ,  unto  the  eunuchs * — that  take  held  of  my 
covenant ,  &c.  or  elfe  they  denote  the  abfolute  grant 
-and  free  heftowment  of  fpecial  bleffings  upon  11% 
God’s  covenant  with  us  is  a  mere  promife  of  abfo- 
lute  grace  ;  thus  Jer.  xxxi.  33.  This  fhall  be  theco~ 
venant  that  I  will  make  with  the  houfe  of  Ifrael ,  After 
thofe  days ,  faith  the  Lord ,  I  will  put  my  law  in  their 
inward  parts ,  and  write  it  in  their  hearts ,  and  I  will 
be  their  God>  and  they  fhall  be  my  people — and  they  fhall 
all  know  me,  from  the  leaf  of  them  to  the  great  eft  of 
them>  faith  the  Lord:  for  I  will  forgive  their  iniquity , 
and  I  will  remember  their  jin  no  more.  So  again,  Ifaiah 
lix.  si.  As  for  me ,  this  is  my  covenant  with  themy 
faith  the  Lord ,  My  fpirit  that  is  upon  thee ,  and  my 
words  which  1  have  put  in  thy  mouth,  fhall  not  depart 
cut  of  thy  mouth ,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  feed ,  nor 
cut  of  the  mouth  of  thy  feeds  feed->  faith  the  Lordy  from 
henceforth  and  for  ever.  Here  is  no  condition  *,  all 
is  abfolute  and  free.  No  bargaining,  no  ftipulation 
or  agreement  on  the  creature’s  part ;  but  it  is  a 
mere  promife  of  abfolute  grace  to  us  and  our  feed. 
This  is  further  confirmed  by  thofe  feriptures,  where 
God’s  covenanting  is  applied  to  inanimate  things  : 
thus  we  read  of  his  covenant  of  the  dav  and  night . 

D  4 >  >r. 
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Jer.  xxxiii,  35.  Here  can  be  no  compact  or  agree¬ 
ment,  but  there  is  an  abfolute  prornife,  that  they 
fhall  ever  continue,  to  the  end  of  time  *,  and  by  it 
is  the  (lability  of  this  covenant  in  my  text  illuftrat- 
ed.  In  this  fenfe  then  are  we  to  underftand  all 
thofe  expreffions  either  in  the  old  or  new  teftament 
which  fpeak  of  God,  as  making  a  covenant  with 
man. 

Use  4.  Hence  we  fee  the  ground  of  the  falva- 
tion  of  old-teftament  faints :  They  were  juftified 
and  faved  upon  the  foot  of  this  covenant.  The 
compact  was  made,  though  the  articles  were  not 
fulfilled.  Chrift  had  not  (hed  his  blood,  yet  through 
the  blood  of  the  covenant  they  were  faved ,  Zech,  ix.  1 1 . 
The  reafon  is  this  :  God  trufted  Chrift,  knowing 
him  to  be  able  and  faithful  \  upon  the  perfonal  cre- 
dit  of  the  glorious  Mediator  they  were  received  up 
into  glory.  And  now  Chrift  trufts  the  Father  as 
to  the  reft  of  his  eleft,  that  they  in  due  time  (hall 
be  brought  to  glory  j  for  God  is  faithful  who  hath 
promifed.  This  (hews  us  farther. 

Use  5.  That  the  fubftance  of  the  covenant  was 
the  fame,  under  both  teftaments ;  only  the  difpen- 
fation  of  it  varies.  The  covenant  made  with  Abra¬ 
ham  Jacob ,  David,  &c.  was  a  covenant  not  of 
works,  but  of  grade.  I  will  be  a  God  to  thee  and 
thy  feed  after  thee  ;  is  pure  gofpel,  not  law.  Hence 
faith  the  apoftle,  Gal.  iii.  8.  Ube  fcripture  fore  feeing 
that  God  would  jufify  the  heathen  through  faith , 
preached  before  the  gofpel  unto  Abraham ,  faying ,  In 
thee  fall  all  nations  be  bleffed .  The  way  of  God’s 
revealing  the  grace  of  the  covenant  under  the  old 
teftament,  was  in  types,  (hadows,  facrifices,  &Vv 
which  all  pointed  to  Chrift.  Now  it  is  in  the  word, 
ordinances,  promifes,  &c.  The  covenant  u  one 
and  the  fame,  only  the  method  varies. 

Use  6.  What  hath  been  (aid  (hews,  why  Chrift 
is  called  in  the  text  the  covenant  of  his  people.  1 1  is 

becaufe 
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becaufe  he  is  all  in  all  in  this  covenant.  To  him 
the  terms  were  propofed,  with  him  the  covenant 
was  made  ;  all  the  concerns  of  the  covenant-people 
are  committed  to  him  ;  all  the  bleffings  that  were 
promifed  are  repofed  in  him  ;  he  is  the  Surety, 
Mefienger,  Prophet,  Adminiftrator,  Head  of  the 
covenant.  All  grace  and  mercy  comes  through 
his  hands.  All  refts  upon  Chrift  ;  he  is  the  foun¬ 
dation,  he  bears  up  the  pillars,  he  fupports  the 
whole  building  of  mercy.  To  whom  be  glory  in 
the  church  throughout  all  ages.  Amen. 

Two  or  three  pradtical  ufes. 

Firft,  Admire  the  love  and  grace  of  this  cove¬ 
nant  :  The  love  of  the  Father,  that  he  (hould  as  it 
were  confult  about  your  lalvation,  and  treat  with 
his  Son  for  you  :  And  the  love  of  Chrift,  that  he 
{hould  ftick  at  no  terms  to  redeem  and  fave  you. 
The  love  of  both  is  a  love  which  pafleth  knowledge. 

Secondly,  Look  more  at  Chrift  in  every  cove- 
nant-blefling  •,  even  common  mercies  have  more  of 
Chrift  in  them  than  we  fee;  our  eafe  was  bought 
by  his  pain,  our  comforts  by  his  crofs.  Receive  all 
bleflings  in  Chrift  ;  you  receive  all  for  him. 

Thirdly,  This  may  be  improved  for  the  believer’s 
comfort,  whatever  his  wants  are ;  it  is  a  fare  cove¬ 
nant,  an  ordered  covenant,  a  full  covenant;  Chrift 
is  thy  covenant,  therefore  in  all  thy  dangers,  weak¬ 
ness,  fnares,  thou  art  fafe  :  In  all  thy  wants  thou 
art  provided  for-,  in  all  thy  fears  thou  art  prevented. 
Of  thee  he  alked  life,  thou  didft  freely  give  it,  even 
length  of  days  for  ever.  So  long  as  Chrift  thy  co¬ 
venant  lives,  all  will  be  well.  He  will  guide  thet 
with  his  counfelt  and  afterwards  receive  thee  to  glory. 
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SERMON  IV. 

Chrift  the  Shepherd  of  his  People.. 


He  Jhall  feed  his  flock  like  a  Jhepherd :  He  Jhall 
gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm,  and  carry 
them  in  his  bofom,  and  Jhall  gently  lead  thefe 
that  are  with  young . 


Isaiah  si.  it. 


N  thefe  words  are  four  things  ; 

I.  A  defcription  of  the  church,  and  people  of 
God,  for  whom  Chrift  undertakes,  under  the 
notion  of  a  flock. 

II.  The  character  and  relation  Chrift  bears  to 
them  as  fuch.  He  is  their  Jhepherd. 

III.  What  he  does  for  them  as  fuch.  He  floall 
f  eed  his  flock ,  like  a  Jhepherd. 

IV.  How  he  does  it :  In  a  way  which  is  fuitable 
to  every  one’s  circumftances  and  condition. 
Of  each  of  thefe  fomething  fhall  be  fpoken, 
as  it  pleafes  God  the  Spirit  to  help. 


I.  A  defcription  of  the  church,  and  people  of 
God,  under  the  notion  of  a  flock. — With  refpecl 
to  God  they  are  called  a  flock,  becaufe  they  are  fe- 

paratefl 
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parated  from  the  reft  of  mankind  in  his  own  eter¬ 
nal  purpofe,  and  given  to  the  Lord  Chrift,  to  re¬ 
deem,  farrftify,  and  fave  them.  A  flock  is  a  com¬ 
pany  of  fheep,  which  is  the  property  of  Tome  owner  : 
a  part  of  his  goods,  and  fubftance,  which  are  there¬ 
fore  left  in  truft  with  a  perfon  qualified  to  take  care 
of  them.  The  eleft,  though  fcattered  up  and 
down  in  the  world,  are  gathered  together  in  Chrift  : 
when  or  wherefoever  they  live  in  the  world,  they 
are  equally  given  to  Chrift  in  ihe  everlafting  cove¬ 
nant  he  took  the  charge  of  all,  and  will  give  it 
up  another  day  with  confidence,  and  comfort. — • 

1 Thofe  that  thou  gaveft  me  I  have  kept ,  and  none  of 
them  is  loft,  John  xvii.  12. 

With  refpedt  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  the  church  is 
called  a  flock  ;  becaufe  he  brings  them  into  his  fold; 
calls  them  out  of  a  natural  ftate,  into  a  ftate  of 
grace,  and  fellowfhip  with  himi'elf :  Rom.  i.  6. 
Among  whom  ye  are  alfo  the  called  of  Jefus  Chrift . 
He  applies  the  fruit  of  his  purchafe,  and  death,  and 
a  new  nature,  John  x.  0.  1  am  the  door ,  by  me  if 
any  man  enter  in,  he  Jhall  be  faved ,  and  /ball  go  in 
and  out,  and  find  pafture . 

With  refpedl  to  other  men,  among  whom  be¬ 
lievers  converfe,  they  are  called  a  flock  upon  a 
threefold  account. 

1.  As  they  are  helplefs.  What  fo  feeble  and  help- 
lefs  as  poor  fheep  ?  if  the  owner  takes  no  care  of 
them,  they  are  loft.  Believers  are  God’s  heritage, 
and  therefore  expofed  to  the  perfecting  rage  and 
malice  of  men.  Look  through  all  the  ages  of  the 
world,  and  of  the  church,  and  you  will  find  the 
people  of  God  to  have  been  a  poor,  and  an  affiliated 
people.  Their  rcfige  is  on  high  :  Chrift  is  their 
(Length,  if  they  have  any  quiet  among  the  nations, 
it  arifes  from  him,  who  ruleth  in  the  nations,  or, 
who  cutteth  off  the  fpirit  of  princes.  Becaufe  they 
are  not  of  the  world ,  therefore  the  world  hatetb  them . 

2.  They 
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They  are  harmlels.  There  is  no  evidence  we 
^re  the  fons  of  God,  if  we  are  not  blamelefs ,  and 

barmlefs ,  without  rebuke ,  Phil.  ii.  15. - A  fheep 

will  take  injuries  ;  but  it  is  not,  like  other  cattle, 
prone  to  return  them.  Patience  under  contradiction 
and  reproaches,  Chrift  has  taught  us  by  his  word 
and  example.  Anger  refteth  in  the  bofom  of  foots : 
God  takes  us  off  from  the  very  thought  of  venge¬ 
ance,  claiming  tliat  as  his  own  prerogative  :  Venge- 
ancebelongeth  unto  me,  I willrecompence,  faith  the  Lord-, 
and  again.  The  Lord  [hall judge  hispeople ,  Heb.  x.  30. 

3.  Sheep  are  ufeful,  therefore  the  church  is  com¬ 
pared  to  a  dock.  Wherever  a  believer  is,  God's  blef- 
.  ling  goes  along  with  him.  Pharaoh's  houfe  was  blef- 
fed  tor  one  Jofeph .  Paul,  in  the  fhip,  was  thefecurity 
of  all  rhe  crew.  The  holy  feed  is  the  fubjlance  of  the 
Land ,  Iia.  vi.  13.  The  ftate,  yea  the  whole  world 
would  fall  to  pieces,  were  it  not  for  a  few  believers 
that  are  in  it.  Believers  are  a  bleffing  by  their 
prayers,  and  a  bleffing  by  their  example.  What¬ 
ever  others  do,  when  they  aft  like  themfelves,  they 
know  that  they  have  a  generation-work  to  ferve  before 
they  tall  on  deep  ;  and  they  are  careful  to  fulfil  it. 

II.  The  relation  Chrift  ftands  in  to  them,  as  a 
fhepherd .  Two  things  are  implied  in  this  relation  ; 
care  and  tendernef. 

1.  Chrift’s  character  as  a  fhepherd,  neceffirily 
infers  care.  Thus  Jacob  fpeaks,  in  his  appeal  to 
Laban ,  whofe  fheep  he  kept  *  In  the  day  the  drought 
confurned  me,  and  the  frofi  by  night  \  and  my  Jleep  de¬ 
parted  from  mine  eyes,  Gen.  xxi.  40.  And  this  is 
further  intimated,  PfaL  xxiii.  1.  The  Lord  is  my 
Jloepherd  \  I  fkall  not  want . 

Chrift  has  his  eye  upon  every  believer’s  perfon, 
and  upon  all  his  wants.  Whatever  grace  thou  want- 
eft,  for  temporals  or  fpirituals,  it  is  committed  unto 
Chrift.  He  has  undertaken  to  keep  thee  in  all  thy 
ways  :  to  be  thy  guide  to  death  ;  and  thy  guide 
4  through 


Ser.  IV.  Chrijl  the Jhepherd  of  his  people.  61 

through  ir.  Thy  times  are  all  in  his  hands.  Where- 
ever  t°ou  arc,  Chrift  is,  to  uphold,  if  not  to  com¬ 
fort  thee.  John  was  in  Patmos ;  Jeremiah  in  the 
dungeon  •  the  church  in  the  wildernefs;  but  neither 
of  them  were  alone:  Chrift  fupported,  fed,  and 
comforted  them.  He  waits  to  be  gracious ;  and  his 
eyes  rtin  to  and  fro  through  the  earthy  to  Jhew  hitnfelf 
firong,  2  Chron.  xvi.  9.  It  is  a  blefied  word,  that 
Chrift  fees  with  his  own  eyes,  not  another’s,  as 
kings  and  great  men  do-,  nor  do  thefe  eyes  of  his 
walk,  but  run ,  where-ever  danger  or  diftrefs  is,  there 
is  he  :  all  things  in  the  earth  are  noticed  by  him  ; 
yea,  the  very  hairs  of  thine  head  are  all  numbered: 
they  run  to  and  fro ,  to  denote  the  diligence  of  pro¬ 
vidence  his  care  is  repeated  -,  he  looks  this  way 
and  that.  His  eyes  are  not  confined  to  one  place, 
or  fixed  upon  one  objeft;  but  are  always  moving 
about  from  one  place  to  another  :  and  his  care  en¬ 
gages  his  ftrength  :  He  difcovers  thy  dangers,  to 
prevent  them  :  Chrift  is  wife  to  fee,  and  ftrong  to 
fave.  In  darknefs,  as  well  as  light,  his  eye  is  upon 
thee  :  when  thou  art  favoured  with  his  fmiles,  and 
difcouraged  by  his  frowns.  The  relation  of  a  fliep- 
herd  implies  care. 

2.  It  implies  compaffion,  and  love.  He Jhall 
feed  his  flock  like  a  Jhepherd  i.  e.  he  will  ad  to¬ 
wards  them  with  the  greateft  tendernefs,  fympathy, 
and  love.  Hisgrace  comes  freely,  withoutgrudging-, 
and  it  is  given  to  his  poor  neceffitous  members, 
without  upbraiding.  There  is  a  neverthelefs ,  with 
which  the  good  (hepherd  helps,  and  faves,  and  re- 
ftores  his  (beep,  Pfal.  cvi.  8.  neverthelefs  he  faved 
them  ;  notwithstanding  all  their  fin,  unworthinefs, 
provocations-,  yea,  before  thev  repented,  or  reform¬ 
ed  -,  and  that  for  his  name’s  f.ke,  Though  we  fail  in 
our  duty  to  Chrift,  he  will  not  fad  in  his  love  to  us. 
He  does  not  always  wait  for  cur  prayers,  cries, 

or  humblings  before  he  feeds,  and  chears,  and 

delivers 
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delivers  our  fouls:  but  does  all  with  a  foverci»nty 
like  himfelf ;  for  his  name’s  fake.  It  is  well  fo^is, 
Chrilt  does  not  always  deal  by  us  according  to  our 
own  rules.  The  wandering,  not  the  returning 
iheep,  are  reftored  ;  the  needy  are  fed  ;  the  diftrd 
fed  are  pitied  ;  the  loft  found  :  why  ?  but,  becaufe 
he  teeds  his  flock  like  a  lhepherd.  N  His  own  love  is 
the  rule  of  his  a&ing  towards  us  ;  not  our  defires, 
hungerings,  thirftings.  The  poor  Iheep  know  not 
what  their  weaknefs  or  wants  are  :  they  cannot  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  lhepherd  ;  but  he  goes  to  them  and  takes, 
and  delivers  his  ftieep,  out  of  all  the  places  where  they 
have  been  fcattered  in  the  cloudy  and  dark  day ,  Ezek. 
xxxiv.  12.  Care  and  tendernefs  are  implied  in  the 
relation  Chrift  bears  to  his  people  as  a  lhepherd. 

III.  We  are  to  confider  what  Chrift  does  for  his 
church  and  people  as  their  lhepherd :  Or  what  are 
the  branches  ol  his  paftoral  work,  wherein  his  care 
and  tendernefs  are  made  to  appear.  He  jh all  feed: 
Feeding,  as  all  agree,  is  a  general  word,  whereby 
all  is  intended  that  is  neeeflary  to  be  done,  lor  the 
fafety  and  welfare  of  a  flock  :  this  may  be  branched 
out  into  feveral  particulars.  As, 

i.  Chrift,  as  a  lhepherd,  provides  pafture  for  his 
church  and  people.  There  is  no  living  without 
food  :  this  Chrift  has  provided  for  his  Iheep  in  rich 
abundance  $  and  has  alfo  taken  care,  that  they  (hall 
thrive  by  it:  Jdavid  cxprefles  the  language  of  every 
foul  that  is  in  health  and  profpers.  Pfal.  xxiii.  2.  He 
tnakeih  me  to  lie  down  in  green  pajlttres,  he  feed  tb  me 
hef.de  the  fill  waters.  God’s  word,  every  line  where-' 
of  Chrift  fills,  is  pafture,  which  cannot  be  eaten 
bare  or  burnt  up.  The  more  trying  the  difpenla- 
tion,  the  fweeter  the  word.  It  was  David's  delight, 
elfe  he  had  perifhtd  in  his  affli&ion.  Go  in  and 
out ;  from  publick,  to  private  duties,  from  the  c!o- 
fet,  or  family,  to  the  ftiop  j  and  then  again  to  the 

houle 
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houfe  of  God  ;  there  is  foinething  fuitable,  and  fatif- 
fying  in  God’s  word  :  growth,  comfort,  reproof, 
guidance,  and  every  blefiing  the  believer  needs.  So 
ordinances  are  pafture  :  though  mean  in  themfelves, 
they  are  fweetly  refrefhing,  when  quickened  and 
filled  by  the  Spirit:  '  I  fat  down  under  his  Jhadow 
with  great  delight ,  and  his  fruit  was  fweet  to  my  tafte , 
Cant.  li.  3.  The  Spirit  alfo,  what  a  precious  ledture 
does  he  read  upon  the  providential  difpenfations  of 
God  towards  ourfelves  or  others,  in  the  church,  or 
the  world  ?  Whoever  the  Spirit  has  to  deal  with,  he 
caufes  them  to  profit.  Sometimes,  our  crofles  be¬ 
come  food,  and  our  very  tears  prove  like  the  fpiced 
wine  of  the  pomgranate.  We  muft  have  loft  our 
fweeteft  fellowfhip,  had  we  been  without  fome  of 
our  foreft  crofles.  Miz^r-comforts,  abundantly  re- 
compenced  to  thepenitent  Mizar- trials,  Pfal.xYu.  6. 
As  a  fnepherd  Chrift  provides  pafture  for  his  church 
and  people. 

2.  He  protects  againft  rapine.  A  good  fhepherd 
when  he  has  led  his  fheep  into  green  pafture,  pre- 
ferves  them  from  the  evils  to  which  they  are  expofed 
in  it.  Thyfervant,  fays  David,  kept  his  father’s  fheep, 
and  there  came  a  lion ,  and  a  hear ,  and  took  a  lamb 
out  of  the  flock ;  and  I  went  out  after  him ,  and  facte 
him ,  and  delivered  it  out  of  his  mouth ,  1  Sam.  xvii.  >  4. 
There  is  a  lion  in  that  very  way,  wherein  Chrift  has 
appointed  we  fhould  walk  :  oppofition  from  with¬ 
out,  and  from  within.  Inbred  lufts  endeavour  to 
make  a  prey  of  us  •,  and  Satan  the  deftroyer  is  never 
oft  the  watch  for  us.  In  holy  ordinances,  are  we 
free  from  finful  and  unruly  thoughts?  even  our  very 
food,  ;s  it  notpoifoned  by  the  corrupt  doftrines  of 
feducing  teachers  ?  the  ftiil  waters  of  the  fandluary 
are  muddied  by  the  out-breakings  of  corrupt  lufts. 
There  a-e  fome  who  climb  over  the  wall,  to  kill, 
and  to.  fteal,  and  to  deftroy.  Whence  is  it  any  of  us 
efcape  fo  many-  and  fo  fubtle  enemies;  but  becaufe 

we 
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we  have  protection  from  our  good  fhepherd,  who 
jlands  end  rules  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord ,  in  the 
majefty  of  the  name  of  the  Lord  his  God ;  fo  that  they 
who  are  ruled  by  him  fhall  abide ,  Micah  v.  4.  The 
whole  kingdom  of  Satan,  the  ftrong-holds  of  fin, 
the  high  imaginations,  and  all  the  ftrength,  and 
malice  of  the  world,  fink  before  him.  Every  diffi¬ 
culty  which  lies  in  the  way  thou  {halt  break  through : 
No;  but  thy  king (hall  pafs  before  thee,  and  the  Lord 
at  the  head  of  thee ,  Micah  ii.  13. 

3.  As  a  fhepherd  Chrift  brings  back  them  that 
are  ftrayed.  Thou  rejlorejl  my  foul  Pfal.  xxiii.  3. 
Much  of  his  tendernefs  and  compaffion  lies  in  this  : 
when  believers  go  out  of  the  way,  Chrift  pities,  and 
reclaims  them.  Our  infirmities  Chrift  is  touched 
with  the  feeling  of :  he  cannot  bear  fin  or  Satan 
fhould  worry  us  too  long,  and  beyond  what  we  are 
able.  Though  we  fall  into  fin,  the  blefied  Jefus 
will  not  fuffer  us  to  continue  in  it. 

Peter  was  gone  back  many  degrees,  elfe  he  had 
net  denied  him  with  folemn  oaths  and  impreca¬ 
tions  •,  but  a  look  from  Jefus  fetched  him  again. 
Chrift  will  make  thee  more  humble,  watchful,  holy, 
and  heavenly-minded  by  thofe  temptations  which 
have  been  a  wound  to  thyfelf,  and  a  (hock  to  others. 

4.  Chrift,  as  his  peoples  (hepherd,  heals  the  dif- 
eafed.  Lhedifeafed  have  yenot  yet  Strengthened,  nor  heal¬ 
ed  that  which  was ftek ,  is  his  charge  againft  carelefs 
fhepherds,  Ezek.  xxxiv.  4.  We  have  many  infirmi¬ 
ties,  more  than  we  know  of :  pride,  worldlinefs, 
vanity  of  thoughts,  loofenefs  of  con  verfation,  negled 

of  ordinances;  thefeChrift  heals,  befides  thofe  wounds 

the  fears  whereof  will  be  carried  to  our  graves, 
which  have  been  gotten  by  prefumptuous  fins.  Oh  ! 
the  love  of  Chrift,  were  it  but  duly  confidered !  His 
holy  foul  hates  every  fin  ;  it  is  an  abomination,  a 
wound  to  him  :  his  Iheep  are  fuil  of  lores  of  this 
kind,'  yet  he  bears  with  them,  b.nds  them  up,  and 
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heals  them  with  his  own  hand,  and  keeps  from  thofe 
fins  for  which  no  provifion  is  made  in  the  everlaft- 
ing  covenant.  I  come  now  to  con'fider, 

4.  The  way  in  which  this  is  done ;  fuitably  to 
every  one’s  circumftances  and  condition.  He  fhall 
gather  the  lambs,  &c. 

1.  Chrift’s  carriage  towards  his  flock,  is  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  ages.  Some  are  babes  in  Chrift ;  feme 
young  men;  fome  fathers  ;  confidering  them  mem¬ 
bers  of  gofpel-churches  of  which  Chrift  is  the  head : 
view  them  as  conftituting  the  flock,  over  which 
he  is  Ihepherd,  fome  are  fheep,  others  Iambs.  Is 
there  any  place  in  his  heart  tenderer  than  others, 
his  lambs  fhall  be  laid  there :  a  poor  lamb  is  not 
thruft  on  with  the  fame  fpeed  grown  fheep  are :  no ; 
the  fhepherd  clafps  his  arms  round  it,  and  lays  it 
for  the  fake  of  warmth  in  his  .bofom  :  thus  Chrift 
deals  with  his  little  ones.  Young  Timothy  was  not 
expofed  to  thofe  trials  at  his  firft  fetting  out  into 
the  miniftry,  like  Paul  the  aged.  Chrift’s  yoke  is 
lined  with  love  :  it  is  faid  of  the  child  Samuel,  that 
he  grew,  and  the  Lord  was  with  him,  1  Sam.  iii.  10,' 
Let  none  be  afraid  of  making  too  early  a  choice  of 
Chrift:  you  cannot  be  under  his  rule  and  govern¬ 
ment  too  foon.  Wifdom’s  ways  are  ways  of  -plea - 
fantnefs.  Chrift  deals  by  young  converts,  as  God 
did  by  the  children  of  Ifrael  in  the  wildernefs  ;  he 
would  not  lead  them  through  the  land  of  the  Phi- 
liftines,  left  they  fhould  fee  war,  and  their  hearts  be 
difeouraged  becaufe  of  the  way.  Often  they  have 
a  fweeter  relifh  of  the  promifes,  greater  enlargement 
in  ordinances,  more  ienfible  conquefts  over  their 
fpiritual  enemies,  than  believers  of  longer  Handing 
in  Chrift. 

2.  It  is  according  to  their  ftrengtb,  or  weaknefs. 
Such  as  cannot  walk  fhall  be  carried  ;  and  they  that 
are  heavy-laden  fhall  be  gently  led.  Comfort  your- 
felves  with  this,  none  of  the  flock  fhall  be  left  be- 

E  hind. 
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hind.  Some  may  be  fheep  as  to  their  {landing ; 
yet  weak  as  to  circumftance  and  condition.  Long 
and  lore  outward  trials  bow  down  the  foul ;  (harp 
and  frequent  affaults  from  Satan,  drink  up  the  fpi- 
rits  :  to  walk  in  darknefs  under  apprehenfions  of 
God’s  wrath,  brings  wearinefs  and  fainting.  Now, 
Chrift  fuits  his  grace  to  fuch  according  to  their 
needs.  Every  grace  is  given  to  be  tried  ;  none  to 
be  overborn.  Ufually  when  creatures  frown,  our 
Jefus  fmiles.  If  the  conflict  between  flefh  and  fpirit 
be  (harp,  the  conqueft  is  fweet.  Light  cometh  in  the 
morning ,  after  a  night  of  great  darknefs,  affliction, 
and  forrow.  One  view  of  Chrift’s  heart,  and  the 
fecret  of  his  love,  reconciles  to  all  pad  fufferirgs, 
temptations,  and  trials.  Thy  God  will  not  chaften 
thee  beyond  thy  ftrength.  That  foul  can  never  fink, 
under  whom  everlafting  arms  are.  A  weak  believer 
is  ftrong  when  held  in  Chrift’s  arms,  and  comfort¬ 
able  when  lying  in  Chrift’s  bofom. 

3.  It  is  according  to  the  difficulties  or  dangers 
his  fheep  are  in.  The  bofom  is  a  place  of  fafety,  as 
well  as  of  endearment:  This  fuppofes  danger. 
Many  of  our  dangers  are  imaginary,  not  real :  we 
cry  for  grace  and  comfort,  rather  for  a  future  ftore, 
than  for  our  prefent  ufe.  The  promife  from  which 
Chrift  feldom  varies,  runs  thus.  As  thy  days,  fojhall 
thy  firength  be,  Deut.  xxxiii.  25-  till  thou  art  called 
to  rough  and  tedious  ways  wherein  thou  canft  not 
walk.  Wore  thou  expected  to  be  carried  with  the 
lambs,  or  led  with  thofe  that  are  with  young.  When 
tribulations  abound  for  Chrift,  thy  confolations  (hall 
abound  by  him. 

Use  1.  This  doctrine  affords  a  juft  word  cf  re¬ 
proof  to  thofe  who  are  (hepherds  under  Chrift,  but 
aft  not  according  to  his  example  towards  the  flock 
they  are  appointed  to  feed.  Knowledge  of  the  (late 
of  the  flock  is  one  great,  though  much  negle&ed 
branch  of  a  pallor’s  office. 


2.  How 
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2.  How  fhould  fouls  long  to  be  under  the  care  of 
this  good  fhepherd  ?  You  are  exposed  to  wolves 
and  devils,  to  all  errors  and  fin,  whilft  you  keep  off 
from  Chrift ;  there  is  no  fafety  for  you,  but  only  in 
his  arms;  noprovifion  but  in  his  covenant.  You 
may  try  the  hufks  of  fenfual  pleaiures,  and  creature- 
comforts;  but  they  are  not  bread.  1  am  the  bread 
of  life .  Till  you  come  into  Chrift’s  fold,  you  lie 
expofed  to  all  danger. 

3.  How  fafe  are  all  the  faints  ?  None  of  Chrift’s 
fheep  fhall  perifh.  Though  in  the  wi'dernefs,  they 
iliall  have  fafe  conduct  through  it.  Chrift  is  with 
them  in  every  danger,  and  in  every  fear.  Sheep  are 
not  left  to  graze,  and  feed  by  themfelves.  Thou  art 
weak,  but  Chrift  is  ftrong.  He  has  received  a  com¬ 
mandment  to  fave  thee,  and  his.  own  heart  is  in  it. 
If  reconciled,  and  brought  home  by  his  death  ;  much 
more  being  reconciled  We  fhall  be  faved  by  his  life. 

4.  What  a  blefied  plea  is  here  for  the  church  in 
dangerous  times  ?  Chrift  will  fpare  his  flock,  and 
the  land  for  their  fake.  If  the  owner  is  regardlefs 
of  them,  who  fhould  be  concerned  for  them  ?  He 
fhall  feed  his  flock  like  a  fhepherd ;  that  is  plea  fuf- 
ficient.  Others  may  be  bent  upon  ruin,  but  Chrift 
is  exalted  to  fave  :  Say  ye  to  the  cities  of  Zion ,  Behold 
your  God . 

5.  With  what  boldnefs  may  the  people  of  Chrift 
attend  upon  all  holy  ordinances.  They  are  defigned 
for  your  fupport,  till  you  get  above  them.  Fear 
vot ,  little  flock ,  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleafure  to 
give  you  the  kingdom :  eternal  life  at  laft  infures 
every  needed  bleffing  by  the  way.  Therefore  you 
may  fing  with  the  Pfalmift,  The  Lord  is  my  fhepherd , 
I  fhall  not  zvant . 


E  2  ,  S  E  R- 
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God  the  Judge  of  all. 


Heb.  xii.  23.  The  laft  claufe  but  one. 

And  to  God  the  "Judge  of  all. 

V  v  _■  *  •*  •%.  V  _ 

fT^HESE  words  at  firft  reading  ftrike  terror. 

jf  It  is  an  awful  thing  for  a  finful  creature  to 
appear  before  God  the  judge  of  all:  but  in  Chrift: 
Jefus  this  God  is  a  reconciled  God,  and  fo  is  the 
juftifier  of  all  them  that  believe :  thus  confidered  they 
fpeak  comfort.  With  this  view  our  apoftle  men¬ 
tions  them  in  the  text,  as  bearing  a  large  fhare  in 
thofe  fpecial  privileges  which  the  faints  under  the 
New  Teftament  are  admitted  unto.  And  with  this 
view  I  have  read  them,  for  the  fubjedt  of  your  pre~ 
fent  meditations  :  That  we  may  know  at  what 
door,  more  efpecially,  our  peace  and  comfort,  and 
all  holy  fellowfbip  cometh  in  ;  namely,  by  coming 
to,  and  converting  with  God,  as  judge  of  alL 
I  fhall  take  up  as  little  of  your  time  as  may  be, 
in  fhewing  the  connection  of  thefe  words,  or  ex¬ 
plaining  thofe  other  privileges  which  they  are  here 
connected  with. 


It 


f 
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It  is  plain  our  apoftle  is  comparing  the  difpenfa- 
tion  of  the  law,  with  that  of  the  gofpel.  The  giving 
of  the  law  was  attended  with  fire  and  blacknefs ,  and 
darknefs ,  and  temp  eft  ^  ver.  18.  by  which  is  fignified 
that  dread  and  terror  which  fills  the  foul,  when 
confcience  is  under  the  arreft  of  a  broken  law. 
There  is  no  enduring  that  which  is  commanded. 
Mfies  himfelf  exceedingly  fears  and  quakes ,  ver.  21. 
The  beft  and  holieft  faint  cannot  ftand  when  God 
marks  iniquity.  Not  that  we  are  to  think  of  old- 
teftament  faints,  that  they  fought  righteoufnefs  by 
the  works  of  the  law,  or  that  they  were  in  fuch  a 
ftate  of  bondage  and  fear,  as  not  to  know  how  this 
righreouinefs  was  to  be  attained.  The  law  itfelf  was 
fp  rink  led  with  blood,  Heb.  ix.  19.  called  therefore 
the  book  of  the  covenant,  which  the  Lord  made 
with  them,  Exod.  xxiv.  8.  How  often  do  we  hear 
David  making  mention  of  God’s  righteoufnefs,  and 
that  only,  PfaL  lxxi.  16.  pleading  pardon  on  ac¬ 
count  of  it,  PfaL  li.  1,  14.  and  expecting  to  behold 
God’sfacein  it,  atdeathand judgment,  PfaLxv ii.15. 
Ethan  repeats  the  covenant  wherein  it  was  agreed  it 
fhould  be  wrought  out,  PfaL  lxxxix.  19.  The  like 
may  be  faid  of  all  the  old  ^teftament  prophets  and 
faints.  When  therefore  the  prefent  gofpel-difpen- 
fation  is  compared  with  that  of  the  law,  it  mufl*  not 
be  luppofed,  that  believers  then  were  in  abfolute 
want  of  the  privileges  which  we  now  enjoy  ;  who 
then  could  have  been  faved  ?  bur  the  revelation  of 
thefe  things  to  believers  in  common,  was  not  fo 
clear;  all  types  and  figures  are  now  done  away,  io 
that  we  under  the  gofpel  have  not  the  fhadow  of 
good  things  to  come,  but  the  very  image  of  the 
things,  Heb .  x.  1.  Amongft  thefe  good  things  this 
is  one  of  the  fweeteft  and  moft  comprehenfive,  that 
we  are  come  to  God  the  judge  of  all . 

.  In  thde  words  are  three  things* 

E  2  Firft, 
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Firft,  A  glorious  character  by  which  the  great 
God  is  described.  He  is  the  judge  of  all .  Of  ^11 
perfons  and  things.  Not  only  a  future,  but  a  pre¬ 
sent  judge. 

Secondly,  There  is  the  interefl:  and  favour  be¬ 
lievers  have  with  this  judge.  Te  are  come — to  God 
the  Judge  of  all .  Coming  implies  freedom,  fami¬ 
liarity  and  comfort,  either  in  the  foul’s  firft  approach 
to  God,  or  in  his  converle  wi  h  him  afterwards. 
Thus  Hebm  iv.  1 6.  and  chap.  x.  19.  believers  under 
the  prefent  gofpel-ftate,  are  come  to  God  the  judge 
of  all,  in  opposition  to  the  diftance  there  was,  when 
the  law  was  given  :  The  mount  was  then  railed  in, 
&c.  We  ftand  not  as  they  of  old,  without  the  vail , 
but  are  admitted  to  look  in. 

Thirdly,  We  have  intimated,  the  great  and  glo¬ 
rious  privilege  which  there  is  in  fuch  converfe  and 
fellowship  :  Ye  are  not  come  to  the  mount  that  might 
he  touched ,  and  that  burned  with  fire ;  but  ye  are 
come  to  mount  Zion ,  and  unto  the  city  of  the  living 
God ;  and  unto  God  the  judge  of  all . 

Thefe  heads  may  be  comprized  in  this  one  doc¬ 
trine. 

Doc.  It  is  one  of  the  choiceft  and  fweeteft  privi¬ 
leges  believers  are  favoured  with,  under  the  gof¬ 
pel-ftate,  that  they  may  have  accefs  to,  and  com- 
forrable  converfe  with  God  the  judge  of  all. 

In  difcourftng  on  this  do&rine,  1  will  endeavour, 
as  the  Lord  (hall  help  me,  to  do  four  things ; 

1.  Shew,  that  it  is  an  awful  tho5  a  comfortable 
thing,  to  converfe  with  God  the  judge  of  alh 

2.  How  fuch  a  converfe  is  begun,  between  a  holy 
God  and  guilty  /inner s . 

3.  In  what  inftances,  and  by  what  methods,  it  is 
maintained  and  carried  on. 

4.  Wherein  the  privilege  of  fuch  a  converfe  dots 
confift.  And  fo, 

5.  Apply. 

i .  I  a  m 
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1.  I  am  to  fhew,  that  it  is  a  very  awful,  though 
a  comfortable  thing,  to  converfe  with  God  the  judge 
of  all. 

Calvin  thinks  this  the  defign  of  the  toords,  to 
give  a  check  to  believers  fpirits,  which  in  themfelves 
are  apt  to  grow  loofe  and  wax  wanton,  in  view  of 
their  greateft  and  beft  privileges :  Therefore,  tho? 
come  to  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly 
Jerufalem ,  where  there  is  reft  and  fafety,  and  all 
kind  of  precious  provifions,  fuch  as  their  fouls  de¬ 
fire  *,  yet  are  they  alfo  come  to  God  the  judge  of  all ; 
who  expefts  an  improvement  and  account  of  all 
their  talents,  and  will  be  fan&ified  by  all  them  that 
draw  nigh  unto  him.  God  gives  grace  that  we  may 
ferve  him  with  reverence  and  godly  fear ,  ver.  28. 

This,  though  I  do  not  apprehend  it  to  be  the  fenfe 
of  the  text ;  yet  is  an  ufeful  and  very  neccffary  pre- 
mifal,  in  order  to  our  having  fuitable  apprehenfions 
of  the  greatnefs  of  the  privilege  therein  contained. 

It  is  a  folemn  thing  to  draw  near  to  God  the 
judge  of  all  the  earth.  Abraham  thought  it  fo 
(Gen.  xviii.  27.  Behold  now ,  I  have  taken  upon  me  to 
( ‘peak  unto  the  Lord  which,  am  but  dujl  and  aflees :)  And 
fo  the  faints  have  ever  thought  it  in  feafons  of  their 
greateft  nearnefs  and  fellowfhip.  Never  was  a  foul 
brought  into  a  ftate  of  communion  with  God,  who 
thought  lightly  of  acceft  to  him.  Whatever  we 
may  do,  in  our  ftupid,  trifling,  fecurc  frames, 
when  the  heart  is  fet  right  with  God,  when  we 
are  in  good  earned  in  holy  ordinances,  when  death 
and  judgment  appear  in  view  :  to  deal  with  God  as 
a  judge  ;  to  receive  our  fentence  of  abfolution  from 
him,  with  refpedt  to  our  ftate  and  actions  $  to  put 
in  our  fuit,  through  the  Mediator’s  righteoufneis  ; 
believer!  thou  that  walked  clofeft  with  God,  lay 
whether  it  be  not  a  folemn  thing  ? 

Jcb  comes  out,  with  an  how  much  lefs  fl>ali  l 
an  fiver  him,  Job  ix,  j  3,  14.  If  God  will  nnt  with- 
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draw  his  anger ,  the  proud  helpers  do  Jloop  under  him . 
How  much  hfsjhall  I  anfwer  him ,  my 

wot.is  to  reaj'on  with  him.  Such  as  are  mofi:  ftron® 
and  valiant,  who  are  efteemed  as  pillars  of  the  earth 
(feme  refer  it  to  the  righteous,  others  to  princes  and 
chief  commanders  on  earth)  thele Jloop  under  him-, 
how  much  kfsjhall  I  anfwer,  &c.  when  God  pleads, 

I  fubmit.  Every  charge  of  his  againft  me  is  juft _ _ 

whom  though  I  were  righteous  yet  would  I  not  anfwer 

him,  hut  1  would  make  /application  to  my  iudo-e 
ver.  15.  J  ^  5 

.Three  or  four  things  will  fhew  us, ‘what  a  folemn 
thing  it  is,  even  for  believers,  to  converfe  with  God 
the  judge  of  all. 

.  1  ‘  Jhe  maiefty  a^d  glory  of  the  great  God,  makes 
it  awful  converfing  with  him, 

Paul  counted  it  a  very  fmall  thing  to  be  judged 
of  man  s  judgment,  1  Cor,  iv.  3.  but  whoever  yet 
fpake  this  of  God’s?  When  accufed  by  men,  David 
has  a  plea  ready  at  hand,  and  Job  has  an  anjwer . 
One  argues  the  cafe  with  his  friends,  and  till  he  dies 
will  nor  let  go  his  integrity,  Job  xxvii.  5.  the  other 
carries  his  caule  to  God,  with  a  judge  me,  0  Lord , 
according  to  my  right eoufnefs,  and  according  to  mine 
integrity  that  is  in  me,  Pfal.  vii.  8.  But  when  God 
himfeif  takes  up  the  matter,  holy  Job  abhors  him- 
fe'f,  and  repents  in  duft  and  allies,  chap.  xlii.  6.  and 
David ,  upright  and  innocent  with  refpedl  to  thofe 
things  he  is  charged  with  by  man,  cries,  Enter  not 
into  judgment  with  thy  fervant,  Pfal.  cxliii.  2.  Works 
may  be  pleaded  at  man’s  bar,  but  never  at  God’s. 
'‘Though  1  were  p  erf e  51 ,  yet  would  I  not  know  my  foul ,  is 
the  refolution  of  every  juftified  perfon,  in  all  folemn 
tran factions  with  God.  It  is  not  Job9 s  fingie  experi¬ 
ence,  chap.  xxxi.  23.  Deftrudtion  from  God  was  a 
terror  to  me;  and  by  reafon  of  his  Highness 
1  could  not  endure.  When  the  believer  prefents 
himfeif  before  the  great  and  glorious  God,  he  is 

amazed. 
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amazed,  confounded,  and  left  fpeechlefs,  his  dread 
falls  upon  him,  and  his  terrors  make  him  afraid. 
That  <*reat  faint  who  could  fay  confidently  in  one 
verfe,  He  alfo  fit  all  be  my  falvation ,  for  an  hypocrite 
fall  not  come  before  him ,  Job  xiii.  16.  (where  Job 
takes  comfort  from  God’s  promile  and  his  own  fin- 
cerity  ;)  yet  is  forced,  as  foon  as  the  words  are  well 
out  of  his  mouth,  to  betake  himfelf  to  another  plea, 
verfe  2 1 .  Withdraw  thine  hand  far  from  me ,  and  let 
not  thy  dread  make  me  afraid  ;  then  call  thou ,  and  I 
will  anfwer ,  &c.  God’s  majefty  and  glory  makes 
it  a  folemn  thing  for  poor  linners,  though  in  a 
juftified  ftate,  to  have  converfe  with  him,  as  judge 
of  all. 

2.  God’s  Omnifcience  is  another  thing,  which 
makes  it  folemn  converfing  with  God  as  judge  of 
all,  Heb.  iv.  1 3."  All  things  are  naked  and  open  unto 
the  eyes  of  him  with  whom  we  have  to  do.  The  eye 
of  God  penetrates  as  deep  as  the  very  heart-roots, 
the  hidden  parts ;  fo  the  word  is  Pfal.  li.  6.  and  oh ! 
who  that  confiders  this  aright,  can  in  his  belt  fer- 
vices,  and  fweeteft  frames,  without  the  deepeft  re¬ 
verence  and  regard,  deal  with  God  the  judge  of 
all.  Chriftian  !  though  thou  loveft  to  be  fearched, 
yet  doft  thou  not  tremble  often  to  think  how  thou 
fhalt  bear  the  trial  ?  though  thou  appeared  before 
the  bar,  in  another’s  name,  and  another’s  righteouf- 
nefs,  art  thou  not  at  a  lofs  often  to  know  when 
and  how  this  righteoufnefs  became  afluredly  thine  ? 
whether  it  was  granted  to  thee  by  the  great  judge, 
to  be  array’d  in  this  fine  linen,  clean  and  white  ? 
or  whether  with  a  prefumptuous  hand  thou  haft 
not  laid  hold  of  it,  and  called  it  thine,  without  his 
bidding? 

o 

To  have  Chrift  in  thy  mouth,  may  amufe  thy- 
felf  and  fatisfy  others ;  but  with  the  judge  of  all, 
nothing  will  do,  if  Chrift  be  not  in  thy  heart.  It  is 
pot  the  blood fhed  meerly,  but  this  blood  as  fprinkled 

7  upon 
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upon  thee,  which  purges  the  confcience  from  dead 
works.  And  thou  art  in  the  prefence  of  the  heart- 
fearching  and  rein-trying  God,  before  whom  a 
name  to  live  is  nothing. — God’s  omnifcience  is  ano¬ 
ther  thing  which  makes  it  folemn  converfing  with 
him  as  judge  of  all. 

3.  The  purity  and  holinefs  of  God  make  it  a  fo¬ 
lemn  thing  for  polluted  Tinners  to  have  any  converfe 
with  him.  An  unrighteous  judge  puts  life  into  one 
that  has  a  bad  caufe  depending  •,  but  of  the  judge 
of  all  the  earth,  we  may  fay  with  Abraham ,  when 
pleading  for  wicked  Sodom ,  Shall  not  he  do  right  ?  In 
the  beft  of  men  there  is  a  principle  of  felf-love  and 
felf- flattery,  but  the  holy  God  accepteth  no  man's 
perfon  in  judgment.  True  *,  thou  buildeft  on  the 
promife,  and  the  grace,  and  the  biocd  of  the  cove¬ 
nant,  for  everlafting  acceptation  with  God  :  but 
though  at  times  thou  haft  comfortable  hopes  as  to 
thy  ftate;  does  confcience  acquit  thee  with  refpect 
to  particular  finful  aftions?  And  if  a  Paid ,  caught 
into  the  third  heavens  in  point  of  communion  with 
God,  if  he  Hands  at  a  difiance  with  an  O  wretched 
man  that  1  am ,  who  jhall  deliver  me !  how  can’ll 
thou  draw  near  ?  dShe  body  of  this  deaths  Rom.  vii. 
24.  There  lay  thy  hand  with  trembling  and  felf- 
abhorrence  ;  how  is  God  fanftified  in  thy  heart, 
whfie  it  is  lb  full  of  evil  thoughts,  and  all  manner 
of  abominations?  how  can  an  holy  God  converfe 
as  a  judge  with  one  that  is  fo  every  way  defiled? 
Thefe  things  may  fit  light  upon  thy  fpirit  now,  but 
in  the  day  of  remembrance  when  thy  God  fhall  re¬ 
prove  thee,  and  fet  them  in  order  before  thee, 
thou  wilt  find  this  dodtrine  an  experimental  truth; 
that  it  is  a  folemn  thing  to  come  tp  God  the  judge 
of  all.  Once  more, 

4.  The  llriclnefs  of  God’s  law,  which  is  the  rule 
of  judgment,  makes  it  a  folemn  thing  to  converfe 
with  this  great  and  glorious  judge.  God  judges 

of 
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of  all  thy  thoughts  and  a&ions  by  the  fame  Jaw  now, 
that  lentence  is  to  be  pa  fled  by,  in  the  great  day  of 
accounts.  Soul !  God  does  not  fet  afide  his  law  to 
fhew  thee  grace  and  favour :  in  this  cafe  there  is  no 
going  in  unto  the  king,  7iot  according  to  law ,  as 
EJlher  did,  chap.  iv.  16.  Grace  does  reign,  but  it 
is  through  righteoufnefs,  Rom.  v.  21.  God’s  eternal 
law  is  fo  dear  to  him,  that  heaven  and  earth  J hall 
fooner  pafs  away ,  than  a  tittle  of  it  (hall  be  loft, 
Matth.  v.  1  8.  The  gofpel  does  not  relax,  or  in  any 
wife  make  void  the  law  \  it  only  (hews  how,  and  by 
whom  this  law  is  fulfilled.  The  law  is  the  rule  of  that 
righteoufnefs,  by  which  believers  are  juftified,  and 
the  meafure  of  every  aCtion  they  perform  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  God.  Now  lay  this  law  to  your  pureft 
thoughts,  your  moftfpiritual  aims,  your  moft  holy  and 
upright  actions,  where  is  your  righteoufnefs  ?  where 
is  that  in  you,  which  comes  up  to  the  meafure  of 
it?  May  you  not  (land  forth  and  fay  with  the  church, 
l fa .  Ixiv.  6.  We  are  all  as  an  unclean  thing,  and  all  our 
right  eovjnejfes  are  as  filthy  rags ,  and  we  all  do  fadeaway 
as  a  leaf  \  and  our  iniquities  like  the  wind  have  taken  us 
away  ?  How  then  can  you  ftand  before  God,  the 
judgeofall,  without  an  awe  upon  your  fpirits;  even 
under  a  fenfe  of  your  acceptance  with  Chrift,  and 
your  intereft  in  pardoning  love  and  grace  by  him? 

A  few  words  by  way  of  ufe. 

1.  Is  it  fo  folerrin  a  thing  for  believers  in  Chrift, 
to  come  to  God  the  judge  of  all  *,  how  or  where  then 
muft  the  j inner  and  the  ungodly  appear  ?  If  David's 
flefh  trembled  for  fear  of  God,  Pfal .  cxix.  120.  who 
came  looking  by  faith  to  the  man  of  God’s  right 
hand  *,  what  paleness  and  dread  will  feize  thee, 
when  thou  appeared  before  the  judge  of  all,  alone ; 
without  a  furety  to  bear  thy  fins,  a  righteoufnefs  to 
juftify  thy  perfon,  and  advocate  to  plead  thy  caufe, 
before  God  ?  Thou  corned  before  God,  as  a  crea¬ 
tor,  a  benefactor,  a  God  of  mercy,  without  fear ; 
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but  foul!  what  wilt  thou  do  when  thou  ftandeft  be¬ 
fore  him i  as  a  judge  ?  Not  grace,  but  equity,  is  the 
ru  e  or  God  s  proceeding  on  his  judgment-feat. 
Wnat  haft  thou  to  plead  ?  what  will  be  God’s  lan¬ 
guage  to  thee  then  ?  Oh  !  that  it  were  thy  concern 
now  .  God  is  juft ;  let  thy  thoughts  fix  there  ;  not 
guilty  thou  canft  not  plead  ;  and  to  fall  down  and 
cry  mercy  will  not  do  ;  this  will  be  rejected  by  God, 
as  it  is  in  courts  of  judicature  amongft  men.  Think 
thou  heareft  thy  judge  faying,  “  Open  the  books:” 
Taw,  wilt  thou  acquit  him  ?  Juftice,  wilt  thou  ac¬ 
quit  him?  Confcience,  can’ll  thou  acquit  him? 
Every  one  lays,  He  is  curfed  %  what  then  will  God 
*ay,  (palling  lentence  according  to  law)  but  depart 
tioou  curfed?  T  he  law  knows  nothing  of  pardon  but 
upon  the  footing  of  a  fatisfadlion :  where  then  is  thy' 
righteoufnefs?  withoutthis,God  muftdeftroy  hisown 
law  to  lave  a  rebel,  a  tranfgreflfor  of  it.  A  righte¬ 
oufnefs  in  thyfell,  or  in  thy  furety  thou  mult  have, 
or  thou  art  undone  for  ever.  Bleffed  fouls  who  have 
a  Chnft  for  them,  when  law  and  juftice  give  in 
their  verdidt  againft  them!  Sinner  here  is  thy  foun¬ 
dation,  thy  plea ;  that  door  of  hope  which  is  fet 
open  in  the  gofpel. 

Use  2.  Is  it  fo  iblemn  a  thing  to  converfe  with 
God  the  judge  of  all  ?  then,  believer,  how  feldom 
art  thou  in  a  right  frame  for  duty.  You  know  with 
what  folemnity  and  preparation  they  of  old  attend¬ 
ed  on  God,  when  giving  the  law.  The  people  were 
fandhfied  to  ciayr  and  to  morrow,  and  walhed  their 
cloaths  to  be  in  readinefs  againft  the  third  day,  E:-:od. 
xix.  i  o.  Is  there  lefs  call  for  preparation  and  folem¬ 
nity  under  the  gofpel  ?  are  trifling  frames,  and  a 
worldly  fpirit,  any  part  of  that  liberty  we  have  in 
Thrift’ ?  dare  we  go  to  holy  ordinances  drowned  in 
the  cares  of  this  life;  reeking  in  the  filth  of  fome 
unfubdued  luft?  with  fcarce  a  prayer  beforehand, 
that  our  hearts  may  be  fet  right  with  God,  and  our 

con- 
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confciences  purged  from  dead  works  ?  This  is  no  part 
of  the  boldnefs  of  faith,  nor  of  that  felYpurifying, 
which  every  man  that  hath  this  hope  is,  or  ought 
to  be  feeking  after,  i  John  iii.  3.  That  God  has  fet 
one  gofpel-ordinance  above  another  I  no  where 
read  ;  but  that  any  Should  be  attended  on  with  care- 
lefnefs  and  negledt,  is  moft  monftrous  and  abfurd* 
Soul!  knoweft  thou  whom  thou  art  before  in  all 
the  ordinances  of  gofpel-worfhip  ?  a  glorious,  all- 
feeing,  holy  and  j ult  God;  who  though  he  may,  for 
the  fake  of  Chrift,  in  whom  thy  perfon  is  accepted, 
forgive  thy  fins •,  will  doubtlefs,  as  a  vindication  of 
tne  glory  of  his  own  name,  take  vengeance  on  thine 
inventions,  "iou  know  how  Nadab* s  and  Abihu's 
ftrange  fire,  was  refented  by  a  holy  God,  Lev.  x.  2. 
You  may  think  more  favourably  of  your  own  per- 
fons,  but  God  will  not  caft  away  his  own  law  to  pal¬ 
liate  your  fins.  No  wonder  you  complain  of  Jean- 
nefs,  and  bondage,  and  unprofitableness  under  or¬ 
dinances,  if  you  take  no  more  pains  with  your  own 
hearts,  in  order  to  your  attendance  upon  them  :  pre¬ 
paration  is  God’s  gift,  but  is  it  given  unfought? 
Their  hearts (hall live  that  feekGod ,  Pfai.lxix.  32.  fo 
the  promife  runs,  and  every  believer’s  experience 
agreeth  thereto.  It  was  but  a  little  that  I pajfed  from 
them ,  (lays  the  fpoufe)  and  I  found  him  whom  my  foul 
lovetk ,  Cant.  iii.  4.  but  it  was  in  a  way  of  duty,  after 
long  and  diligent  fearch.* — Believers  hearts  are  feldom 
in  frame  for  converling  with  God  the  judge  of  alh 
Use  3.  Learn  from  what  has  been  laid,  the  only 
y  1  future  judgment  with  pleafure  and 

comfort.  It  is  by  coming  to  God  the  judge  of  all 
now.  Of  ah  other  things,  the  thoughts  of  death  and 
judgment  are  moft  awful  and  affediing.  Becaufe  we 
know  our  turn  for  both  will  one  day  come  ;  and 
that  as  our  ftate  is  found  then,  our  portion  will  be 
forever.  True,  the  bridge  of  the  covenant  will 
carry  us  f ife  over  this  Jordan .  A  perfect,  compleat, 

ever- 
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everlafting  righteoufnefs  will  be  a  fufficient  ground 
of  acquittance  in  the  day  of  our  particular  and  final 
judgment:  yetcanft  thou  help  at  times  fuch  thoughts 
as  thefe?  Oh  fhould  I  die  miftaken  ac  laft !  may  I 
not  ignorantly  be  a  branch  of  Chrift  by  profeffion 
only?  have  not  many  compafled  themfelves  about 
with  fparks  of  their  own  kindling  ?  how  fhall  I  know 
that  I  am  really  in  Chrift  ?  that  the  Lord  is  my 
portion,  that  my  judge  is  my  friend,  my  Saviour, 
my  God  ?  How  mult  luch  thoughts  be  anfwer’d,  and 
confidence  relieved  ?  The  beft  way,  as  1  apprehend, 
(1  hope  I  have  found  it  fo)  is  to  fet  thyfeif  in  the 
prefence  of  an  holy  and  juft  God  now.  Call  up  thy 
fins ;  fearch  the  ground  of  thy  hope,  order  thy  caufe 
before  him ;  fee  how  far  the  covenant  of  God,  the 
blood,  the  righteoufners,  the  advocacy  of  Chrift  fa- 
tisfy  thy  confcience  ;  and  hear  what  anfwer  God  thy 
judge  gives  to  fuch  a  prayer  or  plea  as  that  is,  PfaL 
cxxxix.  23.  Search  me,  0  God ,  and  know  my  heart , 
try  me  and'  know  my  thoughts ,  and  fee  if  there  he  any 
wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlafting . 
Doth  he  fay,  “  Deliver  him  from  going  down  to  the 

pit  ?  is  not  this  a  brand  plucked  out  of  the  fire  ? 
ct  behold  I  have  caufed  thine  iniquity  to  pals  from 
4£  thee:55  then  the  cafe  is  decided.  But  is  a  pro- 
mife  wanting?  wait  on  him  ftiil  in  the  way  of  or- 
dinanres,  put  thyfeif  under  his  fhadow,  look  to 
Chrift  and  the  blood  of  fprinkling  to  plead  for  thee 
though  no  anfwer  comes  at  prelent,  it  will  foon, 
Hab.  ii.  3. 

Use  4.  What  a  blefled  gofpel  is  that  which  re¬ 
veals  the  only  righteoufnefs  wherein  a  poor  guilty 
finner  may  appear  before  God  with  comfort! 

But  this  leads  to  the  fecond  general  *,  of  which 
the  next  opportunity. 
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Heb.  xii.  23.  The  laft  claufe  but  one. 
And  to  God  the  Judge  of  all . 

IN  the  laft  difcourfe  it  was  fhewn  in  four  parti¬ 
culars  what  a  folemn  thing  it  is  for  believers 
themfelves  (who  appear  in  another’s  name,  and 
another’s  righteoufnefs)  to  converfe  with  God  the 
judge  of  all,  u  e.  the  majefty  and  glory  of  God  ; 
his  omnifcience,  as  knowing  all  our  thoughts  and 
all  our  hearts,  all  defigns  and  aims ;  the  purity  of 
his  nature ;  and  the  ftri&nefs  of  his  law.  This 
leads  to  the  fecond  general  head. 

II.  Howr  is  it  that  fuch  a  converfe  is  begun,  be¬ 
tween  an  holy  God,  and  poor  finners  ? 

I  anfwer, 

1.  It  is  begun  in  the  convidtion,  or  fenfiblenefs 
a  foul  has,  that  he  is  a  guilty  loft  finner. 

God  fets  up  a  throne  of  judgment  in  theconfcience, 
before  he  gives  any  difcovery  by  his  fpirit  of  a  throne 
of  grace.  He  herein  deals  with  man  according  to 
the  covenant  he  is  under,  and  the  ftate  he  is  in 
by  nature  ;  this  is  a  covenant  of  condemnation,  and 
a  ftate  of  wrath ;  for  all  have  finned^  and  come  floor  t  of 
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the  glory  of  God,  Rom.iii.  23.  wherefore  God’s  law, 
which  is  the  rule  of  judgment,  is  laid  to  the  Tinner’s 
actions,  and  he  is  fummoned  to  give  an  account  for 
all  he  hath  done  againft  it.  Hence  the  command¬ 
ment  is  laid  to  come ,  i.  e.  in  its  convincing  power,  and 
fpirituality,  in  order  to  work  in  the  foul  this  fenfe  of 
guilt,  and  to  bring  him  for  ever  to  defpair  of  ap- 
■  pearing  before  God  in  his  own  righteoufnefs :  Rom. 
vii.  9.  I  was  alive  without  the  law  once,  but  when  the 
commandment  came,  fin  revived  and  I  died.  Gen.  iii.  9. 
Adam ,  where  art  thou  ?  are  words  uttered  by  God, 
with  an  intention  of  grace  and  mercy,  but  they  be- 
fpeak  a  foiemn  judicial  procefs  which  God  had  firft 
with  him,  as  a  guilty  fallen  creature  u  What  haft 
thou  done  ?  what  a  fl ate  is  this  I  fee  thee  in  !  art 
thou  become  finful  ?  haft  thou  loft  thy  righteouf- 
nefs  ?”  Adam  never  fled  and  hid  himfelf  from  God, 
before  he  was  fenfible  of  this  his  ftate.  And  there 
muft  be  a  charge  of  guilt  laid,  before  there  can  be 
an  a  cl  of  abfolution  paffed.  This  communion  and 
converfe  which  finners  have  with  God  the  judge  of 
all,  is  begun  in  a  fenfiblenefs  of  their  own  guilt, 
and  loft  undone  ftate,  before  him. 

In  order  to  a  poor  fmner’s  comfortably  con- 
verfing  with  God  the  judge  of  all,  there  muft  be  a 
free  confeftion  of  all  fin,  and  a  fubfcribing  to  the 
rights  of  his  juftice.  This  is  called  an  accepting  of 
the  punifhment  of  one’s  iniquity,  Levit .  xxvi.  41. 
and  a  clearing  and  juftifying  God  when  we  are 
judged,  PfaL  li.  4.  Confeftion  of  fin  lies  not  barely 
in  acknowledgment  of  the  fa£t,  but  in  a  fubmiffion 
to  the  punifhment  which  is  the  due  deferc  of  it. 
The  poor  publican  when  he  prayed  to  God  for 
mercy,  owned  himfelf  the  moft  unworthy  of  it.  He 
flood  afar  off  and  fmote  upon  his  bread,  faying,  God 
be  merciful  to  me  a  finner ,  Luke  xviii.  13.  A  foul 
that  is  affedled  with  a  fenfe  of  his  fin,  owns  that 

God  might  juftly  behold  him  for  ever  afar  of  and 

fend 
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fend  him  into  a  (late  of  eternal  diftance  from  him. 
He  comes  as  Benhadadl s  fervant  of  old  did,  with  a 
rope  about  his  neck;  and  fays,  “  Lord!  it  is  a 
“  righteous  thing  with  thee  to  condemn  me  for 
“  ever.  I  have  nothing  but  what  I  deferve,  if  I 
“  never  tafte  a  drop  of  mercy.  I  mult  take  part 
“  with  God  and  juftice  againft  myfelf,  though  I 
e‘  ftiould  lie  in  hell  to  all  eternity.”  Slight  thoughts 
of  fin  a  man  cannot  have,  who  is  under  the  convin¬ 
cing  power  and  condemning  fentence  of  God’s  law, 
nor  flight  thoughts  of  the  law  by  which  fen  ence  is 
pafled.  For  the  law  is  holy,  and  the  commandment 
holy,  juft  and  good,  Rom.  vii.  12.  So  the  finner 
looks  upon  it,  fo  he  efteems  it  in  his  heart,  and  by- 
making  confeffion  of  his  own  vilenefs  and  the  de- 
fert  of  his  fin,  he  gives  glory  to  God,  Jojh.  vii.  t  y. 
God  never  makes  a  foul  a  Iharer  in  the  riches  of  his 
grace,  but  he  firft  brings  him  to  acknowledge  and 
fubmit  to  the  rights  of  his  juftice.  This  is  a  great 
thing  ;  Look  inward.  Soul  !  if  there  be  fo'emnity  in 
any  foul-tranfadtions  with  God,  this  is  one  of  them. 
1  hou  art  loft  for  ever  by  thy  own  judgment,  never 
never  canft  thou  make  one  objection  againft  God  ! 
I  his  fhews  how  folemn  a  thing  it  is  to  deal  with 
God  the  judge  of  all ;  yet  without  this  folemn  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  rights  of  his  juftice  there  can  be  no 
comfortable  converfe  or  -walk  with  him. 

3.  In  order  toa  poor  finner’s  comfortable  converfe 

with  God  the  judge  of  all,  there  rnuft  be  an  abfc- 
lute  renouncing  all  righteoufnefs  of  his  own. 

Job,  though  he  were  perfeft,  yet  would  he  not 
know  his  own  foul,  Chap.  ix.  2 1 .  “  This,  fays  Caryl, 
“  imports,  not  an  affeded  ignorance,  but  an  elected 
“  knowledge  ;  Job  was  no  ftranger  10  his  own  foul  5 

he  had  ftudied  himfe’f,  and  was  well  verfed  in  his 
“  own  bofom.”  But  the  more  he  knew  of  his  own 
heart  and  adtions,  the  more  fin  and  defectivenefs  he 
law  in  both.  A  foul  whom  God  brings  into  judg- 
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ment  has  nothing  to  plead,  fetched  from  within;  a 
holy  law  turns  a  man  out  a  mere  bankrupt ;  all  his 
valuables  go  for  nothing.  Paul  would  no  more  truft 
his  evangelical  holinefs,  than  his  legal  righteoufnefs, 
as  to  any  hopes  he  had  of  appearing  in  it  before 
God  as  a  judge  with  comfort,  Phil.  iii.  8.  When 
the  Spirit  of  God  has  to  do  wirh  any  foul,  fooner  or 
later  he  brings  them  to  this; Lord,  judge  for  thine 
own  honour,  unto  thy  name  give  glory. ”  What 
glory  can  an  holy  God  and  a  righteous  judge  get 
from  a  Tinner’s  tears,  repentance,  promifes,  yea  from 
faith  itfelf,  confidered  as  a  work  ?  What  is  there  in 
all  thefe  to  fatisfy  his  juftice;  to  anfwer  the  demands 
of  his  broken  law  ;  all  procuring  caufes,  terms* 
conditions  in  a  man’s  felf,  are  never  once  heard  from 
the  finner,  when  appearing  before  God  in  judgment. 
He  is  altogether  an  unclean  thing,  and  he  abfolutely 
renounces  ail  righteoufnefs  of  his  own,  in  point  of 
acceptance  and  plea  before  God  the  judge  of  all. 

Thefe  confiderations  neceflarily  come  in,  yet  are 
they  but  introductory  tothatwhichfollows;  therefore* 

4.  The  way  to  have  comfortable  converfe  with 
God  the  judge  of  all,  is  to  come  before  him  in  the 
Mediator’s  righteoufnefs,  and  to  plead  it  with  him, 
as  thy  juftifying  righteoufnefs.  This  is  included  in 
the  two  following  claufes  of  my  text ;  And  to  Jefus 
the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant ;  and  unto  the  blood  of 
fprinkling.  Which  are  mentioned  as  other  diftinft  pri¬ 
vileges  which  make  up  the  glory  of  the  goipel-ftate; 
whereby  is  infinuated  both  the  way  in  which  recon¬ 
ciliation  was  obtained  for  us,  and  in  what  it  is  ap¬ 
plied  to  us.  Chrift  as  a  Mediator  purchafedour  peace 
by  fhedding  his  blood  ;  thus  it  is  faid,  1  Cor.  v.  7. 
Chrift  our  paffover  is  facrificed  for  us .  And  by  the 
fprinkling  ot  it,  (as  of  old  on  the  altar  and  on  the 
people)  believers  come  to  have  benefit  by  it,  as  to 
thofe  ends  for  which  it  was  offered  up  to  God.  This 

righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  God-man,  which  he  wrought 
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out  as  Mediator  and  Surety,  is  what  every  enlight¬ 
ened  convinced  finner  pleads  and  urges  before  the 
throne,  under  the  accufations  of  confcience,  the 
charges  of  Satan,  the  arreft  of  juftice,  and  the  curie 
of  a  broken  law. 

Now  there  are  in  this  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  thefe 
four  things,  which  make  a  poor  foul’s  converfe  with 
God  the  Judge  of  all,  (who  is  found  in  it,  and  ap¬ 
peals  to  it)  to  be  fweet  and  comfortable. 

x.  It  is  a  perfect  righteoufnefs.  Law  and  juftice 
are  both  fatisfied  with  it,  or  elfe  the  blefted  Jefus 
who  wrought  it  out  had  never  been  juftified  in  the 
fpirit ,  1  Tim.  iii.  16.  when  he  arofefrom  the  dead, 
which  was  performed  by  the  powerful  agency  and 
operation  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  Rem.  i.  4.  God  had 
never  {tiled  himfelf  the  God  of  peace ,  but  that 
the  great  ihepherd  of  the  fheep  paid  into  the  hands 
of  juftice  that  full  price,  which  the  righteous  law 
demanded,  Heb.  xiii.  20.  Soul !  there  is  grace  (hewn 
thee,  that  this  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  ihbuld  be 
imputed  to  thee;  but  there  was  no  favour  fhewn  to 
Chrift  thy  furety  in  working  it  out :  God J, pared 
not  his  own  Jon,  Rom,  viii.  32.  Chrift  did  not  com¬ 
pound  with  God,  when  he  flood  in  thy  place;  and 
afted  in  thy  room  and  ftead.  No  !  he  paid  the  ut- 
fnoft  farthing.  Thy  Jefus  never  gave  out  obeying 
and  fuffering,  till  he  could  fay  by  the  law’s  allowance, 
P  isfinifhed ,  John  xix.  30.  Here  lies  thy  plea,  and 
the  ground  of  thy  comfort  when  converfing  with 
God  the  judge  of  all,  that  the  righteoufnefs  in 
which  thou  ftandeft,  is  a  perfect,  a  complete  righ¬ 
teoufnefs  :  Oh  1  it  could  never  be  pleadable  were  it 
not  perreft.  On  this  foundation  Job  triumphs, Chap, 
xxiii.  7.  'There  the  righteous  (  who  are  made  fo  in  the 
Redeemer  s  blood)  might,  difputewith  him  (argue  their 
caufe  and  fell  their  wants)  fo  floould  I  be  delivered  for 
ever  from  my  judge.  As  though  he  had  faid,  “  I  have 
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“  no  need  to  fear  God’s  condemning  fentence,  fo 

long  as  I  am  interefted  in  his  fon’s  perfect,  jufti- 
“  tying  righteoufnefs.5’ 

2.  it  is  a  covenant-righteoufnefs.  And  a  great 
fhare  of  our  comfort  in  pleading  it  with  God  de¬ 
pends  upon  this.  God  himfelf  was  the  contriver, 
the  devifer  of  it  :  out  of  pure  love  and  grace  to 
finning  man.  It  is  a  righteoufnefs  of  his  ordination 
and  appointment  •,  about  which  a  council  was  called 
in  heaven  before  all  worlds.  Zech.  vi.  13.  The  court- 
Jcl  of  peace  floatl  be  between  them  both.  True,  this 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  was  wrought  out  in  anlwer 
to  the  demands  of  the  old  law  *,  but  it  was  agreed 
upon  in  eternity,  and  was  accepted,  and  is  imputed, 
upon  the  footing  of  a  new  covenant.  I  have  made 
a  covenant  with  my  chofen,  Pfahn  Ixxxix.  3. 
A  perfedt  righteoufnefs  is  accepted  at  Chrift’s  hands 
for  thee  *,  why  ?  not  barely  becaufe  it  is  perfect, 
anfwering  to  every  tide  of  the  broken  law,  but  aifo 
becaufe  it  was  at  God’s  ordination  and  appointment 
wrought  out  for  thee.  Chrift  thy  furety  took  up¬ 
on  him  thy  nature,  thy  name,  and  thy  fins,  by  co¬ 
venant-agreement  with  the  Father.  Heb.  v.  4,  5.  No 
man  iakeih  this  honour  unto  himfelf ,  but  he  that  is 
called  cf  God ,  as  was  Aaron  :  fo  alfo  Chrift  glorified  not 
himfelf  to  be  made  an  high  prieft ,  but  he  that  faid 
unto  him ,  Phou  art  my  Jon  ;  this  day  have  I  begotten 
thee.  Soul,  thou  haft  here  a  double  plea  in  one  j 
the  glory  of  fovereign  grace,  and  the  Son’s  righte¬ 
oufnefs  f  everlafting  counlels  are  fulfilled,  and  an 
eternal  law  magnified  •,  hence  arifes  a  toul  s  com¬ 
fortable  converfe  with  God  as  judge  of  all. 

3.  It  is  a  righteoufnefs,  wherein  all  the  attributes 
of  God  harmonize.  He  is,  and  he  appears  to  be 
a  juft  God  and  a  Saviour,  If  a.  xlv.  21.  God  is  juft 
in  punifhing  fin,  merciful  and  gracious  in  pardon¬ 
ing  the  firmer.  What  a  bleffed  anfwer  is  here  to  all 

the  fcruples  of  a  tender  confcience  :  God’s  truth, 
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God’s  holinefs  and  juftice,  can  put  in  no  Tingle  claim, 
which  the  Mediator’s  blood  and  righteoufnefs  has 
not  fully  anfwered.  It  is  a  /peaking  blood  :  Jt  fpeaks 
covenant  promifes,  faithfulnefs  and  honour  to  God 
for  thee  ;  and  it  fpeaks  pardon,  and  peace,  and 
grace,  and  glory  from  God  to  thee.  Oh  !  glorious 
righteoufnefs  of  our  great  Mediator  ;  in  this  may 
my  foul  boaft  all  the  day  long,  in  this  may  I  ever 
live,  and  claim,  and  triumph  !  Once  more, 

4  This  righteoufnefs  is  unchangeable  and  ever- 
lafting.  Through  all  times,  changes  and  frames,  the 
Mediator’s  righteoufnefs  continues  everlaftingly  the 
fame.  Were  the  faints  inherent  righteoufnefs,  their 
faith,  fincerity,  or  gol'pel-obedience,  to  be  their 
pleadable  title  to  God’s  favour,  or  to  comfortable 
converfe  with  him,  we  fhould  have  it  often  to  leek, 
when  we  need  it  for  ufe.  But  this  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift  is  ever  perfect,  prefent  and  accepted.  My 
falvation  Jhall  be  for  ever ,  and  my  1  ighteoufnefs  Jhallnot 
be  abolijhed ,  [fa.  li.  6.  There  may  be  muen  change 
in  us,  but  there  is  no  change  in  that.  It  is  a  garment 
which  waxem  not  old  •,  it  can  be  no  more  fullied 
than  worn  out.  It  is  of  the  fame  validity,  efficacy 
and  acceptation  with  God  now,  as  it  was  when  our 
high  pried  firft  entered  with  it  into  the  holieftof  all, 
and  prefented  it  to  God  the  Father  with  his  own 
hands,  in  the  name  and  for  the  ufe  of  all  his  feed. 
— Soul !  whence  is  it  thou  haft  leannefs  of  frame, 
and  diftreffing  terrors  ?  whence  is  it  thou  walked  in 
darknefs  and  haft  no  light?  Is  it  becaule  thou  haft 
no  righteoufnefs  to  appear  in  before  God,  or  is  it 
becaufe  thou  doft  not  improve  it  ?  Is  it  becaufe  thy 
foundation  itfelf  totters  and  finks,  or  becaule  thou 
ftandeft  with  but  one  foot  upon  it?  Thou  pleaded: 
Chnft’s  righteoufnefs,  but  what  gives  thee  boldnels 
fo  to  do  ?  is  it  thy  own  frames,  thy  own  giaces? 
tbefe  thou  makeit  as  fteps  to  help  thee  to  Chnft’s 
righteoufnefs,  therefore  thou  comeft  ftiort  of  peace 
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and  comfort.  This  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  needs 
nothing  of  thine  own  to  make  it  accepted,  or  to 
make  it  pleadable.  David  makes  mention  of  it  whol¬ 
ly  and  only,  PfaL  lxxi.  1 6.  It  is  a  righteoufnefs  like 
its  glorious  author,  the  fame  y eft er day ,  to  day ,  and 
for  ever  ;  a  righteoufneis  which  will  enter  even  hea¬ 
ven  itfelf  with  us,  and  will  dwell  for  ever  round  us, 
and  our  molt  glorious  covering  in  the  fight  of  God^ 
and  our  everlafting  title  fas  one  well  exprefies  it)  to 
ali  the  bleffings  of  eternity  ;  the  faints  above  are 
always  viewed  and  accepted  of  God,  in  this  ever¬ 
lafting  and  unchangeable  righteoufnefs. 

Thefe  confiderations,  touching  the  righteoufnefs 
in  which  a  poor  fioner  appears  before  God  the  judge 
of  all,  are  living  fprings  of  peace  and  comforr, 
and  of  a  hope  which  maketh  not  afhamed .  And  thus 
communion  and  converfe  with  God  as  a  judge  of 
all  is  begun. 

Use  i.  If  there  be  no  coming  to  God  as  judge 
of  all,  with  comfort,  but  by  confeffing  fin,  their 
ftate  mu  ft  be  fad  who  feek  comfort  by  hiding  or 
lefifening  fin.  Soul !  thou  mayft  cover  thy  tranf- 
greflions  as  Adam ,  Job  xxxi.  33.  but  here  or  here¬ 
after,  thy  fin  will  find  thee  out  *  God  is  judge  alone. 
To  leffen  thy  fin,  is  to  approve  it,  to  love  it  in  thy 
heart  ;  and  though  thou  art  innocent  of  fome  fins, 
art  thou  guildefs  of  all  ?  Will  it  be  any  excufe  of 
one  guilty  of  treafon,  to  plead  he  has  not  commut¬ 
ed  murder  ?  Poor  finner,  thou  art  an  utter  ftranger 
to  God’s  fovereign  grace,  if  thou  haft  not  been 
brought  under  his  fentence  of  judgment.  How 
canft  thou  expeft  the  benefit  of  a  pardon,  when 
thou  art  not  brought  to  own  thyfelf  guilty  ? 

Use  2,  Muft  a  foul  be  brought  to  fubmit  to  the 
rights  of  God’s  juftice,  in  order  to  a  comfortable 
converfe  with  him  as  judge  of  all  ?  then  wo  to  all 
fuch  as  quarrel  with  God’s  judgment.  We  live  in 
a  dark  day,  many  are  caufing  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael 
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to  ceafe  from  among  us  ;  faying  of  the  Lord’s  ways, 
they  are  not  equal.  They  are  for  framing  a  God 
altogether  like  themfclves.  A  God  all  mercy,  that 
will  deftroy  none  of  his  creatures  ;  and  have  fet  up 
rules  and  terms  and  fitnefles  of  things  (as  they  term 
them)  for  the  God  and  judge  of  all  the  earth  to 
walk  by.  But  wo  to  him  that  Jlriveth  with  his 
Maker .  Mud  God  give  account  of  his  matters  to 
fuch  as  are  to  be  judged  by  him  ?  fhall  a  condemned 
man  give  laws  to  his  judge  ?  Soul!  when  thou  art 
brought  to  fee  fin,  in  the  glafs  of  the  law,  Adam's  fin 
will  appear  no  light  thing.  Judgment  is  come  on 
all  men  to  condemnation ,  Rom.  v.  1 8.  God  willeth 
not  the  death  of  finners,  confidered  as  creatures,  but 
the  wicked  fhall  be  turned  into  hell,  and  ail  the  na¬ 
tions  that  forget  God.  For  he  does  not  condemn 
as  a  fovereign  from  his  own  arbitrary  will,  but  as  a 
judge.  How  canft  thou  expedt  mercy  when  thou 
pleaded  merit  *,  mercy  can  never  be  exercifed  againd 
law.  God  will  give  grace  to  none  but  fuch  as  will 
prize  it  when  beftowed. 

Use  3.  Muft  all  felf-righteoufnefs  be  renounced 
in  order  to  a  comfortable  converfe  with  God  the 
judge  of  all  ?  How  contrary  is  that  doflrine  which 
jets  up  the  creature’s  fincere  obedience  as  a  part  of 
our  gofpel  righteoufnefs  ?  Our  fincere  obedience  is 
to  be  renounced  in  point  of  judification,  though  it  is 
to  be  prefied  after,  as  a  part  of  our  gofpel- fanft id¬ 
eation.  The  law  requires  a  perfeft  righteoufnefs,  and 
the  gofpel  reveals  it.  As  judge  of  all,  God  can  ad¬ 
mit  of  none  other,  without  fetting  afide  his  own 
and  his  Son’s  righteoufnefs.  Sincerity  is  in  a  man’s 
ielf ;  it  is  inherent,  not  imputed  ;  whereas  the  righte- 
oufnds,  which  is  accepted  for  judification,  is  unto 
and  upon  all  them  that  believe  ;  not  in  them,  Rom . 
iiL.  2r.  It  is  revealed  to  faith,  not  obtained  by  it ; 
and  faith  itfelf  comes  through  this  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrilt,  fo  far  is  it  from  giving  a  title  thereto,  2  Pet ; 
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i.  i.  To  them  that  have  obtained  like  precious  faith 
through  the  knowledge  of  God  cur  faviour.  Thefe 
may  be  bandied  about  in  controverfy,  amongft  men 
that  are  ,at  eaie  in  Zion  ;  but  they  are  not  of  fuch 
trifling  moment  to  finners  who  have  their  fouls 
awakened.  1  o  the  poor  finner  who  comes  with  the 
awful  queftion  in  his  mouth;  how  can  man  be  juft 
with  God ?  muft  we  direft  him  to  Chrift,  to  the 
grace  of  God  in  him  ;  to  the  blood  of  the  cove¬ 
nant,  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith  ?  or  muft  we  fet  him 
to  his  own  repentance,  inward  qualifications,  cove- 
nantings,  &c.  Miferable  comforters  are  fuch,  and 
phyficians  of  no  value,  whatever  their  defign  be, 
or  how  fin*  ere  foever  (as  the  phrafe  is)  their  error 
m  y  be.  A  guilty  finner  needs  an  all-fufficient  Sa¬ 
viour  and  a  com  pleat  righteoufnefs.  And  this  is  the 
glory  of  theg  fpel,  t hat  herein  is  revealed  the  righte¬ 
oufnefs  of  God  from  faith  to  faith ;  not  to  works 
firft,  then  to  fairh  ;  but  from  faith  to  faith,  as  it  is 
written,  The  juft  fthall  live  by  faith ,  Rom.  i.  1 7. 
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Heb.  xii.  23.  The  laft  claufe  but  one. 

And  to  God  the  Judge  of  all . 

I  AM  now  to  confider  (as  God  fhall  help)  the 
third  general. 


III.  In  what  inftances,  and  by  what  methods,  this 
converfe  which  believers  have  with  God  the 
judge  of  all,  is  maintained  and  carried  on. 


And  that  we  may  proceed  with  the  greater  clear- 
nefs,  under  this  general  head  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
ihew, 

I.  In  what  particular  inftances  this  converfe  with 
God  is  carried  on. 

II.  By  what  fpecial  methods  it  is  promoted  and 
maintained.  And  as  a  farther  ufe  of  this  head, 

III.  By  what  means  it  is  prevented,  or  interrupted. 


I.  I  am  to  give  fome  inftances,  wherein  believers 
have  comfortable  converfe  with  God,  the  judge  of 
all,  through  the  whole  of  their  gofpel-profeftion 
and  walk.  The  apoftle  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  privilege 
attending  their  ftate,  not  a  bleffing  peculiar  to  fome 
extraordinary  frames.  It  is  a  believer’s  fettled  mercy 
and  daily  duty  to  converfe  with  God  the  judge  of 
all.  And, 

Firft, 
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Part  comfortable  converfe 
W[.-  l  i°  i-  ^es  *n  tb°,~e  big*1  anc^  honourable  thoughts 
™(h  believers  have  of  his  righteoufnefs,  as  judge 

To  a  foul  that  has  union  with  Chrift,  and  accefs 
to  Lrod  by  him,  God’s  righteoufnefs  is  as  dear  an 
attribute  as  his  grace.  It  is  a  glorious  part  of  his 
character,  Exod.  xxxiv.  7.  He  will  by  no  means  clear 
the  guilty ;  i.  e.  not  without  a  facrifice,  a  fatisfac- 
tion  :  and  this  their  fouls  acquiefce  and  delight  in. 

.is  up  a  part  of  our  Saviour’s  prayer  ;  Oh 

righteous  Father,  the  world  bath  not  known  thee]  &c. 
Jo  n  xvii.  25.  And  it  conftitutes  the  fong  of  the 
iaints  and  angels.  Rev.  xvi.  5.  Thou  art  righteous ,  O 
■Lord,  which  art,  and  waft,  and /halt  be:  devils  and 
damned  fpirits  feel  how  juft  God  is ;  but  the  faints 

y  led_e  it,  and  fubmit  to  it  with 

complacency  and  adoration.  And  why  they?  be- 
caufe,  in  the  glafs  of  a  crucified  Chrift  they  behold 
God  as  a  juft  God  and  a  Saviour,  Ifai.  xlv.  21. 
It  is  with  pleafure  they  look  into  the  high  and 
righteous  demands  of  God’s  law,  and  read  over  the 
claims  of  vindiftive  juftice  on  the  entrance  of  fin, 
becaufe  they  lee  juftice  and  mercy  reconciled  in  the 
death  of  Chrift,  and  grace  reigning  in  a  way  of 
righteoufnefs,  Rom.  v.  21.  Believers  defire  to  con- 
verfe  with  God  as  a  holy  and  righteous  God,  that 
is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity  ;  nor  can 
they  bear  to  think  of  God’s  making  any  alteration 
in  his  law,  by  way  of  indulgence  to  any  of  their 
fins.  Thy  word  is  very  pure ,  fays  David ,  therefore 
thy  fervant  loveth  it ,  Pfal.  cxi£.  140.  and  ver.  20. 
My  foul  breaketh  for  the  longing  it  hath  unto  thy  judg¬ 
ments  at  all  times .  This  is  one  inftance  of  believers 
converfe  with  God  the  judge  of  all. 

Secondly,  Another  inftance  wherein  believers 
have  comfortable  converfe  with  God,  lies  in  their 
pleading  juftification  before  God,  upon  the  footing 
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of  riohteoufnefs.  Not  of  their  own  righteoufnefsj 
for  as  creatures,  we  are  debtors ;  as  Tinners,  we  are 
bankrupts,  and  have  nothing  to  pay  :  Yet  juftice 
as  well  as  grace  is  a  believer’s  plea,  becaufe  he  hath 
intereft  in  the  Mediator’s  righteoufnefs.  As  guilty 
ftnners,  our  plea  is  pure  grace  and  mercy ;  as 
clothed  upon  with  this  robe  of  righteoufnefs,  we 
may  appeal  to  juftice.  Holy  Paul ,  in  the  views  of 
death  and  judgment,  fays,  2  Tim.  iv.  8.  Henceforth 
there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteoufnefs ,  which 
the  Lord  the  righteous  judge  fhall  give,  me  in  that  day. 
There  is  a  twofold  juftice  in  God  5  vindictive  juftice, 
in  demanding  fatisfadion,  and  infliding  the  whoje 
of  the  curfe  for  fin  committed  this  believers  in 
Chrift  are  delivered  from  ;  the  debt  once  paid  is 
no  farther  demandable  :  And  remunerative  juftice-, 
which  confifts  in  giving  all  fpiritual  and  eternal 
blefiings,  upon  condition  of  a  full  price  paid  ;  this 
every  believer  has  an  interefi  in.  As  a  judge  God 
condemned  the  furety,  and  as  a  judge  he  acquits 
and  juftifies  the  finner.  Henceheisfaid,  Rom.  iii.  2 6. 
to  be  juft,  and  the  juftifier  of  him  which  believeth  in 
Jefus:  And,  1  John.  i.  9.  He  is  faithful  and  juft  to 
forgive  us  our  fins ,  and  to  cleanfe  us  from  all  unright  e-. 
oufnefs.  The  righteoufnefs  of  God’s  nature  as  judge, 
makes  it  meet,  when  the  furety  has  fatisfied,  that 
the  finper  fhould  be  faved.  A  blefied,  approved 
way  is  this,  of  maintaining  fellowfhip  and  commu¬ 
nion  with  God.  What  can  difmay  that  foul,  who 
can  realize  his  intereft  in  that  juftifying  fentence, 
which  palled  upon  his  glorious  furety,  when  God 
raifed  him  from  the  dead? 

Thirdly,  Another  inftance  wherein  believers  have 

comfortable  converfe  with  God  the  judge  of  all, 

lies  in  their  referring  themfelves  to  his  righteous 

judgment,  with  refped  to  their  ftate,  their  frames, 

and  all  their  adions.— How  often,  and  how  fre¬ 
quently 
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quently  do  we  hear  the  Pfalmift  pleading,  Judge 
O  Lord  ;  ft  arch  me ,  O  God ;  know  my  heart  ; 
try  me ,  and  know  my  thoughts ,  Pfal.  xxvi.  i.  and 
Plal.  cxxxix.  23,  24.  Of  all  things,  an  upright 
Chriftian  dreads  molt  a  miftaken  notion  of  his  ftate 
God-ward.  We  are  bad  judges  in  our  own  caufe, 
what  mu  ft  we  then  do  as  to  our  converfe  with  God, 
vvhen  things  look  dark  and  dubious*,  the  heart  finks, 
the  ipirit  faints ;  and  the  more  we  look  inward,  the 
more  we  are  afraid  to  proceed  ?  Prefent  thyfelf  be¬ 
fore  God  for  his  judgment;  beg  him  to  fhew  thee 
thyfelf,  to  fet  before  confcience  his  own  law  and 
his  own  righteoufnefs,  and  to  lead  thee  in  the  way 
everlafting.  Confcience  itfelf  often  needs  frefh 
fearching,  and  frefh  purging  Many  times  it  fpeaks 
peace,  not  by  God’s  allowance,  as  when  it  goes 
only  upon  the  preemptive  evidence  of  paft  faith, 
hopes,  experiences  and  enlargements,  without  di¬ 
rect  acts  of  faith  upon  the  covenant  and  grace  of 
God  through  the  Mediator.  This  is  a  falfe  foun¬ 
dation  where  there  is  a  Joofe  walk,  wherefore  the 
believing  foul  is  earneft  for  God’s  teftimony,  and 
God’s  fear'ch  ;  and  in  this  way  only,  at  fuch  feafons, 
is  comfortable  converfe  maintained  with  God  the 
judge  of  all.  It  is  a  fign  of  true  grace  when  a  heart, 
not  barely  abides  the  trial,  but  loves  to  be  tried, 
Job  x.  2.  I  will  fay  unto  God ,  Do  not  condemn  me ,  [hew 
me  wherefore  thou  comendeft  with  me.  Job  fufpedts 
fome  evil  in  his  own  heart  unfeen  as  yet ;  4‘  God, 

“  fays  he,  does  not  contend  for  nothing,— Lord, 
fhew  it  me ;  make  me  know  what  I  am  in  thy 
ct  fight;  as  my  judge,  I  fly  to  thee;  as  my  father, 
my  friend,  my  portion,  my  all,  but  I  ftand  be- 
<c  fore  thee  alio  as  my  judge.”  And  when  a  foul 
has  God’s  judgment  he  is  not  afraid  of  man’s. 
God  is  greater  than  our  hearts ,  and  knowsth  all  things . 
This  is  another  inftance,  GY. 

Fou  thly. 
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Fourthly,  Another  inftance  wherein  believers 
have  comfortably  converfed  with  God  the  judge  of 
all,  lies  in  a  hearty  approval  of  all  providential  dif- 
f  penfations  to  themfelves  and  others. 

This  was  the  church’s  frame,  If  a.  xxvi.  3.  Yea,  in 
the  way  of  thy  judgments  have  we  waited  for  thee . 
And  a  great  part  pf  a  believer’s  converfe  with  God 
lies  in  it.  Pauli ays,  Phil.  4.  ir.  I  have  learned 
h  els  dp,  in  the  things  I  am  in,  in  whalfoever  fate , 
condition,  frame  I  am,  therewith  to  be  content ,  “  If 

“  I  am  poor,  defpiled,  or  if  I  abound,  1  fubmit  : 

4C  it  is  well,'  fhail  not  the  judge  of  all  the  earth  do 
<c  right?  I  am  not  to  meafure  God’s  difpenfation 
C4  towards  his  church  in  general,  or  myfelf  in  par- 
“  ticular  by  my  rule.  He  is  a  God  of  judgment, 

and  hieffed  are  all  they  that  wait  for  him.”  Man’s 
nature  is  very  apt  to  quarrel  at  God’s  difpenfations  : 
In  afflidtions,  darknefs,  foul-difpenfing  terrors,  £sV. 
we  are  ready  to  take  God’s  work  out  of  his  hands, 
and  to  fit  as  judges  upon  the  way  which  he  takes  : 
Inftead  of  this,  thou  art  called  to  bow  to  God’s 
fovereignty  ;  to  reft  in  his  unfearchable  wifdom, 
to  be  perfuaded  of  his  righteoufnefs ;  to  plead  his 
promifes,  and  even  again/l  hope ,  to  believe  in  hope . 
H  ow  doft  thou  refer  thyfelf  to  God’s  judgment,  if 
in  every  diftafteful  difpenfation  thou  art  for  being 
thy  own  choofer  ?  David  fings  of  mercy  and  of  judg¬ 
ment,  Pfal.  ci.  1.  Divine  conduft  towards  him,  was 
in  a  way  of  goodnefs  and  mercy,*  tempered  with 
wifdom,  faithfulnefs,  righteoufnefs  and  truth: 
There  was  a  judicioufnefs  in  the  whole  of  God’s 
proceedings,  that  was  not  to  be  fathomed  by  hu¬ 
man  underftanding.  That  is  comfortable  converle 
thou  haft  with  God  as  judge  of  all,  when  from  the 
heart  thou  art  enabled  to  juftify  God  in  his  difpen¬ 
fations.  Once  more, 

Fifthly,  Another  inftance  of  this  comfortable 
converfe  which  believers  have  with  God  the  judge 

of 
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of  all,  in  a  way  of  anticipating,  or  antidating  (as 
it  were)  that  fentence  of  abfolution,  which  (hall  be 
topenly  pronounced  upon  them  at  the  laft  day. 

Some  are  for  deferring  the  (eafon  of  a  (inner’s 
jollification  to  the  laft:  day  :  But  thou,  believer, 
inftead  hereof,  art  for  bringing  the  mercy  of  that 
blefied  and  glorious  day  into  poffefllon  and  enjoy¬ 
ment  now ;  it  will  be  a  day  of  finding  mercy  to  all 
fuch  who  have  wafhed  their  robes ,  and  made  than 
white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  ;  and  not  as  if  be¬ 
lievers  were  in  a  (late  of  fufpence  and  uncertainty 
as  to  their  pardon*  juftification,  and  right  to  life, 
till  the  folemn  procefs  of  that  day  commences ;  no, 
thou  art  faved,  and  called  with  an  holy  calling ;  Chrift, 

'  and  his  righteoufnefs,  and  grace,  and  compleac  fal- 
Vation,  are  as  much  thine  now,  as  they  will  be 
then  :  Believers  fit  together  in  heavenly  places  in 
Chrift,  Eph.  ii.  5.  Right  and  title  never  vary; 
faith  gives  prefent  claim,  though  not  prefent  pof- 
feffion.  But  when  this  Day  of  jefus  Chrift  comes ; 
(for  fo  it  is  called,  Phil.  i.  6.)  the  mercy  of  God’s 
nature,  his  covenant  and  promife  will  be  fully 
laid  open ;  Believers  (hall  hear  the  fentence  of  ab¬ 
folution  before  men,  angels,  and  devils,  declared, 
attefted,  confirmed,  and  (hall  be  put  beyond  the 
poffibility  of  a  fingle  doubt  or  fear  for  ever.  Then 
will  Chrift  thy  furety  prefent  thee  to  the  Father 
publickly,  folemnly,  once  for  all,  as  his  truft, 
his  purchafe,  his  fpoufe,  as  united  to  his  perfon, 
cloathed  with  his  righteoufnefs,  conformed  to  his 
image,  and  fully  prepared  in  body  and  fpirit  for 
his  glory.  Paul  calls  the  hope  of  this  day  blrffed , 
Tit.  ii.  13.  much  more  will  the  appearance  o!  it 
be  fo:  And  believers  have  comfortable  converfe 
with  God,  in  looking  for  it,  and  hafling  unto  the 
coming  of  it,  2  Pet.  iii.  1  2.  or,  as  it  is  more  empha¬ 
tically  in  the  margin,  hafling  the  coming  of  it.  Faith 
beholds  diftant  things  near,  and  abfent  things  as 

preient. 
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prefent.  Art  thou,  believer,  in  his  prefence  to  have 
fulnefs  of  joy ,  and  at  his  right  hand  plcafures  for  ever¬ 
more?  Pfal.  xvi.  ir.  and  no  comfort,  no  triumphs, 
nothing  but  dark  and  dead,  and  bondage-frames 
now !  Begin  the  fongs  of  Zion  in  this  ftrange  land  : 
Rev.  v.  9.  'Thou  art  worthy  to  take  the  book ,  and 
open  the  feals  thereof  for  thou  waft  ftain ,  and  haft 
redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred , 
and  tongue,  and  people ,  and  nation ;  and  haft  made  us 
unto  our  God  kings ,  and  priefts,  and  we  Jhall  reign 
on  the  earth. 

In  thefe  inftances  believers,  in  their  chriftian  walk 
heaven-ward,  have  comfortable  converfe  with  God 
the  judge  of  all.  This  leads  to  confider. 


II.  How,  or  by  what  fpecial  methods  this  com* 
fortable  converfe  with  God  is  promoted  and 
maintained. 


I  anfwer, 

Firft,  By  looking  often  to  the  everlafting  fettle* 
tnents  and  grace  of  the  covenant  •,  what  God  does 
in  time ,  is  by  virtue  of  covenant-agreement  with 
his  Chrift,  and  our  furety  in  eternity.  Pfal.  xcviii.  3, 

1  have  faid,  Mercy  fhall  be  built  up  for  ever - for 

J  have  made  a  covenant  with  my  chofen.  Fallen  fin* 
ners  can  never  behold  the  rights  of  God’s  juftice, 
but  in  the  views  of  the  precious  provifions  of  grace 
and  mercy.  Rom.  v.  21.  Grace  reigns  through 
righteoufnefs  unto  eternal  life ,  by  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Lord.  This  is  Paul’s  triumph,  in  views  of  himfelf 
as  a  finner,  and  of  God  as  righteous.  2  Cor.  ii.  14. 
Now,  thanks  be  to  God,  who  always  caufelh  us  to  tri¬ 
umph  in  Chrift. — •Believer,  thy  triumphs  are  all  in 
Chrift,  but  it  is  God,  as  a  God  of  grace,  which 
caufetb  thee  to  triumph.  Thou  haft  no  claim  in 
Chrift,  but  what  fovereign  grace  has  given  thee. 
If  thou  pleaded,  Lord,  accept  me,  prove  me,  fave 

me 
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me,  it  is  all  upon  the  footing  of  an  everlafting 
covenant,  and  rich  and  reigning  grace.  Believers 
are  one  day  to  be  pillars  in  the  houfe  of  their  Gr  d, 
Rev.  iii.  12.  i.  e.  monumental  pillars,  whofe  infcrip- 
tion  on  every  fide  will  be  grace ,  grace.  If  thou 
art  looking  for  the  mercy  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift , 
Jude  21.  in  the  end,  thou  hadft  need  live  upon 
grace  by  the  way.  This  is  one  method  of  main¬ 
taining  converfe  with  God. 

Secondly,  This  comfortable  converfe  with  God, 
is  promoted  and  maintained  by  the  foul’s  daily  faith 
on  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  as  God-man.  And  of 
Jefus  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant.  By  him  is 
the  foul’s  firft  accefs  to  God,  (as  has  been  fliewn) 
and  by  him  is  its  continual  converfe.  He  opened 
the  way  to  God  by  his  blood,  and  he  keeps  it 
open  by  his  interceftion  and  life.  It  is  Chrift’s  re¬ 
lation  to  God  the  Father,  which  gives  us  bolanefs 
and  confidence  in  calling  him  our  Father.  We 
have  7rpo<rocyoo,ytnv9  manudubtion  to  God  as  a  Father. 
Chrift  takes  us  by  the  hand  and  prefents  us  to  God, 
as  great  favourites  do  fuch  as  they  introduce  to 
crowned  heads,  Eph.  ii.  18.  Soul!  never  expebt  a 
favourable  look  from  thy  judge,  without  firft  com¬ 
ing  to  Chrift  ;  there  muft  be  a  fixing  and  centering 
in  his  perfon,  as  Mediator.  Thus  the  whole  church 
are  reprefented  as  maintaining  fellowfhip  with  God, 
Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  9.  Behold ,  O  God ,  our  Jkield ,  and  look 
upon  the  face  of  thine  Anointed.  And  hence  believers 
are  direbted  both  to  abide  in  Chrift,  and  to  walk 
in  him,  John  xv.  5.  Col.  ii.  6.  This  is  the  we!l- 
fpring  of  life,  and  the  way  to  maintain  comfortable 
converfe  with  God  as  judge  of  all. 

Thirdly,  This  comfortable  converfe  with  God 
is  promoted  and  maintained  by  earneft  endeavours 
after  conformity  to  God  in  righteouinefs  and  true 
holinefs :  *  Be  ye  holy ,  as  I  am  holy ,  1  Pet.  i.  16. 
This  converfe  lies  not  in  notion  or  talk,  but  in 

heart 
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heart  and  walk  ;  whatever  you  hear  of  the  word  of 
truth,  beware  left  you  reft  fatisfied  with  taking 
the  notion  into  your  heads,  this  deftroys  thoufands : 
Be  the  truth  ever  fo  fweet,  practical,  diredive,  it 
has  no  laving  avail  to  the  foul,  without  you  have 
fome  experience  of  the  power  of  it  in  your  heart. 
Many  an  one  can  talk  of  jollification,  who  is  under 
a  fentene'e  of  condemnation  ;  notionally  he  is  ac¬ 
quainted  with  God  the  judge  of  all,  but  he  has  ne¬ 
ver  really  converfed  with  him,  as  fuch  comfoit 
comes  in  w  ay  of  duty  ;  if  a  man  is  not  concerned  to 
walk  acceptably  before  God,  he  does  but  deceive 
his  own  foul,  when  he  walks  comfortably ;  where¬ 
fore  fays  the  apoftle,  2  Cor .  v.  9.  we  labour  that 
whether  prefent  or  abfent ,  we  may-  be  accepted  of  him . 
Well-grounded  hopes  of  heaven  are  fo  far  from 
encouraging  Doth  and  carnal  fecurity  in  the  be¬ 
liever’s  walk,  that  they  are  a  conftant  fpur  to  duty, 
and  a  check  to  fin.  We  labour,  it  is  exercifing  work, 
to  keep  always  a  confcience  void  of  offence  towards  God $ 
and  men :  Yet  without  this  there  can  be  no  com¬ 
fortable  communion,  God  as  a  judge  has  accepted 
righteoufnefs  from  thy  furety  ;  but  this  in  no  wife' 
fees  afide  his  right  to  obedience  from  thee  a  crea¬ 
ture.  Thou  arc  not  without  law  to  God,  but  under 
the  law  to  Chrift.  Have  a  care  of  heart- Antivc- 
mianifm ,  it  mafks  itfelf  under  the  moft  fweet,  pre¬ 
cious,  foul-reviving  and  eftablilhing  truths  of  God. 
Labour  moft  after  likenefs  and  conformity  to  him. 

Fourthly,  A  believer’s  converfe  with  God  the 
judge  of  ail,  is  promoted  and  maintained  by  his 
coming  often  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling.  And  to 
the  blood  of  fprinkling,  i.  e.  the  blood  that  is  fprinkled. 

1  his  is  fai tel  s  grand  plea,  often  its  only  plea  in  the 
foil  1  s  coming  before  Liod  ;  Heb.  x.  1  q.  Having 
therefore ,  brethren ,  boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  holt  eft  of 
alU  by  the  blood  of  Jfus,  let  us  draw  near.  Not  thy 
holinefs  of  heart,  brokennefs,  humility,  or  any 
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other  grace  of  the  Spirit  in  thee,  gives  acceptance 
to  thy  perfon,  or  entrance  to  thy  prayers ;  but  the 
blood  of  Chrift  thy  fecurity,  which  is  fprinkled  on 
thee.  It  is  Chrift’s  blood,  the  holy  one  of  God  ; 
and  covenant-blood,  fhed  at  the  Father’s  own  ap¬ 
pointment,  and  in  obedience  to  his  will.  It  is 
blood  therefore,  which  fpeaks  in  heaven,  where 
the  caufe  is  heard  *,  blood  which  cries  for  non-con¬ 
demnation  to  all  thofe  on  whom  it  is  fprinkled. 
It  is  Dr.  Goodwin' s  obfervation  upon  the  palTage ; 
“  Abel' s  blood  cried  for  vengeance  to  come  down 
“  from  heaven  •,  but  Chrift’s  blood  cries  us  up 
ec  into  heaven  ;  like  unto  that  voice,  Rev.  xi.  12. 
“  Come  up  hither  ■,  where  I  am,  let  them  be,  for 
“  whom  this  blood  was  died.” — Sirs,  why  ihould 
God  be  a  terror  to  us  in  our  lolemn  tranfaftions 
with  him,  as  judge  of  all  •,  when  we  fee  in  the  midfi 
cf  the  throne  a  lamb ,  as  it  had  been Jlain ,  Rev.  v.  6. 
Converfe  with  God  as  judge  of  all,  is  kept  up  by- 
continued  actings  of  our  faith  on  the  blood  of 
fprinkling. 

One  word  to  the  finner,  concludes  at  prefent. 

Use.  H  ft  thou  no  converfe  with  God  the  judge 
of  all  now  ?  But  thou  muft  hereafter.  The  mid¬ 
night  cry  is  coming  on,  and  it  cometh  as  a  thief, 
often  without  the  leaf!;  notice.  Oh  it  is  dreadful 
to  die  Chiiftlefs,  fuch  cannot  but  die  hopelefs  •,  all 
that  fuch  can  expefl  to  hear  from  God,  when  upon 
his  feat  of  judgment,  is  to  pronounce  that  fentence 
of  his  holy  law,  which  is  againft  them  now.  De¬ 
part. ,  ye  curfed.  There  is  no  looking  at  death  and 
judgment  with  comfort,  but  in  the  Mediator’s 
righteoufnefs. 

But  I  add  no  more. 
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SERMON  VIII. 

i  »B  . . »  ■■  ■■ — ■  .  ■  ■  ■■■, 

*  ,  * 

Heb.  xii.  23.  The  laft  claufe  but  one; 

And  to  God  the  Judge  of  all, 

WE  are  now  upon  the  third  general  head.  Un¬ 
der  which  three  things  were  propofed. 

I.  To  fhew  in  what  inftances  believers  have  thus 
converfe  with  God  the  judge  of  all. 

II.  By  what  means  it  is  promoted  and  maintained. 

III.  By  what  means  it  is  prevented  or  interrupted. 

The  firft  of  thefe  is  finifhed,  and  the  fecond  has 
been  entered  upon. 

By  what  methods  is  this  comfortable';  converfe 
which  believers  have  with  God  as  judge  of  all,  pro- 
moted  and  maintained. 

Anfwer.  Firft,  by  looking  often  to  the  everlaft- 
ing  fettlements,  and  grace  of  the  covenant. 

Secondly,  By  the  foul’s  daily  faith  on  theperfon 
of  Chrift. 

Thirdly,  By  earneft  endeavours  after  conformity 
to  God  in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs. 

Fourthly,  By  coming  often  to  the  blood  of  fprink- 
ling.  We  now  proceed. 

Fifthly,  This  comfortable  converfe  with  God  as 
judge  or  all,  is  promoted  by  the  believer’s  applica¬ 
tion  to  God  as  a  h  ather  in  Chrift;  Eph.  ii.  18.  Ehrough 
him  we  both  have  accefs  by  one fpirit  unto  the  Father. 

The  character  of  a  judge  is  awful,  but  the  relation 
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oi'  a  Father  is  fweet  and  endearing.  In  a  Father 
there  is  pitying  and  fparing  mercy.  I  will  fpare 
him ,  as  a  man  fparcth  bis  own  fon  that  fervetb  him , 
Mai.  iii.  17.  Here,  believer,  is  thy  mercy,  and  one 
great  foundation  of  thy  hope  in  folenin  tranfaftions 
with  God.  As  a  Father,  God  is  all  love,  and  grace, 
and  mercy,  in  Chrift;  the  throne  whereon  he  fits 
is  a  throne  of  ,  grace.  To  that  every  unealy,  diftant 
thought,  and  diftreffing  fear,  may  be  banifhed  from 
thine  heart.  Hence  Job  encourages  himfelf,  chap, 
xxiii.  6.  W ill  he  plead  againjt  me  with  his  great  power  ? 
vo ,  but  he  would  put  Jlrength  into  me.  Nothing  fo 
quickening,  fo  invigorating  to  a  beiieverin  his  wreft- 
lings  before  the  throne,  as  a  fenfe  of  interefl;  in  this 
fweet  and  near  relation  to  the  glorious  perlon  with 
whom  he  is  pleading.  O  let  not  the  consideration  of 
God  as  judge,  check  thy  confidence,  or  ftraitea 
thy  frame  righteous  judge,  and  righteous  Father 
agree  well  together ;  it  was  ChriiVs  plea  firft, 
John  vii.  25.  and  he  has  warranted  believers  to  ufe 
it  ever  after.  God's  righteoufnefs,  and  his  power 
are  thine;  for  thy  benefit  and  advantage,  as  well  as 
his  love  and  grace,  becaufe  he  judges  thee  as  in- 
tercfted  in  all  his  love,  as  having  a  right  and  title 
to  ail  his  grace- and  mercy,  through  the  furetifhip- 
righteoufnefs  of  his  dear Ton.  Believer!  in  all  thy 
converfe  with  God  as  a  judge,  approach  him  as  thy 
Father  in  Chrill.  The  triumphs  of  faith  begin  in 
God's  fatherly  relation  to  his  people. 

Sixthly,  This  comfortable  converfe  with  God  as 
judge  of  all,  is  promoted  and  maintained  by  direct 
a th  of  faith  on  the  promifes  of  the  covenant.  Such 
as  rcfpefl  pardon,  fandfification,  peace,  and  eternal 
redemption.  Of  thefe  you  read,  Heb.  viii.  10, 11,  12, 
This  is  the  covenant  that  I  will  make  with  the  houfe  of 
Jfrael ,  after  thofe  days ,  faith  the  Lord\  I  w  ll  put  my 
laws  into  their  minds ,  and  write  them  in  their  hearts  : 

and  I  will  be  to  them  a  God ,  and  th  y  j hall  be  to  me  a 

people. 
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people .  they  Jkall  not  teach  every  man  his  neigh¬ 

bour,  and  every  man  his  brother ,  faying ,  Know  the 
Lord :  for  all  fhall  know  me  from  the  leaf  to  the  great  eft. 
For  I  will  be  merciful  to  their  unright  eoufnefs ,  and  their 
fins  and  their  iniquities  will  I  remember  no  more.  A  be¬ 
liever’s  life  of  grace,  and  his  life  of  hope  too,  more 
generally  lie  in  the  a&ings  of  faith  than  in  the  fenle 
he  has  of  his  own  faith.  Therefore  peace  and  joy, 
even  when  the  foul  is  faid  to  be  filled  with  them, 
come  in  believing,  or  in  a  way  of  venturing,  red- 
ing  upon,  and  earnedly  pleading  of  the  promife, 
Rom.  xv.  13.  Now  the  God  of  hope  fill  you  with  all 
joy  and  peace  in  believing ,  that  ye  may  abound  in  hope 
through  the  power  of  the  holy  Ghoft .  Soul  !  thou  art 
much  troubled  about  thy  date  ;  at  a  lofs  ^s  to  thy 
faith  ;  puzzled  and  diftrefled  in  thy  approaches  to 
God  as  judge  of  all ;  thou  prayed,  attended  ordi¬ 
nances,  &c.  but  complained,  no  comfort  comes  in  : 
why  ?  becaufe  prefent  faith  is  wanting  in  the  free 
promifes  of  pardon  by  Chrid.  Thou  had  believed 
heretofore  and  had  comfort  :  believe  again  now. 
Venture,  as  a  guilty,  condemned  firmer,  upon  the 
promile  or  pardon  in  the  blood  of  Chrid  ;  fay, 
tc  Lord  I  believe  ;  this  Jefus  I  trud  \  this  free  grace 
“  I  fly  to  ;  I  plead,  Lord,  to  be  dealt  with  forever 
accoi d;ng  to  die  value  of  this  blood.  According 
“  to  the  riches  of  this  grace,  the  tenor  and  free  pro¬ 
mifes  of  this  covenant :  Lord,  it  is  thine  own  pro- 
“  mife,  thy  hand-writing.  I  come  not  only  that  thou 
“  fhouldd  judge,  but  judge  for  me  ;  and  lead  me  in 
“  the  way  everlafting.”  Brethren,  this  is  the  direft 
way  to  comfort ;  going  by  the  way  of  your  own 
graces,  faith,  experiences,  is  going  about;  nor  is 
mere  a  foul  that  knows  what  communion  with  hea¬ 
ven  means,  but  finds  this  courle  helpful,  when  all 
others  fail  him.  It  will  bring  prefent  fupport, 
flayed  nefs  and  peace,  when  aflurance  is  wanting: 
La.  xx  vi.  3.  LThcu  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace  whoje 
mind  is  fayed  on  thee ,  becaufe  he  trufteth  in  thee . 

G  3  Thefe 
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Thefe  are  feme  of  the  tried  ways  and  methods,  by 
which  comfortable  converfe  with  God  as  judge  of  all 
is  promoted  and  maintained  in  the  life  of  a  chriftian. 

I  mull  add  one  thing  more,  which  though  it  is 
not  peculiar  to  that  converfe  which  believers  have 
with  God  as  judge,  yet  it  is  fo  fundamental  to  all 
communion  and  converfe  between  God  and  us,  that 
it  cannot  be  omitted.  Therefore,  * 

Seventhly,  A  daily  application  to  the  Spirit,  as 
the  glorifier  of  the  Father  and  of  Chrift,  All  the 
glory  of  the  Father’s  provifion  for  loft  finners  in  the 
perfon  and  blood  of  Chrift,  and  in  the  grace  of  the 
covenant,  depends  upon  the  Spirit’s  revelation  of  it 
to  and  in  the  foul,  Gal.  i.  15,  16.  It  is  his  work  as 
well  to  convince  of  fin  as  of  righteoufnefs,7^  xvi.  8. 
In  the  one,  he  fets  forth  the  glorious  majefty,  and 
awful  ftrictnefs  of  God  as  a  Judge.  In  the  other,  he 
difplays  the  kindnefs  and  love  of  God  as  a  Saviour. 
In  the  glafs  of  the  law,  finners  fee  the  hand-writing 
of  their  condemnation  :  In  the  glafs  of  the  gofpel, 
which  the  fame  Spirit  prefents,  the  fentence  of  free 
jollification  into  life  ;  for  therein  is  the  righteoufnefs 
of  God  revealed  from  faith  to  faith,  Rom.  i.  17.  All 
that  accefs,  entrance,  acceptation  believers  have  in 
Chrift,  with  God,  as  Father  and  Judge,  wherein 
the  very  life  of  communion  lies,  is  it  not  by  the  Spi¬ 
rit  ?  And  th'e  Lord  dire 51  your  hearts  into  the  love  of 
God ,  and  into  the  patient  waiting  for  Chrift ,  2  ThefT. 
iii.  5.  As  much  as  we  Teem  to  know  the  way  to  the 
-throne,  the  everlafting  unchanging  love  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  we  never  come  really  and  truly,  fo  as  to  par¬ 
take  of  his  love  and  grace,  and  delight  ourfelves  in 
it,  but  by  the  help  of  this  ourblefted  director  and 
guide.  Not  a  pxomife  we  plead  but  it  is  of  his  fhew- 
ing,  John  xv i.  14.  Not  an  argument  we  ufe  but  it 
is  of  his  framing,  Rom .  viii.  6.  Not  a  grace  weaft^ 
but  it  is  of  his  quickening  and  exciting,  Cant.  iv.  16. 
we  cannot  fo  much  as  feel  our  own  wants,  without 

the  Spirit’s  eternal  agency  and  operation.  We 

know 
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know  not  what  to  pray  for  as  we  ought.  “  Wer* 
“  all  the  men  in  the  world,  fays  Dr.  Owen ,  to  lay 
“  their  heads  together,  to  compofe  one  prayer  fur 
“  the  life  of  any  one  faint,  but  for  one  day,  they 
“  could  not  do  it,  fo  as  that  it  Ihould  anfwer  all  his 
“  wants  and  neceffities.”  It  is  the  alone,  proper 
work  of  the  Spirit.  He  fearches  our  heaits  who 
knows  .God’s,  brings  the  precept  and  the  promife 
together,  Ihews  both  what  the  dotftrine  of  God’s 
covenant  and  Chrift’s  righteoufnefs  is ;  and  what 
is  the  application  ?  O  he  brings  God’s  Chrift  and 
the  believer’s  heart  together,  and  does  more  to  thy 
fettlement,  peace,  comfort  and  joy,  in  one  moment, 
than  by  all  thy  endeavours,  prayers,  tears,  marks 
and  evidences  of  grace,  thou  art  ever  able  to  arrive 
at  through  all  thy  life.  When  therefoie  thou  art 
meditating  with  thyfelf,  how  can  man  be  juft  with 
God  •,  how  (hall  a  finner  that  is  ever  flipping  and  go¬ 
ing  aftray  from  the  way  of  his  ftatutes,  maintain  fel- 
lowlhip  and  comfortable  converfe  with  God  the 
judge  of  all  ?  add  this,  as  what  can  put  an  efficacy 
into  all  other  rules.  Be  fure  that  you  apply  to  God 
the  Spirit,  as  the  glorifier  both  of  the  Father  and 
Chrift.  It  is  through  Chrift  we  have  an  accefs,  as  the 
meritorious  and  procuring  caufe  of  our  feliowfKip, 
and  by  the  Spirit  as  the  efficient  caufe. — Eph.  ii.  18. 

Thus  concerning  thofe  methods  whereby  a  be¬ 
liever’s  comfortable  converfe  with  God  as  a  judge  is 
promoted  and  maintained.  I  am  now  to  fhew., 

III.  By  what  means  this  comfortable  converfe  with 
God  as  judge  of  all,  is  prevented  and  interrupted. 

I  anfwer, 

Firft,  This  comfortable  converfe  with  God  is 
greatly  obftrufted,  when  it  is  apprehended  that  only 
th&  benefits  and  effedts  of  Chrift’s  righteoufnefs  are 
communicated  to  believers,  and  not  the  very  righte- 
oufnefs  itfelf. 

The  life  of  all  comfort  lies  in  this ;  that  a  righte¬ 
oufnefs  is  wrought  out  in  obedience  to  that  law,  by 

G  4  which 
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whio  man  is  condemned  •,  a  righteoufnefs  which 
every  way  anfwers  all  its  demands,  and  fully  fatif- 
fies  the  offended,  injured,  juftice  of  God  ;  and  that 
this  righteoufnefs  is  to  and  upon  all  that  believe, 
as  the  very  righteoufnefs  in  which  their -perfons 
ffand  juftilied  before  God.  So  Paul  counted,  when 
ne  throws  away  ah  righteoufnefs  of  his  own,  that  he 
might  w  n  Cnrft  and  be  found  in  him ,  Phil.  ii  i.  9, 
it  is  an  error  deftruftive  to  all  peace  and  comfort  in 
the  way  eft  a  Tinner's  dealing  with  God  as  a  judge, 
that  he  has  indeed  feme  benefit,  fome  advantage 
by  Ch rift’s  righteoufnefs  5  but  that  he  muff  not  truft 
to  that  only  for  gofpel  juftification  and  right  to  life. 
Tnis  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  fay  fome,  is  the  pro¬ 
curing  caufe  of  our  juftification,  but  not  in  itfelf 
our  jollifying  righteoufnefs ;  for  the  fake  of  it,  God 
accepts  faith,  repentance,  and  fincere  obedience,  as 
performed  by  the  creature  5  and  fo  beftows  pardon, 
grace  ard  favour,  and  in  the  end  eternal  life.  Thefe 
are  the  benefits,  fruits  and  effects  of  this  righteouf¬ 
nefs  of  Chrift;  but  that  Chrift’s  righteoufnefs  itfelf 
is  imputed  to  the  finner,  is  what  they  deny.  But 
zve  have  not ,  I  truft,  fo  learned  Chrift.  O  Sirs  ! 
God  has  conftituted  Chrift  a  whole  Saviour,  beware 
how  you  make  him  a  half  one.  I  will ,  fays  the 
blefie  i  Pfalmift,  make  mention  of  thy  righteoufnefs, 
of  thine  on’y,  Pfai.  Ixxi.  1 6.  Look  to  the  righteouf¬ 
nefs  of  Chrift,  not  barely  as  procuring  favour  to 
thy  own  obelier.ee  and  defective  performances; 

,  (will  this  give  comfort  in  an  hour  of  temptation 
and  ciarkne's,  or  afford  boldnefs  in  the  greac  de- 
cifive  day  ?  but  fee  it,  (fou!)  plead  it,  and  rely  on 
it,  as  that  very  righteoufnefs  wherein  thy  guilty 
foul  hands  accepted  before  God,  here  and  hereafter. 
There  is  no  comfortable  converfe  with  God  as  a 
judge  in  any  other  way. 

Secondly,  This  comfortable  converfe  is  inter¬ 
rupt'd,  by  (uppoling  that  the  great  God  has  put  all 
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his  creatures,  believers  as  well  as  others,  into  a  ftate 
of  probation,  or  trial ;  and  that  a  man  cannot  be 
fully  perfuaded  of  the  fafety  of  his  ftate,  till  the  day 
of  his  death.* — It  is  true,  that  God  is  trying  the  fpirits 
of  men  by  the  preaching  of  his  word  ;  and  he  is  try¬ 
ing  the  graces  of  his  own  people,  by  affliftions,  temp¬ 
tations,  darknefs,  &c.  But  to  fay  that  God  deals  with 
men  under  the  difpenfation  of  the  covenant  of  grace, 
as  he  did  with  Adam  in  innocence,  waiting  to  fee  how 
man  will  improve  ordinances,  providences,  checks 
of  conlcience,  and  promifes  of  life  £0  be  obedient, 
&c.  it  is  to  make  God’s  grace  depend  upon  the  will 
of  man,  and  to  put  an  effectual  bar  in  the  way  of 
thofe  fpecial  faving  bleffings  which  Chnft  has  pur- 
chafed  by  h  s  death,  and  God  has  promifed  in  his 
covenant.  What  comfort  can  a  foul  have  in  conver- 
fing  with  God  as  a  judge,  if  there  be  always  a  fear 
and  dread,  left  he  fhould  remain  ftiil  under  the  fen- 
tence  of  condemnation?  if  his  peace  depends  upon 
his  own  frames,  graces,  and  imperfeft  obedience?  is 
any  part  of  his  obedience  foperfedtas  topafsthe  law’s 
cenfure  ?  can  it  be  offered  to  God  as  a  condition,  or 
procuring  term  of  his  favour  ?  Brethren  !  the  gofpel 
rather  calls  men  to  truft  than  to  trial.  It  opens  a 
way  of  prefent  accefs  to  God,  and  acceptance  with 
him,  through  the  faith  of  Chnft,  and  it  fpeaks  to  all 
that  fit  under  the  found  of  it,  by  way  of  invitation 
and  encouragement,  that  they  fly  for  refuge  to  lay 
hold  of  the  hope  let  before  them.  Such  as  are  in 
Chrift  are  pajfed from  condemnation ,  they  are  juftified, 
called,  and  faved  ;  it  is  not  a  tiling  deferred  till  the 
day  of  death  and  judgment.  And,  bleffed  be  God, 
fprne  have  faid  it,  and  can  yet  fay,  We  know  that 
we  are  pajfed  from  death  unto  life  :  God  bath  given  us 
an  underjtanding ,  that  we  may  know  him  that  is  true , 
and  we  are  in  him  that  is  true ,  1  John  v.  20.  This 
is  another  way  in  which  comfortable  converfe  is 
prevented* 

1  '  Thirdly 
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Thirdly,  Believers  comfortable  converfe  with  God 
is  further  prevented,  or  interrupted,  by  a  changing 
or  ftiifting  the  foundation  of  our  faith  and  hope! 
Some  that  have  begun  in  the  fpirit,  think  to  be 
made  perfeft  by  the  flelh,  Gal.  iii.  3.  they  let  out 
upon  a  free-grace- bottom,  but  afterwards  turn  into 
their  own  works  j  as  what  gave  them  boldnefs  be¬ 
fore,  and  recommended  them  toChrift,  whoferighte- 
oufnefsthey  (till  look  to  for  juftification.  But  free 
grace,  abfolute  promifes,  an  everlafting  covenant, 
and  a  perfeft  juftifying  righteoufnefs,  they  are  to 
be  always  lived  upon  and  improved.  What  gave 
life  to  thy  foul  in  dealing  with  God  at  firft,  muft 
give  life  ftill.  We  walk  by  faith,  the  fame  faith 
which  received  Chrift’s  righteoufnefs  pleads  it.  Thy 
own  works  were  renounced  by  thee  before  thou  hadft 
pardon  ;  fo  they  muft  ftill  before  thou  haft  comfort. 
Thou  cameft  to  Chrift,  guilty,  defiled,  unworthy  ; 
in  thyfelf  thou  art  no  more  worthy  now,  than  in 
the  firft  aftings  of  thy  faith,  when  thou  waft  in  thy 
very  blood :  See  then  that  in  every  duty  you  perform, 
every  fin  you  abftain  from,  every  grace  you  are  en¬ 
abled  to  aft,  that  by  all  thefe  you  are  eftablifhing 
no  righteoufnefs  of  your  own  ;  for  if  righteoufnefs 
were  by  the  law ,  then  Chrift  is  dead  in  vain.  Pure 
truft  is  the  way  to  prefent  comfort. 

Use  i.  Surely  a  believer’s  converfe  with  God 
'  muft  be  very  precious,  when  Satan  finds  out  fo 
many  ways  to  prevent  and  interrupt  it.  Were  it 
not  a  great  privilege  it  would  be  lefs  envied,  lefs 
obftrufted.  Chriftian  !  God’s  glory  depends  much 
upon  thy  comfortable  frames  and  clofe  walk  with 
him.  The  glory  of  his  law,  his  righteoufnefs,  grace, 
covenant,  falvation,  all  are  in  a  manner  loft,  when 
thou  art  carelefs  in  thy  frames  God-ward.  It  is  as 
much  againft  the  law  to  leek  righteoufnefs  by  any 
works  of  your  own,  as  it  is  againft  the  gofpel.  It 
is  faith  in  Chrift  which  eftablilhes  the  law,  becaufe 
<  ’  herein 
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herein  is  (hewn  the  righteoufnefs  of  God’s  nature, 
and  the  high  demands  of  an  holy  law.  God  fared 
-not  his  own  fon ,  not  to  relax ,  but  to  fulfil  the  law. 
To  merit  for  us,  not  to  put  us  in  a  way  to  merit  for 
ourfelves.  Be  very  chary  of  your  comfort,  and  of 
every  gofpel-dodtrine  that  tends  to  promote  it.  Take 
heed  to  the  things  you  have  heard ,  left  at  any  time  you 
let  them  flip. 

Use  2.  How  needful  is  a  dodlrinal  clearnefs  in 
the  bufmefs  of  a  Tinner’s  juftification  in  the  fight  of 
God  ?  Confufion  in  the  mind  and  judgment,  makes 
confufion  in  the  foul’s  comfort.  A  poor  creature 
cannot  but  be  wavering  and  reftlefs  in  matters  which 
concern  his  appearance  before  God,  and  tranfadting 
with  him,  who  is  doubtful  in  what  righteoufnefs  to 
come,  whether  Chrift’s  or  his  own:  who  knows  not 
the  perfection  and  excelling  worth  of  the  mediator’s 
righteoufnefs :  who  is  at  a  lofs  as  to  the  way  in  which 
it  becomes  his :  whether  this  righteoufnefs  changes 
as  his  frames  do  :  whether  it  may  be  loft,  and  he 
come  under  a  fentence  of  condemnation  again,  &c. 
Thefe  things  are  practical  truths,  though  laid  down 
under  dodtrinal  heads.  As  Mofes  faid  of  old,  they 
are  not  a  vain  thing,  for  they  are  thy  life,  Deut . 
xxxii.  4 6.  Upon  thefe  three  or  four  dadtrines  lies 
all  the  ftrefs  of  a  believer’s  faith  and  hope,  viz . 
^  That  there  is  but  one  rule  of  righteoufnefs  that 
is,  the  glorious  law  of  God  ;  not  two  rules,  one  de¬ 
manding  perfection,  the  other  requiring  only  fince- 
rity.  That  there  is  no  righteoufnefs  which  comes  up 
to  this  rule,  but  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  God- 
man  ;  his  righteoufnefs  more  efpecially  as  high  prieft 
or  furety  :  Chrift  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the 
law ,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us ,  Gal.  iii.  13.  That  the 
only  way  wherein  this  righteoufnefs  can  be  made  the 
Tinner’s,  is  by  God’s graciousimputation  oi  it  io  him. 
It  is  unto  and  upon  him  for  juftification  of  life.  That 
jt  can  be  received  no  otherwife  than  by  faith.  And 
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that  the  duty  of  a  Tinner  to  whom  this  righteoufnefs 
is  imputed,  and  by  whom  it  is  received,  is  to  crl0- 
rify  God  in  heart  and  life,  as  the  author  of  his  pre- 
fent,  and  eternal  falvation.  On  thefe  things ,  with 
refpedt  to  a  Tinner’s  acceis  to  God  and  walk  with 
him,  hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets . 

Use  3.  Though  dodtrinal  clearnefs  be  the  way 
to  comfort,  yet  comfort  cannot  be  enjoyed  unlefs 
there  be  an  experimental  acquaintance  with  thefe 
truths  in  the  heart-,  if  the  word  be  not  engrafted  in 
the  heart,  though  it  may  inform  the  judgment,  it 
cannot  fave  the  foul.  The  life  of  faith  lies  not  in 
the  notions  of  faith,  but  in  theaftings  of  faith,  and 
exercife  of  it  through  the  whole  converfation.  A 
foul  that  has  paffed  under  the  fentence  of  the  law, 
and  from  a  revelation  of  Chrift  and  his  righteouf¬ 
nefs,  has  ventured  and  refted  his  everlaff ing  all  upon 
him,  knows  more  of  jufcification  by  faith  and  com¬ 
munion  with  God  in  a  way  of  righteoufnefs,  than  all 
the  fchools  or  books  in  the  world  can  ever  teach 
him.  By  tracing  my  way  in  a  map  of  the  country 
I  am  to  go  through,  I  come  not  a  whit  nearer  my 
journey’s  end.  I  am  as  far  off,  as  if  1  knew  nothing 
about  it,  till  I  begin  actually  to  travel  the  road. 
Communion  comes  in  by  -walking  with  God,  not 
by  talking  of  him.  It  lies  in  converfe  with  God, 
not  converfation  about  him.  O  Sirs  !  fee  that  you 
reft  not  in  head-knowledge.  The  devils  know  more 
doctrinally  of  Chrift  and  his  righteoufnefs,  than  you 
do  but  practical,  experimental  knowledge,  they 
$re  eternal  ftrangers  to.  Look  inward  to  your  expe¬ 
rience  and  feeling,  when  you  are  talking  of  your 
knowledge.  The  witnefs  of  confcience  and  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  God  to  fuch  and  fuch  a  truth,  is  beyond  all  the 
arguments  of  men,  though  fcripture  arguments,  as 
|0  thy  comfortable  converfe  and  walk  with  God. 

But  fo  much  at  this  time. 

%  '  '•  •  SER* 
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SERMON  IX- 


He  e.  xii.  23.  The  lafl:  claufe  but  one. 
And  to  God  the  judge  of  all , 

THE  doctrinal  obfervation  from  thefe  words 
was  this. 

Doc.  It  is  the  great  privilege  of  believers  under 
the  golpel-ftate,  that  they  have  comfortable  con- 
verfe  with  God  as  judge  of  all. 

In  diicourfing  on  which  it  has  been  (hewn,  what 
a  folemn  thing  it  is,  even  for  believers  to  converfe 
with  God  the  judge  of  all :  How  fuch  an  awful, 
yetcomfortable  converfe  is  begun;  in  what  inftances, 
and  by  what  methods  it  is  maintained  and  promoted; 
and  confidered  in  three  particulars,  the  laif  opportu¬ 
nity  ;  how  this  fweet  and  comfortable  fellowihip  or 
converfe  with  God  is  prevented  or  interrupted, 
birft,  when  believers  look  no  further  to  the  righte- 
oufnefs  of  Chrift,  than  that  they  may  have  fome  be¬ 
nefit  by  it ;  not  confidering  that  it  is  the  very  righ- 
teoufnefs,  wherein  their  perfons  and  graces  ft^nd 
everlaftingly  accepted.  Secondly,  When  it  is  fup- 
pofed  that  God  has  put  men  under  the  new  covenant, 
into  a  ftate  of  probation  and  trial,  as  Adir/i  was  un¬ 
der  the  old  covenant,  and  that  full  juftification  can¬ 
not  be  had  till  the  day  of  one’s  death.  Thirdly,  It  is 
greatly  obltrudted,  by  changing  or  iliifting  founda¬ 
tions.  Many,  with  the  Galatians,  begin  in  the  fpirit, 
but  feek  to  be  made  perfect  by  the  flelh  :  Set  out  up¬ 
on 
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on  free  grace  principles  at  firft,  and  go  about  to 
eftablifh  their  own  righteoufnefs,  in  point  of  con- 
verfe  with  God  afterwards.— -We  go  on.  There  are 
three  other  miftakes,  which  believers  eafily  fall  into, 
whereby  their  comfortable  converfe  with  God  as 
judge  of  all,  is  greatly  interrupted. 

firft,  When  the  fentence  of  God,  pafifed  upon 
them  in  their  juftification,  is  made  a  variable  and 
partial  thing.  He  that  is  juftified,  is  juftified from  all 
things ,  Ads  xiii.  38.  If  any  guilt  be  left  upon  the 
finner,  he  is  undone  ;  for  he  is  not  delivered  from 
the  law’s  curfe.  But  all  that  fin  and  guilt  which 
was  born  by  thy  furety,  God,  as  a  righteous  judge, 
remits  unto  thee:  And  what  fin  and  guilt  of  thine 
was  it,  which  God  laid  upon  Chrift;  If  a.  liii.  6.  All 
thine  iniquities,  and  all  thy  tranfgrejfions,  in  all  thy  fins , 
Lev.  xvi.  21.  Not  a  fingle  omifllon  to  the  end  of 
life,  not  any  one  infirmity  attending  thy  duties,  was 
left  out  of  the  number.  Chrift’s  furetifhip- righteouf¬ 
nefs,  and  God’s  ad  of  juftification,  extended  equally 
alike  to  all  fins ;  it  is  upon  this  account  there  is  no 
place  left  for  condemnation,  Rom .  viii.  1.  And  be¬ 
lievers  by  faith  in  Chrift,  being  brought  into  a  ftate 
of  pardon,  God  does  not  as  a  judge  acquit  and  abfolve 
them  to  day,  and  condemn  and  curfe  them  to  mor¬ 
row.  He  that  is  juftified  once,  is  juftified  always. 
There  is  a  perpetual  worthinefs  in  that  righteoufnefs 
which  believers  plead,  and  in  which  they  ftand  •,  al¬ 
though  in  their  own  perfon  and  duties  there  are  ma¬ 
nifold,  and,  as  they  apprehend,  growing  imperfedi- 
ons.  Where  righteoufnefs  is  once  imputed,  fin  dial l 
never  more  be  marked,  u  e.  God  will  not,  as  a  judge, 
enter  into  judgment  with  us  for  it.  How  elfe  does 
he  ad  in  faithfulnefs  to  Chrift  our  furety,  who  was 
delivered  for  our  offences ,  and  raifed  again  for  our  fuff 
tification?  Rom.  iv.  25.  A  foul  muft  be  feparated 
from  Chrift,  or  he  cannot  be  feparated  from  the  love 
of  God  that  is  in  him .  Rom.  viii.  39.  This  love  may 
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be  tried,  but  it  can  neither  be  loft  nor  changed,  be* 
caufe  Jefus  Chrift,  and  his  righteoufnefs,  are  the  fame 
yefterday ,  to  day ,  and  for  ever.  Media h  was  cut  off, 
to  finifh  the  tranfgrejfion ,  and  to  make  an  end  of  fins ,  and 
to  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and  to  bring  in  ever - 
lajting  righteoufnefs ,  Dan.  ix.  24.  Believers  frames 
may  vary  •,  fometimes  ftraitned  in  duty,  fometimes 
enlarged  ;  fometimes  it  is  light  in  the  foul,  fome¬ 
times  darknefs.  But  variable  as  thy  frames  are,  the 
ground  of  thy  comfort  abides  ever  the  fame.  Senfe 
of  pardon  may  be  loft,  but  our  gracious  and  cove¬ 
nant  God  never  makes  void  the  title.  God’s  falva- 
tion  is  one  thing,  the  joys  of  this  falvation  quite 
another;  therefore  David  prays,  Pfal.  ii.  12.  Re- 
Jiore  unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  falvation ,  and  uphold  me 
with  thy  free  fpirit.  Liberty,  as  to  a  believer’s  ftate, 
is  well  confident  with  bondage  in  his  frame  :  We 
read  of  fome,  who  through  fear  of  death ,  were  all 
their  life-time  fubjeSl  to  bondage ,  Heb.  ii.  14.  Yet 
they  are  called  children,  for  whofe  fake  Chrift  took 
part  of  flefh  and  blood.  Neverthelefs,  under  frefh 
guilt  contracted  there  mull  be  faith  aCted  afrefii  in 
God’s  promifes,  and  the  Mediator’s  righteoufnefs, 
for  the  application  of  this  pardon.  What  is  done 
in  heaven,  will  not  fatisfy  or  quiet  the  foul,  unlefs 
it  be  aCled  over  again  in  the  fanner’s  confcience. 
There  is  no  living  upon  thofe  promifes,  in  which 
there  is  no  vifible  intereft.  Do  not  think  juftifica- 
tion  is  a  difeontinued,  and  partial  thing. 

Secondly,  Comfortable  converfe  with  God  as 
judge  of  all,  is  much  interrupted,  by  putting  the 
graces  and  comforts  of  the  Spirit  in  the  room  of 
Chrift,  and  the  aftings  of  our  faith  on  him.  It  was 
truly  faid  by  holy  Mr.  Rutherford ,  that  “  deadnefs  to 
“  good  and  gracious  works,  and  lively  aftivicy  in  the 
“  performance  of  them,  feldom  meet  together.” 
Faith  is  the  nobleft  of  all  graces,  becaufe  it  empties 
the  foul  of  all  felf-dependencies,  and  fixes  it  on 
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Chrift,  in  whom  is  all  righteoufnefs,  grace,  accep¬ 
tation,  and  fulnefs.  It  is  called  precious  faith,  2  Pet, 
i.  1.  eminently  on  this  confideration,  that  it  leads 
the  finner  in  all  his  guilt,  fears,  temptations,  trials j 
duties,  to  precious,  all-fufRcient  Jefus.  It  enriches 
■  us  not,  at  any  time,  otherwife,  than  as  a  veftel  which 
holds  the  treafure.  Be  it  grace,  life,  ftrength,  com¬ 
fort,  peace,  or  joy,  which  thou  findeft  at  any  time  in 
believing,  faith  derives  them  all  from  Chrift.  What, 
if  thou  canft  not  fee  Chrift  to  be  thine,  canft  thou 
truft  him  ?  If  thou  canft  not  rejoice  in  Chrift  ;  canft: 
thou  mourn  after  him  ?  He  appears  in  thine  eyes  the 
chief  amongft  ten  thoufand,  and  altogether  lovely, 
and  thou  ventureft  thine  all ,  for  time  and  eternity, 
upon  this  fuitable,  glorious,  and  all-fufficient  Savi¬ 
our.  Why  here  is  the  objedl  of  faith,  and  here  are 
the  adftings  of  faith:  And  let  me  tell  thee,  foul!  God 
is  better  pleafed,  and  more  honoured  by  fuch  an 
humble,  emptied,  depending,  though  forrowful 
frame,  than  he  would  be  with  thy  choiceft  comforts, 
and  the  fweeteft  exercife  of  every  grace,  wert  thou 
in  the  aftings  of  thefe  graces  to  be  forgetful  of  the 
Mediator’s  righteoufnefs  :  There  is  no  ftedfaftnefs 
in  frames,  nor  worthinefs  in  inherent  righteoufnefs; 
thefe  are  not  to  be  pleaded  before  the  throne;  Chrijl 
is  all,  and  in  all.  For  this  reafon  is  the  church’s 
frame  commended,  that  fhe  came  up  from  the  wil- 
dernefs,  leaning  on  her  beloved.  Cant.  viii.  5.  There 
cannot  be  a  furer  method  taken  to  prevent,  or  in¬ 
terrupt  the  foul’s  comfortable  converfe  with  God  as 
a  judge,  than  by  magnifying  the  fruits  of  faith  above 
the  objeft;  fetting  up  grace  and  comfort  above 
Chrift,  and  pure  faith  in  him.  Once  more, 

Thirdly,  This  converfe  with  God  as  a  judge,  is  by 
nothing  more  interrupted,  than  by  a  carelefs  and 
lc  ofe  walk ;  where  there  is  little  or  no  refpeift  to 
God’s  commandments,  there  will  be  a  dread  of  his 

prefence-  The  eompleatnefs  and  eternal  accepta- 
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tion  which  there  is  in  Chrid’s  righteoufnefs,  and  all 
the  aboundings  of  the  Father’s  grace  in  him,  will 
give  no  comfort  in  dealing  with  God  as  a  righteous 
and  drift  judges  while  a  foul  is  confcious  of  indulged 
fins.  In  the  greateft  privacy,  fin  brings  fhame.  Let 
us  draw  near  with  a  true  heart ,  in  full  affurar.ee  of 
faith,  Heb.  x.  22.  Sincerity  is  neither  our  legal 
righteoufnefs,  nor  our  gofpel-perfeftion ;  but  it  is 
a  good  inward  evidence  of  intereft  in  that  righteouf¬ 
nefs  of  Chrift,  which  is  both,  i  John  iii.  21.  Beloved, 
if  our  heart  condemn  us  not,  then  have  we  confidence  to - 
wards  God.  The  truth  of  faith  mud  be  judged  of  by 
the  fruits  of  faith  5  thefe  appear  in  all goodnefs,  and 
righteoufnefs,  and  truth ,  Eph.  v.  g.  Communion 
with  God,  if  there  is  not  an  aim  at  conformity  to 
him,  is  but  a  delufion,  which  will  one  day  fwallow; 
tip  the  foul  in  everlading  horror  and  defpair.  Bleffei 
are  they  that  do  his  commandments,  that  they  may  have 
right  to  the  tree  of  life ,  and  may  enter  in  through  the 
gates  into  the  city ,  Rev*  xxii.  14.  Dod  thou  keep  a 
knee  for  Baal,  or  a  bow  for  Rimmon?  ,is  there  al¬ 
lowed  guile  in  thy  heart,  as  to  this  or  the  other 
pleafurable  or  gainful  fin?  Confidence  condemns 
thee  now  j  and  if  cur  heart  condemn  us,  God  is  greater 
than  our  hearts ,  and  kneweth  all  things.  Many  a  poor 
believer  knows  it  to  his  cod,  when  he  has  ventured 
to  go  out  of  God’s  way,  chat  he  has  dood  trembling, 
as  on  the  brink  of  the  grave,  when  approaching  hts 
throne,  and  has  fcarce  dared  to  pray  for  his  free 
Spirit.  Freedom  through  Chrid,  with  God  thv 
judge,  can  never  ftand  with  liberty  to  any  fin. 

Thus  concerning  thofe  ways  and  methods  by 
which  convene  with  God  is  maintained,  and  by 
\  ^  mean  allia  Jt  is  prevented  or  interrupted; 

This  leads  to  the  tourih  general  head  laid  down : 

IV.  To  fhew  what  a  bleffed  privilege  fuch  a  com- 
fostaole  converfe  is,  in  the  whole  of  believers 
courfe  heaven-wards.  Wherein  the  privilege 
bf  fuch  a  converfe  does  confid,- 

H  Tt 


ir . 


. 


. 


1 14  God  the  Judge  cf  all .  Ser.  IX. 

Ye  are  not  come  unto  the  mount  that  might  he 
touched ,  and  that  burned  with  fire ,  nor  unto  blacknefs , 
and  darknefs,  and  tempefi  ;  hut  ye  are  come  unto  mount 
'Zion,  and  unto  the  city  cf  the  living  God ,  the  heavenly 
ferufalem  \  and  to  an  innumerable  company  of  angels ; 
and  to  God  the  judge  of  all.  Such  a  converfeis  a  bief- 
fing  which  can  never  be  enough  prized  :  For, 

Firft,  This  bleffed.conveiTe  makes  all  ocher  com¬ 
forts  biddings.  Sinner  !  whatever  thou  poffeffeft, 
thou  pofiefkft  it  under  the  curie,  unlefs  God  is  thy 
friend  and  portion  in  (Thrift  Jefus.  All  things  are 
ours  upon  no  other  ground  or  tenure,  than  that  we 
are  (Thrift’s,  1  Cor.  iii.  22.  There  is  a  fatal  fting, 
not  only  in  the  vanities  and  finful  pleafures  of  youth, 
but  even  in  the  neceffary  comforts  and  enjoyments 
of  life  :  Eecieft  xi.  9.  For  all  thefe  things ,  God  will 
bring  thee  into  judgment.  Mult  1  leave  all  thefe  com¬ 
forts,  hufband  or  wife,  children,  trade,  honour, 
inheritance  *,  and  lie  down  in  the  grave,  and  wake 
Jn  hell  !  It  is  an  awful  thought :  Felix  himfelf  trem¬ 
bled,  when  Paul  preffed  it  home  upon  his  confcienee, 
God  giving  power  and  efficacy  to  the  word,  Affsxxw. 
25.  Ah!  Sirs,  there  are  many  that  tremble  at  the 
tho  ght  of  judgment  ;  who  yet  put  off  the  day  of 
judgment  :  But  why  fhould  you,  when  the  dodrine 
you  have  heard,  gives  you  lo  fweet  a  view  of  the 
great  judge  of  quick  and  dead  ?  God  is  a  Father,  a 
Friend  in  (Thrift.  Once  in  (Thrift,  and  fafe  for  ever. 
Every  thing  is  a  bleffmg,  and  comes  as  fuch,  when 
fin  is  pardoned,  and  intereft  is  given  in  the  blood 
of  fprinkling.  4C  All  this,  and  heaven  at  laft  !” 
may  the  believer  Iffy Thanks  be  unto  God  for  his 
nnfj  eakable  gift. 

Secondly,  This  comfortable  converfe  which  be¬ 
lievers  have  with  God,  fvveetens  all  their  afflictions 
and  erodes.  No  trial  befals  thee,  but  it  was  put 
into  the  covenant.  It  comes  from  the  hand  of 
God  as  a  reconciled  Father,  for  thy  profit  and  purg¬ 
ing  ;  not  from  his  hand  as  a  fin-revenging  judge. 
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for  thy  punifhment.  Under  every  changing  dif- 
penfation,  thou  mayft  fing  of  mercy  and  judg¬ 
ment  :  What  is  a  terror  to  others,  is  a  fong  of 
praife,  and  matter  of  rejoicing  to  thee.  1  wilt  praife 
thee ,  0  Lord ;  though  thou  waft  angry  with  me ,  thine 
anger  is  turned  a  way ,  and  thou  comf  irtedji  me ,  I  fa .  x  i  i .  1  * 

It  is  eafy  to  kifs  the  rod,  when  thou  art  perfwaded 
to  come  in  love.  There  is  no  wrath  in  the  cup  of 
affliction,  be  it  ever  fo  bitter.  Chrift  was  made 
thy  curfe,  that  thou  through  him  mighteft  ever- 
laftingly  inherit  the  bleffing.  Thy  ftirety  has  drained 
the  curfe  and  wrath  of  an  angry  God,  and  inftead 
thereof  hath  put  into  thine  hand  the  cup  of  falvation, 
Pfal.  cxvi.  15.  Sweetly  and  comfortably  may  be¬ 
lievers  talk  with  God  of  his  judgments,  when  they 
are  perfwaded  from  his  covenant,  and  promife,  and 
oath  to  their  Chrift  and  them,  that  whatever  befals 
them,  it  comes  in  mercy. 

Thirdly,  This  comfortable  converfe  with  Gcd, 
makes  duties  and  ordinances  fweet ;  why  fhould 
there  be  terror  and  fear,  where  there  is  no  enmity, 
no  diftance  ?  True,  the  law  admits  of  no  approach 
to  God,  becaufe  it  in  lifts  upon  perfedl,  perfonal 
obedience;  but  the  grace  of  God's  covenant,  and 
the  righteoufnefs  of  his  Son,  lay  all  things  open  to 
the  believing  foul.  This  is  an  hope  by  which  we  • 
d^aw  nigh  to  God ,  Heb.  vii.  19.  It  is  fpoken  of  that 
nearnefs  which  is  granted  in  all  gofpel-ordinances* 
Thou  mayft  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace, 
becaufe  the  great  high  prieft  of  thy  profeffion  lives 
to  make  thee  welcome  :  Thy  judge  has  received  a 
full  fatisfaCtion  for  all  thy  fins,  and  is  become  a  fa¬ 
ther,  a  f  iend,  through  the  blood  of  Chrift,  Would 
prayer,  and  all  other  holy  ordinances  be  dreaded,  had 
we  right  notions,  I  fhould  fay,  had  we  prefent  fenfe 
of  our  feliowfhip  with  God,  as  judge  of  all  ? 

Fourthly,  This  comfortable  converfe  with  .God 
makes  all  reproaches  we  receive  from  men  fit  eafy 
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upon  us ;  Pfa!.  xxxi.  14,15.  1  trujl  in  thee ,  0  Lord\ 

I  [aid)  thou  art  my  God ;  my  times  are  in  thine  hand . 
Here  is  the  godly  man’s  refuge  in  all  times  of  un¬ 
juft  judgment  from  the  finful  world.  God  who 
has  juftified  thy  perfon,  will  plead  thy  caufe.  An 
appeal  to  the  court  above  is  ever  heard.  It  is  God 
that  jujiijieth ;  who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  Rom.  viii. 
33,  34.  Soul!  can  ft  thou  ftand  before  God  ?  Be 
not  afraid  of  the  fentence  of  man.  Commit  thy  way 
unto  the  Lord ,  trujl  alfo  in  him  -,—and  he  fhall  bring 
forth  thy  righteoitfnefs  as  the  light  ;  and  thy  judgment 
as  the  noon-day .  Pfal.  xxxvii.  5,  6. 

Fifthly,  This  comfortable  converfe  with  God, 
fecures  againft  the  threats,  the  wiles,  and  hellifh  de- 
iigns  of  Satan.  The  prince  of  this  world  is  judged  : 
Whatever  he  does  againft  thee  (believer !)  thy  com¬ 
fort  or  falvation,  it  is  by  permiffion  from  thy  God, 
thy  judge,  thy  Father:  He  muft  afk  leave  befoie 
he  fmites  Job ,  or  fifts  Peter.  When  thy  God  checks 
him,  he  muft  leave  off  his  purfuit  and  depart.  This 
God,  to  whom  thou  eomeft  with  fuch  freedom  of  ac- 
cefs,  is  judge  of  men  and  devils;  and  he  has  judged 
for  thee  beforehand  in  his  eternal  counfels ;  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  eternal  plan,  all  his  adtual  difpenfa- 
tions  are  meafured.  Not  a  wile  or  ftratagem  of  Sa¬ 
tan’s  but  it  is  put  down  in  God’s  covenant,  with 
the  grace  thou  needed  at  fuch  a  feafon,  and  alio  the 
blefftd  iffue  of  it.  His  fiery  darts  may  pierce,  but 
they  fnall  not  flick  in  thy  heart ;  envenomed  they 
are,  but  thy  God,  thy  judge,  will  not  fuher  them 
to  poifon  thee  :  I  hy  Jeius  is  above,  who  is  touched 
with  the  feeling  of  thy  infirmities  ;  fcr  that  thou  may  ft 
come  boldly  with  all  thy  temptations  and  fears,  and 
leave  all  to  the  cognizance  and  wife  direction  ot  God 
the  judge  of  all.  Once  more. 

Sixthly,  This  comfortable  converfe  with  Goa 
makes  death  and  judgment  without  terror.  Doth 

the  law  acquit  thee  now  ?  k  will  never  condemn 
*  thee 
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thee  then.  A  ferpent  without  a  fling  may  affright, 
but  it  cannot  injure.  When  thou  puttcft  off  thy 
earthly  tabernacle,  thou  art  going  to  thy  Judge  and 
thy  Father:  To  thy  judge,  not  to  hear  a  fentence 
of  condemnation  againft  thee,  but  to  receive  thy 
crown  and  kingdom.  Thy  caufe  hath  been  tried 
here;  the  law  hath  difcharged  thee,  juftice  hath 
difcharged  thee  ;  and  will  God  falfify  his  own  word, 
or  make  void  his  Son’s  righteoufnefs  ?  When  be- 
Jieversdie  to  time,  they  are  immediately  with  Chrift  ; 
This  day  floalt  thou  he  with  me  inparadife ,  Luke  xxiii. 
43.  Sirs !  you  die  in  his  arms,  your  departed  fpirits 
committed  to  him,  he  prefents  to  the  Father.  This 
took  away  all  Paul's  fears,  and  winged  his  defires, 

2  Tim.  i.  12. — I  know  whom  I  have  believed,  and  am 
p  erf  waded,  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have 
committed  to  him  againfl  that  day .  And  chap.  iv.  6, 

I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of  my  depar¬ 
ture  is  at  hand .  Henceforth  there  is  a  crown  of  right  e- 
cufnefs  laid  up  for  me,  which  the  Lord ,  the  righteous 
judge ,  fljall  give  me  at  that  day.  Death  and  judgment 
are  no  terror  to  the  believer  in  Chrift ;  when  the 
perfon  and  righteoufnefs  of  the  Mediator  are  before 
him.  He  knows  already  his  bleffed  fentence,  and  ' 
the  fecurity  his  Jefus  has  given  him;  and  he  (hall 
not  be  deceived.  Rev.  i.  17,  18.  Fear  not ,  I  am 
the  firjl  and  the  laft :  I  am  he  that  liveth  and  was 
dead ;  and  behold,  I  am  alive  for  evermore.  Amen ; 
And  have  the  keys  of  hell  and  death. 

Thus  concerning  the  privileges  of  this  comfort¬ 
able  converfe  with  God,  as  judge  of  ail.  I  (hall 
now  conclude  the  fubjeCt  with, 

1.  A  few  directions  to  them  that  are  in  fo  happy 
a  cafe. 

2.  Two  or  three  words  to  ungodly  finners, 

Firft,  A  few  directions. 

Dir.  i.  Live  more  upon  the  purpofes  and  cove- 

*  ^  al  ation  is  not  a  thing  of  yel'- 

H  .3  terday ; 
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terdav ;  your  Jefus  is  a  lambjlain  from  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  world-,  and  your  fentence  of  juftification 
was  as  early  determined  and  afcertained  in  this  your 
glorious  and  appointed  furety.  2  Tim.  i.  9.  fVho 
hath  faved  us,  and  called  us  with  an  holy  calling  ;  not 
according  to  our  works ,  but  according  to  his  own  pur- 
pofe  and  grace,  which  was  given  us  in  Chrift,  before 
the  world  began.  Be  converfant  with  that  grace 
which  was  intruded  with  Chrift  for  you,  before  all 
worlds  were. 

Dir.  2.  Be  much  in  the  aftings  of  your  faith, 
upon  the  Mediator’s  perfon  and  righteoufnefs.  This, 
is  the  way  to  confirm  your  title  (as  to  the  fenfe  or 
it  in  yourfelves)  and  increafe  your  comfort.  Come 
to  the  blood  of  fprinkling  ;  when  you  cannot  fee  it  to 
be  blood  fprinkled  upon  you.  A  believer’s  life  is 
a  life  of  truft  ;  it  lies  more  in  bonds  and  promifes, 
than  in  prefent  enjoyments.  In  one  word,  it  is  in 
Chrift,  not  in  yourfelves.  ‘The  Lord  is  my  portion, 
faith  my  foul  therefore  be  much  in  the  aftings  of 
faith  upon  him. 

Dir.  3.  Admire  and  adore  the  love,  the  ever- 
laftino-  love  ol  Chrift  tne  JMeuia.or  of  the  covenant. 


AH  tne  Father’s  love  and  grace  towards  you  is  in 
Chrift.  As  all  of  us  were  linners,  we  muft  all  have 
been  lufferers,  had  not  the  bleffed  and  beloved  Jefus 
offered  himlelf  in  our  room,  and  confented  to  ftand 
in  our  ftead.  Ye  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  :  Need  1  fay,  prize  and  value  it ;  caft  your 
crowns  at  his  feet  ;  begin  the  fong  below,  to  which 
your  harps  will  everlaftingly  be  tuned  above;  Unto 
him  that  loved  us,  and  wajhed  us  from  our  fins  in  his 
own  blood,  and  has  made  us  kings  andpriefts  v.nto  God 
and  his  Father,  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever 

and  ever.  Amen.  Rev.  i.  5,  6. 

DiR-  4-  Endeavour  to  live  a  life,  as  or  trult,  10 

of  praife  Much  thou  haft  received  already,  though 

much  is  full  want  ng  ;  Chrift  and  his  righteoufnefs 
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are  prelent  to  thy  faith,  though  heaven  is  net  to 
thy  enjoyment :  : Through  him  we  have  accefs  to  God 
by  one  fpirit^  Eph.  ii.  iS.  and  indulged  complaints 
are  a  very  unbecoming  frame,  in  one  that  hath  ever 
come- to  God  the  judge  of  al!  with  comfort.  JVhofo 
effereth  praife ,  glorifieth  me ;  and  to  him  that  ordered d 
his  converfation  aright ,  will  l  Jhew  the  falvation  of 
my  Gcd ,  Pfal.  1.  23. 

Two  or  three  words  to  ungodly  Tinners. 

1.  Haft  thou  no  thought  of  appearing  before  God 
as  a  judge  ?  Is  no  account,  doft  thou  think,  taken 
of  ail  thy  fins  and  allowed  tranfgreflions  ?  Why, 
doft  thou  come  to  God’s  houfe,  that  thou  may  ft 
compliment  confidence,  if  thou  art  apprehenfive  of 
no  judgment  to  come  ?  Man  !  thy  fade  vows  and 
promifes,  thou  makeft  in  a  day  of  affliction,  thy 
vain  wi (lies,  prayers,  and  fometimes  tears,  fined 
under  an  awakening  difcourfe,  fhew  plainly  there 
is  a  judgment  to  come.  Therefore, 

2.  Kovv  art  thou  provided  againft  this  judgment  ? 
Thou  dareft  not  defpife  thy  judge  when  thou  art  be¬ 
fore  his  bar:  Not  guilty ,  thou  can  ft  not  plead,  when 
both  the  law  and  conference  witnefs  againft  thee  : 
Mere  mercy  will  (land  thee  in  no  itead  when  thou 
art  under  the  arreft  of  juftice.  Promifes  of  future 
amendment  will  be  of  no  avail :  what  rood  haft  thou 

J  o 

now  to  counterbalance  thine  evils  ?  A  broken  defire, 
a  labbath’s  attendance  on  God’s  worlhip,  a  little 
alms,  an  hereafter  repentance.  Soul  !  were  God  to 
call  thee  away  this  night,  couldft  thou  plead  thefe 
before  thy  judge  ?  Thou  art  afraid  to  truft  it  now, 
much  more  to  plead  it  then.  Let  me  aik  further, 

3.  Is  it  not  belt  to  be  at  fome  ortainty  and  fet- 
tlednefs  in  matters  of  etei  nity  r  Thou  provided  again  It 
poverty  aid  old  age,  becaule  they  may  come  ;  but 
death  and  judgment  mufi  come:  '■There  is  no  difeharge 
in  that  war.-  Before  God  the  judge  of  all  thou  rnuf.t 
appear  hereafter ,  if  thou  Cornell  not  to  him  here. 

H  4  Let 
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Let  me  therefore  leave  with  you  thefe  three  words 
of  advice, 

1.  Beg  of  God  to  convince  thee  of  fin.  Saying 
lam  a  finner,  will  never  recommend  a  Saviour : 
Till  thou  feeft  thyfelf  the  finner,  the  chief  of  fin¬ 
ders,  thou  wilt  always  think  it  time  enough  to  hear 
of  Chrift?  death  and  judgment. 

2.  Aik  to  be  led  into  an  heart  acquaintance  with 
Chrft  and  his  righteoufnefs.  We  preach  Chrijl ;  but 
God  mull  teach  thee  the  worth  of  Chrift,  and  thy 
need  of  him.  AJk ,  and  thou  Jhalt  receive :  It  is  time 
enough  to  complain  when  thou  art  denied. 

3.  V enture  then  in  God’s  ftrength  upon  the  Chrift 
and  the  righteoufnefs  the  gofpel  reveals.  Thou  haft 
been  a  great  finner,  but  Chrift  is  a  great  Saviour. 
Thy  fin  ,  though  never  fo  many  and  great,  are  the 
fins  but  of  a  creature  ;  his  righteoufnefs  is  the  righ¬ 
teoufnefs  of  God.  Thy  judge  will  never  defpife 
thee  becaufe  of  thy  fins,  if  thou  art  made  willing 
to  accept  this  righteoufnefs :  If  any  man  thirji ,  let 
him  come  to  me  and  drink :  The  promifes  though  not 
univerfal,  are  indefinite,  that  no  finner  may  think 
himfelf  beyond  the  reach  of  mercy.  Wo  to  them 
that  (till  defpife  this  Chrift  and  his  falvation.  The 
judge  is  at  the  door,  eternity  comes  on  apace;  and 
who  among  you  can  endure*  devouring  fire*)  or  dwell 
with  ever! fling  burnings  l 


The  End  of'  the  SubjebE 
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S  E  R  M  O 

God’s  preventing  mercy 


Psalm  lix.  10.  Firft  claufe. 

' The  God  of  mercy  Jhall  prevent  me. 

IT  is  a  good  obfervation  of  Dr.  Hammond's  upon 
the  title  of  this  and  two  or  three  foregoing 
Pfalms ;  “  They  are  called  Michtam  of  David ,  Da- 
“  vid’s  golden  Pfalms,  his  jewels,  becaufe  the  feve- 
“  ral  prefervations  which  are  here  recorded,  were 
“  exceeding  precious  to  him.”  Thofe  bleffings  in 
the  beftowment  whereof  God  eminently  difplays  his 
wifdorn,  power,  love,  and  faithfulnefs,  are  precious  ; 
our  meditations  of  them,  and  of  God  the  giver  of 
them,  are  always  fweet.  What  was  the  fpecial  pro¬ 
vidence  which  gave  occafion  to  this  Pfalm ,  you  have 
in  the  title  of  it,  When  Saul  fent  and  they  watched  the 
houfe  to  kill  him.  By  what  means  he  efcaped,  he  does 
not  tell  us,  but  attributes  his  delivery  to  God  only, 
of  whom  by  prayer  he  fought  it.  Prayer  is  our  belt 
weapon  againft  our  enemies ;  the  belt  of  all  means, 
and  firft  to  be  ufed  for  any  deliverance.  And  there  are 
two  pleas  which  he  makes  ufe  of ;  one  was,  that  God 
was  his  God,  ver.  1.  the  other  was  th q  power  and 
flrength  of  his  enemies.  It  is  a  blefled  thing  to  have 
the  covenant  to  fly  to,  in  all  times  of  ftraits  and  trou¬ 
bles  :  there  is  always  an  anchor-hold  of  hope  there. 
My  God,  is  fuch  a  plea  as  infinitely  over-balances  all 
other  things.  He  has  engaged  himfelfto  do  his  people 
good ;  and  it  is  time  for  him  to  work  when  the  enemy 


exalts 


/ 
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exalts  himfelf.  The  Church’s  enemies  are  never  fonear 
deftruftion  as  when  they  think  they  have  nothing  to 
do,  but  take,  and  divide  thefpoil.  We  may  plead 
God’s  promile,  and  the  enemies  power  too  *  both  are 
a  ground  of  hope  to  a  believer  in  Jefus.  The  Pfalmift 
was  fure  of  mercy  upon  thefe  grounds )  he  knew  he 
wasfafe,  becaufe  God  was  his  God,  and  the  God  of 
his  mercy,  the  God  of  my  mercy  fto  all  prevent  me.  Some 
read  it  hath  prevented  me  •,  others,  doth  prevent  me  % 
and  others,  as  in  my  text,  f 'hall prevent  me.  Each  of 
thefe  fenfes  are  exceeding  l'weec,  and  full.  Take  it 
in  the  firft  fenfe,  hath  prevented  me^  and  it  implies 
thus  much,  that  the  Plalmift  never  was  in  any  dif¬ 
ficulty,  temptation  or  fear,  but  God  was  beforehand 
with  him  *,  having  always  the  mercy  ready  which 
he  ftood  in  need  of  ;  and  had  given  it  in  due  feafon, 
and  that  when  he  lead  expedfed  it,  and  it  may  be 
was  lead:  prepared  tor  it.  Take  it  in  the  fecond 
fenie,  doth  prevent,  it  argues  the  Pfalmift’s  ground 
of  confidence  when  all  prefent  appearances  were 
gone :  as  if  he  had  laid,  God  is  of  one  mind,  his 
44  thoughts  are  thoughts  of  peace,  and  not  of  evil ; 
44  he  may  vary  his  providence,  but  his  heart  is  the 
44  fame  as  ever  ;  why  mould  I  fear  ?  why  fhould  I 
<c  not  hope  and  rejoice  ?  lor  my  God  is  a  tried  God, 
44  he  is  working  lor  me  even  now.  Fie  prevents  my 
44  fears,  and  he  will  prevent  my  falling.”  Take  the 
words,  as  they  lie  in  my  text,  and  it  comes  to  the 
fame  thing:  “  God  fees  all  my  enemies  defigns,  and 
44  he  is  ready  for  them  :  my  prayer  is  heard,  and 
44  fure  I  am  deliverance  will  come,  though  I  know 
44  not  the  time  and  way  of  it.”  -< 

My  dcfign,  under  the  Spirit’s  influence,  is  to  look 
into  my  own  heart  and  yours,  and  fhew  you  wh.it 
wonders  of  providence  and  grace  God,  as  ike  God 
of  our  mercy ,  has  caufed  to  pais  before  us.  In  dif- 
coor  mg  on  thefe  words  I  (hail  enquire, 

].  In  what  fenie,  or  in  what  refpects  God  is  the 
Gcd  of  our  mercy ,  11.  Plow* 
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II.  How,  as  the  God  of  our  mercy,  he  doth 
prevent  us. 

III.  Apply. 

I.  I  am  to  enquire  in  what  refpedls  God  is  faid  to 
be  the  God  of  his  peoples  mercy.  And  it  feems  to 
include  in  it  thefe  three  things  : 

1.  That  all  the  mercy,  which  is  in  God’s  nature, 
is  for  his  faints.  It  is  a  great  word  that  *,  1.  Pet.  v.  10. 
the  God  of  all  grace,  God  has  in  him  all  forts  of  grace, 
and  all  degrees  of  grace  for  his  faints.  He  hath  par¬ 
doning,  quickening,  ftrengthening,  comforting,  and 
preferving  grace.  His  mercy  is  rich  mercy,  abun¬ 
dant  mercy,  inexhauftible  mercy,  fare  mercy.  A 
man’s  riches  are  his  glory ;  God  glories  in  his  mercy ; 
it  is  his  delight,  he  reds  in  it,  and  fo  may  we,  be- 
caufe  there  is  an  infinite  unconceivable  fulnefs  of  it 
in  him  :  With  thee  is  the  fountain  of  life.  All  that  we 
have  here,  all  that  we  can  enjoy  of  it  to  eternity,  are 
but  as  the  ftreams;  and  the  more  you  draw,  thefafter 
it  fprings  up.  There  is  no  want  nor  any  end  in  the 
mercy  of  the  Lord  to  his  people.  For  I  faid,  mercy 
fhall  be  built' up  for  ever ,  Pfal.  lxxxix.  2.  Goddiftri- 
butes  and  parcels  out  this  mercy,  that  we  may  con¬ 
ceive  of  it  the  better;  hence  he  is  called  by  the  apof- 
tle,  Fhe  father  of  mercies,  and  the  God  of  all  comfort , 
2  Cor.  i.  3.  What  mercy  foever  you  need,  God  has 
it  to  give.  Afkas  high  as  you  will,  you  fhall  not  be 
denied  ;  God’s  mercy  is  proportioned  to,  nay,  it  in¬ 
finitely  exceeds  all  our  miferies :  and  a  pleafing  con- 
lideration  it  is.  God  is  not  called  the  author  of  our 
mercies,  but  the  Father  of  them,  to  fhew  how  freely 
they  come  from  him;  they  are  his  bowels,  be  is 
pleafrd  with  them,  as  the  fatheris  with  hisownchild ; 
dwell  on  the  name,  it  is  a  fweet  one,  the  Father  of 
mercies.  In  my  text,  David  grafps  all  this  mercy, 
lays  hold  of  it  as  his  own  mercy;  the  God  of  my 
mercy  floall  prevent  me.  That  is  one  fenfe. 

2.  It  fuppofes  farther,  that  there  is  a  portion  of 
mercy  laid  by,  in  the  purpofe  of  God,  for  every 

faint: 
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faint :  A  portion  of  mercy  which  he  may  calll  his 
own,  This,  iome  underftand  to  be  Chrift’s  mean¬ 
ing  to  Pauly  2  Cor.  xii.  9.  My  grace  is  fufficient  for 
thee  ;  i.  e .  that  grace  which  I  have  alloted  for  thee, 
thou  wile  find  fufficient.  I  knew  what  thou  wouldft 
need  in  my  eternal  couniels  •,  I  have  made  provifion 
beforehand  ;  I  have  taken  care  thou  fhouldft  have 
enough.  And  this  doubtlefs,  fays  the  great  Dr.  Good- 
winy  is  Paul's  meaning  in  that  fpeech  of  his,  Philip, 
iii.  12.  1  follow  after ,  if  that  I  may  apprehend  that  for 
which  alfo  1  am  apprehended  of  Chriji  Jefus,  It  is  a 
word  of  great  force,  1  follow  after  ;  I  purfue  with 
vigor,  as  one  that  follows  the  game.  I  cannot  reft 
fatisfied  with  the  grace  I  have,  but  am  always  look¬ 
ing  for  more.  Whence  was  this,  but  becaufe  Paul 
knew  the  largenefs  of  God’s  heart,  and  the  infinite 
merit  of  Chnft’s  blood  ;  there  was  more  grace  yet 
behind,  and  he  could  not  be  at  reft  till  he  had  received 
it  all.  This  is  the  happinefs  even  of  heaven  itfelf ;  to 
apprehend,  attain,  poffefs  that,  for  which  alfo  we 
were  apprehended  of  Chrift.  Poor  foul !  thou  art  of¬ 
ten  put  to  it,  to  believe  for  this  or  for  the  other  mer¬ 
cy  ;  thou  feed  nothing.  Now  thou  fhalt  be  eafed  un¬ 
der  this  trouble,  and  carried  through  the  other  dif¬ 
ficulty  ;  All  thefe  things  are  againjl  thee;  that  is  the 
language  of  fenfe  ;  but  faith  tells  thee  quite  other- 
wife;  every  one  of  thefe  trials  is  the  way  to  fome 
fignal  mercy,  fome  fignal  fupport,  fome  fignal  com¬ 
fort  which  was  laid  by  for  thee,  againft  the  trial 
came.  Every  fon,  every  child  fhall  have  his  por¬ 
tion  ;  grace  for  that  duty,  that  trial,  that  darknefs 
and  diftrefs,  was  fettled  upon  thee  in  God’s  purpofe, 
and  ordered  for  thee  in  the  everlafting  covenant. 
That  is  another  fenfe  of  the  phrafe  in  my  text,  Phe 
Cod  of  my  mercy .  But, 

3.  The  words  fuppofe  farther,  that  God  has  taken 
it  upon  him  as  his  charge,  to  keep  this  portion  of 
mercy  for  his  people.  Whatever  it  be,  foul,  it  is  in 

truft 


Ser.  X.  God's  'preventing  mercy  opened.  125 

iruft  for  thee  with  him.  Every  faint  may  apply  to 
God,  as  the  God  of  every  mercy  which  he  needs.  God 
is  my  defence ,  and  the  God  of  my  mercy :  unto  tbee ,  O  my 
firength ,  will  l  fing.  ver.  17.  If  this  will  not  bring  a 
man  to  praife,  nothing  will.  To  have  a  faithful  friend 
to  go  to,  under  new  and  unexpe&ed  difficulties,  is 
a  fignal  bleffmg  :  our  friend,  it  may  be,  and  our  fa¬ 
ther's  friend ;  a  great  fupport  this,  under  Ioffes, 
croffes,  and  troubles:  but  what  is  a  faithful  friend  to 
a  faithful  God?  who  has  wifdom  and  power,  equal 
to  his  love  and  mercy  !  whom  none  can  refift,  none 
can  furprize,  none  can  beguile,  or  draw  from  our 
interefts  ?  what  a  bleffed  foundation  of  confolation 
is  this  !  God  knows  his  title ;  he  remembers  his  co¬ 
venant  ;  he  will  give  grace  and  glory  ;  why  ?  becaufe 
it  is  one  of  his  glorious  titles,  the  God  of  thy  mercy . 
He  would  not  anfwer  his  name  was  he  not  to  anfwer 
thy  prayers,  to  fet  thee  above  thy  fears,  and  to  de¬ 
liver  thee  out  of  all  thy  diftreffes. 

Two  brief  remarks,  and  I  proceed  to  the  fecond 
head. 

Remark  I.  What  a  happy  man  is  every  chriftian; 
How  can  he  be  poor  who  has  God  for  his  portion^ 
and  all  the  mercy  in  his  nature  for  his  fupply  ?  who 
is  provided  for  for  ever,  and  his  inheritance  is  infuch 
hands  that  it  can  never  be  wrefted  from  him  ?  Coh 
iii.  3.  Tour  life  is  hid  with  Chrifl  in  God .  Not  bare 
life,  but  all  the  neceffaries,  the  pleafures  and  com¬ 
forts  of  life,  hid  with  Chrift  in  God :  when  two  liich 
fecurities  fail,  then  complain. 

Remark  II.  What  pity  it  is  chriftians  live  no 
more  like  themfelves;  amongft  men,  one  is  blamed 
and  another,  becaufe  they  do  not  live  according  to 
their  income.  Their  eftates  are  large,  but  theirfpi- 
rits  are  mean;  "  They  are  of  a  poor  little  fpirit.’* 
Charge  no  man  elfe,  but  condemn  thy  felf.  God  is 
thine,  his  mercy  thine;  and  yetthou  art  ever  fearing, 
ever  complaining,  but  fddom  thankful  What  have 
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you  lacked  yet  ?  the  God  of  your  mercy ,  hath  he  not 
always  prevented  you  ?  why  then  fhouldfl  thou  limit 
him  in  any  of  his  difpenfations  ?  the  Pfalmift  knew 
that  God  had  done  it,  and  would  do  it  again  for  him  ; 
and  from  this  confideration,  that  he  was  the  God  of 
his  mercy,  he  rejoices  beforehand :  The  God  of  my  mercy 
jhall  prevent  me.  Which  leads  to  the  fecond  thing. 

II.  How,  or  in  what  refpebls  does  Gcd  (as  the 
God  of  his  peoples  mercy)  prevent  them. 

The  word  prevent,  fometimes  fignifies  to  meet  one 
in  the  way ,  or  rather,  to  come  before  one ,  or  be  before 
cne  in  a  thing*,  as  when  you  knowyourfrienci’s  wants, 
fuch  is  your  love  and  kindnefs  to  him,  that  you  give 
him  what  he  needs,  before  he  afks  it :  This  is  to  pre¬ 
vent  him.  As  it  is  faid  cfthe  Father,  when  applied  to 
by  the  Mediator,  Pfalm  xxi.  2,  3.  Thou  haft  given  him 
his  heard s  defire ,  and  haft  not  withheld  the  requeft  of  his 
Up  s  •  for  thou  prevent  eft  him  with  the  bhffings  of  goo  d- 
neftsy  &c.  God  may  be  faid  to  prevent  his  people  as  the 
God  of  their  mercy ,  in  the  five  following  refp  fts. 

1.  God  gives  them  the  greateft  bleffings,  notwith- 
(landing  their  ill  defervings.  What  were  we  in  our 
natural  (late  but  the  children  of  wrath  and  fervants  of 
fin  ?  Our  care  was  about  nothing  elfe,  than  fulfilling 
the  lulls  of  the  flefh,  and  of  the  mind  *,  and  yet  the 
Gcd  of  our  mercy  pitied  us  then  ;  then  he  faid  unto 
us,  Live ,  Ezek.  xvi.  6.  and  when  1  paffted  by  thee ,  and 
(aw  thee  polluted  in  thine  own  bloody  I  jaid  unto  thee ,  in 
ihy  bloody  Live,  &c.  There  was  nothing  lovely  in  us 
but  there  was  love  in  God  towards  us.  Again,  Ifa. 
xlviii.  8.  Tea,  thou  heardft  not,yea,frcmthat  time  that 
thine  ear  was  not  opened ,  for  1  knew  that  thou  woulcft 
deal  very  trea.heroujh,  and  waft  called  a  tranftrejfor 
from  the  womb — and  yet  chofen  ;  an  )  yet  called,  and 
made  partaker  of  a  divine  nature  !  The  Lord  loved 
us,  becaufe  he  would  love  us:  gave  us  Chrift;  gave 
us  his  Spirit,  gave  us  the  name  and  pr  ivil  ge  of  fons* 
notwithftanding  all  our  vilenefs,  and  gave  us  all 

without 
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‘without  any  upbraiding!  Had  God  marked  iniquity, 
alas  !  where  had  any  of  us  been  ?  but  our  defervings 
are  not  the  rule  of  God’s  mercy,  he  prevented  us 
beforehand  ;  and  he  has  prevented  us  ever  fince  ; 
our  many  flips  and  falls  afterwards,  the  vanity  of 
our  minds,  the  carnality  of  our  frames,  our  loofe 
and  carelefs  walk,  our  fad  and  dreadful  backflidings, 
the  turning  away  of  our  hearts  from  God,  he  pro¬ 
vided  againft  them  all  ;  he  gives  the  greateft  blef- 
fings  notwithftanding  our  ill-defervings. 

2.  God  prevents  us  as  the  God  of  our  mercy,  be- 
caufe  he  gives  the  greateft  blefilngs,  notwithftanding 
our  unpreparednefs  to  receive  them.  Rom.  ix.  16.  It 
is  not  of  him  that  willeth ,  ugt  of  him  that  runneth ,  but 
of  God  that  fheweth  mercy .  Were  God  to  wait  till  man 
had  prepared  himfelf  for  divine  grace,  who  would 
be  faved  ?  Were  his  thoughts,  and  ways,  as  man’s 
are,  he  could  never  fhew  mercy  ;  for  there  is  not  a 
foul  that  receives  it  but  has  ftood  it  out  againft  him. 
The  law  is  engraved  in  our  very  natures  :  What 
mufl  I  do  to  be  faved?  is  the  language  of  the  natural 
mind  when  Convinced  of  fin,  until  Chrift  is  difco- 
vered  to  him,  by  the  Spirit,  as  the  end  of  the  law  for 
right eoufnefs,  Rom.  x.  4.  And  all  other  means  are 
tried,  before  Chrift  is  trufted.  You,  that  werefcrip- 
ture-proof  and  fermon-proof,  did  not  God  prevent 
you  when  you  came  to  him  ?  he  found  you  in  your 
own  way,  though  he  did  not  leave  you  there.  You 
came,  it  may  be,  to  ridicule  the  preacher  ;  to  have 
matter  to  oppofe  the  truth  ;  to  hear  fome  new  thing  ; 
or  it  may  be  were  forced  by  your  parents  or  mafters 

againft  your  defires,  to  attend  public  worfhip. - - 

And  there  God  (who  only  can  perfuade  Japhet  to 
dwell  in  the  tents  of  Sbem)  met  you,  and  you  heard 
words  whereby  you  muft  be  faved.  Was  not  this 
preventing  you  ?  Afk  Zaccheus  what  preparation  there 
was  in  him  for  Chrift;  it  wdscuriofity  not  confcience 
that  made  him  climb  the  tree ;  but  Chrift  knew  him 
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to  be  a  veffel  of  mercy,  and  now  the  fountain  isfet 
open,  Zaccheus !  make  hajle  and  come  down  -,  for  to 
day  1  muft  abide  at  thy  houfe,  Luke  xix.  5.  Afk  the 
Samaritan  woman,  what  preparation  there  was  in 
her  for  Chrift  ;  he  was  firft  at  the  well,  and  fat  there 
■waiting,  John  iv.  6.  What  brought  him  there  ?  a 
defign  of  pure  love  and  mercy  to  her  foul  ;  he  muft 
needs  go  through  Samaria ,  ver.  4.  there  was  a  loft 
fheep  to  be  gathered,  and  Chrift  can  have  no  reft  till 
he  finds  her.  O  !  there  is  a  blefied  neceftity  in  our 
preaching  and  xnyour  hearing  when  the  day  of  falva- 
tion  cometh.  Chrift  comes  out  to  meet  you,  and  fays, 
‘Turn  unto  me-,  I  am  the  ftrong-hold ,  0  /  ye  pr  if  oners 
of  hope:  God  prevents  us,  in  our  unpreparednefs. 

3.  God  prevents  his  people,  with  refpedt  to  their 
prayers.  Either  he  is  beforehand  with  them  in  afk- 
ing,  or  he  gives  them  what  they  never  thought  of 
afking.  How  fweetly  at  fome  times  does  he  by  his 
Spirit  bid  us  pray  ;  as  having  the  bleffings  before¬ 
hand  ready  to  give.  Hence  we  find  it;  as  Pfal.  xxvii. 
8.  When  thou  faidft.  Seek  ye  my  face  ;  my  heart  f aid. 
Unto  thy  face.  Lord,  will  1  feek.  He  befpeaks  a 
prayer;  calls  us  by  the  fecret  whifpers  of  his  Spirit 
to  go  and  pour  out  our  fouls  unto  him.  And  how 
do  we  find  it  then  j  why,  then  J halt  thou  call ,  and 
the  Lord fkall  anfwer ;  thou  fhalt  cry,  and  he  J, hall  fay. 
Here  lam ,  ifa.  lviii.  9.  Even  while  we  are  yet  fpeak- 
ing,  the  bleffing  comes,  Ifa.  Ixv.  24,  the  decree  goes 
forth  and  grace  comes  freely,  Ban.  ix.  21. 

Again,  God  often  gives,  as  he  did  to  Solomon-,  he 
gives  what  you  afk  with  an  exceeding  overplus, 
1  Kings  m.  12,  13.  he  afked  only  a  wife  and  di jeer n~ 
ing  heart ;  God  gave  him  riches,  and  oonoui ,  and 
long  life  befides.  So  you  afk  direction  in  his  way,  or 
fubmiffion  to  his  will ;  and  the  very  bleffing  you 
were  content  to  part  wicn  at  nis  call,  is  often  re¬ 
turned  to  you,  and  is  then  doubly  Iweet ;  you  have 
more  than  you  afk.  Say  then,  believer,  whether  the 
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God  of  your  mercy  does  not  prevent  you.  Bur  our 
prayers  are  too  little  obferved,  or  die  ourpraiics 
would  not  be  lb  few. 

4.  God  prevents  us  as  to  our  fears. 

Ifaiah  li.  12,  13,  Who  art  thou ,  that  thou  fhouldfi 
he  afraid  of  a  man  that  fhall  die ,  &c. — and  forge  tt  eft 
the  Lord  thy  maker ,  /A*/  hath  fir  etched  forth  the  hea¬ 
vens,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth?  and  had 
feared  continually  every  day,  becaufe  of  the  fury  of  the 
oppreffor ,  as  if  he  was  ready  to  deflroy ;  and  where  is  the 
fury  of  the  oppreffor  ?  What  a  fweetnefs  is  there  in 
thefe  words;  we  are  often  upon  the  rack  for  nothing; 
we  flay  ourfeives  by  our  own  difquieting  fears ;  but 
we  need  fear  none  but  ourfeives :  theopprelfor  whom 
we  feared,  becomes  a  friend  ;  his  heart  is  changed  5 
he  is  another  man,  or  el le  his  power  is  refrained  ; 
he  dies  perhaps  for  your  fake,  as  has  often  been  the 
cafe  of  cruel  perfecutors ;  God  has  heaven  and  earth 
at  his  command  ;  and  no  weapon  formed  again (l  thee 
Jloall  profper ,  Ifa.  liv.  17.  If  you  have  God’s  call  to 
any  work,  never  doubt  of  his  prefence  to  attend  you 
in  it.  Fear  you  not  their fear,  Ifa,  viii.  12.  your  God, 
your  rock,  your  refuge,  your  defence  is  above  ;  and 
he  will  perfect  that  which  concerneth  you.  Infinite 
wifdom  is  never  at  a  lofs,  he  ufually  worketh  with, 
but  he  can  as  eafiiy  work  without  means.  Remem¬ 
ber  whatever  friend  dies,  whatever  comfort  p*oes, 
your  rock  liveth.  God  preventeth  our  fears .  ° 

%  5*  And  laftly,  God  is  pleafed  often  to  prevent 
his  ^peoples  d fires,  hopes ,  and  expectations. 

Epn.  iii.  20.  Unto  him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding 
abundandy  above  all  that  we  afk  or  think ,  according  to 
the  power  that  worketh  in  us,  unto  him  be  glory }  &c. 
God  is  aoundant  in  mercy  and  truth  ;  we  cannot  cyo 
to  the  bottom  of  a  promile,  but  God  will  not  leave 
us,  who  has  given  us  that  promile,  till  'he  has  done 
ad  which  he  hath  fpoken  to  us  of.  Why  is  he  faith - 
fu 4  as  calling  us  into  the  feliowlihip  of  his  fon  jefus 

i  Chrift  ? 
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Chrift?  1  Cor .  i.  9.  but  becaufe  all  the  love  he  bore 
us  in  Chrift,  all  the  mercy  he  fettled  upon  us  for 
the  fake  of  Chrift,  he  will  affuredly  bring  us  to  the 
full  enjoyment  of. — But  alas!  whatareour  thoughts 
about  thefe  things,  if  compared  with  what  infinite 
wifdom,  and  power,  and  everlafting  love  have  laid 
up  forus !  "The  love  of  Chriji pajfetb  knowledge .  Should 
God  bid  you  afle  or  think  for  yourfelf  •,  it  is  beft  to 
refer  the  matter  back  again  to  him.  O  !  when  we 
have  thought  our  utmoft,  what  is  this,  to  what  God 
gives  ?  Say  with  the  Church,  Thou  Jhalt  choofe  our 
inheritance  for  us.  Thus,  concerning  the  feveral 
refpedts  in  which  God,  as  the  God  of  our  mercy, 
prevents  us.  Two  or  three  words  by  way  of  ufe. 

Use  1.  Qbferve  thefe  things.  This  is  the  dole  of 
a  long  and  beautiful  defenption  of  God’s  providence 
towards  his  church  and  the  world. 7  PfaL  evii.  43. 
Who  do  is  wife ,  and  will  obferve  thefe  things ,  even  they 
Jhall  underfland  the  kindnefs  of  the  Lord .  An  heart- 
affefting  fenfe  of  God’s  goodnefs,  is  a  great  mercy. 
The  kindnefs,  care  and  love  of  God,  are  often  un- 
Ten,  becaufe  his  difpenfations  are  not  obferved. 

2.  Truft  God  more.  That  is  the  ufe  of  former 
inftances  of  his  mercy.  What!  received  fo  much 
mercy,  and  doubt  frill  !  this  is  fhameful  unbelief. 

3.  The  great  concern  is  an  intereft  in  Chrift.  God 
{hews  no  mercy  out  of  the  Mediator.  Whatever  you 
have  heard  or  known  of  God  as  a  God  of  mercy  in 
a  providential  way,  you  are  never  the  nearer  heaven, 
unlefs  you  have  a  covenant-intereft  in  him  ;  this  is 
your  fafety,  and  this  your  beft  claim  to  any  thing 
that  is  his. 

4.  Give  God  the  glory  of  his  own  mercy.  Suitable 
returns  are  expected  where  fo  much  mercy  is  fo  freely 
given ;  praife  him  with  your  lips ;  honour  him  in  your 
lives  j  walk  humbly  with  God ;  walk  fruitfully  before 
men.  And  let  no  man  call  the  mercies  of  God  final!, 

that  is  out  of  hell,  and  has  the  leaft  hope  of  heaven. 

SERMON 
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SERMON  XI- 

The  Preparation  of  the  Heart  the 
'  <  Lord’s  Work. 


Proverbs  xvi.  i. ' 

The  preparations  of  the  ' heart  in  man ,  and  the 
anfwer  of  the  tongue ,  is  from  the  Lord. 

-  > 

np  HERE  is  hardly  any  thing  profeffors  are 
JL  rnore  at  a  lofs  about  in  our  da y,  than  what 
we  call  preparations  for  holy  exercifes.  Some  will, 
fcarce  allow  themfelves  any  time  to  think  of  the  duty 
they  are  about  to  engage  in,  when  drawing  nigh  to 
God  in  folemn  ordinances ;  others,  by  their  prepa¬ 
ration-days,  and  preparatory  duties,  feem  rather  to 
make  a  God  of  ordinances,  than  by  the  help  of  or¬ 
dinances  to  draw  nigh  unto  him.  Suffer  me  there¬ 
fore,  in  a  Ihort  difcourfe,  to  open  to  you  the  nature 
of  that  preparation  which  the  gofpel  requires,  and 
the  way  and  manner  in  which  it  is  ro  be  obtained  ; 
that  you  may  not,  on  the  one  hand,  rufh  into  God’s 
prefence,  as  a  horfe  doth  into  battle,  without  "cither 
care  or  fear ;  nor,  on  the  other,  venture  to  come 
before  him  in  a  dependence  on  your  own  doings, 

left  haply  ( Ephraim  like)  you  be  counted  an  empty 
•vine. 

The  words  which  I  have  read  are  a  general  pro- 
pofition,  which  holds  true  in  every  ftate,  circum- 
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fiance  and  condition  of  life.  They  refpedtin  gene¬ 
ral  all  the  purpofes,  contrivances  and  defigns  of  a 
man’s  heart,  whatever  be  the  fubjedt  it  is  fixed  upon. 
The  word  rendered  preparations ,  is  a  military  term, 
and  fignifies,  either  the  marfhalling  of  an  army  ; 
or  eife  it  refers  to  the  ordering  or  ranging  the  loaves 
of  fhew  bread  according  to  divine  appointment. 
Lev.  xxiv,  6.  Taking  it  in  this  fenfe,  it  gives  us 
to  underftand  thus  much  ;  that  the  putting  in  order 
the  frames  and  motions  of  our  hearts  is  of  the  Lord, 
and  him  only.  Some  indeed  vary  the  words  and 
fenfe,  reading  them  thus  *,  “  The  preparations  of  the 
‘c  heart  are  of  man ,  or  in  the  power  of  man  *,  he  has 
a  freedom  to  lay  his  own  fchemes  as  he  pleafes, 
cc  but  the  an fwer  of  the  tongue  is  from  the  Lord  ;  he 
**  fhall  fpeak,  not  what  he  hath  purpofed  and  con- 
‘c  trived,  but  what  the  Lord  hath  appointed.”  And 
thus  our  Engiifh  Expofuor  g Ioffes  upon  the  place, 
Man  purpofeth,  but  God  difpofeth.”  This  feems 
rather  a  ftrain  upon  the  words,  for  why  is  it  not  as 
much  in  the  power  of  man  to  fpeak,  as  think  ?  Both 
are  alike  natural  adts,  and  both  are  from  the  Lord . 
Eie  teaches  us  to  order  our  thoughts,  and  to  order 
our  words,  for  that  is  plainly  the  fenfe  of  my  text. 
Applying  the  general  propofition  to  a  particular 
inftance,  the  dodlrine  from  the  words  is  plainly 
this. 

Doct.  All  our  fitnefs  for  duty,  and  cur  afliflance 
in  it,  is  from  the  Lord. 

In  difcourfing  on  this  propofition,  I  fhall  only 
refolve  two  queries,  and  then  apply. 

I.  How  doth  God  prepare  the  heart  for  duty  ? 

II.  flow  doth  he  affift  and  enlarge  in  it? 

I.  How  doth  God  prepare  the  heart  for  duty  ? 

The  frames  of  our  heart  in  duty  are  as' much  his 

ryffr  as  are  the  bleffings  bellowed  in  anfwer  to  the 
^  ~  requeft 


Ser.  XL  the  Lord's  Work .  133 

requeft  of  our  lips.  Preparation  for  duties  is  two¬ 
fold.  I  will  a  little  explain  that.  There  is  prepara¬ 
tion  which  divines  call  habitual,  and  there  is  alfo 
aftual  preparation  for  duty. 

That  which  is  habitual,  refpedls  our  ftate.  When 
a  poor  foul  is  clothed  with  Chrift’s  righteoufnefs, 
and  hath  the  graces  of  the  Spirit  implanted  in  his 
heart,  he  is  then  habitually  prepared  for  duty.  That 
which  is  adlual  reprefents  our  frames,  which  my  text 
intends,  and  confifts  in  a  fuitable  exercife  of  thofe 
graces,  which  the  Spirit  hath  implanted  in  the  heart 
of  a  regenerate  foul.  There  is  a  going  forth  of  the 
foul  towards  God  in  the  way  of  faith,  repentance, 
love,  joy,  &V.  It  is  a  frame  of  fpirit  fuited  to 
whatever  duty  God  calls  us  forth  to.  There  is  in 
the  foul  a  defire  after  God,  a  delight  in  him,  and  a 
tendency  of  foul  towards  him.  Thus  the  Pfalmift 
expreflfcs  himfelf,  Pfal.  Ixiii.  1.  O  God ,  thou  art  my 
God ,  early  will  I  feek  thee ,  in  a  dry  and  thirjly  land , 
where  no  water  is .  Plere  was  an  heart  prepared  to 
meet  God,  his  inward  defires  and  prayers  were 
agreed,  fo  ver.  8.  My  foul followetb  hard  after  thee  ; 
there  was  reftlefnefs  till  he  had  enjoyment  *,  nothing 
but  God  could  fatisfy  him.  Our  habitual  and  adtual 
preparation  for  duty,  is  all  from  him. 

This  being  premifed,  the  queftion  returns.  Flow 
doth  God  affifl  and  enlarge  in  it  ? 

1.  Fie  calls  off  our  vain  and  wandering  thoughts, 
and  fo  fixes  our  hearts  for  duty,  as  the  Pfalmift 
expreffeth  it,  Pfa).  lvii.  7.  My  heart  is  fixed,  O  Gody 
my  heart  is  fixed.  Our  vain  thoughts  are  the  caufe 
ot  our  daily  complaints.  The  Chriftian  hates  them, 
but  he  cannot  himfelf  get  rid  of  them.  Pfal.  cxix. 

1 13,  1  hate  vain  thoughts ,  but  thy  law  do  I  love. 
The  more  we  know  God’s  law,  thef better  we  fhail 
Jove  it  ;  and  the  more  we  love  it,  the  more  we  fha!l 
hate  thofe  fpiritual  wickedneffes  in  the  heart,  by 
which  contempt  is  caft  upon  it  j  our  heart  fins  are 
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our  word  enemies.  Poor  foul !  fay  what  thou 
wouldft  give  to  be  delivered  from  the  vanity  of  your 
own  mind,  your  roving  fancy,  difturbing,  diftraffing 
thoughts  ?  Do  you  not  find  then  a  law>  that  when 
you  would  do  good,  evil  is  prefent  with  you  ?  The 
more  eagerly  you  ftrive  to  get  out  of  yourfelf,  the 
more  violently  Satan  and  a  wicked  heart  oppofe  it  ? 
Cannot  we  give  in  our  reftimony  to  Paul's  experi¬ 
ence  ?  2  Cor.  iii.  5.  Not  that  we  are  fufficient  of  our - 
fclves ,  to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourfekes .  There  is  an 
indifpofednefs,  we  have  no  aptnefs,  or  bias  by  which 
we  are  that  way  inclined  of  ourfelves.  Our  thoughts 
make  a  mutiny  within,  they  rebel  againft  God;  it  is 
neceffary  they  fhould  be  fent  off,  when  we  prpfefs  to 
draw  nigh  unto  him.  Thus  the  Pfalmift  prayeth, 
and  thus  God  in  effeCt  promifeth,  for  all  our  fuffici- 
ency  is  of  him  :  Pfal.  xix.  14.  Let  the  words  of  my 
piouth ,  and  the  meditation  of  my  hearty  be  always  ac¬ 
ceptable  in  thy  fight ,  0  Lord>  my  ftrength  and  my  re¬ 
deemer.  Never  let  us  feck  God’s  face,  without  feek- 
ing  his  ftrength.  A  man  may  be  whole  days  and 
weeks  in  preparing  himfelf  for  fome  foiemn  ordi¬ 
nance,  and  yet  come  unprepared  at  laft,  without  God’s 
ftrength.  Power  belongeth  unto  the  Lord,  power  to 
diflodge  our  vain  thoughts,  and  power  to  quicken 
our  dead  hearts,  and  our  poor  lifelefs  frames. 

2.  God  further  prepares  for  duty,  as  he  works  in 
our  hearts  an  holy  fear  and  reverence  of  his  ma~ 
jefty,  when  we  come  before  him.  There  is  a  two¬ 
fold  fear  f  ripture  fpeaks  of ;  one  is  flavifh,  it  leads 
to  bondage,  and  brings  torment :  the  other  is  filial, 
or  child  like,  which  proceeds  from  love,  and  is  in¬ 
fluential  into  the  whole  of  obedience.  It  confifts  in 
ad  holy  awe  of  his  greatnefs,  and  glorious  majefty ; 
we  dare  not  trifle  before  him,  nor  behave  ourlelves 
Jiahtly.  A  fenfe  of  God’s  prefence  with  us,  and  a 
gift  apprehenfion  of  his  infinite  perfections,  will  lead 
us  to  fanCtify  the  Lord  in  our  hearts,  fo  that  we  dare 
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not  indulge  our  formality  before  him.  Cod  is  greatly 
to  be  feared  in  the  affembly  cf  the  faints ,  and  to  be 
had  in  reverence  of  all  them  that  are  about  him,  Pfal. 
ixxxix.  y.  Whence  comes  this  fear,  and  holy  reve¬ 
rence  ?  Doth  man  difpoie  arid  frame  his  own  heart 
thus  to  fear  God  ?  No,  it  comes  from  God's  grace 
given  to  him  ;  Heb.  xii.  28.  Wherefore  we  receiving 
a  kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved ,  let  us  have  grace ’ 
whereby  we  may  ferve  God  acceptably,  with  reverence 
and  godly  fear.  Let  us  have  grace ;  how  fhall  we  ob¬ 
tain  it  ?  Why,  afk  it  of  the  God  of  all  grace,  who 
givelh  liber ally,  and  upbraideth  not.  My  grace  is  fuffici- 
ent  for  thee,  2  Cor.  xii.  9.  It  is  fuited  to  our  times 
and  our  wants;  my  grace,  butramoo;  itisdefigned 
for  us  ;  it  is  given  to  us.  Given  !  for  what  ?  to  help 
us  in  every  time  of  need,  Heb,  iv.  16.  O  !  we  need 
this  grace  to  fear  God.  Humbling  grace,  that  we 
may  be  low  before  him,  under  a  fenfe  of  our  own 
wants,  aijd  our  own  fins;  or  elfe  we  fhall  never  be 
exalted  by  him.  It  is  a  blefled  turn  given  to  our 
fpirits,  when  they  are  thus  difpofed  to  fear  the  .Lord. 

3 ■  God  prepares  for  duty,  by  giving  us  the 
lavour  of  paft  experiences,  and  by  giving  us  prefent 
defires,  alter  communing  with  him.  Cant.  i.  3.' 
Becaufe  of  the  favour  of  thy  good  ointment ,  thy  name 

is  an  ointment  poured  forth,  therefore  do  the  virgins 

love  thee.  Chrift’s  love  is  beyond  all  other  delights.  - 
If  ever  we  have  enjoyed  his  pretence,  his  name 
and  every  thing  which  appertained  to  him  will 
be  precious.  Though  he  hides  his  face,  we  fhall 
eek  after  him  till  we  find  him  :  Former  experiences 
quicken  and  enliven  our  prefent  defponding  frames. 
O  there  is  a  lavour  in  Chrift’s  good  ointments! 

e  ipoule  found  it  fo,  and  even  believers  find  ic 

io  But  fay  you,  “  What  muft  I  do  when  my 

heart  is  out  of  frame;  when  I  have  gone  aftray 

“  “‘ie.  a  faeep;  how  can  I  go  back  to  Chrifi: 

again  ?  Lvly  heart  hath  not  the  liking  to  him  it 

once  had  ;  the  itrength  of  my  love,  my  defires, 

I  4  “  my 
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ct  my  delights,  is  abated.  Strangers  have  devoured 
tc  up  my  ftrength,  and  I  am  fuitably  affedted  with 
cc  it,  throughly  humbled  for  it.  What  muft  I  do 
<c  now  ?”  To  this  the  text  gives  a  fweet  and  encou¬ 
raging  anfwer,  Pke  preparations  of  the  heart  in  many 
end  the  anfwer  of  the  tongue ,  is  from  the  Lord.  Art 
thou  repenting,  art  thou  defiring,  and  waiting  for 
thy  beloved  ?  Is  his  name  precious,  his  perfon,  his 
righteoufnefs,  his  love  precious  ?  Why,  in  this  very 
frame  he  is  preparing  thy  heait  for  h  1  m fe i f,  and 
making  a  way  for  the  out-goings  of  his  love  to  you. 
Here  is  a  favour  arifing  from  communion  once  en¬ 
joyed,  though  now  loft  :  Draw  me  ;  we  will  run  af~ 
ter  thee.  Here  is  fenfe  of  diftance  from  Chnft,  but 
there  is  alfo  a  defire  of  union  with  him.  Draw  me 
to  thy  ft  If,  nearer  thy  prefence,  thy  everlafting  em¬ 
braces.  I  can  be  eafy  with  abfence  from  my  be¬ 
loved  no  longer  ;  draw  me,  elfe  1  move  not.  Draw 
me ,  we  will  run  after  thee .  It  denotes  eagernefs  of 
defire,  fwiftnefs  of  motion,  and  a  ready  afte&ion 
to  Chnft.  Here  is  an  heart  prepared  for  ciuty. 
How  ?  By  the  free  Spirit  of  God,  as  g’ving  the 
favour  or  paft  experiences,  and  prefent  defires  after 


communion  with  God. 

4.  God  prepares  for  duty  often  by  fudden,  unex¬ 
pected  enlargement  of  fpint.  We  are  furpnzed  into 
mercy.  Faith  is  raifed,  hope  aboun'deth,  love  to  (Thrift 
is  inflamed,  repentance  and  godly  forrow  are  fet  to 
work-,  and  i  before  the  foul  is  of  the 

mercy.  Thus  we  read,  2  Chron.  xxix.  36.  And 
Hezekiah  rejoiced ,  and  all  the  people ,  that  God  had 
prepared  the  people ;  for  the  thing  was  done  fuidenly. 
O’  poor  doubting  foul,  look  into  yourfeh,  lam 
f  leaking  ycur  experience  and  my  own,  both  at 
Have  you  not  found  the  frame  of  your 
at  times,  change  in  a  mo  nent  ?  One  gale 
of  fie  Soirit  Lath  ft  all  the  fpies  •  flowing  out. 
You  have  a  dead  time,  it  may  be,  the  evening  be- 
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fore  the  Lord’s  day,  and  life  and  liberty  when  you 
are  in  God’s  courts.  One  look  from  Chrift  melts 
you  down  prefently :  you  are  overcome  with  his 
love,  he  fets  you  as  a  feal  upon  his  heart,  as  a  feai 
upon  his  arm,  fo  that  or  ever  you  was  aware,  you 
are  with  God.  Now  all  thefe  things  worketh  that 
one  and  the  felf-fame  Spirit,  dividing  to  every  man 
feverally  as  he  will.  His  motions  are  free,  he  ads 
when,  and  where,  and  how  he  pleafeth.  Thus  the 
truth  of  the  text  is  confirmed  by  thefe  feveral  par¬ 
ticulars. 

I  proceed  now  to  enquire, 

II.  How  doth  God  help  us  in  our  fpeeches  be¬ 
fore  him  ;  for  as  the  preparations  of  the  heart  in 
man  are  from  the  Lord,  fo  is  in  like  manner  the 
anfwer  of  the  tongue.  Now  this  the  Spirit  doth 
alfa  four  ways. 

1  He  reveals  to  us  our  own  wants,  gives  us 
fome  efpecial  errand  to  go  with  to  God.  General 
expreffions  are  a  fure  fign  of  prifon  frames.  Prayer 
is  a  great  burden,  when  we  have  noth  ng  in  par¬ 
ticular  to  pray  for,  when  we  are  neither  affeded 
with  our  fins,  nor  our  mercies,  our  temptations, 
afflidions,  nor  even  our  p  efenc  barren  frames.  In 
this  the  Spirit  helps,  Rom.  viii,  26.  Like-wife  the 
Spirit  alfo  helpeth  our  infir  mi  lies ,  for  we  know  not 
what  we  Jhould  pray  for  as  we  ought .  He  reveals 
our  wants,  that  we  may  make  them  known  to  God. 
Senfe  of  want  is  the  fpring  of  defires *,  there  is  an 
holy  contention  and  earneftnefs  in  the  foul,  when 
he  feels  his  burdens,  and  has  confidence  affeded, 
and  bowed  down  under  his  guilt  and  infirmities. 
H  ow  will  a  poor  foul  wreftle  with  God,  when  he 
knows  himfelf  to  be  in  want,  and  fees  where  his 
help  is !  Alas,  we  may  fpeak  with  our  mouths,  but 
our  words  drop  fiiort  of  heaven,  if  we  fpeak  not 
with  our  hearts.  Did  you  never  obferve  great  la¬ 
bouring  and  little  enlargement?  Doubtlcfsyoumuft; 

,  pen 
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taen  pray  as  if  they  were  to  be  heard  for  their  much 
fpeaking ;  fome,  as  if  they  were  to  be  heard  for  their 
fine  fpeaking  :  But  alas  !  there  is  nothing  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  in  this.  Our  own  gay  plumes  will  not  ferve  us  for 
a  covering,  nor  are  they  ornamental  in  prayer.  He 
prays  to  the  belt  purpofe,  whofeheart  is  moved,  who 
comes  to  unload  himfelf  upon  the  Lord  Chrift,  to 
caff  all  his  burdens  upon  one  mightierthan  he.  Prayer 
is  blefled  work  then,  when  a  man  knows  what  he 
ihould  pray  for  as  he  ought :  long  prayers  without 
this,  are  the  dulled:  part  of  all  our  worfhip. 

2.  God  helps  in  the  anfwer  of  the  tongue,  as 
he  gives  us  arguments  and  pleas  to  ufe  in  prayer. 
For  this  we  have  exprefsly  the  promife  of  the  Spirit, 
John  xiv.  26.  But  the  Comforter,  which  is  the  holy 
Ghoft,  whom  the  Father  will  fend  in  my  name ,  he  /hall 
teach  you  all  things ,  and  bring  all  things  to  your  re¬ 
membrance,  whatfoever  I  have  faid  unto  you.  We 
have  treacherous  memories,  anddeceitful  hearts.  We 
forget  God’s  perfedtions,  and  promifes,  and  our  own 
experience,  even  when  we  are  calling  upon  him.  Not 
one  word  to  fay  at  fome  times  before  the  throne, 
though  we  have  juft  before  been  reading  many  a 
fweet  promife.  If  we  know  what  we  want,  we 
know  not  howto  plead  for  the  beftowment  of  it. 
Well,  but  the  bleffed  Spirit  fecretly  fuggefts  what 
we  fhould  fay  to  God,  when  Handing  before  him. 
He  orders  our  caufe  for  us,  and  fills  our  mouths 
with  arguments,  Job%\ iii.  4.  puts  a  force  into  our 
pleas,  and  life  and  vigour  into  our  hearts.  How 
will  a  poor  foul  dwell  upon  a  promife  in  prayer, 
when  the  Spirit  gives  him  to  tafte  the  fweetnefs  of 
it.  There  is  much  preaching  in  prayer,  fometime-; 
little  pleading,  many  vain  repetitions,  but  few  of 
the  Spirit’s  arguments.  Our  language  will  be  fcrip- 
tural,  when  our  frames  are  fpiritual.  The  anfwers 
of  the  tongue  are  juft  as  the  difpofings  of  the  h-a'  t 
are.  It  was  a  fweet  frame  of  the  Pfaimift,  Pia'.  v.  3. 

My 
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My  voice  Jhalt  thou  hear  in  the  morning, ,  0  Lord ;  in 
the  morning  will  I  direct  my  payer  unto  thee ,  and  will 
look  up.  He  knew  God  would  hear  him,  becaufe 
the  Spirit  helped  him.  Do  you  afk  in  what  ?  I  an- 
fwer,  in  dir  effing  or  marjhalling  his  prayer  before  the 
Lord ;  for  fo  the  word  fignifies,  as  has  been  before 
obferved.  His  mouth  was  filled  with  arguments, 
and  his  heart  big  with  expectation ;  he  looked  out 
beforehand,  knowing  he  fhould  fpeed,  becaufe  God 
had  enlarged  his  heart  to  plead.  We  fhould  not 
lofe  fo  much  of  the  comfort  of  our  prayers,  were 
we  more  obfervant  of  the  return  of  them.  Time 
forbids  me  to  enumerate  all  thefe  pleas.  Every 
perfection  is  a  plea,  every  promife  is  a  plea,  every 
paffage  of  our  experience  is  a  plea ;  the  blood  and 
righteoufnefs,  the  covenant  engagements  and  per¬ 
formances  of  Chrift,  are  all  pleas  in  prayer  j  fo  is 
this  prefer  life,  the  gift  of  the  Spirit,  and  the 
graces  implanted  in  our  hearts,  £s>c. 

3.  He  further  helps  us  in  and  after  prayer,  by 
making  interceffion  in  us  with  groans  which  cannot 
be  uttered.  Of  this  you  read,  Rom.  viii.  26.  Lika- 
wife  the  Spirit  alfo  helpeth  our  infirmities ,  for  we  know 
not  what  we  fhould  pray  for  as  we  ought ;  but  the  Sp¬ 
rit  itfelf  maketh  interceffion  for  us ,  with  groanings 
which  cannot  be  uttered.  Many  perfons  words  go> 
beyond  their  hearts ;  but  the  true  Chriftian,  the  more: 
he  fpeaks,  the  more  he  leaves  unfpoken  •,  there  is 
fomething  ftill  remaining,  which  he  can  never  fay 
our,  he  fighs  and  groans  that  he  falls  fo  fhort  in  his 
bed  duties ;  but  he  can  go  no  farther,  only  he  longs 
and  waits  for  that  day  when  full  perfection  fhall 
come,  and  he  (hall  be  tilled  with  all  the  fulnefs  of 
God.  Chriftian,  let  me  come  clofe  to  your  expe¬ 
rience  :  Have  you  not  fometimes  felt  mod,  when 
you  have  faid  lead?  Fears  have  flopped  your 
mouth,  but  they  have  given  vent  to  your  heart. 
God  has  brought  you  into  his  banqueting-houie. 
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and  nature  has  found  it  enough  to  fupport  under  the 
larger  dilcoveries  of  grace.  You  have  been  in  the 
fpoufe’s  condition,  fick  of  love,  the  fweeteft  frame 
earth  can  admit  of;  fuch  feafons  you  have  felt* 
though  they  are  very  rare  ;  they  come  not  often? 
that  they  may  be  prized  the  more  when  enjoyed  ; 
however,  thus  much  you  can  fay  by  them,  that  the 
Spirit  hath,  in  fuch  fweet  intervals,  helped  your 
infirmities,  in  and  after  duty,  with  groanings  which 
cannot  be  uttered.  Once  more, 

4.  The  Spirit  helps  in  prayer,  as  he  guides  and 
diredls  the  foul  to  afk  but  for  thofe  things  which 
God  means  to  give.  He  regulates  their  defires 
by  the  promife,  and  makes  the  will  of  God,  what¬ 
ever  it  be,  their  fatisfadlion  and  delight.  He 
maketh  inter  ceffion  for  the  faints  according  to  the  will 
cf  God ,  Rom  viii.  27.  O  !  it  is  a  blefifed  thing  to 
look  on  all  our  mercies,  as  promifed,  and  to  fee, 
at  the  fame  time,  Chrift,  in  whom  all  the  promifcs 
meet.  To  have  our  wills  and  affeftions  lwallowed 
up  in  the  will  of  God,  is  the  top  of  the  faints  at¬ 
tainments  here.  By  God’s  promifes  we  know  what 
his  purpofe  and  will  is  ;  and  therefore,  fays  the 
Pfalmift,  and  with  him  every  upright-hearted  foul 
will  join,  Remember  the  word  unto  thy  fervant ,  upon 
which  thou  haft:  caufed  me  to  hope . 

Use  1.  Cannot  men  prepare  themfelves  for 
duty,  after  grace  is  received  ?  much  lels  can  they 
prepare  themfelves  for  grace,  while  in  an  unrege¬ 
nerate  ftate.  This  is  to  make  man  the  firft  mover 
in  his  converfion  to  God,  whereas  he  mult  have 
life  before  he  can  have  motion.  The  fcripture- 
account  of  man  in  his  natural  ftate,  is,  that  he  is 
dead  in  trefpafifes  and  fins,  darknefs  itfelf,  enmity 
a^ainft  God,  and  fuch  as  cannot  be  fubjed  to  the 
iTw  of  God,  till  lorn  again.  Dead  Lazarus  w as 
quickened  and  made  alive  before  he  was  able,  at 

thrift’s  call,  to  come  forth :  And  God,  fays  the 

apoftle, 


SeR.XI.  the  Lord's  Work.  141 

apoftle,  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  Who  commanded  the  light  to 
Jhine  out  of  darknefs,  hath  Jhined  into  our  hearts.  We 
muft  diftinguifh  between  a  thing  which  is  good  only 
as  to  the  matter  of  it,  and  a  thing  which  is  good  in 
all  the  circumftances.  To  read  the  word,  attend 
ordinances,  pray,  and  think  of  one’s  former  ftate 
as  dangerous  and  finful  •,  thefe  are  good  things,  as 
to  the  matter  of  them,  and  yet  many  go  thus  far, 
who  are  ftrangers  to  a  work  of  grace  in  their  hearts. 
Herod  did  many  things,  and  heard  John  Bap  lift 
gladly ;  yet  afterwards  cut  off  the  head  of  the 
preacher  whom  he  delighted  to  hear :  Good  works 
(which  the  fcripture  efteems  to)  flow  from  the  new 
heart;  we  muft  alfo  diftinguifh  between  that  which 
is  a  duty  in  man,  and  a  debt  in  God.  It  is  every 
man’s  duty  to  read,  hear,  meditate,  pray,  &c.  which 
are  ufually  put  amongft  what  are  called  preparatory 
works  ;  but  let  no  one  dare  to  fay,  that  he  who  doth 
thefe  things  lays  God  under  an  obligation  thereupon 
to  give  grace.  There  is  ground  of  hope,  from  the 
promife,  that  fuch  as  ajle,  Jhall  receive,  and  fuch  as 
feek,  Jhall find ;  but  whatever  we  receive  from  God, 
comes  as  a  free  gift,  Rom.  ix.  16.  Further,  it  is 
one  thing  for  God  to  prepare  his  own  way  into  the 
foul  ;  another  for  corrupt  nature  to  prepare  itfelf 
for  grace.  There  is  a  beautiful  order  in  the  Spirit’s 
work,  but  nothing  preparatory,  that  man  can  do 
towards  God’s  making  him  a  partaker  of  his  own 
grace. 

Use  2.  Are  the  very  difpofings  of  our  hearts  from 
the  Lord,  fo  that  we  cannot  think  a  good  thought 
abftracted  from  his  gracious  influx;  what  fhall  we 
then  fay  to  thofe  great  things  which  he  has  done 
for  us  in  a  way  of  providence  and  grace,  and  to 
thofe  far  greater  which  he  hath  pro  mi  fed  to  do; 
furely  thefe  are  of  the  Lord  ?  Before  Ifrael  could  be 
fettled  in  the  promifed  land,  they  muft  pals  through 
the  brick-kilns  in  Egypt,  and  a  red  fea,  and  an 
2  ,  howling 
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howling  wildernefs,  and  a  fwelling  Jordan .  Our 
way  to  heaven  lies  through  many  trials,  temptations, 
fnares  and  forrows.  That  thou  haft  been  fupported 
and  comforted  under  every  affli&ion,  kept  from 
falling  by  temptation,  or  recovered  when  fallen  ; 
that  thou  haft  emerged  from  under  fo  many  cor-^ 
ruptions;  that  Chrift  is  (till  thy  fanftuary,  when 
purfued  by  juftice-,  thy  anchor-hold  of  hope  under 
outward  preffures,  or  inward  conflidts  •,  that  thou 
art  helped  to  feed  on  Chrift,  to  fetch  all  from  him  ; 
that  death  is  unftung,  the  grave  perfumed,  and  a 
manfion  prepared  for  thee  above,  againft  the  time 
when  this  earthly  houfe  of  thy  tabernacle  fhall  be 
diffolved  ;  What  great  things  are  thefe  ?  Every  one 
of  them  is  from  God.  Every  good  gift,  and  every 
perfeEl  gift)  cometh  down  from  above .  Say  with  the 
Pfalmift,  Pfal.  cxv.  1.  Not  unto  us*  O  Lord!  not 
unto  US)  but  unto  thy  name  give  glory ,  for  thy  mercy 9 
and  for  thy  truth's  fake. 

Use  3.  Are  the  preparations  of  the  heart  in  man, 
and  the  anfwer  of  the  tongue  from  the  Lord  ?  This 
may  give  a  lift  to  humble  doubting  believers,  under 
the  fenfe  they  have  of  their  indifpofednefs  for  duty. 
Thou  complaineft  of  a  wandering,  proud,  hard,  and 
unbelieving  heart,  in  holy  duties  ;  how  fhall  it  be 
bettered  ?  By  keeping  from  them  ?  This  is  not  the 
rule  of  judgment  in  natural  things-,  fuch  as  would 
be  warm  do  not  ufe  to  keep  away  from  the  fire. 
When  Chrift  has  promifed  his  prefence,  there  be¬ 
lievers  fhould  expeft  his  fellowfhip.  If  thy  heart 
be  wandering,  God  can  fix  it  be  it  hard,  God  can 
foften  it ;  one  fight  cf  Chrift,  as  pierced  for  thee, 
will  lay  thee  mourning  at  his  feet,  Zee.  xii.  10.  They 
fhall  look  and  mourn.  Senfe  of  thy  unbelief,  is  a  fign 
thou  believeft.  Whatever  are  your  doubts,  your 
fears,  your  fins,  carry  them  to  the  crofs  of  Chrift. 

Let  me  only  caution  againft  three  things,  and  I 
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Firft,  Againft  known  omifiions.  The  gift  that 
is  in  us  muft  be  ftirred  up,  if  we  would  have  it  pre- 
ferved  j  means  are  appointed  that  they  may  be  ufed, 
not  lived  on.  The  better  the  digeftion,  the  keener 
the  appetite  :  Our  defiring  the  word  depends  very 
much  on  our  tafte  of  it,  1  Pet.  ii.  2.  The  more 
prayer  is  ufed,  the  better  will  it  be  loved.  The 
very  fpirit  of  prayer  hath  been  loft  by  a  reftraint 
of  the  duty.  Do  not  think  a  few  clofet  petitions, 
and  confefiions  on  the  Lord’s  day,  will  bring  down 
bleffings  from  God,  when  he  has  been  unapplied 
to  in  the  clofet  all  the  week  befides. 

Secondly,  Much  more  fliould  you  beware  of 
confcience-wafting  fins.  Nothing  fo  much  (iraitens 
the  heart,  as  allowed  guilt,  in  this  fenfe.  With  the 
pure,  God  will  fliew  himfelf  pure,  but  with  the 
froward,  he  will  fhew  himfelf  mfavoury.  Expedt 
no  heart-preparation  for  duty,  but  in  an  holy  en¬ 
deavour  to  walk  with  God.  To  the  prefumptuous 
wicked,  God  faith,  What  have  y ou  to  do  to  declare 
my  Jiatutes  ?  * 

Thirdly,  T^ke  heed  of  a  dependence  on  gifts,  in 
your  approach  to  God.  If  duties  are  not  filled  with 
grace,  they  are  good  for  nothing.  The  prepara¬ 
tions  of  the  heart  are  from  God,  when  there  is  an 
whole  truft  and  delight  in  him.  Then  is  God’s  aid 
juftly  denied,  when  we  venture  to  engage  in  holy 
duties  without  the  help  of  his  Spirit.  Even  faith 
itfelf  doth  no  otherwife  enrich  the  believer,  than  as 
it  is  a  veflel  which  holds  the  treafure.  Remember 
Paul’s  confefiion,  For  me  to  live  is  Chrifi ,  &c. 
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Paft  tokens  of  divine  favour,  an  en¬ 
couragement  againft  prefent  fears. 


Judges  xiii.  23. 

»  I  ) 

But  his  wife  [aid  unto  him,  If  the  Lord  were 
pleafed  to  kill  us,  he  would  not  have  received 
a  burnt ‘■offering  and  a  meat-offering  at  our 
hands ;  neither  would  he  have  f tewed  us  all 
thefe  things,  nor  would,  as  at  this  time,  have 
told  vs  fitch  things  as  thefe. 


"^HEREis  nothing  difficult 'or  hard  to  be 
_  underftood  in  the  connection- of  thefe  words 
with  the  preceding  context.  The  perfon  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  Manoab  and  his  wife,  was  looked  upon 
by  them  to  be  no  other  than  a  created  angel,  till 
the  flame  of  the  offering  went  up  towards  heaven 
from  the  altar,  and  the  angel  of  the  Lord  afcended 
in  the  flame.  Whether  flte  came  down  from  hea¬ 
ven,  or  whether  it  came  out  of  the  rock  to  confume 
the  facrifice,  is  not  certain  :  but  the  angel  of  the 

Lord 
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.Lord  afcended  in  the  flame  of  the  altar,  to  fhew  the 
acceptablenefs  of  the  facrifice  ;  and  that  it  was  made 
fo,  by  his  carrying  it  into  heaven,  and  prefenting  it 
unto  the  Father.  Chrift  as  Mediator  perfumes  the 
fervices  and  facrifices  of  his  people  with  the  odours 
of  his  own  obedience,  and  righteoufnTs.  Hereby 
Manoah  knew  that  it  was  Jehovah ,  the  fecond  per- 
fon  of  the  Trinity,  who  condefcended  to  be  Media¬ 
tor,  and  Meflenger  of  the  covenant ;  not  a  created 
angel.  His  refle&ion  upon  it  was  Arrange,  but  not 
new  or  uncommon  :  We  Jhall  furely  die,  becaufe  we 
have  feen  God.  His  wife  argues  much  more  ju  illy, 
in  the  words  of  our  text,  If  the  Lord  were  pleafidto 
kill  us,  &c.  Death  could  come  from  no  hands  but 
God’s ;  and  the  tokens  of  his  favour  can  never  be 
intended  as  evidences  of  his  wrath.  This  reafoning 
of  her  faith  is  built  upon  three  confiderations.  ° 

Firft,  The  acceptance  of  their  offering.  God 
would  never  accept  the  offering,  if  he  did°not  love 
the  perfon. 

Secondly,  The  difcovery  of  thofe  fecrets  where¬ 
in  their  own  prefervation,  and  the  deliverance  of 
the  whole  nation  were  concerned.  That  Samp  fin 
fliould  be  born  ;  how  he  was  to  be  educated,  and 
inftruflred  ;  that  God  would  fave  Ifrael  by  his  means: 
From  which,  excellent  Mr.  Henry  makes  this  good 
and  pithy  conclufion,  “  We  need  not  fear  the  wi- 
“  thering  of  thofe  roots  out  of  which  fuch  a  branch 
“  is  yet  to  fpring.” 

Thirdly,  fhe  time  of  this  difcovery  is  a  great 
argument  of  nope,  at  this  time  he  would  not  have 
fhewn  us  fuch  things  as  thefi ;  a  time  when  vifions 
were  very  rare  and  unfrequent ;  a  time  when  they 
feemed,  as  a  nation,  to  be  abandoned  of  God,  be- 
ing  left  in  the  hands  of  the  P hilijlines  forty  years. 
At  fuch  a  tune  to  receive  thefe  precious  vifions  of 
the  kmdnefs  and  care  of  God,  was  an  argument, 
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that  they  fhould  live,  and  execute  what  God  had 
given  them  in  charge.  But  his  wife faid unto  him ,  &c. 
This  is  the  connexion  and  fenfe  of  the  words,  as 
referring  to  Manoah ,  and  the  Lord’s  appearance  to 
him.  But  as  no  fcripture  is  of  private  interpreta¬ 
tion,  every  believer  has  a  warrant  to  apply  them  for 
his  own  ufe,  fo  far  as  his  cafe  is  parallel  to  this  in 
the  text.  Thus  confidered,  the  words  give  us  the 
following  obfervation. 

O  bserv.  Such  whom  God  has  diftinguifhed  w  ith 
tokens  of  his  favour,  (hall  never  be  left  to  perifh 
under  the  difplays  of  his  wrath.  In  difcourfing  on 
this  obfervation,  I  will  endeavour  to  fhew, 

I.  What  are  thofe  tokens  of  God’s  favour,  which 
every  believer  has  been  diftinguifhed  withal. 

II.  What  are  thofe  things  which  God  is  even  now 
flhewing  them,  under  all  their  darknefs  and  fears. 

III.  Why  they  who  have  been,  and  are  fo  blef- 
fed  with  the  tokens  of  God’s  favour,  fhall  never 
perifh  under  the  difplays  of  his  wrath. 

I.  Let  us  enquire  what  are  thofe  tokens  of  favour 
which  have  been  fhewn  every  true  believer.  Neither 
would  he  have  fhewed  us  all  thefe  things ,  refers  to  paft 
experiences  of  the  Lord  towards  them,  and  inftruc- 
tions  they  have  received  from  him.  Saints  have  paft 
experiences  to  turn  to,  under  prefent  doubts  and  ter¬ 
rors.  Is  it  no  token  of  God’s  favour,  that  you  have 
been  kept  alive  unto  your  calling?  that  you  was  not 
fuffered  to  drop  into  hell  before  you  had  any  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  way  to  heaven  ?  Believer,  art  thou  pre- 
ferved  from  the  gates  of  hell  to  the  glory  of  hea¬ 
ven  ?  Had  death  feized  thee  in  thy  unconverted  ftate, 
thy  portion  had  been  appointed  thee  everlaftingly 
with  hypocrites  and  unbelievers :  and  how  near  has 
thy  own  intemperance,  it  may  be,  and  excefs  brought 
thee  to  it  ?  There  is  a  prefervation  to  calling,  as  well 
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as  a  prefervation  ever  afterwards :  Jude  i.  prefcrved 
in  Chrift  Jefus ,  and  called .  Miraculoufly  are  we  pre¬ 
fer  ved  to  the  day  of  our  natural  death,  through  a 
world  of  dangers  and  deaths  ;  fo  are  we,  to  the  time 
of  our  fpiritual  life.  Manaffeh  and  Paul  are  tri¬ 
umphing  in  heaven,  one  that  God  fpared  him  till 
his  affli&ion  in  Balylon  ;  before  this  Manaffeh  knew 
not  the  Lord ,  2  Chron.  xxxiii.  13.  The  other,  that: 
he  knew  not  Chrift  when  he  perfecuted  the  church, 
and  wafted  it.  Had  Paul  known  Chrift  then,  he  had 
committed  the  unpardonable  fin.  ( Paul  had  never 
preached  Chrift,  much  lefs  been  a  witnefs  of  his  re- 
furre&ion  :)  O  !  the  wonders  of  providence  towards 
the  faints,  before  ever  they  are  acquainted  with  the 
ways  of  grace  !  Ever  account  it  one  of  thy  chief 
mercies,  that  thou  waft  kept  alive  unto  thy  calling. 

Secondly,  It  is  a  token  of  a  diftinguifhing  favour 
that  thou  haft  not  received  the  gofpel  of  the  grace 
of  God  in  vain ,  2  Cor.  vi.  1.  The  gofpel  has  been 
welcomed  not  only  to  thy  houfe,  but  to  thine  heart/ 
Thou  knoweft  it ;  at  leaft  thou  defireft  to  know  it, 
not  more  in  the  found,  than  in  the  favour  of  it. 
Many  a  fincere  foul  is  complaining,  O  !  that  all 
things  were  become  new  *,  and  yet  old  things  are 
pajfed  away .  He  fears  he  has  no  life  in  Chrift, 
yet  all  his  defire  is  towards  him:  cries  out,  he  is 
loft,  and  yet  he  has  found  him ,  of  whom  Mofes  in  the 
law ,  and  the  prophets  did  write ,  John  i.  45.  And 
ventures  himfelf  wholly  upon  the  Lord  Chrift  for 
acceptance,  and  eternal  life.  There  has  been  a  day 
of  God’s  power,  wherein  Chrift  and  his  foul  were 
made  one.  A  divorce  has  been  given  to  fin,  and 
to  his  own  righteoufnefs ;  he  can  yet  fay,  What  have 
I  to  do  any  more  with  Idols  ?  And  can  there  be 
fenfe  where  there  is  no  life  ?  Did  ever  any  one  de¬ 
fire  whom  he  did  not  love  ?  or  can  any  man  love 
an  objedl  he  does  not  know  ?  God’s  work  upon  the 
heart  is  belt  known,  not  by  the  prefent  operations, 
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but  by  the  after  effects.  Lydias  attention  to  the 
things  fpoken  by  Paul,  fheweth  her  heart  to  be 
opened  of  the  Lord,  Affs  xvi.  14.  The  blind  man 
would  not  deny  that  he  faw,  becaufe  he  could  not 
tell  every  circumftance  which  attended  the  miracle 
of  opening  his  eyes,  John  ix.  25.  If  thou  knoweft 
the  worth  of  thy  foul,  and  dareft  not  venture  it  but 
with  the  Lord  Jefus  Chriji,  thou  haft  not  received 
the  grace  of  God  in  vain. 

Thirdly,  It  is  a  token  of  diftinguifhing  favour, 
that  thou  haft  at  any  time  feen  the  truth  of  thy  own 
grace.  As  thy  God  hath  his  hiding  times,  fo  there 
are  alfo  times  of  finding  ;  Pfalm  xxxii.  6.  For  this 
Jhall  every  one  that  is  godly  pray  unto  thee  in  a  time 
when  thou  mayft  he  found.  The  eleven  difciples, 
though  they  doubted,  as  foon  as  a  word  came  from 
Chrift’s  mouth,  they  all  believed,  Mat.  xxviii.  1 7, 1 8; 
That  bleffed  Lord  Jefus  who  at  firft  begets  hope 
in  the  breaft  of  a  broken,  contrite  finner,  always 
fecretly  fupports  it,  and  often  revives  it.  The  fun 
is  not  out  of  the  firmament  becaufe  it  is  hid  under  a 
cloud.  There  is  a  gracious  promife  made,  Mai.  iv.  2. 
which  there  are  few  believers  who  have  not  at  times 
tailed  the  fweetnefs  of:  Bui  unto  you  that  fear  my 
name ,  fhall  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  arife  with  healing 
in  his  wings ;  and  ye  Jhall  go  forth,  and  grow  up,  as 
calves  of  the  ft  all.  Chrift  has  wings  to  enlighten, 
warm,  and  heal.  Difconfolate  foul !  thy  Surety  and 
thy  Saviour  is  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs.  Sometimes 
light  comes  fuddenly,  after  the  longeft  night  of 
darknefs.  God  has  often  accepted  thy  gifts,  when 
thou  haft  thought  him  defigning  at  that  very  time, 
by  greater  withdrawments,  to  punifh  thy  fins. 
Many  a  prayer  begun  in  diftrefs  has  ended  in  delight. 
The  Angel  of  the  covenant  has  afcended,  in  thofe 
very  frames  thou  haft  thought  low  and  legal.  Thy 
God  has  raifed  thee  out  of  thy  depths,  and  let  thee 
on  thy  high  places. 


Fourthly, 
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Fourthly,  It  is  a  token  of  diftinguifhing  favour, 
that  thou  haft  been  kept  from  falling  by  tempta¬ 
tions,  or  that  thou  haft  been  recovered  when  fallen. 
Afflictions  have  purged  thy  drofs,  and  brightened 
thy  gold.  Unruly  thoughts  have  been  often  quieted 
by  divine  confolations.  Satan  has  been  fuffered  to 
ftirjhy  corruptions,  but  not  to  deftroy  thy  faith. 
Many  a  true  believer  has  been  ready,  through  the 
power  of  temptation,  to  draw  back  ;  but  by  the 
power  of  grace  has  been  kept  from  turning  back. 
He  fefioretb  my  foul ;  where  is  the  faint  that  is  an 
utter  ftranger  to  that  fweet  experience  of  the  holy 
Pfalmift  ?  Thy  God  has  reftored  thee,  and  healed 
the  wounds  in  confcience  which  thy  backflidings 
have  made.  Haft  thou  had  Demas’s  temptation, 
and  been  delivered  from  his  fall  ?  Haft  thou  finned 
with.  David ,  and  has  the  Lord  put  away  thy  fin  ? 
Surely  God  hath  no  mind  to  deftroy  thee,  he  would 
never  elfe  have  thus  reached  forth  his  hand  to  fave 
thee.  Thy  fears  may  be  great,  when  thou  looked: 
inwardly  to  thy  little  ftrength,  and  to  the  power  of 
thine  enemies :  But  thy  Redeemer  is  mighty :  The 
Lord  of  hofs  is  for  us ,  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our  re- 

fUgB‘- 

Fifthly,  It  is  a  token  of  diftinguilhing  favour,  that 
thou  haft  been  kept  clofe  to  the  appointed  ways 
and  means  of  comfort,  under  all  thy  complaints  for 
want  of  comfort :  The  fpoufe  was  direfted  where 
to  go,  and  whom  to  inquire  of,  if  fhe  would  find 
her  beloved ;  Cant.  i.  8.  Go  thy  way  forth  by  the 
footfleps  of  the  flock,  and  feed  thy  kids  be  fide  the'fhep- 
herds  tents .  The  waters  of  life  and  healing  run  through 
the fandiuary ,  Ezek.  xlvii.  12.  And  fodo  the  ftreams 
of  joy,  and  gladnefs.  If  die  thou  muft,  it  is  beft 
to  die  facrificing.  It  is  a  fpecial  remark  of  Eliezer, 
Abraham's  fervant,  Gen.  xxiv.  27.  I  being  in  the 
way,  the  Lord  led  me  to  the  houfe  of  my  wafer's 
brethren.  To  be  out  of  the  way  of  duty,  is  to  be 
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out  of  the  way  of  comfort.  The  difciples  went  to 
the  mountain  appointed  of  Chrilt,  in  order  to  meet 
with  Chrift.  Mary ,  though  weeping,  flood  at  the 
fepulchre,  and  foon  heard  her  own  name  called  by 
her  beloved  Jefus.  Thomas  was  not  with  the  dif¬ 
ciples  when  Chrift  appeared,  and  you  know  what 
he  loft  by  it.  It  is  a  mark  of  diftinguifhing  mercy 
to  be  kept  in  the  way  of  comfort.  Manna  never 
was  efteemed  fo  light  bread,  as  in  our  day.  Ordi¬ 
nances  are  attended  on,  it  is  to  be  feared,  by  many, 
more  to  keep  up  the  form,  than  to  revive  the  power 
of  godlinefs.  So  much  for  the  firft  general. 

it.  What  are  thofe  things  which  God  is  even  now 
fhewing  the  chriftian  under  all  his  darknefs,  and 
fears  •,  Neither  would  he  have  Jhewed  us  all  theft  things , 

nor  would,  as  at  this  time ,  &c. 

j  Believers  fee  a  lovelinefs  in  Chrift’s  perfon, 
when  they  cannot  difcern  intereft  in  his  love.  Their 
doubts  are  not  about  Chrift’s  fuitablenefs  and  fuf- 
ficiency,  but  about  union  to  this  fuitable  and  fuffi- 
cient  Saviour.  O  !  thou  whom  my  foul  loveth ,  will 
force  itfeif  out,  atfome  times  unawares  ;  even  when 
they  have  numbered  themfelves  amongfl  fuch  as 
never  knew  his  name.  They  flagger  at  the  pro- 
mi  fe  and  yet  venture  upon  Chrift  in  the  promife. 
Neman  comrades,  in  the  firft  words  of  hiscomplaint, 
all  that  he  objects  againft  himfelf,  both  as  to  his 
ftate  and  frame  afterwards,  Pfalm  lxxxviii.  i.  O 
Lord  God  of  my  falvation ,,  1  have  cried  day  and 
night  unto  thee.  In  the  Lord  have  I  righteoufnefs  and 
jlrengtb,  is  not  often  uttered  in  full  affurance  of  faith; 
but  it  is  fpoken  as  the  fixed  refolution,  and  utmoft 
defire  of  every  true  believer.  In  Chrift  they  leek 
]r  and  they  will  never  feek  it  in  any  other.  There 
is*  a  joy  that  fo  glorious  a  method  of  ialvation  is 
found  out  for  others  ;  that  God’s  name  is  glorified, 
and  his  law  honoured  by  God-man  j  though  they. 
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as  they  have  fallen  by  their  iniquity,  Ihould  perifh 
in  it.  Shall  a  foul  perilh  to  whom  Chrift  is  lovely  ? 
If  the  Lord  pleafed  to  kill  thee ,  he  would  not  have 
y hewed  thee  fuch  things  as  thefe. 

2.  Believers  have  ftrong  defires  after  the  truth  of 
grace,  when  they  molt  complain  under  the  want  of 
it.  Sorrow  and  godly  mourning  flow  from  love,  as 
well  as  joy  and  praife.  One  fuppofes  the  objedt  de- 
firable  and  lovely,  though  abfent ;  the  other  fup¬ 
pofes  the  objedt  prefent.  Chrift  was  no  lefs  dear  to 
weeping  Mary ,  than  he  was  to  believing  and  rejoic¬ 
ing  Thomas.  In  his  darkeft  hours  a  believer  will  be 
a  feeker,  whether  or  not  he  finds  the  beloved  of  his 
foul  whom  he  feeks  after.  With  my  foul ,  fays  the 
church,  I  have  defined  thee  in  the  night ;  yea7  with  my 
fpirit  within  me  will  I feek  thee  early>  ifa.  xxvi.  9.  Like 
Ruth  of  old,  the  believer  will  take  no  denial,  chap, 
i.  16.  Intreat  me  not  to  leave  thee ,  or  to  return  from 
following  after  thee ;  for  whither  thou  goeft^  I  will  go  ; 
and  where  thou  lodgeft ,  I  will  lodge .  A  Chrift,  and 
an  heaven  at  laft,  will  recompence  the  foul  for  all 
his  waiting.  There  will  always  be  David’s  wifh  un¬ 
der  thy  greateft  apprehended  wants,  2  Sam.  xxiii.  1 5. 
O  that  one  would  give  me  drink  of  the  water  of  the 
well  of  Bethlehem ,  which  is  by  the  gate  !  O  for  one 
fight  of  Chrift,  who  is  of  more  worth  to  me  than 
ten  thoufand  worlds !  This  is  a  prefent  token  for 
good,  under  all  thy  doubts  and  fears  ;  nothing  but 
an  whole  Chrift  will  content  thee. 

3.  When  believers  cannot  find  fin  mortified, 
it  is  their  defire  and  prayer,  that  it  may  be  rooted 
out.  It  is  more  on  account  of  in-dwelling  fin,  than 
any  wordiy  affiidtion  and  forrow,  that  you  hear 
the  Chriftian  crying  with  David ,  Pfal.  Iv.  6.  O 
that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove !  for  then  would  I  fly 
away  and  be  at  reft .  It  is  by  flight  doves  fecure  them- 
felves,  not  by  fight.  A  believer’s  aim  is  levelled  at 
the  root  of  fin.  Paul  fpeaks  the  whole  language 
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of  his  heart,  Rom.  vii.  24.  0  wretched  man  that  I 

am ,  mfco  Jhall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ! 
Sin  is  always  thy  burden,  and  the  nearer  to  Chrift, 
the  heavier  the  weight  feels.  There  are  the  feeds 
of  all  fin  in  thee  ;  but  no  fin  is  allowed  to  reign  in 
thee.  Though  thou  often  doubted  the  conqueft, 
yet  thou  art  ever  maintaining  the  conflict.  This  is 
a  bkfifed  token  under  all  thy  jealoufies  and  fears,  that 
God  is  not  pleafed  to  kill  thee.  Once  more, 

4.  Weak  as  his  hope  is,  a  believer  dare  not  caft 
It  away  in  his  darkeft  feafons.  It  is  the  language  of 
his  heart,  yea,  though  he  flay  me,  yet  will  l  trufi  in  him * 
If  he  cannot  go  to  the  throne  as  fandified  in  Chrift, 
and  called  ;  he  will  fall  down  at  the  footftool,  as  a 
perifhing  finner.  There  is  afulnefs  in  covenant-pro-  . 
mifes,  when  there  is  a  faplefsnefs  and  withering  in 
his  beft  frames.  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  fame yefter day,  to 
day ,  and  for  ever .  The  grace  of  hope  may  vani(h3 
the  object  of  hope  continues  ever  prefent.  The  lels 
a  believer  fees  in  himfelf,  the  more  readily  and  ea¬ 
gerly  he  ventures  on  Chrift.  Believers  often  doubt 
their  faith  ;  but  when  matters  are  put  clofe,  not  a 
foul  of  them  is  willing  to  part  with  his  hope* 

I  am  now  to  (hew, 

III.  Why  fuch  who  have  been,  and  are  bleffed 
with  fuch  tokens  of  God’s  favour,  fhall  never  die 
under  his  wrath. 

1.  This  would  argue  God  to  be  wavering  and 
imperfed  like  ourfelves.  The  great  God  may  alter 
his  way,  but  he  never  changes  his  heart.  What 
God  hath  begun,  he  will  perform,  becaufe  his  work 
is  perfect.  The  great  God  never  ads  inconfiftently 
with  himfelf. 

2.  Were  God  to  accept  thy  offering,  and  deftroy 
thy  perfon,  what  becomes  of  his  faithfulnels  to 
Chrift  the  Mediator  ?  Chrift  purchafed,  and  he  in¬ 
tercedes  for  the  weakeft  grace.  Was  his  blood  Ihed 
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in  vain  ?  or  did  he  intercede  for  nought  ?  Him  the 
Father  hear eth  always .  The  grace  we  receive  from 
the  Father,  is  a  debt  to  Chrift,  though  a  free  favour 
to  us. 

3.  Should  God  kill  us,  after  fuch  grace  ftiewn 
11s,  one  in  whom  the  Spirit  inhabits  would  be  loft  : 
*The  fpirit  is  given  to  believers  to  abide  with  them  for 
ever.  Often  thou  mayft  not  know  that  thou  liveft, 
but  thou  canft  never  die,  becaufe  the  Spirit  hath 
taken  poffeffion  for  Chrift. 

Believers  may  lofe  the  Spirit’s  comforting  pre¬ 
fence,  but  not  his  quickening,  becaufe  he  never 
quits  poffeffion  which  he  hath  once  taken. 

4.  God  would  lofe  the  triumphs  of  his  own  grace: 
Grace  reigns  through  right eoufaefs,  unto  eternal  life . 
Grace  in  us  is  a  creature,  but  it  is  kept  alive  by  the 
grace  in  God’s  heart,  which  is  infinite  and  everlaft- 
ing.  Grace ,  grace ,  will  be  the  language  of  heaven  ; 
but  becaufe  he  was  not  able  to  deliver  and  fave  them 
from  my  hands ,  he  has  left  them  to  perifh  for  ever , 
will  never  be  the  triumph  and  mockery  of  hell, 

A  few  Ufes. 

Use  i.  See  what  ufe  you  are  to  make  of  paft 
experiences.  Carry  them  about  with  you  by  faith, 
that  you  may  turn  to  them  in  time  of  need.  They 
are  a  treafure  which  will  be  ever  precious.  Tried 
cafes  are  out  of  doubt.  Theory  may  amufe,  but 
experience  only  can  fatlsfy  and  comfort.  So  much 
mercy  your  God,  your  Jefu%  will  never  bellow  in 
vain. 

Use  2.  Be  humbled  for  the  weaknefs  of  faith, 
info  great  a  multitude  of  experiences.  It  is  a  moving 
queftion  Chrift  put  to  his  difciples,  Wherefore  do  ye 
doubt?  a  God  fo  able,  fo  wife,  fo  gracious,  fo  faith¬ 
ful  $  a  Saviour  fo  near  ;  a  heart  fo  crowded  with 
Percies,  one  miracle  after  another  miracle,  in  ini- 
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planting,  preferving,  reviving  grace,  wherefore 
fhould  we  doubt  ? 

Use  3.  Labour  to  encourage  finners  by  your 
tafte  and  experiences  of  mercy.  You  were  not  re¬ 
jected  in  your  fuit  for  mercy ;  why  then  Ihould  they 
doubt  in  their  defires  for  the  fame  blefling  ?  With 
the  Lord  there  is  plenteous  redemption. 

Use  4.  Blefs  God  for  Chrift,  all  your  offerings 
go  up  with  acceptance  on  this  altar.  The  grace  of 
the  covenant  he  made  the  purchafe  of;  and  to  him 
appertaineth  the  beftowment  of  all  covenant  blef- 
lings :  Neither  portions,  nor  offerings  are  accepted, 
but  through  his  blood.  By  him  therefore,  let  us 
offer  the  Sacrifice  of  praife  to  God  continually,  that  is, 
the  fruit  of  our  lips,  giving  thanks  to  his  name,  Heb„ 
xiii.  15. 
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Chrift’s  Redemption  from  the  Law’s 

Curfe. 
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Gal.  iii.  13. 

Chrift  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the 
law ,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us :  for  it  is 
written,  Curfed  is  every  one  that  hangeth  on 
a  tree. 

,  '  t  <* 

TN  this  context  the  apoftle  is  eftablifliing  the  great 
doftrine  of  juftification  by  faith,  without  the 
works  of  the  law.  This  he  does  by  many  argu¬ 
ments  as,  that  fitch  as  under  the  law ,  are  under 
the  curfe ,  ver.  10.  That  which  condemns  a  man, 
it  is  a  vain  thing  for  him  to  look  for  juftification 
and  life  from.  The  law  curfes  every  finner,  be- 
caufe  he  is  a  tranfgrefior  of  it ;  one  who  has  not  con¬ 
tinued  in  all  things  written  in  the  book  of  the  law ,  to 
do  them. 

Again,  The  Scripture  reveals  another  way  of  juf¬ 
tification  and  life,  that  is,  faith  :  The  juft  fhall  live 
by  faith.  Such  as  are  accounted  juft  in  the  fight  of 
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God,  truft  in  another  for  that  righteoufnefs  which 
makes  them  fo. 

rL^eS,'  t^1's  wou^  ^et  afide  the  great  end  of 
Ghrilt  s  death  for  fuch  as  believe;  he  died  to  re¬ 
deem  them  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  that  Abra- 
tams  bleffing  might  come  upon  them  through 
him,  or  by  faith  in  him.  To  truft  therefore  to 
one  s  own  doings,  or  to  plead  them  before  God,  as 
tne  reafon  of  our  juftifkation  in  his  fight ;  is  to 
nwce  tne  death  or  Chrift,  and  our  redemption  by 
it,  a  vain  tiling.  Chrift  has  redeemed  us  from  the 
curfe  of  the  law ,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us.  There  is 
a  poor  convinced  finner’s  hold,  and  his  only  hope. 
1  he  fweetnefs  and  marrow  of  the  whole  gofpel  is 
compienended  in  tnis :  it  is  a  truth  which  faith 
looks  to  in  every  ordinance,  in* every  providence. 
That  I  may  a  little  open  and  explain  it  at  this  time 
as  it  (hail  pleafe  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  to  enable  me, 
I  would  briefly  do  thefe  four  things ; 

* 

I.  Inquire  what  is  this  curfe  of  the  law,  which 
believers  are  by  Chrift  redeemed  from. 

II.  How,  or  by  what  'means  is  this  redemption 
brought  about ;  being  make  a  curfe  for  us. 

III.  Who  is  this  great  and  glorious  Redeemer  ? 
Chrift  hath  redeemed. 

IV.  Who  are  redeemed  ?■  He  hath  redeemed  us 

from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curfe 
for  us. 


I.  What  is  the  curfe  of  the  law ,  which  believers 
are  by  Chrift  redeemed  from  ?  To  this  I  anfwer, 

1.  Believers  are  redeemed  from  the  fentence  of 
condemnation,  which  as  finners  they  are  liable  to, 
and  are  under  in  their  unjuftified  ftate.  There  is 
therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in 
Cb>ift  Jefus,  Rom.  viiu  1.  There  is  not  a  man 
or  woman  prefent,  but  confidered  as  in  Adam  their 
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firft  root,  and  covenant  head,  they  lie  under  the 
fentence  of  condemnation.  All  of  us  are  feparated 
from  God,  by  our  fall  in  him  ;  Rom.  iii.  23.  For 
all  have  finned ,  and  come  fort  of  the  glory  of  God. 
That  is  the  firft  branch  of  the  curfe ;  Adam  fell 
under  it  as  foon  as  ever  he  had  finned.  Dying  thou 
fait  die,  Gen.  ii.  17.  Many  other  things  appertain 
to  the  curfe,  but  this  is  the  main,  and  principal  of 
all.  Spiritual  death  feized  him  at  once,  he  was  in 
a  ftate  of  alienation  from  God.  1  heard  thy  voice, 
fays  he,  in  the  garden,  and  1  was  afraid,  lecaufe  1 
was  naked,  and  I  hid  myfelf,  chap.  iii.  10.  Sin  and 
guilt,  fhame  and  fear  go  together.  A  man  is  dead 
in  law,  when  the  fentence  of  death  is  pafied  on  him  ; 
though  he  may  live,  it  may  be,  many  months,  or 
years  afterwards.  The  law  has  in  it,  firft,  a  com¬ 
mand,  next  a  promife,  then  a  threatening  or  curfe. 
If  thou  dofi  well ,  fait  thou  not  he  accepted?  thou 
fhalt  live  in  the  things  thou  doft :  but  if  thou  dofi 
ill,  fin  lieth  at  thy  door ;  the  law  condemns  and 
curfes  thee.  O !  that  poor  finners  did  but  fee  their 
mifery  in  a  Chriftlefs  ftate.  fibey  that  are  under  the 
law,  are  under  the  curfe  ;  which  believers  in  Chrift: 
are  redeemed  from. 

2.  Believers  in  Chrift  are  delivered  from  the 
wrath  and  vengeance  of  God,  which  is  confequentiai 
upon  this  curfe.  We  read  of  the  fecond  death , 
Rev.  ii.  11.  which  confifts  in  the  deftruction  of  foul 
and  body  in  hell ;  this  is  a  part  of  the  law’s  curfe,  of 
which  death  natural  is  fcarce  the  lhadow  :  there¬ 
fore  it  is  with  a  Depart,  ye  curfed.  Matt.  xxv.  4;. 
This  is  what  the  law  renders  as  the  wages  of  fin, 
Rom.  ii.  8,  9.  Alas !  what  are  all  the  trials  in  life, 
yea,  what  is  death  itfelf,  if  compared  with  the 
wrath  of  an  holy  and  an  angry  God,  that  is  to  be 
endured  everlaftingly  afterwards,  2  Theff.  i.  9.  O 
think,  what  a  fearful  thing  it  is  to  fall  into  the  bands 
of  the  living  God!  Tophet  is  ordained  of  old,  &c. 
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Ifai.  xxx.  33.  Forbearance  is  no  remiflion  •,  wrath 
is  treafured  up,  , when  it  is  not  poured  forth.  Every 
fin  thou  committeft,  every  idle  word,  adds  to  the 
treafure  of  God’s  wrath  againft  thee  another  day. 
Thy  very  blefiings,  fin  turns  into  curfes.  The 
curie  of  the  law  will  be  wholly  executed  hereafter. 
This  curfe  believers  are  redeemed  from,  which 
leads,  '  ' 

II.  To  confider.  How,  or  by  what  means  this 
redemption  is  obtained.  The  text  fays,  Chrift  took 
away  the  curfe  of  the  law  from  us,  by  taking  it 
Upon  himfelf,  Christ  hath  redeemed  us,  &c.  The  word 
fignifies  to  buy  out ,  as  one  does  a  thing  which  he 
gives  the  full  price  and  value  of.  Thus  Abraham  is 
faid,  in  the  purchafe  he  made  of  a  burying-place 
for  his  beloved  Sarah,  to  have  weighed  to  Ephron 
the  filver  which  he  had  named  in  the  audience  of 
the  fons  of  Heth,  four  hundred  fhekels  of  filver,  cur¬ 
rent  money  with  the  merchant,  Gen.  xxiii.  16.  The 
fatisfa&ion  Chrift  made  to  juftice  was  full  and  com- 
pleat,  every  way  proportionable  to  the  wrong  which 
the  finner  had  done  •,  current  money,  fuch  as  neither 
law  nor  juftice  could  refufe  ;  Chrift  hath  redeemed  us 
from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us. 

Two  things  are  to  be  confidered  by  us  here. 

1.  That  Chrift  endured  the  very  curfe  which  the 
law  denounced  againft  the  finner.  And, 

2.  That  in  his  enduring  the  curfe,  he  acfted  as 
the  finner’s  furety,  putting  himfelf  in  the  Tinner’s 
room  and  ftead. 

1.  In  this  humbled  ftate  Chrift  endured  the  very 
curfe,  which  the  law  denounced  againft  the  finner, 
being  made  a  curfe  for  us.  He  was  firft  made  fin, 
then  a  curfe,  2  Cor.  v.  21.  From  the  cradle  to  the 
crofs  he  was  a  man  of  forrcws,  and  acquainted  with 
vrief-,  numbred  with  the  tranfgrcffors  •,  counted  a  de¬ 
ceiver,  a  finner,  a  devil,  from  the  very  firft  of  his 
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publick  appearance  among  men  :  Yea,  neither  did 
his  brethren  or  kinsfolks  believe  in  him.  He  is,  faith 
the  prophet,  defpifed  and  rejected  of  men ,  Ifa.  liii.  3. 
A  worm,  and  no  man,  Pfal.  xxii.  6.  The  curfe  he  is 
faid  to  be  made,  in  our  text,  is  not  the  curfe  of 
the  judicial  law,  merely  according  to  which  a  ma¬ 
lefactor  was  after  his  ftoning  to  be  hanged  on  a 
tree  ;  but  it  is  the  curfe  of  the  moral  law.  That 
punifhment  feems  defigned  on  purpofe  to  reprefent 
the  blefled  Jefus  as  accurfed  of  men,  and  accurfed 
of  God.  He  hangs  between  heaven  and  earth,  as 
unworthy  of  either.  The  Father  poured  into  that 
cup  whereof  he  drank,  all  the  vengeance  and  wrath 
which  was  due  to  our  fins :  It  fleafed  the  Lord  to 
bruife  him.  It  is  an  expreffive  paffage,  Pfal.  cx.  7. 
He  Jhall  drink  of  the  brcok  in  the  way.  It  was  the 
brook  Cedrcn,  over  which  Chrift  paffed,  in  order 
to  his  beginning  his  conflict  in  the  garden.  Into 
this  brook  all  the  uncleannefs  and  filth  of  the  temple 
was  caft;  this  was  alfo  the  common  receiver  of 
thofe  accurfed  things  which  the  good  kings  of 
Jfrael  deftroyed.  Doth  it  not  fweetly  fuggeft  to 
thy  thoughts,  that  all  thy  guilt  and  defilement  was 
emptied  upon  Chrift  ?  All  thy  curies  light  upon 
him  ?  He  made  a  way  through  that  torrent  of 
wrath  and  curfes,  which  would  have  everlaftinojy 
feparated  between  thee  and  glory  ?  He  was  made 
thy  curfe.  W  hy  elfe  do  we  hear  the  fword  of  juftice 
laid  under  an  exprefs  command,  to  awake  and  finite 
him  .  Why  is  his  foul  troubled  and  fore  amazed  ? 
The  fire  of  God’s  wrath  forces  great  drops  of  blood 
from  him  in  a  cold  night,  which  fall  in  clots  to  the 
ground  Luke  xxii.  44.  Could  David  fay.  Tea, 
though  1  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  Jhadow  of 
death,  l  will  fear  none  evil  ;  and  doth  the  dear  and 
only  Son  of  God  die  under  amazement  ?  He  that 
never  faw  a  fiown  on  his  Father’s  face  before,  com¬ 
plains  now  that  he  is  forfaken  of  him  ;  My  Cod , 
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my  God)  wJoy  haft  thou  for faken  me?  Paul  glories  in 
the  fulfering  of  the  crofs  *  Chrift  bows  and  groans, 
yea*  he  roars  under  his.  Why  art  thou  fo  far  from 
the  voice  of  my  roaring?  PfaL  xxii.  i.  Whence,  O 
whence  is  this,  that  the  head  dies  in  diftrefs,  while 
the  members  die  in  triumph  ?  Chrift’s  foul  is  full 
of  horror  and  darknefs,  trembling  and  aftonifhment, 
when  many  of  them  have  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourn¬ 
ing,  and  the  garments  of  praife  for  the  fpirit  of 
heavinefs  ?  The  caufe  of  all  you  have  in  the  text, 
Chrift  in  redeeming  thee  from  the  curfe  of  the  law, 
was  made  a  curfe  for  thee.  'The  chajlifement  of  thy 
peace  was  upon  him.  There  was  no  need  the  dear 
Redeemer  fhould  go  down  into  hell,  to  fufter  the 
punifhment  of  the  damned  there.  The  avenging 
wrath  of  God  feized  him,  and  he  endured  it  here  : 
Here,  even  here  on  earth,  when  he  hung  on  the 
accurfed  tree,  the  for  rows  of  death  compajfed  him , 
and  the  pains  of  hell  gat  hold  upon  him  :  The  crown 
of  thorns  which  he  wore  without,  was  a  badge  of 
that  curfe  of  the  law,  and  that  weight  of  wrath  he 
endured  within.  Chrift  endured  that  very  curfe  of 
the  law,  which  was  denounced  againft  the  finner. 
The  punifhment  of  lofs  and  fenfe,  he  fuffered  at 
one  and  the  fame  time. 

2.  In  his  enduring  this  curfe,  he  afted  as  furety 
and  fubftitute  for  the  finner.  Thou  contra&edft  the 
debt,  thy  Redeemer  paid  it.  Thou  committedft 
the  fin,  thy  Redeemer  endured  the  curfe.  He  re¬ 
fer  ed  that  which  he  rock  not  away,  Pfal.  lxix.  4. 
Chrift  knew  no  fin  of  his  own,  though  he  vras  made 
fin  for  thee.  In  his  own  perfon  he  was  the  juft,  the 
holy  one  of  God,  the  beloved  of  the  Father.  There 
was  of  old  a  transferring  of  fin  and  guilt  upon  the 
facrifice,  by  the  offender’s  laying  his  hand  upon  the 
head  of  the  beaft  that  was  to  be  flain.  It  is  out  of 
the  creature’s  power  to  lay  fin  upon  another;  the 
foul  that  finneth  it  pall  die :  But  it  is  not  befides 
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the  right  and  prerogative  of  God,  the  great  law* 
giver,  to  accept  a  ranfom  •,  provided  the  glory  of 
his  holy  lav/,  and  the  rights  of  his  juftice  can  be 
fecured  by  his  fo  doing.  Herein  God  commendeth 
his  love  to  finnerS  ;  herein  he  hath  alfo  declared  his 
righteoufnefs.  The  law  is  fo  honoured,  juftice  fo 
fatisfied  with  the  fureti (hip-performances  of  our 
great  Mediator,  glory  fo  redudannt  to  the  whole 
name  of  God,  his  juftice,  holinefs,  and  truth,  as 
well  as  his  pity,  grace,  and  mercy,  as  could  not 
have  been  in  any  other  way  whatever.  Chrift  ac¬ 
cepted  our  names  with  all  our  guilt  in  the  everlaft- 
ing  covenant,  and  confented  to  bring  in  for  us 
everlafting  righteoufnefs ;  I  will  befurety  for  them, 
at  my  hands  (halt  thou  require  them.  Hence  the 
law  difcharges  the  principal  debtor,  and  comes  upon 
the  furety.  Sinners  are  wholly  infolvent;  but  our 
Redeemer  is  mighty;  all  the  riches  of  heaven  are 
laid  up  in  him.  He  acted  in  all  he  did  and  buf¬ 
fered  in  our  name;  how  elfe  could  any  curfe  light 
upon  him  ?  He  was  made  under  the  law  to  redeem 
them  that  are  under  the  law.  He  never  broke  the 
law,  therefore  lay  under  no  obligation  to  fatisfy  it ; 
but  upon  his  own  voluntary  confent,  to  anfwer  for 
crimes  which  we  had  done.  For  us,  is  in  our  room 
and  Head,  as  we  read,  an  eye  for  an  eye,  a  tooth 
for  a  tooth.  Chrift  obeyed,  and  buffered,  not  only 
lor  our  good,  but  in  our  ftead  :  as  our  Redeemer 
and  Surety,  in  obedience  to  the  law’s  commands,  ; 
he  fulfilled  ail  righteoufnefs,  and  bore  all  the  curfe# 
which  the  law  threatens,  That  we  might  receive  the 
adoption  of  fons ,  Gal.  iv.  5.  But  I  pafs  on  to  con- 
iiuen, 

III.  Who  this  great  and  glorious  Redeemer  is. 
Chrift  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law. 

Two  things  are  intimated  to  us  here  ; 

1.  That  as  to  the  Redeemer’s  perfon,  he  is  God- 
man.  Chrift  includes  them  both.  He  is  a  man 
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that  he  may  have  fomewhat  to  offer  •,  as  God,  he 
could  neither  obey  nor  fufl’er  ;  he  is  God,  that  he 
may  give  an  efficacy,  an  infinite  value  to  his  obe¬ 
dience  and  fufferings.  The  Redeemer  of  old  was 
to  be  the  near  kinfman  of  the  redeemed  :  I  am  the 
near  kinfman,  fays  Boaz,  Ruth  iii.  12.  Howbeit, 
there  is  a  kinfman  nearer  than  he.  Our  bleffed  Re¬ 
deemer  is  next  of  kin  to  us,  Forafmuch,  as  the  chil¬ 
dren  are  partakers  of  fiejh  and  bloody  he  alfo  himfelf 
likewife  took  part  of  the  fame ,  Heb.  ii.  14.  God  in 
our  nature.  Without  controverfy  great  is  the  myfiery 
of  godlinefs,  God  was  manifeft  in  the  flefh.  The 
wrath  and  curfe'of  God,  who  can  bear,  fo  as 
not  to  fink  under  it,  but  God  only  ?  The  fword  of 
juftice  muff  have  been  fmiting  and  fmiting  forever, 
had  it  fell  upon  any  other,  fave  the  man  God’s  fel¬ 
low.  Pie  (hall  fw allow  up  fin  and  death,  and  be  the 
deftrudtion  of  hell  itfelf ;  Why  ?  Becaule  he  is  the 
Lord  of  life  and  glory,  God  equal  with  the  Father : 
3 'he  Lord  faid  unto  my  Lord,  Sit  thou  at  my  right  hand , 
Pfal.  cx.  1  —  7.  Hence  he  is  mighty  to  fave,  and 
the  church  triumphs  in  him  under  all  the  challenges 
of  law  and  juftice,  Rom.  viii.  33.  Who  is  he  that 
condemneth,  it  is  Chrijl  that  died.  God  pui  chafed 
the  Church  with  his  own  blood.  Part  with  that 
article  of  your  creed,  and  you  fell  your  lalvation. 
If  Chrift  be  not  the  great  Jehovah,  the  only  living 
and  true  God,  your  faith  is  vain,  your  hope  is  vain , 
ye  are  yet  in  your  Jins.  The  curie  remains  to  be  en¬ 
dured,  and  it  is  fo  heavy,  that  it  will  link  the  nobleft 
creatures  God  ever  made  under  darknefs,  defpair 

and  wrath,  to  all  eternity.. 

2.  As  to  his  office  and  work,  he  was  fet  apart 
thereto  by  the  Father.  The  word  dignifies,  that  he 
was  anointed  to  his  redemption-work,  as  kings,  and 
priefts,  and  prophets,  were  anointed  to  their  work 
of  old.  God  called  him  to  it,  and  prepared  bi  n 

for  it.  All  the  obedience  and  fufferings  of  Chrift, 
,  •  .  '  '  though 
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though  he  was  God,  would  have  been  of  no  avail 
for  the  falvation  of  fallen  finnefs,  had  not  the  Fa¬ 
ther  authorized  him  by  covenant  to  be  their  iurety, 
and  fubftitute,  to  a £t  in  their  perfons,  and  names, 
in  time.  I  have  made  a  covenant  with  my  chofen, 
Pfal.  lxxxix.  3.  The  imputation  of  our  fins  to 
Chrift,  and  his  righteoufnefs  to  us,  depend  upon 
this  bleffed  and  ordered  covenant.  Lo ,  I  come  ; 
fays  Chrift  in  eternity,  and  he  fpeaks  the  fame  in 
time,  but  it  is  to  do  thy  will)  0  God  to  engage  in 
that  lervice  to  which  thou  haft  appointed  me. 
His  call  to  this  work,  is  one  ground  of  his  accep¬ 
tance  in  it ;  redemption-work  is  not  a  thing  of 
yefterday  ;  the  thoughts,  purpofes,  and  covenant 
of  God,  were  concerned  about  it  from  everlafting.- 
I  was  fet  up  from  everlajling ,  from  the  beginning , 
Prov.  viii.  23.  And  when  the  mediator  came  into 
the  world,  the  Father  recognizes  his  call.  He 
brought  his  fir  ft- begotten  into  the  world,  and  faith. 
Let  all  the  angels  of  God  worjhip  him .  God  girded 
him  for  his  fervice  in  the  hotteft  inftances  of  it, 
and  gave  the  Spirit  to  fuftain  human  nature  in  it, 
not  by  meafure.  It  remains,  that  I  offer  a  word 
or  two  on  the  laft  general. 

IV.  Who  are  the  redeemed?  Chrift  hath  re¬ 
deemed  us  from  the  law.  ' 

Two  things  are  implied  in  that. 

1.  That  the  deft,  as  well  as  others,  by  nature 
are  unaer  the  curfe.  The  us  here  fpoken  of,  are 
confidered,  firft,  as  finners,  then  as  believers,  ver. 
9.  They  which  be  of  faith  are  bleffed  with  faithful 
Abraham .  Paul  takes  himfelf  in,  as  well  as  the 
believing,  though  deceived  Galatians .  Chrift  hath 
redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law  ;  therefore 
we  are  alike  under  the  curfe,  children  of  wrath, 
even  as  others.  We  come  into  the  world  under 
the  covenant  of  works,  which  is  a  covenant  of  con¬ 
demnation  1  for  all  have  finned,  and  come  fiiortof 
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the  glory  of  God.  Every  natural  man,  as  fuch,  is  in 
the  flefh,  and  before  he  can  be  in  the  fpirit,  the  law 
is  fent  to  convince  of  fin,  and  to  fhewhim  hs  con¬ 
demned,  abhorred  date  without  Chrift.  How  is 
this  confiftent  with  his  being  previoufly  delivered 
from  the  curfe,  as  though  electing  grace  had  let  him 
at  liberty  from  the  condemnation  of  an  holy  law  ? 

2.  It  is  faith  in  Chrift  as  a  furety,  which  gives  de¬ 
liverance  from  the  curfe  of  the  law ;  that  deliverance, 

I  mean,  which  is  the  foundation  of  my  prelent  peace, 
comfort,  and  accefs  to  God.  ‘The  juft  Jhall  live  by 
faith  5  we  feek  righteoufnefs  by  faith.  Faith  receives 
the  blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  pleads  it 
before  the  throne,  as  my  righteoufnefs.  A  gift  at  a 
diftance  will  do  no  good,  I  muft  draw  near  and 
apprehend  it,  and  receive  it.  Hence  believers  are 
reprefented  as  fled  for  refuge,  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope 
fet  before  them.  On  this  depends  our  pleadable  in- 
tereft  in  the  facrifice,  and  righteoufnefs  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer.  I  cannot  fay  Chrift  hath  redeemed  me  from 
the  curfe  of  the  law,  till  I  have  been  enabled  to 
accept  of  him,  and  truft  in  him  as  a  Redeemer. 
Right  to  falvation  depends  upon  Chrift’s  redeem¬ 
ing  from  the  curfe  of  the  law  j  right  to  claim  it, 
to^take  comfort  from  it,  depends  upon  our  faith  in 
this  bleffed  Redeemer. 

Inferences. 

i.  Hence  we  fee  why  Chrift  is  fo  fuitable  to  a 

poor,  convinced,  humble  finner.  It  is  becaufe  he  has 

Satisfied  all  the  demands,  and  born  the  whole  curfe 

of  a  broken  law:  Surely,  fhallonefay,  in  the  Lord 

have  I  righteoufnefs.  O  the  name,  the  precious 

name  of  Chrift !  it  is  an  ointment  poured  forth. 

Others  may  glory  in  riches,  wifdom,  honour,  things 

which  feem  to  have  fomew'nat  in  them  :  But  ajl 

his  glorying  is  in  Chrift  ;  of  him  are  ye.  in  Chrift. 

(s  That’s  my  all,  fays  the  poor  foul-,  here  is  all  I  need 
.  JiQff 
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for  time  and  eternity.  <The  Lord  is  my flrength,  and 
my  Jong ,  he  alfo  is  become  my  falvation ,  I  fa.  xii.  1.” 

2.  Hence  we  fee  what  a  blefling  the  gofpel  is. 
Chriji  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,,  there 
is  the  whole  gofpel  in  miniature  :  No  man  can  be 
faved  by  the  law ;  doing,  to  obtain  life,  is  quite  fhut 
out  of  the  queftion.  Soul !  canft  thou  fuffer  too? 
Canft  thou  bear  infinite  wrath  ?  Canft  thou  endure 
everlafting  burnings?  Whatavails  expeCting  life  from 
the  law’s  commands,  unlefs  there  is  a  way  found  out 
for  redemption  from  its  curfe.  It  is  the  gofpel  which 
brings  news  of  Chrift,  pardon,  falvation.  The  law 
is  not  of  faith ;  it  fpeaks  not  one  fy liable  but  of  do¬ 
ing  ;  is  ever  commanding,  and  curfing.  Olfweet 
doctrine  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift  !  Who  that  knows 
himfelf  will  not  glory  in  it  continually  ?  1  am  not 
af earned  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift ,  &c. 

3.  Has  Chrift  redeemed  from  the  curfe  of  the  law  ? 
comfort  thyfelf,  poor  foul,  he  will  redeem  from  the 
power  of  fin  and  death.  Sin  Jhall  not  have  dominion 
over  you,  for  ye  are  not  under  the  law ,  but  under  grace. 

4.  Is  the  law  fatisfied  ?  it  cannot  condemn.  God 
is  juft  to  forgive  us  our  fins.  The  price,  the  full  price 
is  paid  and  received.  Death  has  loft  its  fting,  1  Cor. 
xv.  5 6.  the  grave  its  power,  afflictions  by  the  way 
all  their  bitternefs,  fince  Chrift  hath  redeemed  thee 
from  the  curfe  of  the  law.  Once  more, 

5.  Live  to  him  who  is  thy  glorious  Redeemer. 
Take  his  yoke  upon  thee  ;  let  none  of  his  commands 
be  grievous^,  aft  out  of  love  to  Chrift  in  all  you  do ; 
abhor  the  fin  he  hates ;  think  what  it  coft  him  to 
deliver  you  from  wrath,  and  let  this  fet  you  at  the 
greateft  enmity  againft  all  fin.  Ye  are  bought  with  a 
price,  therefore  glorify  God  in  your  body ,  and  in  your 
fpirit ,  which  are  his ,  &c. 
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glory. 


Psal.  cvii.  7. 

And  he.  led  them  forth  by  the  right  way ,  that 
they  might  go  to  a  city  of  habitation. 


words,  if  you  confider  them  in 
their  connexion  with  the  context,  are  a 
beautiful  defcription  of  the  goodnefs,  care,  and 
loving  kindnefs,  which  God  manifefted  towards 
the  people  of  Ijrael ,  in  their  paffage  through  the. 
wildernds,  unto  the  land  of  Canaan:  But  we  have 
fufficient  warrant  to  apply  them  to  the  particular 
circumftances  and  condition  of  every  true  believer. 
This  prefent  evi!  world  is  more  than  once  com¬ 
pared  to  a  wildernefs  and  a  variety  of  inftances 
might  be  produced,  wherein  the  land  of  Canaan 
is  fpojken  of,  as  typical  of  that  reft  which  remain- 
eih  for  all  the  people  of  God.  Taking  the  words 
thm,  in  this  fenfe,  I  fhall  confider  them  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  method. 

S  LI  fhall 


■  , 


I.  I  fhall  confider  the  happy  place  to  which  every 
true  believer  is  taking  his  journey.  This  is  ftiled 
a  city  of  habitation . 

II.  Confider  the  intermediate  fpace,  through 

which  he  is  to  pafs,  in  his  way  thitherward.  This 
is  reprefented  in  the  4th  verfe  to  be  a  wildernejs  a 
folitary  way.  ^  * 

III.  Shew,  that  herein  God  leads  his  people,  by 
the  right  way  that  they  may  go  to  this  city  of  habi¬ 
tation. 

IV.  Conclude  with  fome  remarks. 

I.  I  am  to  confider  that  happy  place,  which 
every  true  believer  is  taking  his  journey  to.  This 
is  ftiled  a  city  of  habitation.  The  chriftian  is  a 
fojourner  in  this  prefent  evil  world,  as  the  children 
of  Ifrael  were  in  the  land  of  Egypt :  We  have  here 
no  continuing  city  ;  this  is  not  our  reft ;  it  is  pollut¬ 
ed  :  it  is  not  an  inheritance  befitting  the  great  God 
to  beftow  upon  the  veffels  of  mercy,  his  chofen 
Tons :  It  is  not  a  place  worthy  of  them,  whom  the 
king  of  glory  delighteth  to  honour.  The  apoftle 
obferves,  Heb.  xi.  16.  They  defire  a  letter  country , 
that  is ,  an  heavenly  \  and  God,  for  this  very  reafon, 
is  not  afhamed  to  be  called  their  God,  becaufe  he 
hath  prepared  fuch  an  one  for  them  an  inheritance 
incorruptible ,  undefiled ,  and  that  fadeth  not  away , 
1  Pet.  i.  4.  Worthy  the  relation  which  he  ftands  in 
to  them,  as  their  God  and  Father,  their  portion, 
and  exceeding  great  reward. 

A  rational  appetite  can  acquiefce  in  nothing  lefs 
than  an  objedl,  which  is  full  of  real  and  durable 
goodnefs ;  neither  can  any  one  enjoy  true  happincfs, 
before  he  is  in  the  pofleffion  of  this  invaluable  blef- 
fing.  For  this  reafon,  nothing  here  can  fatisfy  our 
appetites-,  nothing  can  be  fully  com  men  fu  rate  to  our 
defires  on  this  fide  the  grave.  All  creature-com- 

L  4  forts 

"V 

V  * 


1 6  8  Prefent  difpenfatlom  Ser.  XIV. 

forts  are  only  citterns,  yea  broken  and  leaky  cijlerns , 
that  can  hold  no  water  •,  thefe  can  therefore  never 
yield  us  the  Wetted nefs  we  need.  On  this  fide  Jor¬ 
dan,  we  dwell  only  in  tents  and  tabernacles,  which 
are  in  perpetual  motion  from  one  place  to  another, 
nor  can  this  whole  world  afford  us  a  place  of  fettled 
rett,  a  city  of  habitation. 

Moreover,  when  we  are  led  to  the  rock  that  is 
higher  than  we,  and  are  enabled  to  lay  hold  on  him 
■who  has  promifed,  that  thole  that  love  him  (hall  in¬ 
herit  fubftance;  our  faith  is  foweak,  and  the  power 
of  unbelief  fo  exceeding  prevalent,  that  we  foon 
lole  our  hold  of  him,  and  our  feet  wander  upon  the 
dark  mountains :  our  beft  frames  are  very  uncertain 
and  precarious  •,  our  faith,  that  heaven-born  grace, 
how  frequently  are  its  adtings  and  exercife  impeded, 
by  the  contrary  principle  of  unbelief,  which  dwel- 
leth  in  us  ?  how  often  do  we  hear  the  mod  ferious 
and  humble  chriftian,  lamenting  that  it  is  not  with 
him  as  it  was  in  months  paft,  when  the  candle  of 
the  Lord  fhined  upon  his  tabernacle;  and  fometimes 
complaining  with  the  Prophet,  Lam.  iii.  1,  2.  Iam 
the  man  that  bavefeen  affiiSionby  the  rod  of  his  wrath ; 
he  hath  led  me,  and  brought  me  into  darknefs ,  but  not 
into  light.  And  when  this  principle  of  faith,  by 
which  we  walk  in  our  abfent  ftate,  is  deduced  into 
the  moil  lively  adtings,  and  moft  vigorous  exercife, 
it  takes  in  but  afmall  degree  of  the  beauty  and 
excellency  of  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs,  and  but 
little  of  the  glory  of  our  future  inheritance :  Where¬ 
fore  thofe  that  live  mod  heavenly  in  this  prefent 
evil  world,  confefs  themfelves.  to  be  but  ftrangers, 
and  pilgrims  upon  the  earth:  they  cannot  truft  in 
their  prelent  frames,  nor  reft  in  their  prefent  attain¬ 
ments,  but  defire  to  be  forgeting  the  things  that 
are  behind,  and  are  reaching  forth  unto  thofe  things 
which  are  before ,  where  Chrijlfittetb  at  the  right  hand 
of  God,  Phil.  iii.  13- 
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There  is  always  fomething  wanting,  to  render 
our  happinefs  perfedt,  and  our  befifednefs  com- 
pleat  •,  till  we  are  introduced  into  his  prefence , 
where  there  is  fulnefs  of  joy ,  and  are  fet  down  at  his 
rifht  hand ,  where  there  are  pleafures  for  evermore , 
Pial.xvi.  it. 

And  blefied  be  God,  there  is  prepared  for  us  a 
better  world,  wherein  dwells  righteoufnefs :  Chrift 
Jefus  by  his  death,  has  not  only  procured  for  us  a 
freedom  from  condemnation,  but  a  right,  and  title 
likewife,  to  the  inheritance  of  fons.  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther  has  tranflated  us  out  of  the  kingdom  of  dark- 
nefs,  brought  us  into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son, 
and  hath  given  us  his  Spirit,  as  the  earned  of  our 
inheritance,  until  the  redemption  of  the  purchafed 
poffejfwn,  unto  the  praife  of  his  glory ,  Eph.  i.  14. 
This  was  fettled  upon  us  from  everlafting ;  for  this 
we  were  born  in  time,  and  for  it  are  we  in  this  life 
prepared  •,  and  when  we  have  ferved  ourgeneration- 
work  by  the  will  of  God,  we  (hall  be  received  into 
it,  where  we  (hall  ever  be  with  the  lord,  and  ferve 
him  day  and  night  in  his  temple.  Thither,  as  our 
forerunner,  Chrift  Jefus  is  for  us  entered  ;  and 
where  he  is,  there  (hall  alfo  his  fervants  be ;  the 
members  never  lhall,  indeed  they  never  can  be  fe- 
parated  from  their  glorious  head  •,  where  he  is,  they 
muft  be  alfo.  Nor  can  we  for  this  reafon  be  in  any 
danger  of  having  our  hopes  difappointed,  or  our 
right  and  title  to  this  inheritance  loft,  while  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  our  falvation  has  engaged,  not  only  to  con¬ 
duct  us  through  this  vale  of  tears,  but  to  introduce, 
and  fet  us  down  in  this  heavenly  blefiednefs*,  that 
reft  which  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God. 

Fully  to  fpeak  the  blefiednefs,  or  tell  the  glory 
of  this  city  of  habitation,  is  a  work  that  infinitely 
exceeds  the  capacity  and  comprehenfion  of  thofe 
that  dwell  in  houfes  of  clay.  We  muft  enter  with¬ 
in  the  gates  of  the  new  Jerufakm,  and  tafte  the 

plea- 
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pleafures  of  the  heavenly  ftate,  before  we  can  fpeak 
the  gipries  of  it,  or  even  conceive  how  great  they 
ate*  It  doth  not  yet  appear,  what  our  inheritance 
is,  or  what  we  fhall  be  when  we  come  there.  The 
Holy  Ghoft  makes  ufe  of  various  fimilies  taken  from 
fenfible  objeds,  to  defcribe  this  heavenly  bleflednefs 
by  :  and  though  they  are  but  faint  emblems,  and 
give  us  only  a  fhadowy  reprefentation  of  the  glory 
of  the  New  JeruJalem ,  yet  are  they  mod  pleafant  and 
delightful.  How  great  a  iansfadion  does  it  afford, 
to  the  weary  pilgrim,  or  the  man  that  has  borne  the 
burden  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  to  hear  of  a  reft,  to 
which  he  (ball  foon  arrive  ?  a  city  of  habitation, 
where  he  fhall  for  ever  dwell  ?  a  crown  of  glory 
which  he  fliall  ever  wear?  an  inheritance  ino.  rrup- 
tible,  undefiled,  and  that  fadecn  not  away,  which 
he  fhall  eternally  poffels  ?  And  this  is  the  lot  not 
only  of  fome,  but  of  all  God’s  children  *,  t.  ey  (hall 
not  always  be  toffcd  with  tempefts  and  not  com¬ 
forted,  nor  groan  in  this  prefnt  tabernacle  being 
burdened  :  the  time  cometh  nay  it  is  even  now  at 
the  doors,  when  the  earthly  houfe  of  this  our  taber¬ 
nacle  fhall  be  diflblved,  and  we  fhall  be  brought  to 
the  building  or  God,  and  receive  a  place  m  that 
houfe,  which  is  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens,  2  Cor.  v.  1.  I  here  fhall  we  be  delivered 
from  all  our  enemies,  and  get  rid  of  all  theft  fears 
which  attend  us  in  our  prefent  ftate.  Theft  arc  the y 
which  came  out  of  great  tribulation ,  and  have  w  yly  : 
their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb *  Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  God , 
and  ferve  him  day  and  night  in  hie  temple  ;  and  he  that 
fjtetb  on  the  throne  fhall  dwell  among  them .  They 
fhall  hunger  no  more ,  neither  thirft  any  more ,  ; neither 
fhall  the  fun  light  on  them ,  nor  any  heat .  For  the 
Lamb  which  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne ,  fhall  feed 
them,  and  fhall  lead  them  unto  living  fountains  of  wa¬ 
ters  i  and  God  fhall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their 
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eyes ,  Rev.  vii.  14,  15,  16,  17.  This  is  the  city  of 
habitation. 

But  this  leads  us  to  confider, 

t  A 

II.  The  account  we  have  of  the  intermediate 
fpace,  through  which  the  believer  is  to  pafs,  in  his 
way  to  this  city  of  habitation.  And  this  is  (tiled 
in  ver.  4.  (to  which  our  text  refers)  a  wilder- 
nef,  a  folitary  way.  1 They  wandered  in  the  wildernefs 
in  a  fo  lit  ary  way ;  they  found  no  city  to  dwell  in.  The 
way  to  the  New  Jerufalem  lies  through  the  prefent 
evil  world,  which  may  be  fitly  compared  to  a  wil¬ 
dernefs  in  the  following  refpeds. 

1.  This  prefent  world  is  a  (late  of  diftance,  and 
in  this  refpedt  it  may  be  fitly  compared  to  a  wilder¬ 
nefs.  We  are  here  a  great  way  off  from  our  Father’s 
houfe,  and  fometimes  from  our  Father’s  company 
too.  We  walk  here  by  faith ,  and  not  by  fight •,  and 
not  only  fo,  but  we  often  loie  the  fenfible  actings  of 
our  faith.  How  often  are  we  feized  with  a  fpiritual 
languor  and  deadnefs,  as  though  we  were  wholly 
indifferent  whether  we  enjoy  communion  withChrift 
or  no  ?  Flow  often  do  we  let  down  our  guard,  and 
walk  like  men  thoughtlefs  of  the  bleffings  we  have 
received  from  God,  and  the  obligations  we  are  un¬ 
der  to  him  ?  and  at  other  times,  how  often,  with 
the  children  of  Ifrae! ,  do  we  doubt  the  faithfulnefs, 
difpute  the  power,  and  call  in  queftion  the  lovin°-- 
kindnefs  of  the  Lord  ?  By  thefe  means  we  grieve 
the  holy  Spirit,  and  caufe  our  God  and  Father  to 
vail  his  countenance,  and  hide  his  face  in  thick 
darknefs  ;  he  refufes  to  fay  unto  our  fouls,  lam  thy 
falvation  -,  or  to  fhew  us  the  lead  glimpfe  of  his 
glory.  Then  all  things  are  black  and  difmal  in 
their  appearances  towards  us,  and  we  lofe  the  peace 
we  before  enjoyed.  What  then  can  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  his  departure  from  us,  but  a  reftlefs  and 
uneafy,  a  dark  and  benighted  frame  of  fpirit !  So 

long 
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long  as  we  lofe  our  God,  we  muft  alway  be  unfet- 
tled  and  unhinged  ;  while  he  is  at  a  diftance  from 
us,  we  can  never  find  peace  and  reft  to  our  fouls. 
The  throne  of  grace,  that  peculiar  privilege  of  the 
true  believer,  we  can  never  exercife  a  holy  liberty 
and  boldnefs  at,  whilft  he  is  withdrawn  ;  the  inti¬ 
macy  drops,  our  communion  ceafes,  fear  and  fhame 
attend  us,  when  we  are  confcious  to  ourfelves  that 
we  have  offended  our  God.  We  then  look  for  peace, 
but  lo  it  is  far  from  us,  and  defire  comfort,  but  we 
cannot  behold  it.  How  fad  and  melancholy  feafons 
thefe  are,  every  true  believer  can  bear  witnefs*,  thus 
he  walks  in  darknefs  and  diftance,  till  the  Father  of 
mercies  and  the  God  of  all  comfort  is  pleafed  to 
unvail  his  face,  and  give  a  frefh  difcovery  of  his  for¬ 
giving  love  and  grace  through  Jefus  the  mediator; 
he  is  the  fpring,  the  fountain  of  all  our  bleffednefs, 
and  from  him  all  our  fruit  is  found.  Our  prefent 
ftate  is  a  wildernefs,  as  it  is  a  place  of  diftance. 

2.  This  prefent  world  through  which  we  are  paf- 
fing,  may  be  juftly  ftiled  a  wildernefs ,  as  it  is  a  fo- 
litary  and  barren  way.  It  is  a  lonely  and  folitary 
way  which  we  are  travelling  in  ;  the  path  is  ftrait 
and  narrow,  and  few  there  are  that  walk  therein. 
The  world  is  no  more  our  friend  than  it  is  our  home  ; 
the  true  chrifrian,  therefore,  who  is  born  from  above, 
whofe  convention  is  in  heaven,  and  who  is  daily 
travelling  thitherward,  is  the  objeCt  of  their  malice 
and  envy,  or  elfe  the  fubjeft  of  their  banter  and 
ridicule  among  whom  he  converfes.  The  foil  of 
this  prefent  evil  world  is  barren  and  unfruitful ;  it 
prefents  before  our  eyes  many  objects,  which  are 
an  hinderance  to  us  in  our  way  ;  but  it  is  entirely 
defart,  and  barren,  with  refpeCt  to  any  help  it  af¬ 
fords  us  in  our  progrefs.  It  produces  little  elfe 
than  briars  and  thorns,  which  have  a  tendency  only 
to  entangle  and  wound  the  feet  of  thofe  that  pafs 
through  it.  The  many  afflictions  with  which  the 
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people  of  God  are  exercifed  in  the  prefent  life,  are 
as  a  conftant  dog  to  the  wheels  of  their  fouls,  which 
makes  them  drag  on  very  heavily  ;  and  were  they 
not  fometimes  favoured  with  a  view  of  their  reft 
which  remains  for  them,  they  would  be  almoft 
ready  to  defpair  of  getting  fafe  out  of  this  vale  of 
tears,  which  they  have  therefore  too  great  occafion 
to  call  a  wafte  howling  wildernefs,  a  folitary  and 
barren  land. 

3.  This  prefent  world  through  which  we  are  paf- 
fing,  is  alfo  properly  compared  to  a  wildernefs,  as 
it  is  likewife  a  dangerous  way.  A  wildernefs  is  a 
place  not  only  barren,  and  unfrequented,  but  is  ge¬ 
nerally  full  of  pits  and  wild  beafts,  &c.  which  ren¬ 
der  it  exceeding  dangerous.  For  this  reafon  it  is 
ftiled  a  terrible  wildernefs ,  Deut.  viii.  15.  wherein 
are  fiery  ferpents  and  fcorpions ,  and  drought ;  where 
there  is  no  water .  We  are  called  to  pafs  through  an 
enemy’s  country  •,  this  world  is  very  much  under  the 
influence  of  our  greateft  and  mod  inveterate  enemy. 
The  devil  is  ftiled  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the 
air,  and  the  generality  of  this  world’s  inhabitants 
are  his  willing  (laves  and  vaflais.  Whilft  there¬ 
fore  we  are  pafling  through  his  territories,  he  will 
be  fure  to  gain  all  the  advantages  he  can  againft 
us.  No  fooner  do  we  inlift  ourfeives  under  the  ban¬ 
ner  of  Chrift  Jefus,  but  Satan  and  the  world  imme¬ 
diately  join  in  a  league  againft  us •,  as  though  they 
were  refolved  to  rob  the  Redeemer  of  his  fpoil,  and 
pluck  thofe  who  are  the  purchafe  of  his  blood,  out 
of  his  hands.  There  is  a  rooted  enmity  between  the 
feed  of  the  woman,  and  the  feed  of  the  ferpent. 
Satan  has  an  inveteracy  againft  every  one  that  bears 
the  image  of  Jefus,  like  a  roaring  lien  he  continually 
walketh  about  feekingwhorn  he  may  devour y  1  Pet.  v.  8. 
And  like  an  old  ierpent  he  conceals  his  wiles,  that 
he  may  get  the  greater  advantage  againft  ns.  We 
are,  in  this  life,  never  free  from  his  temptations ;  he 
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is  always  either  contriving  a  temptation  againft  us, 
or  prefenting  it  to  us.  And  that  we  do  not  oftener 
fall  into  the  fnares  which  he  lays  to  entrap  us,  is 
owing  to  the  care  and  vigilance  of  our  great  leader, 
and  the  grace  which  he  is  pleafed  to  communicate 
to  us  out  of  his  fulnefs. 

As  for  the  world  ;  the  lufi  of  the  fiefb,  the  lujl  of 
■the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life ,  how  prevalent  have 
thefe  been  to  draw  afide  the  believer  from  the  God 
and  guide  of  his  youth  !  thefe  Philiftines  are  often 
upon  us  before  we  are  aware  of  them,  and  there  is 
an  unbelieving  heart  always  within,  which  is  as 
conftant  fuel  to  the  fire  of  temptations  from  with¬ 
out.  So  that  were  not  God  pleafed  at  particular 
times  to  open  our  eyes,  and  let  us  fee,  that  they 
who  are  for  11%  are  more  than  they  which  are  againft 
us,  we  fhould  be  ready  to  conclude  againft  ourfdves, 
as  David  did,  I  floall  furely  one  day  perifh  by  the  hand 
of  Saul . 

On  thefe  accounts  the  prefen t  ftate  is  compared 
to  a  wildernefs,  which  is  the  intermediate  fpace 
over  which  we  muft  travel  to  the  city  of  habitation. 

We  wander  here  in  the  wildernefs ,  in  a  folitary  way, 
we  can  find  no  city  to  dwell  in ,  hungry  and  thirfty ,  our 
fouls  faint  within  us .  This  brings  us  to  the  third 
general ; 

III.  To  (hew,  that  herein  God  leads  his  people 
by  the  right  way,  to  the  city  of  habitation. 

The  people  of  God  are  every  one  of  them  near 
to  him  as  his  right  hand,  and  dear  to  him  as  the 
apple  of  his  eye.  His  love  was  from  everlafting 
fixed  upon  them,  and  therefore  his  care  and  loving- 
kindnefs  are  ever  exercifed  towards  them.  He  may 
bring  his  people  into  the  wildernefs,  but  he  cannot, 
in  confiftency  with  the  perfections  of  his  nature,  or 
the  promife  of  his  grace,  ever  leave  them  there. 
Thev  may,  and  often  do  feem  to  lofe  their  hold  ot 

him. 
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him,  but  he  never  does,  he  never  can  lofe  his  hold 
of  them.  For  the  Lord's  portion  is  his  people  \  Jacob 
is  the  lot  of  his  inheritance ,  he  found  him  in  a  defart 
land^  and  in  the  wafle  howling  wilder nefs :  he  led  him 
about ,  he  inf  rutted  him ,  he  kept  him  as  the  apple  of 
his  eye,  Deut.  xxxii.  9,  10.  There  is  no  getting  to 
Immanuel' s  land,  but  by  the  way  of  the  wildernefs; 
which  though  it  is  not  our  reft  itfelf,  yet  it  leads  us 
to  our  reft  *,  it  fits  and  prepares  us  for  it ;  and  the 
afflictions  which  we  meet  with  therein,  ferve  a!fo  to 
make  the  heavenly  bldTednefs  the  more  defirable 
now,  and  delightful  hereafter.  God  may  therefore 
often  lead  us  in  a  rough  and  unpleafant  way,  but 
he  always  leads  us  in  the  right  way.  Let  us  only 
take  a  view  of  three  particular  fealbns,  wherein  we 
are  mo  ft  apt  to  queftion  the  loving-kindnefs  of  our 
God,  and  we  may  by  them  determine  the  happy 
iflfue  of  all  the  reft.  As, 

1.  Let  us  begin  with  the  melancholy  ftate  and 
condition  of  thofe,  from  whom  God  hides  the  light 
of  his  countenance.  Thefe  are  often  ready  to  ob¬ 
ject  again  ft  themfelves,  that  they  fhall  never  fee  the 
goodnefs  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living.  Me- 
thinks  I  hear  them  complaining,  with  the  church 
of  old,  My  way  is  hid  from  the  Lord ,  and  my  judg¬ 
ment  is  pajfed from  my  God .  And  condemning  them¬ 
felves  for  hypocrites,  and  temporary  believers,  be- 
caufe  of  the  uncertainty  of  their  frames,  and  the 
unfruitful  nefs  of  their  lives.  They  are  for  the  pre- 
fent  bewildered,  as  thofe  that  have  loft  their  way. 
They  have  no  fenfibie  communion  with  Chrift,  no 
prelent  difeovery  of  the  love  of  God,  to  take  com- 
foit  in  1  and  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  often  make 
them  afraid.  But  notwithftanding  their  fears,  this 
is  the  right  way ,  wherein  God  leads  us  to  the  city  of 
habitation .  Were  the  reconciled  countenance  of 
a  covenant  God  and  Bather,  always  to  be  lift  upon 
us,  we  fhould  be  apt  to  prize  the  comforts  we  re- 

2  ceive 
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ceive  immediately  from  him,  more  than  the  glori¬ 
ous  perfon  who  was  the  purchafer  and  is  the  be* 
flower  of  them.  Were  he  never  to  hide  his  face, 
we  fhould  live  upon  the  ftreams  rather  than  the 
fountain  ;  we  fhould  be  too  ready  to  fay  with  the 
three  difciples.  Lord ,  it  is  good  for  Us  to  be  here  5 
without  preffing  after  any  farther  manifeftations  in 
a  better  world.  We  fhould  be  ready  to  make  a 
flop  at  the  banks  of  Jordan ,  or  at  lead,  we  fhould 
pafs  that  river  with  reluctance,  indifferent  in  our 
defires  after  what  remaineth  to  be  received  by  us, 
in  the  heavenly  world.  In  a  word,  God  is  pleafed 
to  give  us  at  fome  times  a  glimpfe  of  our  future 
glory,  that  he  may  excite  our  defires  after  the  far¬ 
ther  enjoyments  thereof*,  and  at  other  times  is 
pleafed  wifely  to  withhold  his  hand  in  this  refpect, 
that  we  may  be  willing,  when  he  calls  us,  to  depart , 
and  be  with  Chrift ,  which  is  far  better .  This  then, 
though  it  be  a  way  lefs  pleafant  to  us  to  walk  in,  is 
neverthelefs  the  right  way  to  the  place  where  our 
hearts  and  treafure  are  both  of  them  lodged  :  by 
this  means  we  are  made  to  long  after,  and  then  are 
led  to  the  city  of  habitation. 

The  fame  may  be  faid, 

2,  Concerning  the  various  outward  afflictions 
with  which  the  believer  is  exercifed.  They  are  all 
of  them,  let  them  arife  from  what  quarter  foever, 
ufeful  to  us,  and  neceffary  for  us.  God  never  fends 
an  affliction  to  us,  but  when  he  fees  it  needful  for 
us ;  and  he  never  removes  it  from  us,  before  it  has 
anfwered  the  end  for  which  he  at  firfl  fent  it.  Out¬ 
ward  afflictions  are  not  accidental  things  they  come 
not  by  chance,  but  are  fent  to  us  by  a  wife  and 
merciful  father,  who  caufes  tnem  to  anfwer  the 
end  for  which  he  fends  them.  By  them  we  are 
purged  from  our  drofs  and  tin  ;  grace  is  tried  and 
refilled  in  the  furnace  of  affliction,  and  they  who 

have  tailed  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  are  hereby 
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more  conformed  to  his  heavenly  image,  made  par¬ 
takers  of  his  holinefs,  Heb.  xii.  io.  and  more  pre¬ 
pared  for  his  heavenly  kingdom.  Afflictions  are  a 
furtherance  to  us  in  our  way  heavenward,  not  an 
hinderance  to  us ;  though  when  we  are  exercifed 
therewith  we  often  conclude  ourfelves  to  be  in  a  de- 
fert  and  defolate  land.  We  muft  be  firft  of  all  pre¬ 
pared  for  glory,  before  we  can,  in  confiftency  with 
the  perfections  of  our  God,  be  received  into  it :  and 
this  is  the  end,  and  proves  the  blefFed  ilfue  of  our 
prefent  afflictions,  2  Cor.  iv.  17.  Hereby  then  it 
further  appears  that  God  leads  his  people  the  right 
way,  though  it  may  be  a  rough  way,  to  a  city  of 
habitation. 

3.  The  temptations  of  Satan  every  one  of  them 
anfwer  the  fame  general  end.  He  is  indeed  ftiled, 
with  an  emphafis,  our  adverfary ,  1  Pet.  v.  8.  But  he 
oftentimes  proves,  contrary  to  his  own  defign  and 
our  expectation,  our  great  friend.  The  powers  of 
darknefs  are  fuffered  to  dwell  amongft  us,  for  the 
fame  reafon,  that  fome  of  the  Canaanites  were  left 
among  the  people  of  Ifrael ;  that  is,  to  try  us,  and 
fliew  us  how  weak  we  are  without  Chrift  ;  and  how 
ftrong  we  are,  when  we  depend  upon  that  grace 
which  is  treafured  up  in  him.  By  all  the  advan¬ 
tages  they  gain  againft  us;  they  only  render  us  the 
more  diftruftful  of  ourfelves,  iand  the  grace  which 
we  have  already  received  makes  us  the  more  in  love 
with  Chrift  Jefus,ourglorioushead,  in  whofeftrength 
we  overcome  them  ;  and  more  defirous  of  that  city 
of  habitation  which  God  has  prepared  for  his  peo¬ 
ple,  where  we  fhal!  join  the  heavenly  hoft  in  faying 
with  a  loud  voice.  Now  is  come faivat\cny  andftrengthy 
tind  the  kingdom  of  our  God ,  and  the  power  of  his 
Chrift :  for  the  accufer  of  our  brethren  is  caft  downy 
who  a  ecu  fed  them  before  our  God  day  and  nigh ty  Rev. 
xii.  10.  Thus  we  fee  how  God  leads  his  people 
by  the  right  way,  that  they  may  go  to  a  city  of 
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habitation.  I  might  have  been  much  more  large, 
but  time  confines  me  to  generals.  Let  us  therefore 
•  proceed  now  to  the  fourth  thing  propofed. 

IV.  To  conclude  with  fome  practical  remarks  on 
what  you  have  heard.  And, 

i.  Has  God  prepared  for  his  people  a  city  of  ha¬ 
bitation  ?  how  great  then  is  that  grace,  how  free 
and  fovereign  is  that  love,  to  which  this  was  origi¬ 
nally  owing.  All  that  we  have  in  time,  and  all  that 
we  expert  to  enjoy  to  eternity,  proceed  alone  from 
this  fpring,  this  is  the  original  fountain  from  which 
they  all  flow.  The  veffels  of  mercy  were  prepared 
from  all  eternity  to  glory,  though  they  are  prepared 
for  it  only  in  time.  And  to  what  can  this  unfpeakable 
privilege  be  owing,  or  into  what  can  it  be  refolved, 
fhort  of  the  fovereign  and  diftinguifhing  grace  of 
God  ?  This  it  is  alone,  that  makes  us  differ  from 
others :  confidered  in  ourfelves  we  are  equally  the 
objects  of  the  anger  and  relentment  of  an  holy 
God,  with  thofe  who  are  referved  in  chains  of  dark - 
nefs  to  the  judgment  of  the  great  day :  and  had  not 
the  free  grace  of  God  found  out  an  expedient  for 
our  falvation,  we  muft  equally  with  them  have  buf¬ 
fered  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire;  blit  God ,  who  is 
rich  in  mercy ,  for  the  great  love  wherewith  he  loved 
us ,  even  when  we  were  dead  in  fins  hath  quickened  us 
together  with  Chrift\  (by  grace  ye  are  faved)  and  hath 
raijed  us  up  together ,  and  made  us  fit  together  in  hea¬ 
venly  places  in  Chnft  Jefiis .  Float  in  ages  to  come  he 
might  floew  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace,  in  his  kind- 
refs  towards  us,  through  Chrijl  Jefus,  Eph.  ii.  4,  7. 
Grace  a6ts  like  iifelf,  it  gives  us  all  things  freely. 
God  deals  with  us  as  the  God  of  all  grace  :  for  he 
gives  us  both  grace  here,  and  glory  hereafter,  and 
no  good  thing  will  he  withhold  from  them  that 
walk  uprightly.  He  firft  of  all  makes  us  his  ions, 

takes  us  into  the  number  of  his  family,  and  gives 
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us  a  right  and  title  to  the  privileges  of  his  houfein 
our  justification  ;  and  in  our  fandification  he  gra¬ 
dually  prepares  us  for  the  more  immediate  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  himfelf  in  that  better  world  ;  and  then  he 
calls  us  home  to  the  glorious  inheritance  itfelf,  the 
city  of  habitation  which  he  had  fettled  upon  us  before 
all  worlds.  And  who  of  us  can  take  but  a  flight 
view  of  thefe  things,  without  crying  out,  as  the 
Apoftle  does,  1  John  iii.  1.  Behold  what  manner  of 
love  the  Father  hath  beftowed  upon  that  we  fhould 
be  called  the  fons  of  Gcd!  Our  eternal  predeftination 
to  glory,  and  our  aftuai  preparation  for  it,  are  both 
of  them  owing  wholly,  and  alone,  to  his  free  and 
fovereign  grace  ;  and  to  this  fhall  we  everlaftingly 
afcribe  it,  when  we  come  to  the  general  ajfembly ,  and 
church  of  the  firfl-born ,  and  to  the  fpirits  of  the  juft 
made  perfect. 

2.  Are  we  to  j)afs  through  the  wildernefs  to  this 
city  of  habitation  ?  How  much  need  have  we  of  a 
guide  to  fhew  us  the  way,  and  how  thankful  fhould 
we  be  to  him  who  has  undertaken  to  perform  this 
kind  office  for  us  ?  Were  we  left  in  this  wildernefs- 
world  without  a  guide,  our  condition  would  be 
above  meafure  deplorable,  and  our  ruin  unavoidable: 
we  fhould  then  fall  into  the  pits  and  fnares,  which 
our  enemies  have  made  for  the  intanglement  of  our 
feet,  and  the  deftrudtion  of  our  fouls  ;  they  chat 
are  more  mighty  than  we,  would  affuredly  prevail 
againft  us;  wc  fhould  be  led  captive  by  Satan  at  his 
will ;  there  would  be  no  withftanding  his  tempta¬ 
tions  ;  no  efcapinghis  malice  and  fury,  or  refitting 
thofe  whom  he  employs  againft  us  in  this  defolate 
and  dangerous  way.  But  through  grace  this  blef- 
fing  we  have  :  Chrift  jefus  is  ftiled  the  captain  of 
our  falvation ,  and  he  faithfully  difcharges  the  of¬ 
fice,  which  he  has  engaged  to  perform  as  fuch.  He 
notonly  undertook  to  purchafe  falvation  by  his  death, 
but  to  apply  it  likewife  by  his  life  •,  he  goes  before 
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us  continua'ly  as  our  guide  and  leader,  and  marks 
out  the  path  which  we  are  to  take;  he  communicates 
to  us  fuitable  help  and  refrefhment,  while  we  are  in 
our  way  ;  reftores  our  fouls  when  we  have  gone  out 
of  the  way,  and  prefervts  us  from  the  fury  and  vio¬ 
lence,  as  well  as  the  craft  and  fubtlety  of  our  many 
enemies,  He  is  a  pillar  of  cloud  to  us  fov  cur  covering 
hy  day ,  and  a  pillar  of  fire  for  our  guidance  by  night . 
He  is  always  at  our  right  hand,  fo  that  we  fhall  not 
be  greatly  moved.  Here  lies  our  fafety,  and  the 
ftrong  ground  of  our  hope,  that  we  fhall  not  fall 
fhort°of our  reft,  or  lofe  the  prize  we  are  foearneftly 
contending  for.  (Thrift  himfclf  is  our  life,  and  the 
length  of°our  days ;  who  has  gracioufly  promifed 
tha?  he  will  never  fail  us  nor  forfake  us.  May  we 
therefore  begin  the  work  of  heaven  before  we  come 
there,  daily  Sacrificing  the  facrihces  of  praife  unto 
him  even  the  fruit  of  our  lips.  Ufing  the  fame  lan¬ 
guage  here,  as  we  hope  to  ufe  for  ever  hereafter. 
Unto  kirn  who  has  loved  us  and  wafloed  us  from  our  Jins 
in  his  own  blood ,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priefis 
unto  God  and  his  father-,  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion 

for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.  Rev.  i.  5*  6. 

2.  is  the  way  of  the  wildernefs  the  right  way  to 
a  city  of  habitation  ?  How  eafy  fhould  this  make 
us  under  all  the  temptations,  trials  and  afflictions 
with  which  we  are  now  exercifed.  AH  things  are 
for  your  fakes,  that  the  abundantgra.ee  might  through 
the  thankfgiving  of  many  redound  to  the  glory  of  God, 
2  Cor.  iv.  1 5.  And  that  all  things  might  appear  in 
the  end  to  have  been  working  together  for  good. 
This  fliould  make  us  willingly  lubmitto  the  various 
trials  we  meet  with  in  our  paflfage.  There  is  a 
e-own  of  glory  referved  in  heaven,  lor  ail  thole  that 
fhall  continue  faithful  unto  death.  A  city  of  habi¬ 
tation.  where  the  wearied  pilg  im  fhall  reft;  rivers 
of  pleafure,  where  he  fhall  be  refrefhed  and  delight¬ 
ed  There  he  will  have  an  ample  amends  for  all 
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the  difficulties  he  has  been  expofed  to  in  the  pre¬ 
fect  life.  The  view  of  this  recompence  of  reward 
will  make  death  itfelf  plealant,  and  hang  out  a  lamp 
fufficient  to  enlighten  even  that  dark  valley. 

4.  Can  none  get  admiffion  into  this  city  of  habi¬ 
tation  but  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  ?  ver.  2.  Let  this 
lead  us  to  Chrift  Jefus,  the  only  perfon  who  is  of 
God  made  unto  us  wifdom ,  righteoufnefs ,  fanffiification 
and  redemption ,  1  Cor.  i.  30.  Him  hath  God  exalted 
with  his  right  hand,  to  give  repentance  unto  lfraef 
andforgivenefs  of  fins,  Ads  v.  31.  No  one  can  fave 
us  from  our  fins,  but  he,  whom  God  hath  fet  forth 
to  be  a  propitiation  for  fin,  through  faith  it)  his 
blood.  Hither  then  muff  the  convinced  finner  fly, 
as  his  only  city  of  refuge  *,  on  his  righteoufnefs  muft 
we  all  depend  for  a  right  and  title  to  life;  and  his 
Spirit  alone  can  fit  and  prepare  us  for  it.  If  we 
have  not  on  us  Chrift’s  perfed  righteoufnefs,  we 
are  not  his  people  *,  none  but  they  who  are  arrayed 
with  this  fine  linen,  clean  and  white,  fhall  be 
thought  worthy  to  enter  into  this  city  of  habitation. 
Let  us  therefore  be  importunate  with  God  to  lead 
us  unto  Chrift,  and  enable  us  to  believe  in  him  to 
the  faving  of  the  foul.  Such  he  has  purchafed 
glory  for,  and  he  lives  to  prepare  them  for  it : 
'there,  as  their  forerunner,  he  is  for  them  already 
entered  ;  and  thither,  as  the  captain  of  their  falva- 
tion,  will  he  at  laft  bring  them,  and  prefent  them 
faultlefs  before  the  throne  of  his  Father’s  glory 
with  exceeding  joy. 
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SERMON  XV- 


Faith  eying  the  Fromifes  in  Life  and 


Death. 


Heb.  xi.  13. 


fhefe  all  died  in  faith,  not  having  received  the 
‘fromifes,  but  having  feen  them  afar  off,  and 
were  perfwaded  of  them,  and  embraced  them, 
and  confejfed  that  they  were  ft  rangers  and 
pilgrims  on  the  earth. 

HIS  chapter  is  (tiled  by  our  old  divines  a 


little  hook  of  martyrs.  It  gives  us  an  account 


of  the  lives  ai  d  deaths  of  o!d-teflament  faints  ;  and 
by  what  means  their  lives  were  fo  honourable  and  ex¬ 
emplary}  and  rheir  deaths  lo  comfortable  and  tri¬ 
umphant.  It  is  by  faith,  that  a  believer  both  does 
and  buffers  tire  whole  will  of  God,  till  he  is  put  into 
the  abtual  poffeflion  of  promifed  glory.  Theft  all 
died  in  faith  :  More  is  implied  in  the  phrafe,  _  than  is 
expreffed.  It  denotes  the  duration  or  continuance 
of  faith,  till  the  dying  time  came,  f  aith  carries  a 
believer  through  every  duty,  difficulty,  trial,  every 
dark  paflage  in  life  and  it  never  leaves  him  when 
he  com  s  to  die.  Every  thing  eife  leaves  him  but 
fai.h.  Rich:  s,  honours,  friends,  ftnfes,  life  itfelf, 
leaves  him,  but  faith  flicks  by  him,  and  carries  him 
fafe  where  he  longs  to  be.  Nay,  the  expreffion 
fcems  to  be  more  emphatical.  In  the  margin  it  is 
theie  all  died  according  to  faith.  That  which  had 
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borne  them  up  under  fo  many  ftorms  and  fears 
and  diftrefles,  heretofore,  is  their  great  dependence 
and  only  refuge  now.  They  are  not  afraid  to  die, 
as  they  have  lived,  believing .  God’s  promife  and 
power,  his  covenant-love  and  grace,  his  Chrift  and 
falvation,  are  the  fame  things  in  death  as  they  are 
in  life.  Thefe  olri-teftament  faints  died  not  only 
believers ,  but  believing  ;  in  the  profeffion,  and  in  the 
aft  and  exercife  of  faith.  True,  they  had  not  received 
the  promifes,  had  not  feen  Chrift  in  the  fleih,  nor 
Canaan ,  which  is  a  type  of  heaven  and  glory;  this 
was  the  trial  of  their  faith  ;  it  lay  as  an  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  believing;  but  it  ferves  as  a  commendation 
of  their  faith,  that  notwithftanding  it  held  out,  and 
afted  to  the  end  of  life.  As  they  lived,  fo  they  died  ; 
upon  the  fame  bleffed  principles,  and  in  the  fame 
fweet  and  happy  frame;  hugging  themfelves  in  the 
promifes,  and  venturing  their  eternal  all,  with  con¬ 
fidence  and  comfort,  in  a  dependence  thereon.  Thefe 
all  died  in  faith,  &c.  What  I  chofe  the  words  for, 
is  to  fhew,  as  enabled,  how  faith  a6ts  towards  the 
promifes  of  God  in  a  believing  foul,  living  and 
dying.  The  method  is  plain  in  the  text. 

I.  What  is  it  to  die  in  faith  ? 

II.  What  is  faith’s  great  fupport  in  a  living  or 
dying  believer  ? 

III.  How  faith  a£t$  towards  thefe  promifes  in  a 
believer  living  or  dying.  And  to  apply. 

I.  What  is  it  to  die  in  faith? 

It  is  a  great  queftion,  a  man’s  all  depends  upon  it. 
To  die  miltaken  in  this,  is  to  die  miftaken  forever. 
Therefore, 

1.  It  is  not  to  die  barely  in  a  profefllon  of  faith. 
To  die  owning  Chrift  and  his  caufe ;  bearing  witnefs 
to  the  truth ;  incouraging  and  exhorting  our  dear 
chriftian  friends  and  brethren,  that  with  purpofe  of 
heart  they  would  cleave  to  the  Lord ;  this  is  fweet  dy¬ 
ing.  Thus  Jacob  died,  David  died,  Simeon  died; 
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who  with  Anna  the  prophetefs  fpake  of  Chrift  to  all 
them  that  looked  for  redemption  in  Jerusalem.  What 
I  would  guard  againft  is  a  bare  name  to  live  •,  a  no¬ 
tion  and  zeal  fur  truth  which  too  many  profefiors 
reft  in.  Light  in  the  underftanding  and  judgment, 
where  there  is  no  renewal  of  the  heart.  O  !  Sirs, 
death  diverts  us  of  ah  forms.  Hail ,  Mafter!  will 
not  do  in  the  other  world.  Be  whatever  you  will 
befides,  if  you  are  not  in  Chrift,  you  have  no  part 
hi  what  my  text  fpeaks  of :  Tbefe  all  died  in  faith .  If 
you  have  not  received  Chrift,  all  your  praying  and 
prophelying  in  his  name  will  turn  to  no  account, 
when  you  ftand  before  his  bar.  You  may  read  your 
'doom  already.  Matt,  vii.  23.  I  will  prof efs  unto  them , 
I  never  knew  you  ;  Depart  from  me ,  ye  that  werk  ini¬ 
quity .  It  is  not  what  a  man  believes  of  Chrift  that  faves, 
but  his  believing  in  him,  yielding  up  himfeli  only 
and  wholly  to  him.  To  die  in  an  outward  barren 
profefiion  of  faith,  is  not  to  die  in  faith.  Nor, 

2.  Is  it  neceflary  always  that  there  be  a’  traofport- 
ing  joy,  arifing  from  a  fenfe  of  intereft  in  Chrift, 
in  Order  to  a  believer's  dying  in  faith.  Our  blefled 
Lord  died  in  faith  ;  yet,  poor  diftrefled  Soul !  for 
thy  comfort  be  it  fpoken,  he  died  forfaken  :  My 
God ,  my  God ,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me?  Here  was 
ftrong  faith,  but  no  comfort,  no  joy.  Chrift  tri¬ 
umphed  jover  death,  but  not  in  dying.  A  man 
may  die  in  faith,  when  he  doth  not  die  in  feeling. 
There  may  be  no  affuring  fenfe  of  God’s  love,  and 
yet  a  ftrong  and  firm  dependence  on  his  promife. 
The  ftrength  of  faith  is  moft  where  there  is  leaft 
of  fight,  every  believer  finds  the  path  of  life;  'Thou 
wilt  jlew  me  the  path  of  life ,  Pfal.  xvi.  j  i.  but  every 
one  does  not  fee  it,  as  he  walks  through  Jordan. 
Many  a  foul  goes  to  Chrift  dying,  juft  as  he  comes 
to  him,  when  he  was  firft  quickened  and  made 
alive  to  God,  that  is,  by  a  folemn  determined  aft  of 
^ruft  and  reliance.  Even  ftrong  faith  does  rot 
exclude  every  degree  cf  fear.  Therefore, 
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3.  To  die  in  faith,  is  to  die  trufting  Chrift,  and 
commending  our  fouls  to  him  by  faith.  All  faith 
includes  truft,  though  it  is  not  neceffarily  connected 
with  joy.  The  livelieft  example  of  dying  in  faith 
we  have  in  the  blelTed  Jefus,  who  is  the  author  and 
finilher  of  our  faith  ;  Luke  xxiii.  46.  And  when 
Jefus  had  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  he  faid.  Father,  into 
thy  hands  I  commend  my  fpirit,  &c.  It  is  an  act  oi  pure 
truft.  Faith  not  only  fees  that  beyond  the  grave 
which  will  comfort,  but  it  can  cling  about  its  God, 
and  clofe  with  Chrift  in  a  promife,  when  it  feels  the 
ground  of  all  fenfible  comforts  finking  underneath 
it :  The  nearer  to  Chrift  the  more  forcible  and  ve¬ 
hement  is  the  foul’s  defire  to  him,  and  the  a&ingof 
■its  truft  in  him  ;  it  is  working  after  its  God  all  along 
in  life,  feeking  him  in  one  ordinance  and  another, 
and  always  prefling  after  further  and  more  fenfible 
communion  with  him ;  and  when  death  comes,  it 
gathers  up  all  its  ftrength,  and  throws  itfelf  into 
the  Redeemer’s  arms,  with  a  Lord  Jefus ,  receive  my 
Spirit.  “  O  !  prefent  this  foul  of  mine  faultlefs :  I 
“  venture  my  all  upon  thy  promifes  and  righteouf- 
*<  nefs,  blefifed  Redeemer;  O!  keep  that  which  I 
“  am  committing  to  thy  truft.”  It  is  a  fweet  firnile, 
a  pleafant  writer  illuftrates  this  by,  “  As  a  river, 
that  after  many  turnings  and  windings,  at  laft  pours 
itfelf  with  a  central  force,  a  mighty  and  rapid  ftream, 
into  the  bofom  of  the  ocean  ;  fo  does  the  foul  pour 
itfelf  as  it  were  into  the  hands  of  its  God,  empties 
all  its  truft  upon  Chrift,  knowing  and  being  per- 
fwaded,  that  he  is  abie  to  keep  that  which  is  com- 
mitted  to  him,  though  it  cannot  fay  at  the  fame 
time  in  full  affurance,  I  know  that  into  Jefus  I  have 
believed.5’  True,  thefe  are  the  triumphs  of  faith 
in  a  dyingTour.  Many  of  the  bleffcd  Patriarchs, 
in  our  text,  rode  triumphant  to  glory.  Mofes  died 
upon  the  mouth  of  the  Lord\  fo  many  render  that  ex- 
preffion,  Bent „  xxxiv.  5.  Withakifs  of  love,  his 
f  '  '  foul 
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foul  was  fweetly  drawn  out  of  his  body.  Jacob 
fung  a  fong  of  praife  to  the  God  which  fed  him  all 
his  life  long,  even  the  Angel  which  redeemed  him  from 
all  evil>  Gen,  xlviii.  16.  And  multitudes  of  the 
lie  rs  of  promife  lince,  have  feen  themfclves  fitting 
together  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift ,  when  they  have 
been  dying  out  of  time,  and  entering  within  the 
borders  of  the  invifible  world.  Faith  often  brings 
heaven, down  into  the  loul,  before  it  carries  the  foul 
up  into  it.  But  yet  the  very  nature  of  faith  lies  in 
truft  and  dependence  *  and  that  believer  who  dies 
trufting  dies  in  faith,  as  well  as  he  who  dies  tri¬ 
umphing.  So  much  for  our  fir  ft  general. 

II.  What  is  tfte  g>eat  fupport  of  a  believer,  con- 
fider  him  either  as  living  or  dying  ?  The  text  fays, 
the  promifes  are  fo,  though  the  bleffings  contained 
in  them  are  not  received.  Thefe  all  ditdy  &c. 

Two  things  faith  lees  in  the  promifes,  which  fup¬ 
port  and  comfort  the  foul,  though  the  promifed 
bleffings  are  not  received. 

i*  It  fees  God’s  Chrift  j  and, 

2.  God’s  heart. 

i.  Gcd’s  Chrift.  This  was  the  reach  and  aim, 
and  the  fupport  and  comfort  of  old-teftamcnt  faith. 
All  the  promifes  are  but  one  and  the  fame  thing  di- 
verlihed.  Chrift,  and  falvation  by  and  in  him,  is 
the  fubftance  of  all  the  promifes  :  All  the  promifes  of 
God  are  in  him  Tea ,  and  in  him  Amen .  Be  the  pro¬ 
mife  in  itfelf  never  fo  fweet,  fo  fuitable,  and  in¬ 
gag  ng,  if  Chrift  be  not  even  in  it,  it  is  a  dry  breaft, 
a  wt  11  without  water.  How  is  the  curfe  taken  aw? /  ? 
is  the  fir  ft  inquiry  of  a  poor  guilty  fenfible  foul : 
How  can  man  be  juft  with  God  ?  A  fight  of  Chrift  in 
t  e  promife  is  the  only  fatisfying  rcfolve.  He  is 
called  therefore  the  reft  and  refrefhing  of  his  people  : 
Jhis  is  the  reft  wherewith  ye  may  caufe  the  weary  to 
reft,  and  this  is  the  refrefhing^  Ifa.  xxviii.  12.  Let  a 
poor  foul  fee  Chrift,  tell  of  him,  of  peace  with  God, 

intereft 
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intereft  in  the  covenant,  fpecial  guidance  here,  and 
of  everlafting  life  and  glory  hereafter,  all  is  well. 
He  can  believe,  and  ftay  himfelf  upon  thepromife  : 
Why  ?  becaufe  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  the  per¬ 
formance  of  the  promife.  Chrift  hath  died,  there- 
fore  God  is  juft  in  juftifying  the  ungodly  ^  Chrift 
was  made  fin  and  a  curfe ,  therefore  God  is  to  his 
people  a  llejfmg  God.  Chrift  hath  triumphed  over 
death,  therefore  in  Chrift’s  name  and  by  virtue  of 
relation  to  him  believers  can  fing,  O  deaths  where  is 
thy  fling  l  Or  if  the  clouds  be  thick  and  dark  in  a 
dying  hour,  they  can  truft  Chrift  to  be  their  guide 
through  death  :  yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  valley , 
&c.  Pfal.  xxiii.  4.  The  faith  on  which  they  lived, 
is  a  tried  faith  ;  and  they  can  venture  upon  the  fame 
bottom  into  eternity,  that  has  carried  them  fafe  and 
comfortable  through  the  ftorms  and  tempefts  of 
time.  That  which  makes  faith  fo  precious,  fo  re¬ 
lieving  to  the  foul,  is  becaufe  its  hold  is  on  Chrift, 
its  refuge  only  in  him.  Faith  fees  God’s  Chrift  and 
falvation  in  the  promife  %  therefore  in  the  abfence  of 
promifed  good,  it  fupports  and  relieves  the  foul. 

2.  Faith  fees  God’s  heart  in  the  promife.  What 
is  a  promife,  but  an  expreffion  of  the  love  of  God’s 
heart  in  word  ?  For  thy  word’s  fake ,  and  according  to 
thine  own  hearty  haft  thou  done  all  thefe  great  things , 
fays  David ,  2  Sam.  vii.  21.  That  is  the  fecret  in  all 
God’s  promifes,  and  none  but  a  believer  can  fpeli 
it  out.  Faith  looks  to  God’s  everlafting  covenant- 
Jove  in  every  promife.  Is  the  rod,  fays  the  affli&ed 
faint,  put  into  the  promife?  then  it  is  good  for  me 
that  I  am  affiidted;  it  would  never  have  been  or¬ 
dained  in  everlafting  counfeis,  were  it  not  for  the 
beft.  O  !  I  will  kils  the  rod  :  not  my  will ,  but  thine 
be  done.  Muft faith  have  a  trial?  love  and  patience 
be  tried  ?  Has  my  Father  and  my  God  promifed 
ftrength  equal  to  my  day  ?  It  is  well.  There  is 
love  in  fixing  the  trial,  or  elfeGod  would  have  given 

no 
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no  promife  to  bear  me  up  under  it :  Love  in  the 
pain,  as  well  aslove  in  the  promife.  And  is  it  appoint¬ 
ed  for  man  once  to  die  ?  it  is  the  cholen  way  to  my 
Father’s  houfe.  Then  fays  the  foul,  as  once  God  did 
to  Jacob,  Gen.  xlvi.  3.  Fear  not  to  go  down  into  Egypt 
I  will  go  with  thee.  Thy  God  will  not  leave  thee  at 
Jaft,  he  will  go  down  with  thee  to  the  chambers  of 
death,  and  fee  thee  forthcoming  thence.  Thy  Jefus 
loves  and  pities  thee  dying,  and  orders  thy  pains, 
and  tells  thy  groans,  and  every  figh  of  thy  faith,  he 
ffands  ready  to  receive  and  prefent  it  to  the  Father. 
God’s  heart  is  in  all  the  ftrokes  of  his  hand.  Faith 
fees  God’s  (Thrift,  and  his  heart  in  the  promifes, 
and  therefore  a£ts  on  theie  promifes,  and  fupports 
and  refrefhes  the  foul  by  them,  though  the  good 
promifed  is  not  as  yet  received. 

III.  How  \n particular  faith  a£ts  towards  the  pro¬ 
mts  in  a  believer’s  fupport,  living  or  dying? 

This  is  expreffed  in  three  words.  Thefe  all  died 
in  faith,  not  having  received  the  promifes-,  but  having 
feen  them  afar  off  -,  and  were  perfwaded  of  them, 
and  embraced  them. 

1 .  Faith  fees  the  promifes  afar  off.  It  does  not  re¬ 
quire  the  prefence  or  exirtence  of  the  thing,  but  only 
the  promife  of  it.  Abraham  faw  (Thrift’s  day  and  re¬ 
joiced  ;  Jacob  was  filled  with  that  falvation  he  had 
been  longing  for  :  I  have  waited  for  thy  falvation ,  O 
Lord.  David  had  all  his  defire  in  a  believing  view  of 
(Thrift,  and  that  well-ordered  covenant,  which  God 
had  made  with  him  in  (Thrift.  The  things  themfelves 
were  far  off.  (Thrift  was  not  manifeft  in  the  flefh  nil 
many  hundred  years  after ;  but  faith  beheld  thefe 
things  as  prelent  in  God  s  counlel,  his  covenant,  his 
word  of  promile,  and  fixed  and  centered  in  them.  Is 
any  thing  too  hard  for  God  ?  Did  his  promife  ever  fall 
to  the  ground  ?  Is  he  not  truth  itfelf  ■  Are  not  all 
his  paths  judgment  ?  This  is  the  reafoning  of  faith. 
It  fees  things  far  off  in  the  power  of  God,  the  truth 
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of  God,  the  providence,  and  covenant  of  God.  Hence 
Abraham  againjt  hope  believed  in  hope  ;  be  ft  agger  ed 
not  at  the promife  through  unbelief ;  had  not  a  difpute, 
one  fecret  demur  againft  the  command  of  God,  be- 
caufe  he  judged  him  faithful  who  had  promifed .  Poor 
believing  foul !  thou  art  paffing  through  a  wildernefs 
full  of  dangers,  fnares,  temptations,  fins*,  what  ufe 
doft  thou  make  of  thy  faith  ?  does  it  not  at  times  lift 
thee  up  and  fet  thee  on  high,  fo  that  thou  feeft  the 
way  to  be  right,  though  it  be  rough  and  uneven  ? 
Haft  thou  no  difcoveries  of  the  unlearchable  riches 
of  Chrift  ?  the  fuitablenefs  and  fulnefs  of  covenant- 
provifions  ?  That  thou  art  complete  in  Chrift,  free 
from  Satan  the  tempter,  as  well  as  the  tyrant  ?  de¬ 
livered  from  all  pain,  and  fin,  and  death  ?  made  a 
pillar  in  the  houfe  of  thy  God,  where  there  is  no  go¬ 
ing  out  ?  Canft  thou  point  to  no  feafons,  wherein 
God  made  thee  as  it  were  of  his  fecret?  (hewed  thee 
what  he  was  doing  before  all  worlds  were?  How  he 
fet  up  Chrift  as  the  head  of  his  chofen  feed  ;  put 
thee  into  him,  bleffed  thee  with  all  fpiritua!  bleffings 
in  him  ;  and  has  put  the  fpirit  of  his  Son  into  thine 
heart,  fo  that  thou  arc  able  to  cry,  Abba^  Father? 
What  is  this  but  to  fee  things  afar  off.  This  may 
be  accounted  foolifhneff  by  an  ignorant  and  profane 
world,  but  herein  lies  the  life  and  fweetnefs  of  true 
religion  and  the  power  of  God  in  his  faints. 

2.  It  is  perfwaded  of  thefe  things.  They  are  reali¬ 
ties,  though  invifible  to  every  one,  but  the  man  who 
has  the  eyes  of  his  understanding  inlightened.  This 
perfwafion  is  twofold.  Firft,  Of  the  things  them- 
felves,  then  of  the  foul’s  fpecial  intereft  and  propriety 
in  them. 

1.  This  perfwafion  relates  to  the  things  themfelves. 
Gofpel-principles,  gofpel-dodtrines,  privileges,  du¬ 
ties,  they  are  inlaid  in  the  foul,  as  well  as  golpel-pro- 
mifes.  A  believer  will  fooner  lofe  his  life  than  fell 
God’s  truth;  and  this  perfwafion  arifes  not  from  con¬ 
jecture, 
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jedlure,  opinion,  reafoning,  nor  merely  the  authority 
of  the  fpeaker,  but  from  that  tafte  and  feeling  which 
he  has  of  the  things  themfelves.  If  fo  be  they  have 
tafted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  2  Pet.  ii.  3-  There 
is  no  difputing  againft  tafte;  thou  haft  a  wicked 
and  rebellious  heart,  which  is  ever  annoying  thee 
with  fome  vain  or  vile  thought  in  holy  duties ;  can 
any  man  perlwade  thee  againft  original  fin,  or  the 
remains  of  corruption  in  the  faints  after  converfion 
to  God  ?  It  is  to  l'peak  againft  thy  very  feei  ng.  So 
thou  haft  felt  the  power  of  fovereign  grace  in  con¬ 
verfion,  the  ftrength  of  divine  confolations  under 
diftrefs  and  darknefs ;  thou  haft  known  what  a  fure 
hold  the  righteoufnels  of  Chriftis,  and  the  everlaft- 
ing  covenant,  and  the  Redeemer’s  interceflion  above. 
Thou  haft  been  fed  and  fuftained  by  the  promifes 
all  thy  life  long  ;  they  are  the  iffues  of  the  love  of 
God  to  thy  foul,  from  duty  to  duty,  in  all  ftates, 
circumftances,  and  conditions.  1  bus  God  opens 
his  heart  to  thee,  and  melts  and  cheers,  and  refrelhes 
thine  -,  can  any  one  perfwade  thee  thefe  bieffed  doc¬ 
trines  are  falfe,  thefe  precious  promifes  but  mere 
imaginary  delufive  things?  Thou  haft  an  anfwer  in 
thy  heart  more  ready  than  words  can  ever  be  to 
exprefs  it ;  thy  foul  recoils  within  thee  ;  thou  even 
fmkeft  to  hear  thy  God  and  his  grace  fo  far  abufed. 
Thou  art  perfwaded  of  thefe  truths,  thefe  bieffed 
promifes,  not  to  begin,  after  fo  long  experience, 
to  learn  thy  creed  over  again. 

2.  This  perfwafion  refers  to  the  fenfe  which  a  be¬ 
liever  may  have  of  his  intereft  in  them  :  1  his  is  not 
common  to  faints  as  fuch;  it  is  but  at  fpecial  times 
and  feafons,  given  and  taken  away  by  God,  for  wile 
and' gracious  ends.  Therefore,  for  the  prefent  I 
pafs  it  over,  and  come  to  the  third  thing,  wherein 
faith  difeovers  itfelf  in  adiing  upon  the  promifes, 
that  is,  It  embraces  them-,  the  word  fignifies  to  faluie,  a 
metaphor  taken  from  the  manner  of  parting  between 
1  t  two 
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two  dear  and  intimate  friends :  Two  things  are  im¬ 
plied  in  it. 

Firft,  Intimate  acquaintance.  The  faints  of  old 
were  very  chary  of  God’s  promifes,  they  were  fearch- 
ing  and  digging  into  them  to  know  what,  or  what 
manner  of  time  the  Spirit  of  Chrijl ,  which  was  in  themy 
did  fignify ,  1  Pet.  i.  1 1.  Heme  it  is,  that  one  faint 
tells  God’s  covenant  and  his  own  experience  to  ano¬ 
ther,  Abraham  to  Ifaac,  Ifaac  to  Jacob,  &c.  The 
things  were  familiar  to  them,  their  whole  foul  was 
in  them  ;  thus  fhould  believers  live  in  the  frame  of 
meditation  on  God’s  promifes.  If  new  promifes  arc 
wanting,  go  back  to  thofe  of  older  date,  blefs  God 
for  them,  and  your  experience  from  them.  A  be¬ 
liever,  when  he  is  taking  his  leave  of  the  promifes, 
takes  a  fweet  farewel  of  them;  though  he  is  going 
to  walk  by  fight,  yet  he  bears  a  noble  and  juft  tefti- 
mony  to  the  promifes,  as  to  their  ufe  and  fweetnefs, 
in  his  walk  by  faith.  Thefe,  fays  he,  have  been  my 
fongin  thehoufeof  my  pilgrimage;  myrefrefhment, 
and  pleafant  pools  in  Baca' s  vale;  I  love  them  now, 
though  I  lhallhaveno  more  need  of  them  henceforth 
for  ever.  O !  my  dear  friends,  whom  I  leave  behind, 
value  and  live  upon  thefe  precious  promifes.  Ac¬ 
quaintance  is  one  thing  intended  by  them. 

Secondly,  but  principally,  is  meant  indearing  af¬ 
fection. 

The  will  choofes  them,  cleaves  to  them,  and  if 
a  believer  has  any  delight,  it  is  in  them.  0  how  love  I 
thy  law ;  how  precious  alfo  are  thy  thoughts  unto  me ,  O 
God!  how  great  is  the  fum  of  them!  Such  are  precious 
interjections,  a  man’s  whole  foul  is  wrapped  up  in 
them.  Perfwafion of intereft,  fome  humble, defpond- 
ingfaint  may  want ;  but  noc  a  foul  prefent  who  wants 
an  hand  or  heart  to  embrace  the  promifes;  when  the 
bpirit  whifpers  any  one  to  his  foul  ;  he  catches  hold 
of  it,  is  afraid  of  looking  off  it;  is  humbled  and  a- 
mazed  God  fhould  thus  manifeft  himfelf  to  him,  re¬ 
joices 
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joices  in  it,  and  throws  away  a  whole  world  for  it. 
Try  a  believer  in  his  darkeft  frames,  and  you  may 
foon  know  how  his  heart  (lands  a  defied  to  Chrift  in 
the  promife  ;  offer  him  all  that  can  be  thought  of 
in  time,  and  he  had  rather  had  a  promife  of  forgive- 
nefs,  fanflification,  freedom  from  temptation,  vidlory 
over  death,  and  eternal  life  afterwards;  he  defpifes 
all  in  ccmparifon  of  the  promifes,  be  his  fears  never 
fo  great  in  life  or  death,  away  his  foul  goes  to  the 
promifes,  he  clafps  them  in  his  arms,  and  many  a 
faint  has  dropt  the  tabernacle  pleading  and  urging 
them  before  a  faithful  God.  But  I  (ball  dole  all 
with  a  word  or  two  by  way  of  ufe  :  And, 

Use  1.  Did  all  thefe  die  in  faith  ?  Have  you  this 
faith  ?  It  is  fad  to  have  faith  to  feek  when  you  need 
it  to  life.  They  died  in  faith,  and  they  lived  by  it 
too,  it  was  a  tried  faith  they  lived  and  died  by. 
How  (lands  it  with  thy  foul  now  ;  bring  death  and 
judgment  near ;  what  thinkeft  thou  of  Chrift  ?  If 
thou  art  a  ft  ranger  to  Chrift,  thou  art  a  ftranger  to 
faith.  Haft  thou  given  up  thy  foul  to  him  now? 
Then  thou  mayft  truft  him  with  body  and  foul 
both  another  day.  It  is  a  fruitlefs  wifh,  that  of  Ba¬ 
laam,  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous ,  &c. 

Use  2.  How  little  juft  ground  is  there  for  a  be¬ 
liever  in  Chrift  to  fear  death  ?  The  love  of  God,  the 
covenant  of  grace,  the  care  of  Chrift,  the  being  and 
ftabiiity  of  the  promife,  the  life  of  faith,  all  laft  till 
death.  It  is  an  enemy,  it  is- true,  but  thy  laft  ene¬ 
my,  a  deftroyed  enemy,  an  enemy  which  thou  haft 
a  thoufand  promifes  thou  Oi alt  triumph  over  ; 
therefore  caft  not  away  your  confidence,  which  hath 
great  recompence  of  reward.  Thy  God  is  faith¬ 
ful,  thy  redeemer  liveth  ;  his  word  is  a  fore  cove¬ 
nant  of  faith,  and  an  anchor  of  hope  in  life  and 

death.  n  r  1  • 

Use  3.  What  a  flight  charafler  do  mod  of  this 

world  leave  behind  them;  though  thou  d.eft  rich, 
A  honourable, 
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honourable,  efteemed,  eafy ;  what  Is  this  to  dyinrr 
in  faith  !  It  is  a  poor  thing,  if  a!!  the  world  have 
to  fay  of  thee  when  thou  art  gone,  “  fuch  an  one 
died  worth  fo  much.”-  No  matter  how  thou  dieft, 
lingring  or  fuddenly,  young  or  old,  provided  thou 
died  in  faith  ;  leave  thefe  things  to  the  covenant 
order  of  thy  God.  Bleffed  are  the  dead  that  die  in 
the  Lord ,  whenever  is  the  time,  whatever  the  place, 
or  the  means  of  their  death.  All  taken  notice  of 
in  our  text,  is,  thefe  all  died  in  faith. 

Use  4.  What  need  have  believers  of  the  help  of 
the  bleffed  Spirit  in  life  and  at  death  ?  The  fpi- 
ritual  eye  is  his  gift,  and  all  fpiritual  perftvafion  is 
his  work  :  Scripture  arguments  will  be  of  no  avail 
ii  the  Spirit  of  God  does  not  make  the  application. 
It  is  not  enough  to  propound  arguments,  and  leave 
a  foul  to  its  own  choice.  All  the  world  cannot 


bring  a 


foul  to  believe  till  God  open  the  hear 


t. 


The  Spirit  convinces  not  barely  by  informing  the 
understanding,  bn,  Secretly  drawing  the  ioul ;  Draw 
me,  we  will  run  after  thee.  Apply  more  frequently 
and  more  earneftjyl  to  God  the  Spirit;  try  your 
fate  by  your  affections  ;  they  embraced  the  pro- 
rnifes  as  well  as  they  were  perfwaded  of  them. 
What  is  thy  love  fixed  upon  ?  Where  is  thy  heart  ? 
What  doft  thou  moft  favour  ?  How  is  thy  obedi¬ 
ence,  thy  courfe,  thy  walk  here  ?  Moft  men  «o 
by  their  light,  but  the  rule  Chrift  gives  is  their 
life  and  converfation  :  Knowledge  will  carry  a  man 
but  a  little  way  to  heaven.  Thefe  things  if  ye  know 
happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them.  '  °  ; 

Use  /p  .Thinly  more  of  home,  and  live  more 
above  life  ;  if  you  profefs  to  be  heirs  of  God’s  p'ro- 
rnife,  live  above  the  croffts  and  comforts  of  life  too. 
Thofe  in  my  text,  who  all  died ’in  faith,  cenfejfe'd 
that  they  were  Jlrangers  and.  pilgrims  on  earth , 


\ 


SER  M P 


194  The  nature  of' regeneration.  Ser.  XVI- 


» 

SERMON  XVI. 

#  ^ 

The  nature  of  regeneration. 


2  C or.  v.  1 7. 

Therefore  if  any  man  be  in  Chrift ,  he  is  a  new 
creature :  Old  things  are  pajfed  away,  behold , 
all  things  are  become  new. 

IN  Jfaiah’ s  prophecy  God  promifes,  when  Mef- 
fiah’s  kingdom  is  fpread  throughout  all  the 
world,  and  all  nations  fliall  flow  unto  him,  that  he- 
will  create  new  heavens,  and  a  new  earth ,  and  the 
former  Jhall  not  be  remembered,  nor  come  into  mind, 
Ifa.  lv.  17.  This  is  in  part  fulfilled  in  every  true 
believer,  in  whofe  heart  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  is 
fet  up,  his  image  formed,  and  all  things  that  are 
contrary  thereunto,  are  in  fome  mealure  paffed 
away.  The  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  Men  •,  (as  it  is 
exprefied  in  a  parallel  place  ;  Rev.  xxi.  3,  4.)  and 
he  will  dwell  with  them,  and  they  Jhall  be  his  people  ; 
and  God  himfelf  Jhall  be  with  them,  and  be  their  God. 
This  is  called  new  heavens,  and  a  new  earth,  be- 
caufe  it  is  what  the  believing  finner  was  an  utter 
ftranger  to  before.  Unregenerate  finners  are  dark- 
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nefs,  Eph.  v.  8.  being  without  Chrijl ,  that  is,  in  a 
ftate  of  diftance  and  reparation  from  him  ;  they  are 
aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael ,  and  ftr angers 
from  the  covenant  of  promife ;  having  no  hope ,  and 
without  God  in  the  world.  Farther*  thefe  new  hea¬ 
vens  and  this  new  earth  are  faid  to  be  created  5 
becaufe  the  fame  almighty  power  which  went  to 
the  producing  this  vifible  world  out  of  noihingv  is 
neceflary  to  produce  a  principle  of  fpiritual  life  in 
the  heart  of  an  unrenewed  finner,  yea,  the  foul 
thus  renewed  is  faid  to  be  a  new  creation ;  becaafe 
every  part  of  the  ,man  is  changed  through  this  one 
aft  of  God’s  almighty  power  and  grace*  Old  things 
are  pajfed  away  ;  behold ,  all  things  are  become  new . 
The  apoftie  lays  a  fpecial  emphafis  upon  it :  it  is 
fpoken,  either  by  way  of  attention,  implying  the 
care  believers  ought  to  take  when  palling  a  judg¬ 
ment  upon  their  ftate  God-wards.  That  is  to  fay, 
“  Do  not  deceive  yourfelves  •,  a  partial  change  will 
<£  not  fuffice  to  denominate  a  man  to  be  in  Chrift 
<c  Jefus.  Old  things  are  pajfed  away\  behold ,  all 

things  are  become  new."  Or  elfe  it  comes  in  by 
way  of  admiration  and  aftonifhment,  as  in  Rev . 
xxi.  5*  And  he  that  fat  upon  the  throne  faid ,  Behold , 
I  make  all  things  new ;  intimating  the  wonderful  dis¬ 
play  which  there  is  of  the  fovereign  power  and 
grace  of  God,  in  the  renovation  or  new  creation  of 
a  dead  and  feif-deftroyed  finner.  Therefore  if  any 
man  be  in  Chrijl ,  he  is  a  new  creature ,  &c. 

In  farther  difcourfing  on  thefe  words,  I  fhall  en¬ 
deavour  to  do  the  following  things  * 

I.  Shew  what  the  new  creature  is. 

II.  How  it  is  produced. 

III.  In  what  way  it  difcovers  itfelf. 

IV .  How  it  evidences  a  Tinner’s  union  to  Chrift 
Jefus. 

V.  The  improvement. 
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I.  I  am  to  fhew  what  this  new  creature  is.  And, 
i.  It  lies  in  a  change  of  the  whole  man  :  If  any 
man  be  in  Cbrift ,  he  is  a  new  creature  \  whatever  fin 
has  defaced  in  man,  grace  rdtores.  1  he  lalve  goes 
full  as  far  every  way  as  the  lore.  Is  the  ur.der- 
ftandiog  darknefs  ?  God  who  commanded  the  light  to 
fhine  out  of  darknefs,  fines  into  the  heart,  to  give  the 
light  of  4he*howledge  of  his  gl  ry,  in  the  face  of  Jefus 
Cbrift,  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  Is  the  wiii  ftubborn,  and  averfe 
even  to  enmity  itfelf  againft  the  lav/  of  God?  fhy 
'people  fail  be  willing  in  the  day  of  teoy  powe. ,  I  fa1, 
cj/  2.  The  cords  of  love  are  as  fweet  as  they  are 
ftrong,  Are  the  affe&ions  diforderly,  impure,  len- 
fua!,  devilifh  ?  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  mall goodn  fs , 

■  right eoufnefs  and  truth,  Eph.  v.  9.  A  new  heart 
and  a  new  difpofition  always  go  together.  A  new 
fpirit  will  1  put  within  you,  Exeie.  xxxvi.  25*  Giace 
alfo  fanaifits  the  memory  and  purges  the  con- 
fcience,  making  e^en  the  members  of  our  bodies, 
thole  Servants  of  fin,  injlruments  of  righieoufefs  unto 
holinefs ,  Rom.  vi.  13-.  When  God  renews  the  man, 
he  as  it  were  new-makes  him.  Beheld ,  I  create  ail 

things  new ,  Rev.  xxi.  5-  Spirit,  foul,  and  bocy 
partake  of  the  change.  He  is  born  again  ;  railed 
from  the  dead  ;  met  amor pho fed,  as  the  word  fignifies 
Pom  xii  2.  or,  as  we  render  it,  transformed  by  the 
renewing  of  the  mind.  Though  the  fame  faculties, 
of  underftanding,  .willing,  judging,  &c.  continue, 
there  are  new  qualities  put  into  them,  they  are  put 
jnto  another  mold,  put  into  a  new  rrame,.  r.^e.eby 
they  have  fuftained  io  great  a  change  as  juuw  de¬ 
nominates  the  man  on  wnom  this  CiU'.n^e  ^  ■* ,  & 
'  ttew  creature.  Even  as  our  bodies  will  be  railed  the 
fame  bodies  they  were  Town,  bone  will  come  to  its 
bone,  dull  will  find  its  dull  ;  yet  the  qualities  will 
be  fo  altered,  as  the  bodies  fliall  be  no  more  earthly, 
corrqotible,  or  mortal  bodies,  but  be  railed  Ipirituah 
immortal,  and  fuch  as  fhall  no  more  return  to  cor- 
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ruption*  i  Dcr.  xv.  44*— This  new  creature  lies  in 
a  change  of  the  whole  man.  . 

2.  It  is  a  change  which  is  inward  in  the  heart, 
That  which  is  horn  of  the  flefh  is  fiefh  \  and  that  which 
is  born  of  the  fpirit  is  fpirit ,  John  iii,  6  It  lies  in 
the  inward  difpofition  and  inclination  of  the  mind  $ 
not  merely  in  the  outward  adt  of  the  life.  Hence 
it  is  called,  The  hidden  man  of  the  heart ,  1  Pet.  iii.  4. 
and  the  inward  rnan,  2  Cor.  iv.  16 .  And  God  is 
faid  in  creating  it  to  take  away  the  f  one  out  of  our 
flefti,  and  to  give  us  an  heart  of  flefh,  that  is,  a 
tender,  fenfible,  melting,  obedient  heart;  apt  to 
receive  whatever  impreflions  God  is  pleafed  to  make 
upon  it,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.—- It  is  a  new  nature,  not 
a  new  name  ;  a  new  principle,  not  a  new  nonorb 
Our  Lord  compares  it  to  a  well  of  water  in  the 
foul,  whiclf fpringeth  up  into  everlafting  life ,  John  iv4. 
14.  They  fadly  miftake  it-,  who  fuppofe  that  it 
confifts  in  any  thing  external.  Here  lies  our  great 
.buCnefs,  in  looking  inward.  Create ,  fays  David, 
in  me  a  clean  heart ,  O  God  !  Ffal.  lid  10.  Clean 
hands  or  mere  outward  reformations  avail  nothing 
without  this.  The  new  creature  is  a  change  thatji 
inward  in  the  heart. 

3.  It  is  a  change  which  is  after  the  image  of  God* 
In  this  man  was  created  at  firft,  and  after  it  he  is 
renewed.- — — Eph.  iv.  24.  That  ye  put  on  the  new 


man,  which  after  {ox  according  to)  God  is  treat 
in  righteoufnefs  and  true  hoknefs .  The  new  creature 
Is  a  partaker  of  the  divine  nature ,  2  Pet.  1.  4,  The 
beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God  is  upon  it,  himfelf  be¬ 
ing  the  glorious  pattern,  according  to  which  the 
draught  is  taken,  and  the  gracious  principle  of  fine- 
tification  in  the  heart  is  delineated.  Hence  Chrift. 
is  faid  to  be  formed  in  the  foul ,  Gal.  iv.  iq.  becaufe 
every  renewed  man  bears  a  fimilitude  and  ref-nv 
blance  of  his  perfon  ;  being-righteous ,  as  he  is  righ¬ 
teous  ;  and  pure ,  as  he  is  pure ,  i  John  iik  3,  f  The 
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fame  mind,  the  fame  difpofition  and  fpirit  which 
was  in  Chrift,  is  in  him,  Phil .  ii.  5.  Wherever 
there  is  really  the  Spirit  of  God,  there  muft  be  the 
life  of  God.  The  new  creature  is  adted  by  the  fame 
principle  and  with  the  fame  views  God  himfelf  is; 
becaufe  it  is  fhaped  after  his  image.  In  regenera¬ 
tion  God  does  not  only  fhine  unto  the  foul,  but  he 
(Lines  into  it  ;  communicating  himfelf  not  merely 
by  way  of  outward  difcovery,  as  the  fun  commu¬ 
nicates  light  to  the  world;  but  by  way  of  impref- 
fion,  Holinefs  unto  the  Lord  is  written  within.  This 
makes  a  man  not  only  differ  from  others  in  the 
world,  but  differ  from  himfelf :  though  he  has  fin 
in  him,  he  has  alfo  Chrift  in  him  ;  a  new  as  well 
as  an  old  man,  according  to  which  all  his  thoughts, 
words,  defigns,  adtions,  are  framed  ;  notwithftand- 
ing  he  may  at  fome  times  mifs  his  aim,  and  fee  very 
little  of  the  divine  likenefs  either  in  himfelf  or 
them.  But  fome  ftamp  of  the  form  into  which  he 
is  delivered  he  will  bear,  though  it  be  hard  at  times 
to  make  it  out.  The  change  in  the  heart  of  man 
is  after  the  image  of  God. 

4.  It  is  fuch  a  change  which  is  fundamental  to 
all  fpiritual  adtions.  Hence  it  is  compared  to  feed, 
which  being  caft  into  the  heart,  is  productive  of 
life  and  motion  in  the  whole  courfe  of  outward 
obedience:  His  feed  remainelh  in  him^  1  John  iii.  9. 
It  is  compare.)  to  a  root,  from  whence  all  the  fruits 
of  righteoufnef  fpring.  Thus  of  the  ftony-ground- 
hearer  it  is  faid,  that  he  had  not  root  in  himfelf  and 
therefore  endured  but  for  a  while.  Finally,  it  is 
compared  to  a  well  of  water,  which  fpringetb  up 
into  evsrlajling  life .  It  is  ever  fending  forth  frefh 
ft  reams,  andfpringing  up  towards  God,  from  whom 
it  derived  its  being,  and  from  whom  is  its  continu¬ 
ance  and  fiapply.  '  All  thefe  expreflions  fuppofe  the 
new  creature  toconfift  in  a  vital  principle  implanted 

in  the  foul  from  whence  all  living  adtions  flow, 
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fuch  as  faith,  repentance,  and  all  the  graces  of  the 
Spirit. 

II.  We  come  to  fhew  how  the  new  creature  is 
produced  in  the  foul.  And  this,  according  to  the 
words  of  the  text,  is  by  creation  ;  If  any  man  be  in 
Chrift ,  be  is  a  new  creature.  By  this  expreflion  three 
things  are  fet  forth  ; 

1.  That  the  new  creature  is  a  work  of  almighty 
power.  It  is  to  create  a  new  world  in  the  foul ; 
to  fet  a  man  againft  himfelf;  turning  him  from 
darknefs  unto  lights  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto 
Cod .  To  roll  the  (tone,  not  from  the  heart,  as  the 
angel  did  from  the  fepulchre,  but  to  take  it  out  of 
the  heart ;  therefore  it  can  be  wrought  by  no  power 
lefs  than  divine.  Our  apoftle  heaps  words  upon 
words,  when  endeavouring  to  fet  it  forth,  Eph.  i.  19. 
Sthat  ye  may  know  what  is  the  hope  of  his  callings  and 
what  is  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  his  power  to  us-ward 
who  believe ,  according  to  the  working  of  his  mighty 
power .  There  is  an  almightinefs  of  power  neceflary 
to  bring  a  man  to  believe ;  power  which  is  great 
even  to  an  hyperbole  ;  the  fame  power  which  was 
requifite  to  raife  Chrift  from  the  dead. 

2.  It  is  a  creation,  becaufe  it  is  an  immediate  aft 
of  God’s  power,  without  the  help  of  any  inftrument. 
Where  waft  thou ,  fays  God  to  Job ,  when  1  laid  the 
foundations  of  the  earth  ?  Declare  if  thou  haft  under- 
ftanding ,  Job  xxxviii.  4.  He  ftretcheth  forth  the  hea¬ 
vens  alone ,  and  fpreadeth  abroad  the  earth  by  bimfelf , 
Ifa.  xliv.  24.  The  old  creation  would  admit  of  no 
inftrument,  or  helper  *  no  more  does  the  new.  Man 
is  not  more  paffive  in  his  firft  formation,  than  he  is 
in  his  regeneration.  Life  is  infufed,  not  acquired* 
There  is  no  intermediate  ftate  between  death  and 
life  ;  though  the  principle  of  grace  may  be  where 
it  is  not  immediately  difcovered,  yet  it  cannot  be 

where  it  is  not  implanted.  Motion  always  fuppofes 
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life.  The  word  t-  oes  riot  give  life-;  no,  this  is  the 
peculiar  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  but  it  is  a  means 
of  exciting  vital  actions,  fuch  as  faith,  repentance  and 
fubmmion  to  Chrift,  &c.  when  the  foul  is  quickened 
and  made  alive  :  Faith  cometh  by  hearing,  and  hearing 
by  the  word  of  God .  There  are  no  pangs  in  the  new 
birth,  though  there  may  be  many  ftruggles,  pains 
and  fears,  before  a  foul  has  fenfibly  turned  unto  God. 
Lite  is  an  immediate  thing  ;  it  is  breathed  into  the 
foul  in  an  in  ft  ant,  though  it  may  not  be  inftantly 
perceived  *3  it  is  iown  as  ieed  in  the  ground,  which  is 
done  at  once,  though  it  may  not  immediately  fpring 
lip.  "It  is  produced  immediately  without  the  help 
of  any  inftrumerit,  therefore  called  a  creation. 

3.  This  change  upon  the  heart  is  called  a  creation, 
becaufe  it  is  produced  out  of  nothing,  as  the  firft 
Creation  was.  Saul ,  by  the  help  of  his  own  natural 
abilities  a*d  the  common  influences  of  the  Spirit  of 
God,  became  another  man ,  I  Sam.  x.  6.  but  we  no 
Where  read  that  he  became  a  new  man.  The  work 
bf  grace  in  the  heart  is  not  educed  out  of  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  nature,  but  immediately  by  an  aft  of  al¬ 
mighty  power  produced  by  the  Spirit.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  heart  of  ah  unconverted  man,  which 
affords  matter  for  the  Spirit  of  God  to  work  upon  ; 
nothing  but  what  oppofes  him  in  his  work :  Fke 
\ carnal  mind  is  enmity  agdinjl  God .  By  nature  we  are 
dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins .  Firft,  God  makes  the 
root  good,  then  the  fruit;  how  ?  by  taking  away 
the  old,  corrupt,  degenerate  vine,  and  planting 
wholly  a  right  feed,  Jer,  ii.  21.  Hence  he  promifes 
5n  the  new  covenant,  to  take  the  (lone  out  of  the  flefh , 
and  to  give  an  heart  of  flefh ,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  27.  grace 
is  not  grafted  upon  the  old  ftock  ;  root  and  branch 
are  both  new.  Nothing  in  man  was  difpofed  to 
this  great  change  ;  nothing  in  man  could  contribute 
thereto.  Matter  and  form  are  both  of  God’s  pro- 

bucinc  :  Behold,  I  create  all  things  new.  This  fliould 
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have  led  to  the  effe&s  of  the  new  creature,  or  thofe 
operations  of  the  foul  whereby  it  is  to  be  judged  of. 

But  it  is  needful  firft  to  improve  what  has  been  faid* 

Infer.  I.  What  has  been  faid  may  ferve  for  the 
convi&ion  or  reproof  of  four  forts  of  men  : 

1.  Such  as  reft  in  a  performance  of  outward  du¬ 
ties.  It  is  not  a  new  form,  but  a  new  heart,  that 
God  looks  at.  Herod  did  many  things,  and  heard 
John  the  Raptift  gladly  ;  but  outward  duties  would 
not  make  an  atonement  for  heart-fins.  My  Jon „ 
fays  God,  give  me  thine  heart .  Fie  judges  of  the  duty 
not  from  the  deed  done,  but  from  the  principle  from 
which  it  proceeds.  O  1  dare  not  to  draw  nigh  unto 
him  with  your  lips,  while  your  hearts  are  far  from 
him.  God  had  refpedt  unto  Abel ,  to  his  perfon  firft* 
and  then  to  his  facrifice.  Sirs,  fee  that  your  per- 
fons  are  in  a  ftate  of  reconciliation  with  God  ^  that 
his  law  be  written  in  your  hearts;  and  his  image 
drawn  upon  your  fouls :  Be  ye  renewed  in  ihe  fpirit 
vf  your  minds . 

2.  What  has  been  faid  reproves  fuch  as  truft  to 
outward  privileges :  He  is  not  a  Jew ,  who  is  one 
\ outwardly .  The  choiceft  privileges  are  nothing,  if 
they  lead  thee  not  to  look  after  the  inward  man  of 
the  heart.  Think  not  that  I  am  degrading  the  pro- 
mifes  and  covenant  of  our  God  ;  God  forbid.  If  it 
be  afked,  What  advantage  hath  the  Jew  above  the 
' Gentile  *,  fuch  as  are  born  under  the  vifible  adminif- 
tration  of  the  covenant,  above  o  hers  that  are  alieni 
from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael?  I  anfwer ;  much 
every  way.  Thou  haft  God’s  own  word,  his  cove¬ 
nant,  his  oaths  to  plead  ;  I  will  be  a  God  to  thee ,  and 
to  thy  feed  after  thee.  Thou  may  ft  plead  thy  parents 
faith,  tears,  prayers,  hopes,  and  all  of  them  as  * 
founded  upon  the  covenant  of  thy  God.  Only  do 
not  reft  in  them.  Grace  is  a  perfonal  thing  :  Thou 
canft  not  be  faved  by  thy  parents  faith,  though  thou 
may  ft  make  a  plea  of  it  in  thy  prayers  to  God.  The 
3  ■  me  w 
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new  nature  is  God’s  gift ;  it  comes  not  through  thine 
or  their  defert.  Seek  it  earneftly,  becaufe  thou  haft 
fuch  encouragement  in  the  promifes  of  God,  and 
in  a  way  of  afking  thou  fhalt  receive. 

3.  The  dodtrine  reproves  luch  astruft  to  outward 
reftraints.  A  man  may  be  cleanfed  from  much  fil- 
thinefs  of  the  flefh,  yet  not  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of 
his  mind.  Paul  was  a  ftridt  Pharifee,  yet  a  great 
finner.  The  Lord  reftrains  many  an  one,  as  he 
did  Abimelech)  whom  he  does  not  renew  :  To  leave 
fin  will  not  do,  if  thou  doft  not  lothe  it.  It  is  a 
great  bleffing  to  be  kept  back  rrom  prefumptuous 
fins,  but  let  not  this  be  put  in  the  room  of  regene¬ 
rating  power  and  grace.  Begin  thy  judgment  at  the 
heart  ;  there  the  Spirit  of  God  always  begins  his  work. 

4.  It  reproves  luch  as  place  their  religion  in  con- 
vidtions,  gifts,  or  fome  ftirrings  which  they  find  in 
their  affedtions  to  God,  and  to  his  good  ways.  There 
is  a  legal  repentance  which  is  to  be  repented  of:  Thus 
Judas  repented,  and  Cain  repented,  but  neither  of 
them  were  renewed  :  Efau  fought  the  bleffing  with 
tears,  but  was  rejected  :  Yea,  Balaam  himfelf  defired 
to  die  the  death  of  the  righteous.  There  may  be 
ftirrings  of  affections,  proceeding  not  from  a  love  of 
what  we  afk,  but  from  a  fenfe  of  the  danger  of  what 
we  fear.  Balaam  loved  his  own  fins  better  than  If- 
rael\  God,  as  much  as  he  defired  to  die  Ifrael’s 
death.  Sin  muft  be  hated  not  merely  out  of  love 
to  felf,  but  out  of  love  to  God  ;  not  merely  as  it 
expofes  to  wrath,  but  as  it  defaces  his  image,  and 
contradidts  his  will. 

II.  This  dodtrine  may  be  improved  by  way  of 
diredtion  and  encouragement  to  fuch  as  believe.  By 
way  of  diredlion  ;  and  this  is  twofold  :  Firft,  this 
will  help  you  in  your  judgment  of  yourfelves.  Grace 
muft  not  always  be  judged  of  by  comforts.  Ir  does 
not  depend  upon  extraordinary  revelations,  affurances 
of  pardon,  joys  unlpeakable,  &V.  Often  the  king- 
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dom  of  Chrift  within,  is  like  that  without,  which 
cometh  not  with  obfervation.  One  fays,  Here  is  Cbri/i^ 
and  there  is  Chrift  :  This  is  the  way  to  comfort,  and 
that  is  the  way.  But  all  your  comfort  is  nothing 
without  heart-purity.  Communion  with  God  con- 
fifts  as  much  in  conformity,  or  likenefs  to  him, 
as  in  fenfible  enjoyment  of  him.  Chrift  was  loved 
by  the  fpoufe,  defired,  fought  for,  when  not  enjoyed. 
'Thou  haft,  fays  Chrift,  ravijhed my  heart  with  one  chain 
of  thy  neck ■,  when  a  little  before  the  fpoufe  was  com¬ 
plaining,  I  fought  him ,  hut  I  found  him  not.  Chrift 
loves  his  own  image  when  the  believer  cannot  fee  it. 

2.  As  it  helps  in  judging  of  yourfelf,  fo  of  other 
chriftians.  Were  I  afked,  where  does  Chrift  dwell  ? 
I  would  anfwer,  in  the  humble,  holy,  contrite  heart, 
in  the  heavenly  fubmiflive  foul :  Great  names  have 
not  always  great  grace.  Elijah  was  fent  to  a  poor 
widow  woman  of  Zarephath.  As  it  was  laid  of  old, 
when  Chrift  was  marked  out  to  John  the  Baptift, 
John  i.  33.  ft?  would  I  fay  now;  Upon  whom  thou 
fhalt  fee  the  Spirit  defending  and  remaining,  the  fame 
is  he :  That  is  the  renewed  man.  There  Chrift  dwells, 
be  he  poor  or  rich  ;  has  he  little  learning  or  none  j 
great  parts,  reading,  genius,  or  but  a  fmall  meafure 
of  either.  The  new  creature  is  after  the  image  of 
him  that  created  him. 

3.  By  way  of  comfort. 

Has  Chrift  created  thee  anew,  he  will  perform 
his  words  to  thee,  and  his  work  in  thee  :  The  path 
of  the  juft  is  as  the  fhining  light,  which  fhineth  more 
and  more  unto  the  perfect  day.  There  is  a  perfection 
of  parts,  if  not  of  degrees :  The  water  rifes  up  as 
high  as  the  fpring  from  whence  it  flows.  It  is  the 
fruit  of  everlafting  love  to  thee,  and  it  lhall  fpring 
up  unp  everlafting  life  in  thee. 

i  '  1 
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therefore  if  any  man  be  in  Chriji ,  he  is  a  new 
creature :  old  things  are  pajfed  away,  behold, 
all  things  are  become  new. 

IN  difcourfing  on  thefe  words  we  propcfed  to  do 
four  things  j 

1 

I.  To  fhew  what  the  new  creature  bi¬ 
ll”  How  it  is  produced. 

IIL  In  what  way  it  difcovers  itfelf- 

IV*  How  it  evidences  a  finner’s  union  to  ChrlfL 

The  two  firft  have  been  difcourfed  upon  already  s 
and  we  proceed  to  the 

III.  In  what  way  the  new  creature  difcovers  it¬ 
felf  ;  or  what  are  thofe  operations  of  the  foul,  and 
tbofe  outward  effects  whereby  it  is  to  be  judged  of. 
'Therefore  if  any  man  he  in  Chriji ,  he  is  a  nei v  creature  $ 
told  things  are  faffed  away *  behold 5  all  things  are  become 
new. 

Where 
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x.  Where  the  new  creature  is,  the  old  things 

of  fin  and  ungodlinefs  are  pafied  away,  and  in  the 

room  thereof  comes  newnefs  of  life.  A  man  is 

as  his  waik  is.  Such  as  are  born  from  above,  will 

endeavour  to  have  their  cor.verfation  in  heaven. 

'Phil.  iii.  20.  I  have  1  fays  the  Pfalmift,  chofen  the  way 

of  truth*  Pfal.  cxix.  30.  A  renewed  man  may  fall 

into  fome  way  of  fin,  but  he  does  not  choofe  it 

and  he  does  not  walk  in  it.  The  apcftle  Jays  it 

down  as  the  very  firft  thing  vifible  in  a  godly  man’s 

character,  that  he  is  pmged  from  old  fins,  2  Pet . 

i.  9.  It  is  his  daily  prayer -9  Search  me ,  O  God,  and 

know  my  heart ;  and  fee  if  there  be  any  way  of  wick - 

ednefs  in  me.  Ephraim  >Jloall  fay ,  What  have  I  to  do 

anymore  with  idols?  Hof.  xiv.  8.  This  is  called,  the 

reproach  of  his  youth ,  Jer.  xxxi.  19.  for  which  he 

was  afo  anted,  yea ,  even  confounded.  Beloved  lefts  * 

are  moll  abhorred,  when  once  Chrift:  is  formed  in 

the  foul.  It  is  faid  of  Naaman  the  Syrian ,  he  was 

a  great  man,  rich  and  mighty,  and  honourable, 

but  he  was  a  leper,  2  Kings  v.  1.  Quite  otherwife  of 

the  new  creature,  1  Cor .  vi.  11.  But  ye  are  wafhed \ 

but  ye  are  jujlified ,  but  ye  are  fanElified,  in  the  name- of 

the  Lord  Jefus ,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God, .  Can  ft 

thou  live  in  any  old  fin  ?  Thou  haft;  but  a  name 

that  thou  liveft.  The  fame  fountain,  cannot  fend 
^  v  * 

forth  fweet  waters  and  bitter.  Paul  the  perfecutor 
prayeth,  when  with  Ephraim  of  old  he  is  turned, 
and  treacheth  the  faith  which  once  he  defrayed,  GaL 
iv.  23.  Zaccheus  the  publican  Jiands  and  fays,7 
Lord ,  the  half  of  my  goods  1  give  to  the  poor  ;  and  if 
J  have  taken  away  any  thing  from  any  man  by  falfe 
accufation ,  I  refiore  him  fourfold,  Lukexix.  8,  The 
rugged  jailor,  when  a  believer,  becomes  a  new 
man  *,  he  walked  the  ftnpes  which  he  a  little  before 
laid  upon  the  apoftle  Paul  and  Silas,  A  6b  xvi.  33. 
If  there  be  not  a  new  converfation,  there  can  be  nq 
pew  nature 
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2.  Where  the  new  creature  is,  that  old  darknefs 
and  blindnefs  which  was  once  upon  the  mind  is 
paffed  away,  and  he  has  new  apprehenfions  of  things, 
and  a  new  judgment  concerning  them  :  Ephef.  v.  8. 
For  ye  were  fometimes  darknefs ,  but  now  are  ye  light  in 
the  Lord  \  walk  as  children  of  the  light .  The  apoftle 
Peter  calls  it  a  inarvellous  lights  1  Pet.  ii.  9.  becaufe 
of  the  wonderful  effefts  produced  thereby. 

Before,  he  had  heard  of  God  by  the  hearing  of 
the  ear  \  but  new  his  eye  feetb  him ,  Job  xlii.  5.  His 
fpotlels  purity,  drift  juftice,  almighty  power, 
they  are  known  fo  as  to  be  realized  by  him.  “  Con- 
verfion,  fays  Dr.  Preflon ,  (by  it  he  means  rege- 
“  neration,  or  the  new  creature  5)  is  wrought,  not 
<c  always  by  making  us  know  new  things  we  knew 
iC  not  before,  though  this  is  true  in  fome,  but  by 
knowing  things  otherwife  than  we  did  before.5’ 
The  renewed  man  is  guided  not  by  opinion  or 
reafoning,  fo  much  as  by  fpiritual  fenfe  and  ex¬ 
perience.  0  !  tafte  and  fee  that  the  Lord  is  goody 
Pfalm  xxxiv.  8.  Thou  art  taught  of  the  Spirit  of 
God,  what  to  judge  of  God,  of  fin,  of  thylelf,  of 
Chrift,  of  the  world,  of  heaven  •,  and  none  teach- 
eth  like  him.  Thou  knoweft  God  can  by  no 
7  means  clear  the  guilty  ;  thou  haft  felt  the  power  of 
his  anger.  Thou  haft  feen  the  plague  of  thine  own 
heart,  and  the  fpirituality  of  the  holy  law.  Paul 
was  alive  without  the  law  once  ;  but  when  the  com¬ 
mandment  came ,  and  God  ftiined  into  his  heart,  fin 
revived ,  and  he  died ,  Rom.  vii.  9.  The  great 
things  of  God’s  law,  were  once  ftrange  things, 
but  now  they  are  glorious  things.  Does  any  one 
pu<:  the  queftion.  What  is  this  beloved  more  than 
another’s  beloved  ?  Thy  anfwer  is  ready.  He  is  al¬ 
together  lovely.  A  crucified  Chrift  is  both  the  power 
of  God  and  the  wifdom  of  God .  Paul  counted  all 
things  lofs,  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift  his  Lord  *  fo  doft  thou.  Once  the  righte- 
a  oufnefs 
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oufnefs  of  Chrift  was  a  riddle  to  thee  ;  thy  proud 
heart  was  enmity  againft  it  •,  now  it  is  thy  life ; 
Surely  Jhall  one  fay ,  In  the  Lord  have  I  righteoufnefs 
and  ftre?igth :  In  this  thy  foul  makes  her  boaft.  The 
promifes  were  once  dead,  infipid  things ;  thou  wert 
aiming  to  live  by  doing ;  now  there  are  exceeding 
great  and  precious  promifes .  Thy  treafure  is  above  •, 
thy  inheritance  lies  beyond  time  ;  all  here  is  vanity 
and  vexation  of  fpirit.  To  be  with  Chrift  is  thy 
aim  living,  and  defire  dying  :  Wherefore  henceforth 
know  we  no  man  after  the  fiejh  ;  yea ,  though  we  have 
known  Cbrift  after  the  flefh,  yet  now  henceforth  know 
we  him  no  more,  ver.  16. 

Where  the  new  creature  is,  the  old  enmity  is 
taken  out  of  the  heart,  and  a  new  bent  and  incli¬ 
nation  given  ;  Thy  people  Jhall  be  willing  in  the  day  of 
thy  power ,  Pfal.  cx.  3. 

They  are  willingneffes  or  free-will  offerings ; 
wherever  God  gives  a  fpirit  of  life,  together  with 
it  he  gives  a  fpirit  of  love.  Grace  makes  men 
fervants,  becaufe  friends :  "They  Jhall  come  and  fingin 
the  height  of  Zion ,  and  flow  together  to  the  goodnefs 
of  the  Lord ,  Jer.  xxxi.  12.  It  is  a  metaphor  taken 
from  waters,  which  glide  along  naturally,  where 
there  is  a  free  paffage.  Doeg  was  detained  before  the 
Lord ,  1  Sam.  xxi.  7.  he  muft  attend,  and  could 
not  help  it ;  that  which  was  his  burden  is  the  re¬ 
newed  foul’s  defire  and  delight.  0,  when  Jhall  I 
cpme ,  fays  David ,  and  appear  before  God !  Pfal. 
xlii.  2.  There  is  a  law  in  his  mind,  as  well  as  in  his 
members.  Thou  canft  lay  thine  hand  upon  thine 
heart,  and  fay  with  Paul ,  I  would  do  good  \  or  appeal 
with  Peter ,  Lord,  thou  knoweft  all  things ,  thou  know - 
efl  that  I  love  thee .  Whence  is  this,  but  from  the 
new  heart  which  this  God  has  given  thee  ?  God 
himfelf  calls  this,  putting  his  laws  into  our  minds,  and 
writing  them  in  our  hearts ,  Heb.  viii.  10.  A  man’s 
fpirit  is  caft  into  the  form  and  figure  of  the  law. 

Thus 
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Thus  God  gives  thee  to  will,  and  by  a  powerful 
excitation  of  this  blefied  principle,  works  in  thee 
alfo  to  do  of  his  own  good  pleafure. 

4.  Where  the  new  creature  is,  there  are  new  af¬ 
fections,  •'  ■  * 

Who  will  fhe'w  us  any  good?  is  the  cry  of  nature: 
Lord,  lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us , 
is  the  language  of  grace!  Once  thou  faweft  no 
beauty  in  Ohrid,  wherefore  thou  fhouldeft  defire 
him;  now  the  Pfalmift  fpeaks  thy  whole  foul  % 
Pfal.  Ixxiii.  25.  Whom  have  1  mheavenbut  thee?  and 
there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  define  befdes  thee .  If 
the  renewed  man  hopes,  Ohrid,  and  the  promife 
of  eternal  life  by  him,  is  fome  way  or  other  the 
objeCt  of  it :  The  Lord  is  my  portion ,  faith  my  foul% 
therefore  will  I  hope  in  him ,  Lam.  iii.  24.  If  he  fears  ; 
it  is  felf  and  fin,  and  the  wicked  one.  It  is  an  in¬ 
genuous  not  a  flavifh  fear,  which  he  is  aCted  by.  A 
fear  of  God,  which  breeds  watchfulnefs,  reverence, 
and  care;  not  torment.  God’s  law,  his  houfe,  and 
his  faints,  are  the  objeCts  of  his  love.  O  how 
I  love  thy  law  !  And  when  he  hates,  it  is,  the  work 
of  them  that  turn  afide  to  lies .  His  zeal  is  for  Chrift 
and  his  precious  caufe  ;  and  his  moderation  refpects 
the  recreations  and  cares  of  the  prefent  life  ;  not 
gofpel-doCtrines,  or  gofpel  hohnefs.  The  new  na¬ 
ture  does  not  take  away  natural  affeCtions,  but  recti¬ 
fies  then);  it  places  them  upon  fuitable  objeCts, 
and  regulates  them  when  they  are  fo  placed.  The 
renewed  man  feeks  God  in  the  creatures,  and  loves 
the  creatures  for  God  and  Chrifl’s  fake. 

5.  Where  the  new  creature  is,  a  man’s  aims  and 
ends  are  new  :  For  me  to  live  is  Chriji %  Phil.  i.  2  1, 
Regeneration  brings  a  new  form  upon  a  man’s  foul, 
becaufe  it  bringeth  a  new  end  into  it  :  Be  ye  tranj- 
formed  in  the  renewing  of  your  minds,  Rom.  xii.  2. 
A  natural  man’s  life  is  in  his  pleafures  and  his  fins  \ 
fdf  is  the  principle  from  whence  he  aCls,  and  to 

'  f'  :  ‘  '  wlnph 
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which  he  acts  ;  1  am  become  rich ,  fays  Ephraim ,  / 
have  found  me  out  fubjiance ,  Hof.  xii.  8.  He  may 
perform  fome  duties,  and  abftain  from  fome  fins, 
but  the  bane  lies  here  all  this  while,  he  brings  forth 
fruit  unto  him f elf ,  Hof.  x.  i.  JoaJh  did  that  which 
was  rio-ht  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord*  not  becaufe  he 
loved  God  or  his  ways,  but  becaufe  he  was  afraid 
of  Jehoiadah  :  thou  performed:  this  or  the  other 
duty  ;  why  ?  becaufe  thou  haft  a  godly  father,  or 
mailer,  thou  art  afraid  of  difpleafmg..  A  mart’s 
courfe  may  be  changed  when  his  heart  is  not  \  but 
a  believer’s  ends  and  aims  are  become  new.  This 
leads  me  to  confider, 

IV.  How  it  is*  that  the  new  creature  evidences 
a  Tinner’s  union  to  Chrift.  Therefore  if  any  man  be 
in  Chrift ,  &c. 

1.  Where  the  new  creature  is*  the  Spirit  of  Chrift 
dwells  *,  and  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  dwells  in  none,  but 
fuch  as  are  his  :  Both  thefe  ideas  are  expreffed  in 
one  verfe,  Rom.  viii.  9*  Te  are  not  in  toe  flejJjy  but 
in  the  Spirit ,  if  the  Spirit  of  God  dwell  in  you  :  no  w  if 
any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  God,  he  is  none  cf  his • 
The  Spirit  of  God  vifits  many  with  his  common 
motions,  whom  he  does  not  renew  by  his  faving 
power.  All  common  convi&ions  are  from  the  Spi¬ 
rit  *,  when  he  is  come ,  he  will  convince  the  world  cf 
fin .  But  the  apoftie  fpeaks  of  his  abode  in  the  foul, 
as  an  habitation  which  he  hath  fitted  and  furnilhed 
for  himfelf.  Is  the  Spirit  welcome  to  thee  as  a  con- 
vincer  ?  Doft  thou  love  to  hear  thine  own  fins  re¬ 
proved  ?  Are  fanftification  and  holinefs  thy  delight  ? 
Art  thou  fearful  of  grieving  the  Spirit  of  God  by 
heart-fins  ?  Is  no  duty  pleafant,  where  the  Spirit  of 
God  is  not  interefted  ?  Doft  thoufeek  to  be  taught, 
and  led,  and  ruled  by  him  ?  The  Spirit  dwells  in 
thee  how  ?  as  the  g!orifier  of  Chrift  in  all  thy  hu¬ 
miliations,  prayers,  dependencies,  hopes.  The 
Spirit  leads  thee  to  Chrift  for  fupporc  and  fupply, 

O  for 
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for  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength,  for  quickening  and 
comfort ;  why  ?  becaufe  he  is  of  God  made  unta 
thee  wifdom,  righteoufnefs ,  fanbiification  and  redemp¬ 
tion.  Thou  art  united  to  Chrift,  therefore  the  Spi¬ 
rit  leads  thee  to  reft  upon  hirn. 

2.  The  new  creature  evidences  union  to  Chrift, 
becaufe  it  brings  a  finner  into  communion  with  him. 
Chrift  is  the  head,  believers  are  the  members ; 
Chrift  is  the  root,  we  the  branches  ;  Chrift  is  the 
furety,  we  the  redeemed  and  laved  by  him  :  but  ' 
how  is  it  finners  come  to  be  partakers  with  Chrift 
in  his  death,  and  in  his  refurredtion  ?  but  becaufe 
they  are  quickened  by  him,  and  fo  admitted  into  a 
ftate  of  friend  fhip  and  fellowfhip  :  You  hath  he  quick¬ 
ened  who  were  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins,  Ephei.  ii.  i. 
Shew  me  the  new  nature,  and  I  will  fhew  you  the 
new  name  •,  whether  regeneration,  or  iuftification 
be  firft  •,  or  whether  they  are  privileges  beftowed  at 
one  and  the  lame  time,  it  matters  not  to  enquire  at 
prcfent ;  the  fcripture  is  exprefs,  that  one  is  the 
evidence  of  the  other  :  Rev;  xxii.  14.  Blejfed  are 
they  that  do  his  commandments ,  that  they  may  have 
rivht  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  may  enter  in  through  the 
gates  into  the  city.  Sandiification,  the  principle 
whereof  is  implanted  in  the  new  creation,  gives  a 
rio-ht  of  evidence  ;  juftification  is  that  which  gives 
a  rio-ht  of  claim,  they  have  wajhed  their  robes,  and 
made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  Therefore 
are  they  before  the  throne.  Rev.  vii.  14,  15. 

Infer,  i.  Hence  learn,  why  the  duties  of  unrc- 
oenerate  men  are  unaccepted  with  God  ;  thus  pray¬ 
ing,  thus  hearing,  thus  alms,  are  vain  oolat:ons  ; 
why  •,  becaufe  they  flow  from  a  corrupt  principle, 
and  the  end  is  bad.  Self  is  thine  aim  in  all  that 
thou  doft,  not  God.  The  new  creature  is  wanting, 
therefore  all  thy  good  works  are  de  .d  works.  Jehu’s 
zeal  was  a  vain  boaft,  though  a  commanded  duty, 
•becaufe  it  was  againft  Ah  ah's  houfe,  which  flood 
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in  his  way'- to  the  kingdom,  not  for  God’s  glory. 
In  Ajd s  character  there’s  a  neverthdefs  which  takes 
the  dark  fpots  out  of  it,  though  there  were  many  ; 
i  Kings  xv.  14.  The  high  faces  were  not  removed 
neverthdefs  A/a  his  heart  was  perfect  with  the  Lord 
all  his  days.  For  the  want  of  this  Amaziah  is  con¬ 
demned,  in  whom  that  defeft  was  not  •,  2  Chron. 
xxv.  2.  He  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  fight  of 
the  Lord ,  hut  not  with  a  perfect  heart.  God  looks 
firft  at  the  heart.  If  there  be  no  new  nature,  the 
old  channel  may  be  changed,  but  the  old  corrupt 
fountain  is  not  made  pure. 

Infer.  2.  This  accounts  for  the  falling  away  of 
fome,  who  once  made  a  great  Shew  in  the  flefh. 
The  ftony-ground  hearers  received  the  word  with 
joy  ;  Saul  himfelf  is  one  among  the  prophets ;  and 
fome  that  were  enlightened,  and  had  tailed  of  the 
heavenly  gift,  and  were  made  partakers  ofthejioly 
Ghoil,  are  faid  yet  to  have  fallen  away ,  Heb.  vi  5,  6. 
Whence  does  this  arife  ?  Not  from  any  poffibility 
which  there  is  of  lofing  a  principle  of  grace,  when 
it  is  implanted  in  the  heart ;  but  from  thofe  miftakes 
which  are  made  between  nature  and  grace.  Nature, 
as  corrupt,  may  be  reftrained  or  elevated,  lifted 
above  itfelf  in  fome  inftances,  where  it  is  not  chang¬ 
ed.  Thofe  hearers,  which  received  the  word  with 
joy,-  are  therefore  faid  not  to  have  endured,  becaufe 
they  had  no  root  in  them ,  as  you  heard  before.  The 
light  they  have  that  fall  away  is  partial,  falls  only 
upon  the  underftanding,  but  does  not  fhine  into  the 
heart.  They  had  a  power  of  working  miracles,  by 
reafon  of  the  holy  Ghoil  with  them  •,  yet  never  ex¬ 
perienced  the  power  of  the  holy  Ghoil  in  his  faving 
work  in  them.  They  had  a  taile  of  the  word  of  God, 
fo  as  to  diilinguifh  it,  when  they  heard  it  preached  •, 
but  not  that  defire  and  relifh  of  it,  which  new  born 
babes  have  that  grow  thereby,  elfe  no  temptation 
would  have  prevailed  with  them  to  part  with  it.  It 
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was  with  them,  as  with  many  of  our  hearers  they 
hear  of  the  danger  and  mifery  of  fin,  of  the  power 
and  grace  of  Chrift,  of  the  promifes  of  the  gofpel, 
&V.  and  Chrift  is  defired  as  a  Saviour  from  wrath 
and  the  curfe:  For  a  while  they  pray,  and  read, 
and  hear,  and,  Abab- like,  walk  foftly  :  Thefe  are 
new  duties,  yet  they  may  flow  from  an  old  corrupt 
heart ;  wait  for  a  while,  and  all  this  goodnefs  is  as 
the  morning  cloud,  and  the  early  dew  which  paffeth 
,  away.  Men  fall  not  from  grace,  but  becaule  they 
have  no  grace *,  grace  ejlablijhes  the  heart. 

Infer.  3.  Are  old  things  pafled  away,  and  all 
things  become  new  ?  Alas !  how  many  are  there 
that  miftake  this  new  creation  !  thou  mayft  have 
had  great  terrors  and  great  joys,  and  yet  be  an  un- 
lenewed  finner  {till.  Satan  can  transform  himfelf 
into  an  angel  of  light :  great  gifts,  and  great  re¬ 
pute,  and  yet  remain  dead  in  trefpafies  and  fins. 
Lord y  have  we  not  prophefied  in  thy  name  ?  and  thou 
haft  taught  in  our  jireets  ;  yet.  Depart  from  me ,  I  ne¬ 
ver  knew  you.  The  queftion  turns  here*.  Are  old 
things  pafled  away  ?  When  'the  children  of  Ifrael 
were  terrified  with  God’s  appearance  of  old,  then 
they  faid,  All  that  the  Lord  hath  faid  will  we  do, 
and  be  obedient :  O,  fays  God,  that  there  was  fuch 
an  heart  in  them  !  Exod.  xxiv.  7.  It  is  not  enough 
to  begin  well,  to  promife  well :  Saul  was  as  ready 
at  promifing,  as  any  of  you  are-,  when  Samuel  met 
him,  he  faith,  Blejfed  be  thou  of  the  Lord ,  1  have 
performed  the  commandment  of  the  Lord ,  He  loved 
the  minifteis  of  God,  though  he  loved  his  own 
fins.  May  I  not  fay  to  fome,  as  Samuel  did  to  Saul, 
IVhat  meaneth  then  the  bleating  of  the  jheep  in  mine 
ears ,  and  the  lowing  of  oxen  that  I  hear  ?  1  Sam.  xv. 
14.  What  hath  the  new  nature  to  do  with  heart- 
idols,  with  filthinefs  of  flelh  and  1  pint,  with  a  vain 
walk,  or  a  fruitlefs  conversation  ?  What  fruit  baft 

thou  in  thofe  things  whereof  ye  once  profefied  your- 
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elves  afhamed  ?  Is  not  the  end  of  thofe  things  death  ? 
If  ye  have  received  Chrift  the  Lord,  walk  after 
him,  and  walk  in  him :  Be  ye  followers  of  Chrift  as 
dear  children . 

Infer.  4.  What  amazing  grace  does  God  fhew 
in  forming  the  new  creature  ?  Behold ,  all  things  are 
become  new .  Admire  the  fovereign^ower  and  grace 
of  God  ;  Ton  hath  he  quickened ,  who  were  dead  in 
tufpaffes  and  fmsy  Eph.  ii.  1. 

Infer.  5.  Let  fuch  who  are  longing  after  the 
new  creature  feek  to  God,  and  truft  in  him.  It 
is  a  creation.  God  can  as  eafily  fpeak  grace  into 
thy  heart,  as  into  another’s  ;  Such  were  fomeof  you  ; 
the  vileft  finners  :  But  ye  are  wafhed .  The  more 
defperate  thy  cafe,  the  more  extraordinary  thy  cure, 
and  God  will  be  the  more  glorified  by  it. 

Let  but  God  put  forth  an  aft  of  his  exceeding 
great  power,  and  thy  dead  foul  (hall  live.  He 
gives  it  as  an  encouragement  to  poor  fouls  in  that 
very  chapter  where  he  promifes  the  new  heart; 
Yet for  all  thefe  things  he  will  be  inquired  of  by  the  houfe 
of  ffrael  to  doit  for  them>  Ezek.  xxxvi.  37, 
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Luke  xii.  42,  43. 

And  the  Lord faid ,  Who  then  is  that faithful  and 
wife  fieward,  whom  his  Lord  fall  make  ruler 
over  his  houfold,  to  give  them  their  portion 
of  meat  in  due  feafon  ?  Blefied  is  that  fervant , 
whom  his  Lord  when  he  cometb  fall  find  fo 
doing • 

1  T  is  needlefs  to  fpend  much  time  in  looking  into 
j  the  occafion  and  connexion  of  thefe  words. 
From  the  fuddennefs  of  his  coming  to  judgment, 
and  the  uncertainty  we  are  under  as  to  the  time  of 
it,  our  Lord  recommends  watchfulnefs  as  the  bed 
expedient  to  prevent  the  danger  of  a  furprife  :  Peter 
hereupon  puts  the  queftion  to  Cbrift,  whether  he 
intended  this  as  a  general  exhortation,  wherein  all 
his  difcip'es  were  concerned  ;  or  only  as  a  fpecial 
direftion  to  his  apodles,  and  to  thofe  who  (hould 
afterwards  fucceed  them,  in  the  work  of  the  mi- 
niftry. '  My  text  is  our  Lord’s  anfwer ;  wherein  is 
fnewn  fufficiently  what  is  the  true  meaning  and  ex¬ 
tent  of  his  former  difcourfe  ;  and  particular  appli¬ 
cation  is  made  in  the  parable,  to  apodles  and  mi- 
nifters  of  the  gofpel,  as  fuch. 

Every  fervant  has  his  account  to  give  :  We  mud 

all  appear  before  the  judgment-feat  of  (Thrift :  But 
1  r  dewards 
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ftewards  have  the  greateft  of  all  others,  becaufe 
their  truft  and  their  charge  is  gieateft.  d  heir  Lord 
has  made  them  rulers  over  his  houfhold  ;  not  as 
princes,  who  exercife  fovereignty  and  dominion  ; ' 
but  as  ftewards,  whofe  chief  bufinefs  it  is  to  make 
provifion.  We  are  your  guides,  not  your  lords. 
Minifters,  to  ferve  you  in  the  things  of  Chrift  and 
falvation  •,  not  mafters,  to  prefcribe  laws  and  or¬ 
dinances,  to  which  the  gofpei  is  a  ftranger  ;  and  to 
-fling  and  vex  you,  becaufe  in  confcience  towards 
Chrift,  and  fidelity  to  his  word,  you  cannot  com¬ 
ply  with  them.  This  is  our  truft  and  our  charge  : 
How  hard  to  execute  it  well  !  To  be  faithlul  and 
wife  in  all  our  miniftrations  •,  circumfpett  and  ex¬ 
emplary  in  the  whole  compafs  of  our  walk  and 
converfation  !  Therefore  are  the  words  of  our  text 
brought  in  by  way  of  interrogation  ;  Who  then  is 
that  faithful  and  wife  Jt e-ward?  That  is  to  fay,  they 
are  very  rare,  and  hard  to  be  found  :  Chrift  has 
few  fuch  fervants;  his  family,  his  churches,  few 
fuch  ftewards.  Some  there  are  through  grace  : 
The  Lord  increafe  their  number !  In  farther  open¬ 
ing  of  the  words  for  your  *  inftru&ion  and  my 
own,  as  the  Lord  is  pleafed  to  help,  I  would  do 
four  things ; 

I.  Open  the  work  of  an  evangelical  Paftor,  as 
here  defcribed. 

II.  Shew  what  are  the  qualifications  of  fuch  a 
pallor  •,  whereby  only  he  is  fitted  for  his  work, 
and  like  to  prove  fuccefsful  in  it :  JVbo  then  is 
that  faithful ,  &c. 

III.  Lay  before  you  fome  quickening  motives 
to  ftir  you  up  to  conftancy  and  diligence  in 
your  work. 

O  4  IV.  Clofe 

✓ 

*  This  Sermon  was  preached  at  the  ordination  of  the  Rev.  Mr* 
Richard  Cooper  at  Mel  bo  urn  in  C  amb  rid gejlj.ir  e,  July  18,  1745* 
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JV.  Clofe  this  folemn  charge  and  exhortation* 
with  fome  things  by  way  of  encouragement  to 
fupport  you  in  it.  Blejfed  is  that  fervant*  &c. 

I.  Give  me  leave  to  prefent  to  your  view  the 
work  and  duty  of  an  evangelical  paftor,  You  are 
a  fervant  to  Chrift,  Matt.  xxiv.  45.  Who  then  is  a 
faithful  and  wife  fervant  ?  Nor  think  this  a  mean 
bleffing  the  greateft  honour  a  creature  can  have, 
is  to  be  owned  of  God  as  his  fervant  :  The  dignity 
of  angels  themfelves  lies  in  their  fervices :  They 
are  principalities  and  powers*  Eph.  iii.  10.  but  in  all 
this  they  are  miniftring  fpirits ,  Eleb.  i.  14.  You 
are  a  fervant  to  Chrift,  a  fteward  to  his  houfliold  ; 
fouls,  and  the  gofpel  which  is  the  proper  food  and 
provifion  of  fouls,  are  committed  unto  you.  Let 
a  man  fo  account  of  us  as  of  the  minifters  of  Chrijl , 
and  ft  e-wards  of  the  my fl  erics  of  God ,  1  Cor.  iv.  1. 
Therefore, 

1,  Feed  the  houfhold.  The  duty  of  a  paftor, 
is  to  feed-,  of  a  fteward  to  provide.  This  requires 
good  heed  :  A6ts  xx.  23.  Take  heed  to  all  the flock* 
to  feed  the  church  of  God .  That  is  not  food,  which 
is  not  proper  for  nourifhment.  Tafte  the  word 
firft  your  ft; If,  which  you  diftribute  to  others.  A 
fermon,  be  it  ever  fo  well  ftudied,  is  never  well 
preached  till  it  is  preached  to  our  own  fouls.  Frefent 
fenfe,  experience,  digeftion,  enjoyment,  put  a  glow 
into  our  word,  and  a  relifh  into  our  doctrine,  which 
can  never  be  mimick’d  by  induftry  or  art.  The  land* 
fay  the  fpiesof  old,  which  wepajfed  through  to  fear  ch. 
it*  is  an  exceeding  good  land*  Numb.  xiv.  7*  Let  the 
name,  and  grace,  and  Spirit,  and  love  of  Chrift, 
whofe  fervant  you  are,  triumph  in  every  Sermon  : 
Recommend  him  to  your  people,  as  a  land u ary  to 
protect  them  ;  as  a  propitiation  to  reconcile  them  ; 
a  treafure  to  enrich  them ;  an  advocate  to  prefent 

their  perfons  and  fervice$  unto  God  :  As  wifdom 
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to  counfel  y  as  righteoufnefs  to  juftify  ;  as  fan£UB- 
cation  to  renew,  as  redemption  to  fave;  as  an  in- 
exhaufted  fountain  of  pardon,  grace  comfort,  vic¬ 
tory,  glory.  This  is  food  ;  I  am  the  bread  of  Life  y 

feed  the  houfhold. 

2.  Defend  the  truth.  A  fteward,  to  whom  is 
committed  the  overfight  of  the  houfhold,  fhould  be 
the  firft  in  efpying  any  danger  which  is  like  to  befal 
the  family.  The  keeping  of  the  faith  was  theapoftle  s 
duty,  fo  he  fpeaks  of  it  as  his  glory  :  I  hayefinifhed 
fiiy  courfe ,  1  have  kept  the  faiths  2,  Tim.  in.  7*  That 
dodlrine  which  lays  the  creature  low,  which  exalts 
free  ^race,  and  promotes  hounds  both  in  heart  and 
life,  efteem  every  line  of  it  precious.  The  faith 
of  the  gofpel  is  worth  ftriving  for,  becaufe  it  is  the 
food  of  your  own  and  others  fouls :  It  is  the  foun¬ 
dation  on  which  we  build  lor  eternity,  d  he  fprings 
of  our  fpiritual  life  are  gone,  our  ftrength  for 
duty,  our  hope  of  glory,  if  Chrift  be  not  God  ;  if 
juftification  be  not  of  grace  ;  if  we  are  not  chofen 
to  falvation  as  the  end,  to  fandtification  as  the  means  y 
and  as  we  are  chofen  by  fovereign  grace,  if  we  are 
not  kept  by  almighty  power.  Deny  the  importance 
of  thefe,  or  any  other  gofpel  truths,  and  it  is  the 
fatne  as  if  you  difbelieve  the  truth  itfelf.  That  is 
not  worth  having,  which  is  not  worth  owning. 
There  is  a  practical  way  of  preaching  (as  they  phraie 
it)  fome  men  are  famed  for,  which  is  to  drop  the 
Chriftian  faith,  and  to  fink  below  fome  heathen 
moralifts.  But  thou ,  0  man  of  God ,  flee  thefe  things , 
Defend  the  truth. 

3.  Adminifter  all  appointed  ordinances.  Thefe 
are  a  part  of  the  provifion  our  Lord  has  made  for 
the  nourifhment  of  his  houlhold  •,  and  are  proper 
means  for  the  building  them  up  in  knowledge,  faith, 
holinefs,  and  comfort.  A  fteward  is  his  lord’s  re- 
prefentative  in  the  family  ;  you  adl  inChrift’s  name, 
and  reprefent  his  tendernefs,  love  and  care,  as  well 

when 
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when  you  are  vifiting  your  flock,  inquiring  into 
.their  fpiritual  efta.te,  their  knowledge,  growth,  con¬ 
versation,  and  bolinefs ;  when,  like  our  great  high- 
prieft,  you  are  bringing  their  names,  temptations, 
doubts  before  the  throne  ;  as  well  as  when  admini- 
ftring  the  two  Seals  of  the  covenant,  Baptifm  and 
the  Lord’s  Supper;  or  exercifing  office,  power  and 
authority,  in  admitting  and  excluding  members. 
Appearing  in  the  pulpit -and  at  the  table  of  the 
Lord  is  the  leaft  part  of  your  work,  as  ruler  over 
Chrift’s  houftiold.  His  family  on  earth  are  a  com¬ 
pany  of  tempted  ones,  who  need  exhortation,  re¬ 
proof,  comfort,  in  a  more  perfooal  and  particular 
way  than  can  be  given  from  the  pulpit.  By  fre¬ 
quent  vifits  you  Aide  into  their  hearts,  and  draw  oyt 
their  whole  fouls,  or  ever  they  are  aware:  By  prayer 
with  them,  and  for  them,  you  make  their  doubts, 
fears,  comforts,  your  own.  Some  of  the  fweeteft 
fenfes  you  are  helped  to  give  of  Scripture,  you  will 
find  the  iflfue  and  refult  of  the  conflicts,  experiences, 
and  love- vifits  of  other  faints.  The  apoftle  Paul 
himfeif  expeCted  to  receive  forne  fpiritual  gift  from 
the  believing  Remans ,  as  well  as  to  impart  it  to 
them,  Rom.  i.  12.  Nothing  will  render  you  more 
like  to  Chrift,  than  a  compaffionate  fufiering  with  . 
all  the-  members  of  the  church  in  all  their  afflicti¬ 
ons,  trials,  and  difconfolations,  inward,  or  outward. 
Who*)  fays  bieflfed  Paul,  is  weak ,  and  I  am  not  weak  ? 
who  is  offended,  and  I  burn  not  ?  2.  Cor.  xi.  29.  This 
will  prove  you  an  evangelical  paftor  ;  and  that  the 
Sheep  are  confidered  by  you  as  your  own.  Admi- 
nifter  all  appointed  ordinances. 

4.  Teach  and  guide  by  example,  as  well  as  by 
doCtrine.  He  is  reprefented  as  an  evil  fervant  whole 
converfation  is  corrupt,  how  pure  foever  might  be 
his  doCtrine,  ver.  45.  We  mud  be  like  the  ftar, 
which  did  not  only  light  the  wife  men,  but  led  them 
to  Chrift.  He  who  by  his  wicked  life  buildeth 


Se  r  .  XVIII.  Mimfiers  Chrijl’s  Stewards.  2  j  9 

again  thofe  things  which  by  his  holy  dodtrine  he 
deftroyed,  maketh  himfelf  a  tranfgreffor,  and  ftand$ 
condemned  out  of  his  own  mouth.  Be  thou  an  ex¬ 
ample  to  the  believers  in  all  things ,  is  a  part  of  the 
charge  given  to  Timothy.,  1  Tim.  iv.  12.  JThs  fins 
of  the  priefts  will  make  the  offerings  of  the  Lord 
to  be  abhorfed  by  the  people ;  the  greateft  part  of 
men  being  in  this  refpedt  like  fheep,  who  go  rather 
as  they  are  led  than  as  they  are  taught.  The  word 
lofes  its  awe  and  reverence  where  the  preacher  is  off 
his  guard,  and  walks  at  large-,  we  cannot  expedt 
that  other  men  fhould  follow  our  dodtrine  when 
we  ourfelves  forfake  it.  An  holy  life  juftifies  the 
dodtrines  which  are  according  to  godlinefs.  Our  call¬ 
ing  fhould  fet  us  far  from  fins,  becaufe  it  fets  us 
netr  to  God.  Be  not  like  the  Kechabites,  who  were 
fcribes  to  make  evidences  for  other  mens  lands, 
but  had  none  of  their  own  ;  1  Chron .  ii.  55-  com¬ 
pared  with  Jer.  xxxv.  8,  9.  Rather  with  the  prieft 
under  the  law,  offer  firft  for  thine  own  cleanfing, 
then  for  the  people’s  confider  the  Lord  our  God  is 
holy.  Teach  and  guide  by  example  as  well  as  by 
dodtrine.  So  much  for  the  work  itfelf. 

IT.  Let  me  hint  at  fome  things  relating  to  the 
qualifications  of  fuch  a  paftor :  Who  is  that  faithful 
and  wife Jteward?  Paftoral  faithfulnefs  reipedts  four 
things 

Sincerity  in  the  perfon  purity  in  the  intention 
or  aim  ;  diligence  in  the  work ;  and  impartiality  in 
the  adminiftration. 

x.  Sincerity  in  the  perfon  and  frame.  Abrahams, 
heart  is  laid  to  be  faithful  towards  God,  becaufe  it 
was  upright  before  him,  Net.  ix.  8:  Gen.  xvii.  1. 
compared.  He  can  have  little  care  or  concern  for 
other  fouls,  who  has  no  fenfe  of  the  worth  of  his 
own.  If  there  be  no  oil  in  the  veffel,  it  cannot 
fhine  long  in  the  lamp';  you  will  find  your  own 
heart  one  of  the  hardeft  texts  you  have  to  preach 

-  7  . 
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on.  Our  work  is  fpiritual ;  but,  alas !  fo  often  are 
not  our  frames.  Gifts  may  make  us  ufeful  to  others, 
but  without  the  prefent  exercife  of  grace  in  duty, 
how  many  times  are  we  a  burden  and  terror  to 
ourfelves  ?  Delight  in  God  is  that  which  gives  us 
iweetnefs,  reft,  and  complacency  in  duty.  Keep¬ 
ers  of  the  vineyards  have  a  vineyard  of  their  own 
to  keep ;  ano  believe  me,  brother,  abounding  in 
publick  fervices  and  employ,  will  never  atone  for 
neglefts  in  our  private  and  perfonal  communion. 
Our  Lord  found  fome  time,  early  in  the  morning, 
or  late  at  night,  for  fpecial  communion,  when  he 
preached  all  day  publicly  to  the  people.  The 
fweeteft  fruits  the  foul  feeds  on  all  his  life  time  are 
thofe  he  gathers  from  his  own  vine ;  fincerity  in 
the  perfon  and  frame  is  included  in  this  faithful- 
nefs. 

2.  Purity  in  the  intention  and  aim.  Thofe  build¬ 
ers  of  old  are  faid  to  have  dealt  faithfully  :  no 
reckoning  was  made  with  them,  becaufe  they  a&ed 
out  of  a  principle  of  pure  zeal  to  God  and  his  houfe, 
without  any  refpeft  had  to  bye  and  bale  ends.  We 
err  at  our  firft  fetting  out,  if  we  are  a&ed  by  any 
other,  than  that  noble  principle  recommended  to 
'Timothy,  %  Tim.  ii.  15.  Study  to  (hew  thyfelf  approv¬ 
ed  of  God.  If  the  eye  be  not  to  Chrift  alone  in 
our  preparations,  inward  debates,  vifits,  converfa- 
tion,  our  eye  is  not  Tingle.  The  fear  of  man  bring- 
eth  a  fnare;  fo  does  the  love  of  lucre  and  applaufe. 
The  fcourge  of  longues  is  in  God’s  hands ;  if  it 
lalhes,  it  cannot  hurt  when  there  is  peace  within  : 
Leave  events  to  God  ;  live  above  creature  fupplies. 
Your  great  Lord,  who  has  fent  you  into  his  vine¬ 
yard,  has  promifed  to  give  you  whatfoever  is  right: 
You  and  I  w'ere  never  gainers  when  we  have  been 
for  taking  the  right  of  judgment  out  of  Chrift’s 
hands.  Chrift  did  all  his  fervices  from  a  principle 
of  love  and  defire  to  pleaie  God.  Wherefore,  fays 

bleffed 
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blefied  Paul*  we  labour ,  f  whether  prefent  or  ab- 

fent,  we  may  be  accepted  of  him .  If  our  great  Lord 
approves,  no  matter  who  condemns  us.  Purity  in 
intention  and  aim  is  an  ingredient  in  paftoral  faith- 
fulnefs. 

3.  Diligence  in  our  whole  work  is  comprehend¬ 
ed  in  it.  The  wicked  iervant  is  called  Jlothful , 
Matt,  xxv,  26.  It  is  an  extenfive  care  which  the 
ftewards  of  Chrift’s  houfhold  have  devolved  upon 
them.  There  is  work  for  our  heads,  hearts,  and 
hands  :  Nor  is  it,  fays  Mr.  Flavel ,  fo  much  the 

expence  of  our  labours  that  kills  us,  as  the  lofs 
of  them  ;  we  can  feldom  find  our  work  as  we 
“  leave  it  :•  Sin  and  Satan  unravel  all  we  do.”  Mi¬ 
nifters,  above  all  others,  had  need  to  be  diligent 
in  kufinefSy  fervent  in  fpirit ,  ferving  the  Lord . 
Thofe  who  are  called  daily  to  lay  out  had  need 
take  care  that  they  lay  up.  Paul's  advice  to  Timo¬ 
thy  is,  Meditate  on  thefe  things ,  give  thyfelf  wholly 
unto  them ,  1  Tim.  iv.  15,  You  will  find  it  in  fpi- 
rituals,  as  it  is  in  temporals,  the  diligent  hand  mak- 
eth  rich .  He  that  makes  no  preparation  before¬ 
hand  what  he  (hail  fay  to  his  people,  tempts  God 
to  come  out  of  his  ordinary  way  to  his  aftiftance  ; 
as  he  that  crufts  wholly  to  his  own  preparation, 
makes  a  God  of  his  gifts.  Then,  my  dear  brother 
and  friend,  is  the  Spirit  trufted  by  us  on  the  Lord’s 
day  with  the  greattft  boldnefs,  when  we  have  been 
waiting  on  him  in  a  way  of  duty,  with  die  great- 
eft  application  in  the  week.*  Peter  had  been  toiling 
all  nighty  and  had  caught  nothing ,  when  Chrifi  met 
him ,  and  commanded  to  caft  the  net  on  the  right  fide 
of  the  /hip.  Diligence  is  a  branch  of  that  faithful- 
nefs  recommended  in  our  text. 

4.  Paftoral  faithfulnefs  refpecls  that  impartiality 
which  fhouid  attend  all  adminiftrations.  Timothy  is 
charged  before  God ,  and  the  Lord  Jefitts  Cbri/i,  and 
the  eletl  angels ,  that  he  obferve  ail  the  things  ihit 
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were  left  in  truji  with  him ,  without  preferring  one  be¬ 
fore  another ,  doing  nothing  by  partiality,  i  Tim.  v. 
21.  He  that  adts  for  the  glory  of  Chrift  will  en¬ 
deavour  always  to  walk  in  his  Spirit.  All  the  fouls 
of  his  faints  are  equally  dear  to  the  blefled  jefus : 
Let  them  be  fo  to  you.  Think  it  no  difturbance 
to  be  interrupted  in  your  ftudies  by  the  objections 
and  fears  of  a  young  convert,  or  the  fad  complaints 
of  a  diftreflfed  believer.  Thofe  breaks  and  paren- 
thefes  in  our  work,  are  often  the  fweeteft  part  of  it: 
Bear  with  their  ignorance,  weaknefs,  yea  their  very 
impertinencies :  To  (hew  morofenefs  or  impatience 
is  to  turn  that  which  is  lame  out  of  the  way,  and 
to  pufh  the  difeafed  which  are  rather  to  be  healed. 
Remember,  cc  He  that  winneth  fouls  is  wife.’5  Pre¬ 
fer  the  truth  of  God,  and  the  confcience  of  duty, 
before  the  favours  of  men :  Cowardife  in  a  mini- 
fter  is  bafer  than  in  a  foldier,  by  how  much  our 
warfare  is  more  honourable.  A  faithful  reproof 
will  get  more  love  and  honour  at  the  laft,  than  a 
finful  and  fawning  difTimulation.  Though  Paul  re¬ 
proved  the  diffimulation  of  Peter ,  yet  Peter  praif- 
eth  the  wifdom  of  Paul :  Our  beloved  brother  Paul , 
according  to  the  wifdom  given  unto  him ,  hath  written 
unto  you,  2  Pet.  iii.  15.  In  a  word,  we  are  much 
more  in  danger  to  wrong  the  fouls  of  men  by  our 
oil  than  by  our  fait,  by  our  promifes  than  by  our 
reproofs.  Faithfulnefs  refpedls  that  impartiality 
which  fhould  attend  all  our  miniftrations  :  Who  is 
that ,  & c.  A  few  things  concerning  his  wifdom ,  which 
is  afecond  qualification.  This  refpedls  the  follow¬ 
ing  things,  ' 

1.  The  choice  of  your  fubjedt. 

2.  The  phrafe  or  didtion  in  which  they  are  de¬ 
livered. 

3.  The  feafon  in  which  they  are  to  be  treated  on. 

4.  That  gravity  of  deportment  whereby  you  ap¬ 
pear  as  an  example  to  the  believer  in  all  things. 

1.  Minifterial 
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1.  Minifterial  wifdom  and  prudence  refpe&s  the 
choice  of  your  fubjedt.  Hence  the  fteward  in  my 
text  is  called  in  2  Tim.  ii.  15.  A  workman  that 
needeth  not  to  be  ajhamedy  as  knowing  how  to  turn 
his  hand  to  every  branch  of  bufinefs  which  lies  be¬ 
fore  him.  The  meat  God  has  provided  is  of  va¬ 
rious  forts,  of  which  a  wife  fteward  will  divide 
and  cut  up  to  every  one  his  proper  portion.  The 
word  of  truth  confifts  of  law  and  gofpel,  promifes 
and  terrors,  grace  and  duty.  Some  are  Chrift’s 
fheep  to  be  brought  into  the  fold  ^  others  are  ga¬ 
thered  in,  and  are  to  be  built  up  •,  among  thofe  are 
babes,  who  are  to  be  fed  with  milk  ^  namely,  plain 
eafy  gofpel  truths,  concerning  pardon,  righteouf- 
nefs,  acceptance  to  life,  which  are  both  fuitable, 
and  eafy  of  digeftion  ;  ftrong  men  are  to  be  fed 
with  ftronger  meat,  ancient  things,  fuch  as  the 
everlafting  love  of  God  towards  his  eledt  in  Chrift* 
The  perfon,  offices,  and  headfhip  of  the  Mediator, 
thefe  are  things  which  beft  fuit  their  age  and  Hand¬ 
ing  in  the  church  of  Chrift  ;  wandering  fouls  are  to 
be  fettled  *,  fecure  fanners  roufed ;  backfliders  threat- 
ned  ;  fuch  as  are  weary  and  heavy  laden,  to  be 
raifed  up.  Our  Lord’s  firft  public  fermon  in  the 
fynagogue  was  unto  fuch.  Herein  lies  your  mini¬ 
fterial  (kill,  in  giving  to  every  man  his  demenfum , 

(as  it  is  exprefied  in  our  text)  that  portion  of  meat 
which  is  allotted  him,  which  his  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  ftate,  condition,  and  relation  in  life  call 
for.  The  apoftle  calls  the  elders  of  the  church  at 
Ephefus  to  witnefs,  that  he  had  kept  back  nothing 
which  might  be  profitable  to  them ,  Adts  xx,  20.  fucli 
as  ftand  in  God’s  counfel,  dare  not  but  declare  all 
h;s  counfel.  This  minifterial  wifdom  refpedts  the 
choice  of  your  fubjedts. 

2.  It  refpedts  the  language  in  which  they  are  to 
be  delivered  :  See  that  this  be,  Firft,  wholefome. 
Secondly,  plain, 

1.  Let  : 
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i.  Let  it  be  wholfome  :  Sound  fpeech  that  cannot 
be  condemned;  never  preach  the  law  without  Chrift: 
As  it  was  delivered,  fo  let  it  be  preached  in  the 
hands  of  a  Mediator.  At  the  fame  time  you  dif« 
cover  the  difeafe  point  to  the  phyfician  :  Behold  the 
Lamb  of  God  (fays  John  the  Baptift)  which  taketb 
away  the  fins  of  the  world.  If  you  fpeak  of  repen¬ 
tance,  fee  that  you  fpeak  of  it  as  a  part  of  the 
obedience  of  faith :  Gofpel-repentance  flows  from 
an  apprehenfion  of  grace  and  mercy  through  a 
Mediator.  And  when  you  talk  of  faith,  though  it 
be  the  creature’s  ad,  be  fure  you  fpeak  of  it  as 
God  the  Spirit’s  work  ;  unto  you  it  is  given  to  believe, 
Phil.  i.  29.  Know  no  terms  or  conditions  of  the 
covenant,  fave  what  Chrift  has  fulfilled  ;  falvation 
from  firft  to  laft  is  a  free  gift.  Finally  lay  down 
the  neceflity  of  good  works,  as  evidences  to  juftify 
our  faith  before  men,  while  you  dired  to  the  righte- 
oufnefs  of  Chrift  only,  as  that  which  juftifies  the 
perfon  in  the  fight  of  God.  Let  your  language  be 


wholefome. 

2.  Let  it  be  plain.  Aim  not  to  fhoot  over  your 
peoples  heads,  but  rather  if  it  be  pofiible  to  affed 
their  hearts.  Choofe  rather  to  be  profitable  than 
faflaionable  in  preaching.  It  has  coft  fome  more 
pains  to  ftudy  plainnefs,  than  it  hasrdone  others  to 
ftudy  politenefs.  Remember  delights  of  fancy  hin¬ 
der  wounds  of  heart.  Never  affed  to  fliow  your 
learning*  for  that  appears  moft  beautiful,  as  it  is 
ever  moft  ufeful,  when  it  is  moft  concealed  :  That 
furely  is  the  beft  kev  that  fits  the  lock  and  opens 
the  door.  Our  art'  does  but  fpoil  the  edge  which 
there  is  upon  the  words  of  God’s  Spirit.  Let  your 
language  be  plain.  The  wifdom  my  text  ipeaxs  of 
refpeds  the  language  in  which  gofpel  truths  are  to 

be  delivered.  .  .... 

„  It  extends  itfelf  to  the  feafon  in  which  they 

are  to  be  treated  on.  Prefcnt  truths  which  are 
■  ftruck 


/ 
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ftruck  at  in  our  day  are  to  be  vindicated  ;  and 
prefect  fins,  which  pnfedbrs  are  prone  to  run  into. 


are  to  be  reproved.  O !  then  is  a  fara]  neutrality 
and  indinerency  prevailing  among  profefibrs,  both 
as  to  dodrine  and  pradice.  A  in  our  creed 


has  made  a  lad  change  in  our  to itne nooerate 
principles  have  been  an  inlet  to  ail  that  irrehgion 
which  is  in  feme  familos  and  to  the  dreadful  de- 


clenfions  which  are  in  c 'lurches,  W  he.never  the 

perfon,  righteoufnefs,  grace  ,  arid  Spirit  of  Chrift 
are  negleded  i  1  your  p  eachmg,  you  m  y  bid 
farewell  to  the  power  of  vital  godiinefs  in  your  own 
and  other  fouls.  Guard  again  ft  lukewa*mnefs,  that 
bane  of  true  godiinefs.  If  God  be  God,  ferve  him  ; 
if  Baal  be  God,  ferve  him.  Brother,  you  may  fhew:’ 
the  good  temper  of  a  Chriflian,  while  you  are  fight¬ 
ing  the  good  fight  of  faith,  and  keep  the  good  pro- 
fed! on  you  have  made  this  day  before  many  wit- 
nefies.  Minifterial  prudence  will  dired  to  the  fea-  - 
fon  in  which  particular  truths  are  mod  neceifary, 
anu  likely  to  p  ove  mod  ufeful.  J  here  are  many 
things  good  in  themfelves  3  but,  as  Hujhaifad  of 
Ahii op  a  el  s  counfel,  tatty  ate  not  fo  good  at  fuch.a  time 
or  feafon :  But  a  word  fitly  fpoken,  that  hits  the  cafe, 
the  tim. ,  the  occafion,  and  circumdances  of  per- 
ions  and  things,  is  like  apples  of  gold  in  pM  1 res  of  fil~ 
as  pleafant  to  the  ear  as  they  were  to  the  eye. 

4.  I  his  wildom  concerns  that  gr  ivity  of  deport¬ 
ment  wnich  is  neceflary  to  conciliate  a  refped  for 
your  pei  ion,  and  a  regard  for  your  minidrations. 

1.  hus  our  Saviour’s  Iwe  tnefs  allured,  and  John  the 
Baptid  s  gravity,  made  even  an  Herod  to  fear.  A 

mixtUkC  of  both,  is  moil  amiable  and  becomin°r  the 
ftewarci  of  Chrift. 


III.  By  way  of  motive  to  a  due  attendance  to 
your  whole  wor*c.  1  his  taj&es  in  two  tilings  which 
are  fuggefted  in  the  text. 

^  1  *.  You 
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i.  You  are  not  your  own,  but  Chrift’s,  and  the 
Churches.  A  fteward  is  wholly  another’s :  Hence 
miniftcrs  are  called  vejfels ,  2  Cor.  iv.  7.  not  only  to 
fignify  to  us,  that  we  can  convey  nothing  more 
than  we  have  received,  (a  truth  to  be  every  day 
thought  on)  we  are  not  fountains,  but  mere  cif- 
terns ;  but  to  (hew  alfo  that  what  they  receive  is 
not  for  themfelves  only,  but  for  others.  Brother, 
you  now  belong  not  to  Chrift  only,  but  to  this  par¬ 
ticular  church  and  branch  of  his  family.  You  are 
fet  as  a  ruler  over  this  part  of  his  houlhold  by 
your  own  confent,  and  folemn  inveftiture  of  you 
in  the  Lord’s  name  into  office.  Your  reading, 
knowledge,  gifts,  graces,  trials,  comforts,  are  for 
their  ufe  and  benefit.  It  would  be  facrilege  in  you 
to  keep  any  thing  back  *,  yea  there  is  a  true  and  fo- 
ber  fenfe,  in  which  it  may  be  faid  of  gofpel- pallors, 
that  their  very  fouls  are  not  their  own  *,  and  it  was 
no  compliment  (as  one  paraphrafes  it  upon  that 
paffage,)  but  a  lively  image  of  the  very  heart  of  the 
Apoftle,  when  he  told  the  Theffa!onians>  1  ThelT. 
ii.  8.  So  being  affectionately  defirous  of  you ,  we  were 
willing  to  have  imparted  unto  you ,  not  the  gofpel  of  God 
only*  but  alfo  cur  cwn  fouls ,  becaufe ye  were  dear  unto 
tiff  You  are  not  your  own,  but  the  church’s. 

2.  Chrift  will  one  day  come  and  demand  an  ac¬ 
count  of  your  whole  truft.  Stewards  are  account¬ 
able  to  them  by  whom  they  are  put  in  truft.  We 
fnall  be  judged  at  laft  not  as  minifters,  which  is  an 
office  of  honour  among  men,  but  as  fervants,  which 
imports  a  work  of  truft.  Our  God  values  no  man 
by  his  greatnefs,  place,  honour,  reputation  and 
office,  but  as  he  has  been  inftrumental  in  his  fer- 
vice,  and  as  he  has  kept  and  hulbanded  his  talents. 
Precious  time,  how  art  thou  fquandered  away  !  But 
we  fhould  have  no  loofe  founds,  no  vacant  hours, 
did  we  look  more  to  the  day  when  our  Lord  ffiail 

come.  It  is  an  awful  thought,  muft  I  who  have 

been 
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been  employed  in  that  great  work  of  faving  fouls  be 
now  myfelf  a  caft-away  ?  J,  who  have  (hone  as  a  ftar 
upon  earth,  be  now  (hut  up  for  ever  in  horror  and 
darknefs  ?  I  cannot  conclude  without  leaving  two 
things,  by  way  of  encouragement  and  fupport, 
under  this  awful  and  important  truft. 

1.  If  you  are  faithful  now,  you  (hall  be  bleffcd 
at  laft :  Your  great  mafter  has  a  crown  of  glory  in 
his  hands,  as  the  gift  of  grace.  If  you  work  for 
him,  you  (hall  appear  with  him:  All  your  labours, 
tears,  defires,  prayers,  will  one  day  be  publifhed 
before  angels  and  men,  and  your  own  fouls  faved 
with  the  fouls  of  your  dear  fellow-members  and 
brethren  in  Chrift  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jefus. 
Look  forward,  and  encourage  yourfelf  beforehand 
with  the  great  Apoftle’s  words,  2  Cor.  i.  13,  14.  For 
we  write  none  other  things  unto  you ,  than  what  you 
read  or  acknowledge ,  and  I  trujl  you  jhall  acknowledge 
even  to  the  end :  As  alfo  you  have  acknowledged,  us  in 
part?  that  we  are  your  rejoicings  as  ye  alfo  are  ours  in 
the  day  of  the  Lord  Jefus: 

2.  Your  Lord  will  feed  you,  while  you,  as  a 
fleward,  are  dividing  a  portion  to  others.  The 
Reward  has  a  table  of  his  own  provided  for  him  by 
his  Lord.  .  Your  fprings  are  all  in  Chrift  ;  though 
ftreams  fail,  there  is  all-fufficiency  in  the  fountain. 
We  look  here  and  there,  and  are  fometimes  dif- 
treflcd  on  all  hands,  in  our  great  and  important 
work.  Chrift  calls  us  off  from  our  trials,  ftraitneft, 
and  fears,  to  look  on  him  :  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway 
unto  the  end  of  the  world ;  with  him  I  leave  you,  dear 
brother,  to  fupport,  guide,  comfort,  and  eftablifti 
you  to  the  end.  To  whom  be  glory  in  the  churches 
throughout  all  ages.  Amen. 
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SERMON  XIX. 

I 


Receiving  Chrift,  and  walking  in  him* 


H  E  work  which  is  allotted  me  in  the  courfe 


J  of  this  day’s  fervice*,  is,  more  efpecially,  to 
addrefs  the  members  of  this  Church,  with  refpeft 
to  that  duty  which  they  owe  to  Chrift,  to  one  ano¬ 
ther,  and  to  the  worthy  perfon  whom  they  have 
publicly  received  this  day  to  be  their  paftor  :  And 
the  word  which  lays  the  foundation  of  our  medita¬ 
tions,  and  which  calls  fur  our  diligent  regard  now 
and  all  your  lives  long,  you  have  upon  record  in 


Colo s s i  an s  ii.  6. 


As  ye  have  therefore  received  Chrift  Jefus  the 

Lord,  fo  walk  ye  in  him. 

THE  defign  of  our  Apoflle  in  this  context, 
is  to  fortify  the  church  at  Coiojfe  againft  the 
fophiftry  and  guile  of  feducingfpirits.  The  mind 
of  man  is  prone  to  affect  novelty,  even  in  the 
things  of  God  j  and  as  this  is  ufually  the  lure  by 

*  This  Sermon  was  preached  at  Becking  in  EJfex,  July  5, 
1 7  Li  at  the  ordination  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  BavtdJcn. 
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which  the  Churches  are  drawn  away  from  that  fim- 
plicity  which  is  in  Chrift  ;  our  Apoftle,  by  way  of 
caution  and  exhortation,  lays  down  two  things  : 
One  you  have  ver.  3,  in  whom  are  hid  all  the  Irea- 
fures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge .  In  Chrift  and  his 
Gofpel  there  is  always  fomething  to  be  found  new, 
entertaining,  and  delightful,  as  well  as  fupporting 
and  fatisfying  to  the  foul.  And  this  I  fay ,  left  any 
man jhould  beguile  you  with  enticingwords,  ver.  4.  The 
other  you  have  in  the  words  of  our  text,  wherein 
the  Apoftle  calls  to  remembrance  their  fir  ft  faith 
and  hope  in  Chrift,  as  an  encouragement  to  their 
abiding  in  him  ftill ;  old  truths  are  tried  ones. 
There  is  no  reafoning  men  out  of  their  experience 
and  feeling.  As  ye  have  therefore  received  Chrift  Jefus 
the  Lord,  fo  walk  ye  in  him . 

In  difcourfing  on  which  words,  I  fhall  attempt 
the  four  following  things. 

I.  Shew  what  it  is  to  have  received  Chrift  Jefus 
the  Lord. 

II.  What  it  is  to  walk  in  him. 

IIL  When  a  Church,  or  particular  believers  in 
ir,  may  be  faid  to  waik  in  Chrift,  as  they  have 
received  him. 

IV.  Ciofe  with  fome  words  of  direflion  and  ufe« 
which  are  peculiarly  fuited  to  the  fervice  and 
folemnity  of  this  day. 


I.  I  am  to  fhevv  what  it  is  to  have  received  Chrift 
Jefus  the  Lord.  I  anfwer. 

Fir  ft ,  Receiving  of  Chrift  fuppofes  a  thorow 
conviftipn  and  fenfe  which  the  foul  has  of  its 
need  of  Chrift.  A  man  mull  fee  himfelf  a  finner, 
before  he  can  be  2  believer,  Gofpel-churches  are 
maJe  up  of  none  but  real  or  profefied  believers; 
but  it  is  one  thing  to  be  joined  to  the  Lord,  another 
thing  to  join  ourfelves  to  a  Church.  We  offer  our- 
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felves  to  the  fellowfhip  of  a  particular  Church,  as 
called  and  fanftified  in  Chrift  Jefus ;  but  we  firft 
come  to  Chrift,  and  betake  qurfelves  to  him,  as  loft, 
perifhing,  undone  Tinners.  ‘The  whole  heed  not  a 
phyfician ,  but  they  that  are  Jick,  Matth.  ix.  12.  .He 
that  does  not  lee  himfelf  condemned,  will  never  fue 
for  a  pardon.  It  is  the  wounded  fpirit  which  feeks 
after  healing  •,  therefore  we  flee  for  refuge  to  lay 
hold  on  the  hope  fet  before  us,  becaufe  we  fee  our- 
felves  in  danger  of  death,  from  the  avenger  of 
blood  that  follows  us  dole  at  the  heels :  Chrift  is  lift¬ 
ed  up  in  the  Gofpel,  and  prefented  in  the  promife, 
for  poor  perifhing  fouls  to  look  unto,  and  believe 
in  for  life  and  falvation.  As  Mofes  lifted  up  the 
ferpent  in  the  wildernefs,  even  fo  mujl  the  Son  of  man 
be  lifted  up  •,  that  whofoever  believe  th  in  him  fhould 
not  pe.rifh,  but  have  eternal  life ,  John  iii.  14,  15.  In 
believing,  the  foul  looks  on  itfelf  as  a  poor,  needy, 
fatherlefs,  friendlefs  creature,  and  ftays  itfelf  on 
foveremn  grace  and  mercy  :  we  have  believed  in 
Jefus  Chrift,  that  we  might  be  juftified ,  Gal.  ii.  1 6. 
This  fuppofes  an  apprehenfion  we  bad,  that  we  were 
under  condemnation.  The  ftrongeft  believer  was 
once  a  finking,  perifhing  Tinner.  A  Syrian  ready  to 
perifto  was  my  father,  Deut.  xxvi.  5.  Receiving  o.f 
Chrift  fuppofes  a  thorow  conviction. 

Secondly ,  Receiving  Chrift  fuppofes  Tome  know¬ 
ledge  6f  his  perfon  and  offices.  Faith  has  for  its 
great  objeft  the  perfon  of  Chrift  ;  not  barely  the 
doCtrine  or  myftery  of  Chrift,  ver.  2.  Hence  theO- 
loffian t,  in  our  text,  are  faid  to  have  received  Chrift 
himfelf,  and  to  look  for  whole  falvation  from  him. 
There  rnuft  be  a  feeing  the  Son,  John  vi.  40.  an  un¬ 
demanding  and  knowing  him  well,  who  he  is,  be¬ 
fore  there  can  be  any  faith  in  him.  Man  !  when 
thou  believeft,  thou  ventured  thine  all  with  the 
hie  fled  Jefus.  It  therefore  behoves  thee  to  conuder 
\ve!!,  before  thou  trufteft  thyfelf,  and  thine  eternal 
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concerns  in  his  hands :  If  (Thrift  be  not  God,  he 
can  be  no  Redeemer,  no  Surety,  no  Saviour;  a  mere 
man  cannot  be  a  rock,  a  precious  corner-done,  a 
fhre  foundation  for  faith  to  build  on.  What  our 
Apoftle  fpeaks  of  (Thrift’s  refurredtion,  may  be  af¬ 
firmed  of  his  perfon,  1  Cor.  xv.  14.  If  Chrift  be 
not  rifen ,  our  preaching  is  vain,  and  your  faith  is 
alfo  vain.  If  he  be  not  God,  let  him  die,  and  rife 
and  afcend  ;  as  to  the  juftification  of  a  finner  by 
his  righteoufnefs,  it  is  nothing.  And  if  Jelus  be 
not  alfo  Chrijl,  God’s  appointment  and  ordinance 
for  the  falvation  of  loft  finners,  the  poor,  burden¬ 
ed  fin  diftrefled  foul  draws  back  ;  faith  cannot  adt 
without  a  warrant.  Chrift  is  received  as  the  father’s 
gift  in  all  the  glories  of  his  perfon,  and  the  fuffi- 
ciency  of  his  fatisfadtion,  John  iv.  x  o.  If  thou  knewejl 
the  gift  of  God,  and  who  it  is  that  faith  to  thee ,  Give 
me  to  drink ;  thou  wouldft  have  afked  of  him ,  and  he 
would  have  given  thee  living  water.  Faith  adts  upon 
thepromifes,  becaufe  thefe  are  declarations  of  God’s 
mind  and  will,  with  refpedt  to  Chrift  Jefus  and 
that  falvation  which  is  in  him.  There  muft  be  a 
learning  before  there  can  be  a  receiving ;  thofe  things 
which  ye  have  both  learned  and  received,  do,  Phil.  iv. 
9.  God  the  Spirit  teaches  the  believing  foul  who 
Chrift  is ;  what  he  has  wrought ;  that  he  alone  can 
deliver  from  going  down  into  the  pit ;  and  alfo  that 
he  is  willing  to  fave  loft,  returning  finners ;  and 
none  teacheth  like  him. 

! Thirdly ,  Receiving  Chrift  fuppofes  an  hearty 
approval  of  the  Mediator’s  perfon,  and  the  foul’s 
full  confent  to  be  his.  Faith  lies  not  fa  much  in 
the  underftanding  as  in  the  heart ;  With  the  heart 
man  believeth  unto  righteoufnefs,  Rom.  x.  xo.  Chrift 
is  prophefied  of  as  the  defire  of  all  nations,  Haggai 
ii.  7.  This  implies  choice  and  delight.  The  finner 
is  never  gained  till  the  will  is  won.  Faith  takes 
Chrift  out  of  the  promife,  and  receives  him  into  the 
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heart.  ^  That  Chrift  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  ly  faith-, 
Eph.  iii.  iy.  Brethren,  there  are  many  bidders  for 
thefe  hearrs  of  ours*  pleafures,  profits,  riches*  ho¬ 
nours,  rafe  from  trouble  ;  thefe  the  fiefh  and  the 
Wi  r!d  bid.  A  ea,  but  who,  foul  !  will  deliver  thee 
from  the  wrath  which  is  to  come  ?  Who  will  give 
thee  peace  with  God  ?  Pardon  in  thine  own  bofom, 
dura  ole  nchesand  ngnteoufnefs,  true  liberty  here, 
and  pieaiures  for  evermore  hereafter?  Chrift  the 
Lord  can  do  this  and  more  ;  I  that  fp  ak  in  ri  hte - 
cufnefs,  Jays  Chrift,  am  mighty  to  fave.  I  will  can fe 
them  that  love  me  to  inherit  fuhfiance  ;  1  will  jin  their 
treafures .  Whom  wilt  thou  choofe?  To  whom 

wiit  thou  cleave  ?  whole  fhall  thine  heart  be  ?  A 
foul  touched  by  divine  grace,  flicks  not  to  ay,  "  I 
choofe  Chrift,  I  yield  myfelf  to  Chdft,  AJkur (hall 
j  ~  c  ns ,  we  will  not  ride  upon  horfes ,  neither 
wul  we  fay  any  more  to  the  work  of  our  hart  h,  JTe 
a*  e  our  Gods,  Hof.  xiv.  Duties  fhall  not  fave 
€6  me,  this  world  fhall  nor  fttisfy  me;  as  for  the 
lufts  of  the  fleffi,  and  of  the  mind,  which  1  lived 
<{  in  before*  I  renounce  them  for  ever.35  A  world 
fob  Chrift,  when  he  is  beheld  in  the  glory  of  his 
perfon*  and  the  pcrfe&ion  and  fuitablenefs  of  his 
righteoufnefs  :  The  foul  choofes  Chrift  and  fepa- 
rates  itfeir  from  ail  other  things  ;  not  works,  but 
grace,  not  his  own  dudes,  tears,  repentance,  but 
Chrift  alone..  Receiving  Chrift  fuppofes  an  hearty 
approbation.  Once  more, 

Fourthly,  Receiving  Chrift  includes  in  it  an  in¬ 
tire  rruft  in  his  perfon  for  all  good,  for  pardon, 
righteoufnefs,  acceptance  with  God,  and  eternal 
life,  $rh.  i.  13.  hi  whom  ye  trufied  after  that  ye 
heard  the  word  of  truth,  the  gofpel  of  our  falvaticn , 
Faith  achs  properly  in  a  way  of  cruft,  dependence, 
and  affiance  ;  it  is  called  therefore  a  looking  unto 
thrift*  Jfai  xlv.  22.  alluding  to  the  Ifraelites  of 
old,  who  looked  to  the  brazen  fepent,  not  out  of 
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curiofity  to  fee  what  it  was  made  of,  but  with 
earneftnefs  of  dcfire  and  expectation  to  be  healed 
by  it.  A  coming  to  him  with  appetite  and  affec¬ 
tion,  as  an  hungry  man  does  to  his  meat,  and  a 
thirfty  man  to  his  drink.  John  vi.  35.  1  am  the 

bread  of  life ,  he  that  comeih  to  me  (hall  never  hunger , 
and  he  that  helievcth  on  me  ft: all  never  thirjh  A  com- 
mit'ing  ourfelves  to  him,  2  Tim.  1.  12.  Becaulethe 
foul  makes  an  adventure  of  its  concerns  for  time 
and  eternity  into  his  hands.  Finally,  it  is  called  a 
leaning,  reft  ng,  Having;  alluding  to  the  rite  of 
transferring  n  hom  the  offender  to  the  beaft.  by 
laurg  his  hand  upon  the  hea  of  the  facrifice„ 
The  *oul,  Winn  it  has  rhus  received  C'hrift,  fends 
as  it  were  law  and  juftice  both  to  him,  for  a 
faosfadtion  and  payment.  It  is  Chrijl  that  died> 
therefore  the  foulF  truff  and  his  life  is  wholly  in 
him  ;  hence  believers  are  def:ribed,  Jude  ver.  21. 
As  looking  for  the  mercy  of  our  Lord  Jejus  Chrijl  unto 
eternal  life. 

So  much  for  our  firft  general,  what  it  is  to  re¬ 
ceive  Chrift  Jelus  the  Lord.  I  am  now  to  con- 
Tider, 

II.  What  it  is  to  walk  in  him.  Walking  is  a 
metaphor,  whereby  is  fignified  the  whole  of  a  be¬ 
liever’s  life  and  converfation  while  he  is  here  :  Thus 
2  Cor .  v.  7.  what  is  called  a  walking  by  faith,  is 
exp  effed,  GaL  ii.  20.  by  a  living  the  life  we  live  in 
the  flefh ,  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God.  In  general, 
two  things  are  implied  in  it. 

Firft,  That  the  life  of  a  believer  is  an  aftive  life. 

Secondly,  it  is  a  progreffive  life  ;  he  is  ever  go¬ 
ing  forward. 

Firft,  the  believer’s  life  is  an  a£tive  life.  You 
have  always  fomething  to  do,  or  fomething  to  Bear  $ 
every  relation  in  life  calls  for  fuitable  duty  ;  feafon- 
able  fruit,  and  abounding  fruit,  our  God  expe&s 
from  his  trees  of  righteoufnefs.  A  chrift ian  has  no 
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time,  in  which  to  be  idle  :  You  have  always  a  de¬ 
ceitful  heart  within  to  watch  over,  keep  thy  heart 
with  all  diligence  ;  and  a  fubtle  devil  and  infnaring 
world  without,  to  refill  and  overcome;  an  holy  and 
a  jealous  God  to  pleafe,  and  a  holy  calling  to  walk 
worthy  of.  Thy  watch  and  thy  walk  laft  fo  long  as 
thy  life  lafts,  and  blefTed  is  he  that  endures  unto 
the  end !  Some  that  fet  out  well  in  God’s  ways  are 
foon  wearied;  but  the  chriftian’s  life  is  an  adtive 
one,  there  is  no  Handing  Hill  in  our  chriftian 
courfe. 

Secondly,  It  is  a  progreffive  life;  it  is  a  believer’s 
duty  and  defire  to  go  forward,  2  Pet .  iii.  18.  Grow 
in  grace  and,  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
fefus  Chrift ,  2  Pet.  i.  5.  Add  to  your  faith  virtue , 
and  to  virtue  knowledge.  Whatever  grace  you  have 
exercifeck  whatever  gifts  you  have  attained,  think 
there  is  fomething  farther  to  be  learned,  to  be  re¬ 
ceived,  to  be  dene  ftill.  Reft  not  in  any  paft  ex¬ 
periences,  frames,  enlargements,  comforts,  but 
prefs  forward  ;  walking  is  a  conftant  and  progref¬ 
five  motion  ;  the  mark  is  yet  before  you,  and  you 
are  but  prefling  towards  it  till  your  journey  is  ended, 
and  fome  of  your  foreft  condidts,  your  rougheft 
way,  may  come  at  laft  :  As  you  have  received 
Chrift,  fo  walk  in  him;  well,  this  is  intended  by 
the  word  walk.  But, 

What  is  it  to  walk  in  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord  ?'  I 
an  fwer, 

1.  To  walk  in  Chrift,  is  to  converfe  every  where 
like  thofe  who  acknowledge  Chrift,  and  are  fubjedt 
to  his  government ;  who  are  under  the  law  to  Chrift, 
He  is  thy  Lord ,  and  worftoip  thou  him ,  PfaL  xlv.  1  r. 
As  he  is  the  author  and  objedl  of  our  faith ,  lo  is  he 
the  fovereign  commander  of  our  duty  and  obedience . 
The  man  in  Chrift  Jefus,  is  not  his  own :  He  waits 
for  Chrift’s  warrant,  he  afks  his  counfel,  and  liftens 
to  his  call  in  every  purpofe  and  in  every  adlion  ; 
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be  he  at  home  or  abroad,  in  company  or  alone,  ia 
the  family,  the  clofet,  the  church  or  the  world, 
the  language  of  his  heart  is,  “  My  Jefus,  my  God, 

*c  I  anf  ftijl  with  thee  •,  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have 
metodo?”  The  Apoftle calls  this,  vcr.  8.  awalk - 
fng  after  Chrift ,  becaufe  he  is  Lord  and  lawgiver  in 
his  own  houfe,  which  houfe  are  we ,  Heb.  iii.  6. 
Not  the  inventions  or  opinions  of  men,  but  the 
command  of  Chrift  is  wholly  to  be  regarded  in  what 
concerns  the  faith  and  order  of  gofpel  churches* 
Receive  nothing  in  point  of  dodtrine  or  difcipline 
which  will  not  bear  the  preface  of  Paul’s  profeffion, 

1  Cor ,  xi.  23.  For  I  have  received  of  the  Lord  that 
which  alfo  1  delivered  unto  you.  We  have  710  domi¬ 
nion  over  your  faith ,  hut  are  helpers  of  your  joy  ;  for 
by  faith  ye  Jland7  2  Cor.  i.  24.  Faith  has  Chrift 
Jefus  the  Lord  for  fts  objedt,  not  the  will  and  plea- 
fure,  the  fmiles  or  refentment  of  any  man:  To 
walk  in  Chrift,  is  to  converfe  every  where  like 
thofe  who  acknowledge  Chrift,  and  profefs  fub* 
jedtion  to  him. 

2.  To  walk  in  Chrift  is  to  adt  every  grace,  and 
perform  every  duty  in  the  ftrength  of  Chrift. 
Grace  in  us  is  fupported  and  kept  alive  by  the 
grace  which  is  in  Chrift  ;  there  our  ftock  is,  and 
thence  our  fruit  is.  From  me  is  thy  fruit  foundy 
Hof.  xiv9  8.  Chrift  is  the  believer’s  root,  and  then 
may  we  be  faid  to  be  rooted  and  grounded  in  him, 
when  he  is  our  truft  for  ever  ;  when  the  whole  of 
our  dependence  is  upon  him  for  the  acceptation  of 
pur  good  work,  not  barely  for  the  purging  of  our 
dead  works ;  as  well  when  our  God  fmiles,  as  when 
he  frowns.  In  thy  name  ft)  all  they  rejoice  all  the  day , 
and  in  thy  rifhteoufnefs  ftoall  they  be  exalted ,  Pfal. 
}xxxix.  16.  Our  fpiritual  joy  is  in  Chrift’s  righte- 
oufnefs,  not  in  the  beft  and  fweeteft  frames  of  our 
own  hearts:  His  ftrength  is  made  perfect  in  our 
Y/eaknefs:  Hence  it  is  that  our  fouls  at  any  times 
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dwell  at  ea«e,  and  we  are  let  upon  our  high  places. 
1  nat  abidn  g  in  Chrifi,  recommended  to  his  dif- 
cvples.  John  xv.  5.  con  flits  not  in  a  bar-  not  going 
oil  from  Chrift;  under  all  o.r  complaints  of  de- 
cay  >  snd  want  of  fruitfulnefs,  lute  we  have  not 
left  Chrift;  the  root  abides  though  the  haves  drop 
oif :  But  it  is  to  be  ever  nigh  Chrift,  in  his  fpiri- 
turii  company  ;  either  deiiring  or  receiving  home 
frefii  communications  from  him  ;  duty  will  not 
content,  it  there  be  not  communion  with  him  in 
it,  either  defired  or  enjoyed.  As  a  church  of  Chrift 
value  thole  gifts  moft  which  are  mo  ft  favoury  and 
fpiritual,  which  have  the  leaft  of  a  man’s  feif  in 
them,  ana  the  moft  of  Chrift.  A  little  grace  when 
drawn  into  exercife  by  the  eternal  Spirit  will  weigh 
down  many  gifts  :  To  walk  in  Chrift  is  to  aft  eve*ry 
grace,  and  perform  every  duty  in  the  ftrength  of 

Chrift. 

3.  To  walk  in  Chrift,  is  to  intend  and  aim  at 
the  glory  of  Chrift  in  all  occafions  and  concernments 
of  life.  For  me  to  live  is  Chrift ,  fays  the  Apoftle, 
Phil.  i.  2i.  the  blefled  Jefus  s  glorified  in  an  holy 
and  exemplary  life  before  men.  Thy  faith  is  fe- 
cret,  but  thy  fruits  are  vifible  and  open.  When  a 
believer  afts  like  himfelf,  every  one  is  the  better 
for  him  with  whom  he  conveiies.  1'herefore  is 
the  path  of  the  juft  compared  to  the  fhining  light, 
becaufe  others  fee  by  it;  fee  what  fin,  and  what 
holinefs  are  ;  what  peace,  and  what  pleafure  there 
is  in  wifdorrfs  ways ;  and  that  in  keeping  God’s 
commandments  there  is  a  great  reward.  Chrift 
cannot  be  truly  loved  where  his  gofpei  is  not  loved. 
To  walk  in  Chrift  is  to  walk  worthy  of  him,  chap . 
i.  so.  jefus  is  the  mark  at  which  he  aims  in  all 
the  affairs  and  concernments  of  life.  I  am  now  to 
(hew, 

III.  When 
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III.  When  a  church,  or  particular  believers  in  it, 
may  be  faid  to  walk  in  Chrift  as  they  have  received 
him. 

1.  To  walk  in  Chrift,  as  we  have  received  him, 
is  to  be  convinced  of  our  daily  need  of  Chrift,  to 
have  the  fame  powerful  impreifive  fenfe  of  our  need 
of  him,  we  once  had.  When  the  day  fpring  from 
on  high  ftrft  viftted  us,  and  the  terrors  of  the  Lord 
made  us  afraid,  O !  how  plainly,  how  forcibly, 
how  feelingly  did  we  fee  our  need  of  a  Saviour,  of 
fuch  a  Saviour  as  Chrift  is!  Then  we  haftened,  we 
ran,  we  fled  unto  him.  Hell  was  open  before  our 
eyes,  and  law  and  juftice  feemed  pufhing  us  in. 
How  fweet  was  news  of  a  pardon  then  !  how  fweet 
a  promife!  and  how  beautiful  the  feet  of  him  that 
brought  it !  There  was  no  halving  it  then :  We 
needed  an  whole  Saviour,  a  prophet  to  teach,  a 
prieft  to  atone,  a  king  to  rule  and  govern.  Chrift 
Jefus  the  Lord  was  received  as  fuch,  and  received 
with  all  the  heart,  Adis  viii.  37.  And  whence  is 
it  we  walk  no  more  in  Chrift  as  we  have  received 
him  now  ?  Surely,  becaufe  we  have  loft  that  pow¬ 
erful  impreffion  of  our  wants  we  then  had ;  unac- 
quaintedncf  here  breeds  indifferency  towards Chr ift’s 
perlbn  and  his  gofpel.  A  fpiritual  appetite  is  want¬ 
ing  where  this  manna  is  lothed  as  light  bread. 

2.  To  walk  in  Chrift,  as  we  have  received  him, 
is  to  continue  and  increale  in  our  firft  love  to  him. 
To  be  fcnfible  of  the  worth  of  Chrift,  with  the 
fame  warmth  and  fervour  of  fpirit  we  were  firft: 
fenfibie  of  our  need  of  him.  O!  the  love  of  our 
efpoufals,  and  the  kindnefs  of  our  youth  !  How 
precious  was  the  dear  Lord  Jefus  to  us  then  !  when 
we  firft  viewed  him  bearing  our  fins,  buying  our 
pardon,  conquering  our  rebellion,  opening  our  un- 
derftandings,  healing  our  confidences  *  he  a  died  to¬ 
wards  us  as  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord  ?  Our  accefs  to 
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God  was  by  him,  all  peace  and  joy  of  our  con¬ 
ferences  was  in  him  :  Had  any  afked  us  at  that 
time,  what  think  you  of  Chrift  ?  We  fhould  have 
found  a  tongue  readily  to  confefs,  and  with  believ¬ 
ing  Thomas  cry  out,  44  My  Lord  and  my  God 
or  with  the  church,  44  He  is  altogether  lovely.5* 
Love  to  gofpel  truths  can  never  die,  fo  long  as 
there  is  an  abiding  love  to  Chrift’s  perfon,  in  whom 
all  of  them  center.  Watch  very  narrowly  here. 
See  that  your  love  to  Chrift  does  not  abate  or  grow 
cool.  The  church  of  Chrift  at  Ephefus  is  blamed, 
not  that  they  had  loft  all  love,  but  becaufe  they  had 
loft  their  firft  love,  Rev .  ii.  4. 

3.  To  walk  in  Chrift,  fo  as  we  have  received 
him,  is  to  keep  up  our  communion  with  him,  with 
the  fame  earneftnefs  and  vehement  defire  we  once 
had.  Time  was  when  Chrift  was  never  miffed  in 
an  ordinance,  but  we  fought  him  with  tears.  Duty 
was  fcarce  performed,  if  his  comforting  prefence 
was  not  enjoyed.  Experience  then  taught  us  the 
meaning  of  that,  and  fuch  like  feriptures,  Pfah 
Ixxxiv.  2.  My  foul  longeth,  yea^  even  faint eth  for  the 
courts  of  the  Lord ,  my  heart  and  my  fle/h  crieth  out  for 
thelivingGod .  Creature  comforts  are  all  dead  things; 
none  but  a  living  Jefus,  a  living  God  can  refrefh  and 
fatisfy  the  foul  that  is  newly  converted  to  Chrift; 
Now  we  can  go  to  God’s  throne  when  we  find  re¬ 
lief  no  where  elfe  ;  but  then  God  and  Chrift  had 
our  firft  truft,  and  our  firft  fuit :  Not  fo  much  his 
goods,  as  his  prefence,  were  defired  and  delighted  in. 
Our  vifits  at  the  throne  of  grace  were  vifits  of  love  : 
Did  we  but  fee  Chrift  and  our  intereft  in  him,  we 
could  leave  it  with  him  to  fupply  all  our  prefent 
wants.  Thus  it  was  with  Job>  chap,  xxiii.  3.  O 
that  I  knew  where  I  might  find  him  !  And  the  church. 
Canticles  i.  2.  Let  him  kifs  me  with  the  kijfes  of  bis 
mouth .  Chrift:  was  fo  wrapped  up  in  their  hearts, 
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that  when  they  fpeak  of  him  it  is  without  naming 
him,  imagining  every  one  be  tides  mu  ft  know  whom 
they  meant  as  well  as  themfelves.  Look  after  your 
fpirits ;  watch  the  frames  of  your  hearts,  all  declen- 
fions  begin  there. 

4.  To  walk  with  Chrift  fo  as  we  have  received 
him,  is  to  walk  with  an  holy  indifferency  towards 
the  world  and  the  things  of  it.  Once  Chrift  was  por¬ 
tion  enough.  The  world  was  rather  feared  as  a 
tempter,  than  defired  as  a  friend.  Not  how  fhal! 

I  be  great  and  honourable  here,  but  how  fliall  I 
be  happy  hereafter,  was  the  firft  thought  and  the 
firft  care  ;  feek  firft  the  kingdom  of  God  end  his  righ - 
teoufnefs .  Chrift  is  fubftance;  all  other  things  are 
at  beft  but  fhadows,  and  often  they  prove  thorns* 
Once  more,  , 

5.  To  walk  in  Chrift  as  you  have  received  him, 
is  to  behave  yourfelves  in  a  lefs  felftth  way  ;  to 
fliew  a  greater  concern  for  the  falvatkm  of  others, 
and  a  more  difinterefted  regard  for  the  profperity 
of  Zion.  David  on  the  faddeft  occafion  his  foul 
ever  knew,  when  he  was  moft  full  of  his  own  pri¬ 
vate  concernments,  yet  drops  a  word  for  poor  Zion. 
Pfal.  li.  18.  Do  good  in  thy  good  pleafure  unto  Zion. 
He  remembers  the  church  amidft  his  g  re  ate  ft  grief, 
as  well  as  prefers  her  profperity  before  his  chiefeft 
joy.  Once  we  could  not  bear  the  thought  of  going 
to  heaven  alone.  Were  we  taught  by  Chrift  as  a 
prophet  ?  We  could  not  help  recommending  to  him 
other  ignorant,  unthinking,  unenlightened  fouls. 
Did  we  find  righteoufnefs  and  life  with  him  as  a 
prieft  ?  Th’s  and  the  other  relation,  friend,  fer- 
vant,  &c.  were  brought  to  the  throne  and  left 
with  him,  with  an  “  O  that  this  IJbmael  might  live 
“  before  thee!’5  He  that  conquered  our  wills,  we 
knew  well  could  change  theirs.  Religion  will  ne¬ 
ver  fiouriin  in  the  churches  or  in  our  hearts,  till 
there  be  more  of  this  public,  umeififti  fpirit  found 
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with  us  :  You  cannot  but  (hew  a  tcndernefs  for  the 
falvation  of  others,  if  you  love  and  live  upon  this 
falvation  yourfelves. 

Thus  I  have  fhewn  what  it  is  to  receive  Chrift 
Jefus  the  Lord  j  what  it  is  to  walk  in  him  *  and 
what  to  walk  in  Chrift  as  we  have  received  him* 
It  remains, 

IV.  To  fpeak  fome  things  by  way  of  direction 
and  ufe,  as  fuited  more  efpecially  to  the  fervice 
and  folemnity  of  this  day. 

Give  me  leave  therefore  with  plainnefs  and  free¬ 
dom  to  drop  a  few  words  to  you  as  a  church  of 
Chrift  concerning  your  walk  with  Chrift,  and  with 
one  another ;  and  your  behaviour  towards  him, 
whom  you  have  chofen  to  be  vour  paftor  in  the 
Lord. 

As  to  your  walk  with  Chrift  and  one  another; 

Firft,  Be  often  reviewing  your  own  experiences. 
Afk,  how  was  it.  with  me  in  months  paft  ?  And  fee 
whether  prefent  defires  anfwer  prelect  mercies. 
Labour  to  tafte  the  truths  %  you  know  experience 
begets  hope,  which  maketh  not  afhamed.  Judi- 
cioufnefs  in  the  things  of  falvation  depends  not  upon 
bare  reafoning,  but  on  fpiritual  fenfe  and  experi¬ 
ence  ;  there  are  fpiritual  fen  fat  ions  which  believers 
can  never  be  perfwadcd.  out  of.  The  heart  is  beft 
eftabliihecf  with  grace,  Heb.  xiii.  9.  If  the  word  be 
not  mixed  with  faith,  it  wilknot  profit,  it  is  but  a 
dead  and  lifelefs  thing.  Our  firft  experiences  are 
of  ufe  to  us  ail  our  lives  long. 

Secondly,  Prefs  after  inward  vital  godlinefs.  If 
Chrift  be  received  into  the  heart,  he  rules  there. 
Religion  lies  not  in  talking  of  Chrift  or  for  him, 
but  in  walking  in  him  ;  of  all  other  decays  be 
mod  afraid  of  inward  decays ;  dread  a  barren  noti¬ 
onal  knowledge  of  experimental  truths ;  the  Apoftle 
prays,  1  Tbejf.  v.  2,3.  That  the  whole  fpirit ,  that  is, 
the  frame,  tendency  and  difpofition  of  the  foul, 
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might  be  preferved  blamelefs.  It  was  God’s  com¬ 
mand  to  Abraham ,  Walk  before  me ,  and  be  thou  per¬ 
fect,  Gen.  xvii.  1.  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord  has  eyes 
that  are  flames  of  fire  ;  fuch  aft  always  as  under 
Ch rift’s  eye,  who  are  tender  of  his  glory  :  If  reli¬ 
gion  be  kept  alive  in  the  foul,  it  mult  be  watered 
at  the  root :  Be  fure  always,  that  while  you  feek 
God’s  face,  you  feek  his  ftrength  ;  duties  are  life— 
lefs,  ordinances  lifdefs,  becaufe  Chrift  is  not  enough 
interefted  in  them  :  We  are  apt  to  go  to  Chrift  too 
much  by  the  way  of  frames,  to  trult  in  part  in  our 
own  graces,  and  in  part  in  Chrift  our  Saviour  and 
head.  But  in  every  duty  let  Chrift  be  all ;  then 
the  believer  afts  moil  honourably,  and  walks  moft 
comfortably  when  he  brings  forth  fruit  in  Chrift. 

Thirdly,  Hold  faft  the  pure  word  as  ye  have 
been  taught  •»  and  labour  after  eftablifhment  in  the 
faith.  Gofpel-churches  are  the  repofitory  of  gofpel- 
truths  •,  therefore  the  church  is *  called  the  pillar 
and  ground  of  truth ,  1  Tim.  iii.  $6.  Becaufe  here 
the  truths  of  God  are  publifhed,  fupported,  and  de¬ 
fended.  Here  they  are  to  be  found  as  in  their  proper 
feat  and  place :  Chrift  has  left  his  truths  with  you 
as  a  truft,  keep  them  with  faithful nefs  and  care  » 
beware  of  an  indifferent,  lukewarm,  neutral  fpiritj 
in  many  places,  that  has  been  the  ruin  of  the  gofpel 
and  the  bane  of  the  churches  ;  firft  goes  the  purity 
of  a  church,  then  its  being.  Hold  faft  the  truths 
of  God,  they  are  your  treafure,  your  glory,  your 
crown  ;  take  nothing  upon  truft,  whoever  be^  the 
preacher,  but  fearch  the  Scriptures.  The  noble 
Here  am  received-  the  truth  as  well  as  thofe  in  Theft 
falonica ,  but  they  tried  it  firft.  It  is  a  fhame  for 
men  in  years  to  be  babes  in  knowledge,  ever 
doubting,  wavering,  unfettled  ;  it  is  the  commen¬ 
dation  of  the  Church  at  Ephefus ,  Rev.  it.  2.  Thou 
haft  tried  them  which  fay  they  are  apofths ,  and  are  not  j 
find  haft  found  them  liars.  We  believe,  fays  Peter , 
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and  are  fare  that  thou  art  the  Chrift  the  Son  of  the 
living  God.  So  the  Co'oJJians ,  in  our  text,  are  faid 
to  have  been  knit  together  in  love ,  and  unto  all  riches 
of  the  fit!  I  ajjitrance  of  understanding ,  to  the  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  the  m  fiery  of  God ,  and  of  the  Father ,  and 
of  Chrift ,  chap.  li.  2.  And  the:e  may  be  this  af- 
furance  of  und.rftanding  where  there  is  a  doubting 
of  intereft. 

Fourthly,  Look  well  to  your  difcipiine  and  order, 
and  be  lied  fait  in  it  :  The  fafety  of  a  church,  as 
well  as  the  beauty  of  it,  1  es  much  in  their  order. 
Need  I  fay,  the  eyes  of  all  are  upon  you  ?  Take 
the  greater  heed  to  your  fteps,  and  truft  more  fully 
on  your  God  ;  if  the  difcipiine  of  Chrift’s  houfe  be 
disregarded,  the  dodlrine  will  go  next.  Receive 
no  e  into  your  fellowship  but  thofe  who  appear  to 
\  have  received  Chrift,  whatever  temptations  you  may 
have  from  their  circumftances  in  life  *,  our  God  is 
holy  •,  partiali  y  will  fooner  or  later  breed  confufion. 
See  that  every  officer  is  found  faithful  in  the  dii- 
charge  of  his  duty  to  Chrift  and  you  ;  to  fome  this 
may  be  ftrange  doftrine,  but  it  is  true  ;  it  is  com¬ 
manded  the  Church,  Col.  iv.  17.  Fhat  they  fay  to 
Jlrchippus ,  Fake  heed  to  the  mini  ft  ry  which  thou  haft 
received  in  the  Lord ,  that  thou  fulfil  it .  Keep  the 
power  which  Chrift  has  given  you  •,  fovereign  rule 
and  judgment  are  committed  to  no  man.  Chrift 
hath  left  the  keys  in  your  hands,  that  is,  the  power 
of  admitting  and  excluding  members  ;  how  can  you 
an  Twer  it  to  him  as  your  lawgiver  and  Lord,  if  you 
refign  them  up  to  any  other  ?  (n  one  word,  provoke 
to  love  and  to  good  works  •,  be  cf  good  comfort,  be 
of  one  mind,  live  in  peace,  and  the  God  of  peace 
fhail  be  with  you. 

As  to  your  conduct  to  your  paftor,  whom  you 
have  this  day  received  among  you  in  the  Lord,  you 
owe  him, 
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1.  Your  love,  1  The  AT.  v.  12,  13.  JVe  befeechyou, 
brethren ,  to  kno  w  them  which  labour  among  you,  and 
are  over  you  in  the  Lord,  and  admonijh  you  ;  and  to 
ejiee?n  them  very  highly  in  love  for  their  work's  fake . 
His  work  is  great,  make  it  pleafant;  add  not  to 
his  labours,  by  adding  to  his  trials.  Where  love 
is  mutual,  joy  will  be  fo,  2  Cor.  i.  14.  As  alfo ye 
have  acknowledged  us  in  fart,  that  we  are  your  re- 
joicing,  even  as  ye  alfo  are  ours  in  the  day  of  the  Lord 
Jefus.  If  you  receive  a  benefit,  you  cannot  help 
loving  the  inftrument  of  its  conveyance.  Nothing 
but  love  can  hide  faults,  and  is  there  any  man 
who  liveth  and  finneth  not  ?  The  treaiure  is  put 
into  earthen  velfels.  Do  not  expeCl  your  minifters 
to  be  more  than  men  ;  when  you  find  perfection  in 
yourfelves,  you  may  condemn  your  brethren  in 
whom  you  do  not.  fee  it.  You  owe  your  pallor 
love,  hearty,  undiftembled,  conftant  love  ;  if  you 
have  not  a  love  to  his  perfon,  there  will  foon  be  a 
prejudice  againft  his  miniftry  ;  and  where  there  is 
prejudice  againft  a  man’s  miniftry,  there  can  be  no 
profit  by  his  labours.  It  is  fad  to  hear  as  critics,  not 
as  Chriftians ;  remember  one  day  the  word  is  to 
judge  you,  as  forward  as  you  may  now  be  to  judge 
the  word. 

2.  You  owe  your  minifter  your  prayers.  His 
furniture  is  in  Chrift  the  Lord,  as  your  ftrength  is  ; 
let  your  prayers  be  fetching  it  in  for  him,  from 
day  to  day.  It  is  a  blefied  thing  when  there  is  a 
frock  of  prayers  going  up  from  the  church  daily 
for  their  pallor.  This  relieves  our  fpirits  often¬ 
times,  when  we  can  fcarce  pray  for  ourfelves* 
Brethren,  as  our  work  is  greater  than  yours,  our 
temptations  and  corruptions  often  are  not  fewer. 
Pray  hard,  that  we  may  preach  well  and  walk  well. 

1  he  peoples  prayers  are  the  pallor’s  belt  books. 
Some  have  known  how  it  has  been  in  this  refpeCt 
witn  the  people  by  their  ftraitnefs  or  enlargements 
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in  the  clofet.  Pray  over  what  you  fee  wanting  or 
faulty,  before  you  talk  of  it  to  others  :  It  is  a  truth 
of  common  obfervation,  thofe  who  complain  mo  ft 
of  a  miniftry  pray  leaft  for  it'  What  is  lacking 
in  your  prayers,  you  may  expe£t  to  find  wanting  in 
'  ,  your  provifion.  Once  more, 

3 .  You  owe  him  fupport.  We  receive  that 
which  comes  from  you  as  a  bounty,  but  we  may 
claim  it  as  a  debt.  For  it  is  written,  thou  Jhalt  not 
muzzle  the  mouth  of  the  ox  that  treadeth  out  the  corn . 
Of  all  fuhje&s  this  is  the  moft  difagreeable  to  me 
to  treat  on,  and  I  hope  there  is  no  occafion  for  en¬ 
largement.  Love  commandeth  the  whole  man  % 
both  honour  and  fupport  will  be  given  to  them  by 
whom  you  receive  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord.  You 
cannot  but  love  the  food  by  which  you  live,  and  if 
the  food  be  fweet  you  will  fcarce  grudge  the  charge 
of  it.  Only  walk  in  Chrift  Jefus,  as  ye  have  re¬ 
ceived  him,  and  it  will  put  a  luftre  upon  every  part 
of  your  converfation  both  towards  God,  and  to  all 

men. 

And  now,  brethren,  1  commend  you  to  God  and 
to  the  word  of  his  grace,  which  is  able  to  build 
you  up,  and  to  give  you  an  inheritance  among  them 
that  are  fanflified. 

But  I  add  no  more* 

/  ■  ■ 

\  * 
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— —  And Jhe  anfwered%  It  is  well. 

SHORT  words,  foon  fpoken  ;  but  to  have  a 
fuitablenefs  of  heart  to  them,  is  one  of  the 
higheft  attainments  of  faith.  To  be  fare,  It  is  well 5 
we  think  fo,  when  all  things  go  according  to  our 
wifh,  when  there  is  nothing  in  Providence  that  crofles 
our  defires,  that  thwarts  our  defigns,  that  finks  our 
hopes,  or  awakens  our  fears :  Submiflion  is  eafy  work 
then ;  but  to  have  all  things  feemingly  againft  us, 
to  have  God  fmiting  in  the  tendered:  part,  unravel¬ 
ing  all  our  fchemes,  contradicting  our  defires,  and 
Handing  aloof  from  our  very  prayers  *,  How  do  our 
fouls  behave  then  ?  This  is  the  true  touchstone  of  our 
fincerityandfubmifiion  :  Here ,  as  it  is  faid,  Rev.  xiii. 
io.  is  the  'patience  and  faith  of  the  faints :  this  fhews 
what  they  are  made  of,  what  they  are  within  ;  but 
inftances  there  are  many  in  the  book  of  Goth,  where-* 
in  we  find  this  fweec  frame  prevailing  ;  as  Abrahamy 
Joby  Davidy  and  the  Shunamite  in  my  t«^.t,  than 
whofe  ftory  we  meet  with  few  things  in  providence 
more  affefting.  If  you  look  back  a  little,  you  may 
fee  what  were  her  circumftances,  and  thofe  of  her 

Oh  3  family. 
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family.  She  was  z great  woman,  fays  ver.  8.  and  that 
ihe  was  a  good  woman,  the  whole  context  fhews* 
Her  hufband  and  fne  wanted  but  one  thing  to  make 
them  as  happy  as  the  vanity  and  uncertainty  of  all 
human  affairs  would  admit  of:  They  had  enough  of 
the  world,  and  they  feem  to  have  had  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  it :  fgr  when  Elijha ,  to  requite  her  kind- 
rfefs,  afks,  IV hat  fto  all  be  done  for  thee?  Wouldjl  thou 
he  fpoken  for  to  the  king ,  &c,  fhe  anlwers,  No,  I 
dwell  among  mine  own  people .  “  I  feek  nothing 

‘c  greater  that  what  I  have:55  only  (as  Gehazi  iearnt 
ftom  her)  they  wanted  a  child  to  comfort  them  now , 
and  to  inherit  what  they  had  when  they  were  gone. 
God  in  a  miraculous  way  gives  their  recjueft.  This 
child  grows  up,  and  was,  no  doubt,  the  delight  of 
its  parents  *,  juft  at  the  time  of  life  when  children 
are  moft  engaging,  before  they  are  capable  of  doing 
any  great  thing  to  grieve  their  parents,  God  lays 
his  hand  fuddenly  upon  him,  and  takes  him  away. 
The  deareft  comforts  are  but  fhort- lived,  and  the 
dearer  they  are  when  living,  the  deeper  they  cut 
when  they  are  removed.  Many  of  you  can  judge, 
what  the  lofs  of  a  fon,  an  only  fon  muft  be,  and 
when  there  is  no  hope  of  a  Seth  inftead  of  Abel. 
But  behold,  he  taketh  away ,  and  who  jhall  hinder 
him  ?  Well  :  What  does  the  mother  do  now  ?  One 
would  think  all  her  hope  was  cut  off,  and  all  her 
comfort  dried  up:  No,  it  is  far  otherwife  ;  the  fame 
power  that  gave  him  could  raife  him  ;  in  faith  of 
this  Hie  lays  him  upon  the  prophet’s  bed,  and 
makes  all  the  hafte  to  him  fhe  could.  She  conceal¬ 
ing  what  had  happened  (as  it  is  probable)  from  her 
hufband,  he  objects  to  her  going  to  the  prophet,  ver. 
2  ^  Wherefore  wilt  then  go  to  him  to  day  ?  it  is  neither 
new  moon  nor  Sabbath  *j-,  And  fee  faid ,  It  jhall  be  well. 

Faith 

•j-  It  appears  by  this,  that  the  prophets  were  Hated  inflru&ors 
of  the  people  ;  their  houfes  were  a  kind  of  fchoal  or  fynagogue, 
in  to  which  the  people  reforted  at  thefe  times  to  be  taught  their 
duty,  and  to  be  reiblved  their  doubts. 
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Faith  fcts  abide  every  obftacle;  “  It  (hall  be  well  5 
44  the  end  will  be  peace  5  God  is  with  me%  and  h  ^ 

“  will  make  ail  things  work  together  for  good.f 
Commentators,,  in  general,  make  very  light  of 
this,  and  heranfwerto  EHJha’s  rneflage  in  my  text. 
Some  fuppofe  file  has  a  relerve  in  her  bread,  when 
Gebazi  afks  after  her  family,  that  this  well  only 
refers  to  her  hufband  and  herlelf.  Others  think  it 
is  but  a  tranfition  to  fomething  farther,  which  line 
was  in  hade  to  fay  :  As  if  fine  had  ft:d,  “  All  is 
“  well,  do  not  hinder  me,  I  have  urgent  bufinefs 
“  with  your  matter  Elifca,  and  cannot  day  to  talk 
44  farther  with  you  upon  any  matters.  l  ins  is 
the  lenfe  which  mod  annotators  incline  to,  which, 

I  confefs,  I  the  more  wonder  at,  becaufe  all  agree,  , 
that  the  apodle’s  words  in  pare  refer  to  this  dory, 
Heb.  xi.  33.  Women  received  their  dead  raifed  to  life 
again .  How  they  received  them  is  there  fpecified  ; 
namely,  by  or  through  faith:  faith,  not  as  feme 
carry  it,  in  the  prophet,  but  in  the  perfons  who 
had  their  dead  reftored  to  them ;  or  elfe  there 
would  have  been  no  need  to  make  mention  of 
any  by  name.  Now  wherein  this  woman’s  faith 
appeared,  my  text  and  context  make  tmnifeft. 
Here  was  a  dependence  upon  God’s  promife,  an 
abiding  by  that.  God  had  promifed  her  a  fon  ; 
a  fon  not  to  lofe  him,  but  to  have  comfort  in 
him  ;  and  as  if  Hie  had  fid,  44  As  for  God,  his 
44  work  is  perfect,  he  does  not  ufe  to  raife  his 
44  people’s  expectations  for  nothing ;  to  give,  and 
44  immediately  take  away  again  :  my  fon ' is  dead, 

44  but  God,  all-fufficienr,  liveth  ;  why  fhould  i 
44  mourn  as  though  I  had  no  hope  ?  As  for  God’s 
44  power  and  faithfulnefs,  there  is  no  abatement 
44  in  them.55  Therefore  fhe  makes  no  prepara¬ 
tion  for  his  burial,  tells  her  hufband  nothing  of 
his  death,  but  feeks  to  God  by  the  prophet,  and 
exp  efts  help  from  him.  See  how  (lie  expreffes  her- 

Q_4  felfi 
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ie!f :  Is  it  well  with  thee  ?  (fays  Gehazi )  Is  it  well 
with  thy  hujhand  ?  Is  it  well  with  the  child?  And Jhe 
cinfwered ,  It  is  well .  Here  is  the  greateft  fubmiflion. 
in  the  dcepeft  diftrefs  :  Her  (on,  her  only  fon,  the 
fon  of  all  her  love,  the  fan  of  her  old  age,  he  is 
taken  away  with  a  ftroke,  and  yet  all  is  well.  There 
is  nothing  amifs  in  theclifpenfation*  had  fhe  been  to 
choofe  it,  fhe  would  not  have  had  it  fo,  but  as  God 
hath  chofen  ir,  it  is  well,  it  is  beft  ;  fhe  has  nothing 
to  objedl.  Here  are  fubmiflion  and  faith  both  dif- 
covered  in  their  fweeteft  exercife;  fubmiflion  to 
what  God  hath  done  ;  faith  in  what  he  is  able  to 
do,  and  in  what  fhe  believed  he  would  do  :  By  faith 
women  received  their  dead  raifed  to  life  again ;  fo  that 
the  words,  thus  explained,  afford  us  this  plain  and 
pfeful  obfervation. 

Observ.  Faith  in  God3s  promife  and  power,  will 
b  ing  a  man  to  fubmit  to  the  forefl  and  molt  trying 
difp^nfations  of  his  Providence  :  Or  thus. 

Faith,  where  it  is  in  exercife,  will  teach  a  chriftian 
to  fay  of  df\\  God  does,  It  is  well. 

In  difcourfmg  qn  this  propofition,  I  will  endea¬ 
vour, 

I.  To  (hew  what  fubmiflion  is,  or  how  and  in 
what  fenfe  we  are  to  underftand  the  expreffion 
in  my  text,  It  is  well. 

IL  What  are  the  grounds  of  chriftian  fubmiflion, 
or  whence  it  is  the  foul  thinks  and  fays  of  all 
God  does,  It  is  well. 

III.  What  are  the  bldfed  fruits  and  effedls  of  this 
fubmiflion. 

IV.  Wh  -nee  it  appears  that  this  fubmiflion  flows 
from  faith,  as  being  in  lively  and  vigorous  ex¬ 
ercife.  The  Shutiamitefs ,  in  my  text,  believed, 
as  Heb .  xi.  tells  us,  ard  therefore  fays  to  every 
queftion  propokd,  It  is  well . 
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I.  What  is  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God  ?  To 
prevent  miftakes,  we  will  confider  a  little  what  it  is 
not,  and  then  what  it  is.  Therefore,  _  . 

1.  This  well  does  not  fuppofe  there  is  nothing  in 
providential  difpenfations,  which  to  flelh  and  fenfe 
appears  evil.  Submiflion  quiets  under  an  affliftion, 
but  it  does  not  take  away  our  fenfe  and  feeling  of 
the  affliction.  The  apoftle  fpeaks  what  is  every 
believer’s  experience,  Heb.  xii.  11.  No  chaftening  for 
the  prefent  feemeth  to  be  joyous ,  but  grievous.  What¬ 
ever  be  fpoken  of  the  good  of  it,  it  prefents  itfelf 
unto  us  with  a  very  different  face  it  is  matter  of 
prefent  grief  and  forrow  to  them  that  are  chaftifed  j 
nor  are  we  blamed  for  our  feeling  and  fenfe  of  it. 

Our  bleffed  Lord  himfeif  wept  at  the  grave  of  his 
dead  friend,  John  xi.  35.  And  at  the  approach  of 
his  laft  fufferings,  his  foul  was  exceeding  forrowfuf 
even  unto  death ,  Matt.  xxvi.  38.  yet  he  was  led  as  a 
lamb  to  the  Jlaughter  ;  he  opened  not  his  mouth  p  there 
was  patience  and  quiet  fubmiffion  under  all  his  for* 
rows,  while  nature  had  fome  vent,  for  groans  are 
fometimes  an  eafement  to  our  grief.  Thus  it  is 
faid  of  this  good  woman,  that  her  foul  was  bitter 
within  her ,  ver.  27.  Elifha  faw  her  agony  in  her 
looks,  though  he  knew  not  the  cause  of  it  ;  and  yet 
all  is  well .  When  Job  loft  his  fubftance  and  his 
children,  and  was  fmitten  in  his  body  with  fore  s 
boils*,  when  Heman ,  and  when  the  church  in  the  La¬ 
mentations  were  deprived  of  the  confolations  of  God, 
when  the  Comforter,  who  could  relieve  their  fouls, 
was  far  from  them  ;  when  David  d\{o  was  curled  by 
Shimei ,  and  turned  out  of  doors  by  his  own  Ion  ; 
can  you  think  that  in  all  this  there  was  no  feeling  ? 
Had  there  been  none,  there  could  have  been  no 
profit  by  any  of  the  difpenfations.  IJnlels  we  rea¬ 
lize  our  trials,  and  account  them  trials  indeed,  what 
are  we  the  better  for  them  ?  This  would  be  to  de- 
fpife  the  chaftening  of  the  Lord,  to  be  above  cor- 
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reftion.  To  be  fmitten  and  nor  grieve,  is  one  of 
Gods  foreft  judgments,  and  always  argues  afoul 
ripe  for  ruin  ;  this  well  does  not  fuppofc  us  infenfible 
of  the  evil  of  afflicting. 

2.  Though  we  believe  all  that  befals  us  is  well, 
this  does  not  forbid  our  inquiring  into  the  reafons 
of  God’s  providential  difpenfauons,  and  a  Garch- 
mg  out  the  eaufe  ior  winch  they  come  upon  us* 
Every  rod  hath  a  voice  in  it,  and  the  man  of  under¬ 
funding  will  hear  it,  and  fee  the  name  of  God  in  it, 
Micafo  vi.  9.  what  God  intends  by  it,  what  is  his 
end  and  defign  in  it,  for  he  does  not  afflidl  willingly , 
nor  grieve  the  children  of  men,  Lam.  iii.  33.  There 
is  a  need  he  in  every  difpenfadon  that  befals  us  ; 

3  Pet.  i.  6.  wherein  ye  greatly  rejoice,  though  now  for 
afeafon,  (if  need  bt)ye  are  in  heavinefs  through  mani¬ 
fold  temptations  :  God  ads  with  judgment  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  our  needs ;  there  is  a  conveniency  and 
fknefs,  nay,  there  is  an  abfolute  neceflify  in  the  cafe; 
it  mult  be  that  we  are  in  heavinefs,  and  that  through 
manifold  temptations.  One  Angle  trial  oftentimes 
will  net  do,  to  empty  us  of  feif,  to  wean  us  from 
the  world,  to  fhew  us  the  vanity  of  the  creature, 
the  finfulnefs  of  fin,  &c.  it  mult  be  repeated,  or 
others  joined  with  it,  fo  fall  are  our  affections  glued 
to  the  things  of  time  and  fenfe.  Now,  what  this 
need  is  in  us,  what  this  intention  and  end  is  in  God, 
the  chriftian  will  and  ought  to  be  fearching  out, 
and  inquiring  daily  into.  This  was  Job's  frame, 
(and  ye  have  heard,  as  fays  the  apoftle,  of  the  pa¬ 
tience  of  Job)  job  xxxiv.  31,  32.  Surely  it  is  meet  to 
he  faid  unto  God,  1  have  horn  chafiifement,  1  will  not 
offend  any  more.  That  which  1  fee  not,  teach  thou  me ; 
if  1  have  done  iniquity,  I  will  do  no  snore.  Sin  iies 
deep,  it  mult  be  fearched  after  in  the  deep  and 
fecret  corners  ol  the  heart ;  there  is  fo  much  felf- 
love  and  i'elf- fiat  eery  hid  there,  that  a  man  cannot 
judge  arig  he  of  himfelf  or  ot  God  without  divine 

teach- 
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teachings.  It  is  meet  to  be  [aid  unto  God ,  I  have  born 
chaftifement.  Sirs  !  It  is  one  thing  to  be  chaftjfcd, 
and  another  thing  to  bear  chaftilement,  to  behave 
aright  under  it,  to  be  patient,  fubm.ffive  thankful, 
to  have  a  frame  of  heart  fuited  to  the  difpenfation 
whatever  it  is.  This  is  to  bear  chaftifement ;  and 
wherever  this  is,  the  language  of  the  loul  will  be, 
‘That  which  1  fee  net,  teach  thou  me  ;  if  1  have  dene 
iniquity ,  1  will  do  no  more:  When  an  affliction  is 
fandtified,  it  always  begets  godly  fear  and  jealoufy. 

man  is  then  moft  afraid  of  his  own  hcait,  left 
that  iliould  deceive  him,  left  he  fliould  come  out  of 
the  furnace  unpurged,  unrefined,  left  the  end  of 
God’s  vifitation  upon  him  fhould  be  unattained. 
And  this  is  well  confident  with  our  believing  all 
that  God  does  is  well  done.  Once  more, 

2.  A  foul  may  fay  in  a  becoming  frame,  and  in 
the  exercife  of  iuitab'e  affedtions,  It  is  well,  and  yet 
lone,  and  pray,  and  wait  for  deliverance  from  the 
tria?.’  Submiffion  to  the  will  of  God,  under  awful 
difpenfations,  is  not  inconfiftenc  with  earned  prayer 
for  a  gracious  and  fpeedy  iffue  to  thc-fe  very  difpen¬ 
fations.  It  is  well,  fays  this  good  woman  in  my 
text ;  and  yet  how  does  (lie  plead  for  the  life  of 
the  child,  ver.  28.  Did  I  defire  a  fon  of  my  lord? 
Did  not  I  fay.  Do  not  deceive  me  ?  As  if  fire  had  faid, 
“  I  afked  it  not,  I  could  fcarce  believe  it  when  it 
“  was  promifed  me  ;  God  raifed  my  expeditions 
“  himfelf,  he  encouraged  my  hopes,  and  furely 
“  he  will  not  go  back  from  his  own  word.”  Ic 
was  a  wonderful  adt  of  faith  ;  but  the  promifes  of 
God  can  never  lie  long  unful filed :  When  he  has 
prepared  the  heart  to  pray,  his  own  ear  is  open  to 
hear.  He  has  not  called  himfelf  1  am  that  I  am, 
for  nothing.  Abraham  ftaggered  not  at  the  promife 
through  unbelief,  no  more  docs  this  daughter  of 
Abraham  here  :  It  is  b’.effed  pleading,  Did  I  not  fay 
do  not  deceive  me?  “  May  I  iruft  ?  May  1  venture 
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*6  He  has  given  me  the  faithful  word  of  God  to 
“  rely  on  ;  here  my  faith  refteth.”  And  a  fon 
came  in  due  feafon  ;  now  fne  looks  to  God  the  au¬ 
thor  of  the  mercy,  and  applies  to  the  prophet  who 
was^  the  revealer  of  it.  He  fends  Gehazi  with  his 
ftaff,  but  this  will  not  content  her,  except  Elijha 
goes  himfelf ;  fhe  knew  he  was  great  with  God  ;  fhe 
will  therefore  have  his  prayers  and  prefence.  As  the 
Lord  liveth ,  and  as  thy  foul  liveth ,  1  will  not  leave  thee,, 
ver.  30.  All  this  argues  the  ftrong  defires  of  her 
heart  after  the  return  of  the  child’s  life,  though  ftill 
llie  fays,  all  is  well \  while  we  bear  chaftenings  wc 
may  pray,  and  pray  hard  that  God  would  take 
them  off.  If  it  be  poffible ,  (fays  innocent  aggrieved 
nature  in  the  man  Chrift)  let  this  cup  pafs  from  me , 
Matt.  xxvi.  26.  Opening  our  mouth  againft  God  is 
our  fin,  but  it  is  our  duty  to  open  our  mouths  and 
our  hearts  to  him.  In  the  former  fenfe,,fays  Davids 
I  was  dim  ■?,  I  opened  not  my  mouth ,  becaufe  thou  didjt 
it ,  Pfalmxxxix.  9.  and  yet  with  the  fame  breath 
he  adds,  Remove  thy  ftroke  away  from  me  :  1  am  con - 
fumed  by  the  blow  of  thine  hand,  ver.  10.  Was  a  child 
under  the  correction  of  a  parent  to  intimate  no  de¬ 
fire  of  his  forbearance,  fhould  we  not  rather  ac¬ 
count  him  ftubborn  than  fubmiffive  P  In  like  man¬ 
ner  not  to  afk  of  God  releafe  from  troubles,  is  as 
offenfive  as  to  murmur  at  them.  It  is  a  token  of 
a  proud  heart  and  a  relendefs  fpirit  God  experts 
other  things  at  our  hands ;  Even  of  the  wicked  he 
fays,  In  their  affliction  they  will  feek  me  early  \  much 
more  fball  his  own  people,  who  have  known  his 
name,  and  put  their  trufi  in  him  ;  who  have  known 
the  advantage  of  prayer,  and  b.en  fo  often  fet  at 
liberty  by  it  from  all  their  fears.  If  thefe  are  filent 
they  cannot  be  fenfible  nor  fubmiffive.  Only  in 
all  their  prayers,  when  they  are  moft  earned  and 
vehement  ,  u  if  it  be  confident  with  the  will  of 
,  *  “  Qodan 
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«« God,”  and  there  will  be  no  limiting  him  as  to 

tltThefethings  are  neither  of  them  inconfiftent  with 
the  foul’s  faying,  under  the  moft  awful  rebukes. 

All  is  well. 

Now  what  is  included  in  this  well  in  my  text,  or 
what  is  this  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God  ? 

It  takes  in,  as  I  apprehend,  thefe  three  things; 

1.  Ajuftifying  God  in  all  he  does.  It  is  well ;  God 
cannot  do  amifs ;  he  worketh  all  things  after  the 
counfel  of  his  own  will,  to  the  praife  of  his  glory ; 
And,  after  all  that  is  come  upon  us  (fays  the  church, 
Ezra  ix.  13.)  thou  our  God  haft  puni/hed  us  lefts. than 
our  iniquities  defterve ;  thou  haft  not  taken  vengeance 
according  to  the  defert  of  our  fins.  When  fin  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  what  it  is  in  itfelf,  exceeding  linful, 
affliction  will  appear  light,  and  not  till  then ;  where¬ 
fore  fays  the  church,  Lam.  iii.  39.  Wherefore  doth  a 
living  man  complain ,  a  man  for  the  punifthment  of  his 
fins?  So  long  as  we  are  out  of  hell,  God  punifhes 
us  lefs  than  our  iniquities  deferve. 

Whatever  be  our  trial  it  comes  from  God  ?  he  is 
the  author,  whoever  be  the  inftrument,  therefore 
it  is  well.  He  cannot  do  iniquity;  David  had  not 
one  word  to  fay,  by  way  of  complaint,  when  he  faw 
God’s  hand  in  the  affliction  ;  yea  let  him  curfte ,  for 
the  Lord  hath  hidShimei  curfte  David ,  2  Sam.  xvi.  1  r. 
We  may  puzzle  and  diftrefs  ourfelves  about  inftru- 
ments  and  fecond  caufes,  but  no  quiet,  no  reft  can 
we  have  till  we  are  led  to  the  firft.  He  perftormeth 
the  thing  appointed  for  me ;  that  fettles  the  foul,  but 
nothing  e!fe  will  do  it.  Be  Jlill,  and  know  that  1  am 
God ,  Pfalmxlvi.  10.  If  thy  children  are  taken, 
thy  fubftance  fails,  thy  body  is  fore  vexed,  thy 
comforts,  and  even  the  prefence  of  thy  God  leaves 
thee  ;  yet  be  (till,  that  is,  don’t  fay  a  word  againft 
the  difpenfation,  don’t  fret,  don’t  cenfure  and  con¬ 
demn  Providence.  I  am  God,  whofhallfay,  What 

doft 
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doft  thou  ?  I  will  neither  be  queftioned  nor  directed 
by  thee.  I  know  my  own  way,  and  I  regard  my 
prom ife  and  covenant :  I  am  God,  thy  God  in  all ; 
and  a  covenant  God  cannot  do  amifs.  God  will  be 
glorified  and  exalted,  that’s  enough  for  us.  This 
It  is  well ,  implies  in  it,  not  in  fome  things  but  in 

2.  This  fubmifiion  implies  in  it,  our  approving 
or  al!  that  God  does  not  only  it  is  not  amifs,  but 
it  is  right ;  it  is  the  bed  way,  the  only  fure  way  to 
bring  about  our  good  :  Therefore  holy  Job  bleffes 
God  in  all,  chap.  i.  2 1.  Naked  came  I  out  of  my  mo¬ 
ther  s  womb ,  and  naked _ fall  I  return  thither ;  the  Lord 
gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away  ;  bleffed  he  the 
name  oj  the  Lord.  ITe  had  the  fame  great  and  cood 
thoughts  of  God  as  ever  he  had  ?  God  was  hissed 
ftii!,  and  the  God  of  his  mercy.  He  fhould  have 
an  expeded,  a  defired  end,  that  he  believed  ftill, 
becaufe  God’s  thoughts  were  the  fame  they  ever 
were,  that  is,  thoughts  of  peace,  and  not  of  evil. 
.And  this  is  the  oame  in  which  we  find  the  poor 
flints,  that  were  fcattered  up  and  down  throughout 
the  whole  world  almoft,  1  Pet.  i.  6.  Who  are  kept 
by  the  power  of  God  through  faith  unto  falvaticn , 
ready  to  ae  revealed  in  the  lajt  tune,  wherein  ye  greatly 
rejoice,  &c.  They  were  far  from  one  another  to 
avoid  perlecution,  yet  wherever  they  were,  they 
met  perfecution,  it  was  in  their  way  ;  but  none  of  • 
thefe  things  moved  them.  There  was  joy  in  their 
exp.cled  reft  and  hippinels  at  i aft,  though  there 
was  great  pain  and  heavinefs  in  their  way  to  it :  The 
way  was  rough,  but  right  •,  therefore  they  approved 
of  *t,  they  acquiefced  in  it,  nay  herei ci' they  greatly 
rejoiced.  Thus  the  faints  of  old  took  joyfully  the 
fpoiling  of  f;eir  goods,  and  were  tortured,  not  ac¬ 
cepting  deliverance,  becaufe  they  knew  in  them- 
lelves,  that  they  had  in  heaven  a  better,  and  an  en¬ 
during  fubftance,  Heb.  x.  34.  O  that  bleffed  know- 
3  ledge ! 
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ledge  !  it  comforts,  refreshes,  it  fills  the  fou!,  and 

lifts  a  man  above  himietf. 

Every  path  which  God  takes  is  right  then,  it  is , 
tafe,  and  the  believer  choofes  to  walk  in  it  :  His 
God,  his  Father  has  marked  it  out,  and  nothing 
o-oes  fo  againft  the  grain,  but  that  all  is  well>  which 
his  Father  does  :  Ills  will  is  brought  to  be  one  with 
God’s ;  the  foul  approves  of  all  God  does. 

This  fubmiffion  implies  in  it  our  cleaving  to 
God  in  all.  1  o  be  pleafed  with  God  as  a  frienu, 
when  he  feems  to  be  coming  forth  againft  us  as  an 
enemy  •,  to  lean  upon  a  promife,  when  all  the  ways 
leading  to  the  performance  are  fhut  up  *  to  rejoice 
in  God  when  we  have  nothing  left  befide  to  rejoice 
in,  and  faith  is  hard  put  to  it,  to  call  God  ours 
Thus  to  cleave  to  God,  when  we  do  not  find  com¬ 
fort  from  him,  this  is  believing  indeed  ;  to  love 
the  hand  that  fmites.  that  is  true  grace  and  great 
grace.  A  noble  aft  of  faith  was  that.  Job  xiii.  1 5. 
‘Though  he  J lay  me ,  yet  will  1  trujl  in  him .  So  Abra¬ 
ham  Jl agger ed  not  at  the  promife s  through  unbehef \ 
Rom.  iv.  20.  He  brought  God’s  promife  and  faith- 
fulnefs  clofe  together,  and  confidered  none  of  the 
difficulties,  nay  abiurdities,  which  came  between 

them  :  It  was  not - Is  this  reafonable  ?  What 

44  probability  is  there  in  that  ?  Flow  can  thefe 
“  things  be  ?  but  being  not  weak  in  faith, 

he  confidered  not  his  own  body  now  dead,  neither 
yet  the  deadnefs  of  Sara1? s  womb,  but  was  flrong 
in  faith  giving  glory  to  God  ;  he  clave  to  him, 
abode  by  his  promife  in  a  way  of  faith  and  firm 
dependence. 

This  is  the  true  nature  of  fubmifiion,  and  is 
contained  in  that  expreffion  in  my  text.  It  it  well . 
Upon  what  ground  a  bdiever  fays  of  every  difpen- 
fation  of  Providence  towards  him,  It  is  well,  fhall 
be  confidered  in  the  next  difcourfe.  A  word  of  ufe. 

Use 
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Use  i.  Wonder  not  at  your  trials,  be  they  never 

fo  ftrange,  and  grievous,  and  diftreffing ;  All  is  well-, 
fome  Secret  end  is  to  be  anfwered  which  you  fee 
not ;  God  is  in  all ;  the  hand  and  love  of  a  Father 
is  there.  They  are  to  purge  from  fin,  to  wean 
from  the  world,  to  bring  you  to  the  foot  of  God, 
to  fhew  you  that  your  reft  is  not  here,  that  it  lies  be¬ 
yond  the  grave.  What  though  they  make  you  fmart, 
they  do  you  the  more  good  ;  this  argues  your  fen- 
fiblenefs  under  the  rod  ;  that  is  not  a  rod  which 
does  not  caufe  fmart  \  the  ftiarpeft  phyfic  does  mod: 
fervice,  becaufe  it  reaches  the  inward,  hidden  caufe  •, 

not  one  of  our  many  trials  which  we  could  well 
Spare. 

Use  2.  Don’t  think  any  trial  fandified,  till  you 
have  a  fuitable  frame  to  the  trial,  whatever  it  be. 
Are  you  humbled  ?  Are  you  prayerful  ?  Are  you 
fubmiffive  ?  Have  you  looked  inward,  and  con- 
felled  your  fins,  faying,  Take  away  all  iniquity  ?  If 
affliction  has  not  brought  you  to  this,  it  hath  done 
you  no  good.  For  all  you  may  have  born,  his  an¬ 
ger  is  not  turned  away,  but  his  hand  is  ftretched 
out  ftill. 

Use  3.  Don’t  think  of  other  means,  whereby 
God’s  end  in  vifiting  you  might  have  been  as  well 
anfwered ;  that  is  in  fad  to  quarrel  with  God  in  what 
he  has  done,  or  is  doing.  Have  a  care  of  your 
thoughts  ;  unfubmiffion  flips  in  at  that  door  before 
one  is  aware.  It  is  well ,  is  the  only  foul-quickening 
and  god-glorifying  frame.  God  that  has  appointed 
the  end  has  fettled,  and  he  will  order  the  means  ? 
Reft  there,  and  all  is  well . 
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2  Kings  iv.  26.  lad  claufe« 


'And  Jhe  anfwered,  It  is  well • 


TO  have  a  frame  of  heart  of  a  piece  with  thefe 
words,  is  one  of  the  higheft  attainments  of 
faith,  and  it  brings  to  my  mind  the  Apoftle’s  prayer 
for  the  believing Colojfians^  chap.  i.  1 1.  Ihatye  might 
he  fir engthned  with  all  might  according  to  his  glorious 
power ,  unto  all  patience  and  long-fuffering  with  joyful - 
nefs.  According  to  the  degrees  of  that  glorious 
power,  which  is  communicated  from  God  to  the 
believer,  fo  does  his  faith  in  God  increafe  or  decline; 
All  our  ftrength  is  from  above,  it  is  not  lodged 
within.  Our  fupplies  are  from  God,  not  from 
ourfelves.  Be  the  afflidtion  ever  fo  heavy,  be  the 
continuance  of  it  ever  fo  long  ;  if  *the  chriftian  be 
favoured  with  the  might  of  God’s  power,  he  is 
%engthned  to  bear  it  with  all  joyfulnefs,  Whence 
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is  it  elfe,  that  fo  great  an  example  of  faith  as  Jacob 
was,  when  he  comes  to  part  with  his  beloved  Ben* 
jamin ,  for  a  while  finds  himfelf  fo  exceedingly  dif- 
trefied  ?  When  he  was  turned  out  of  his  father’s 
houfe  with  his  ftaff  only,  he  is  fubmiffive  and  con¬ 
tent  :  And  afterwards,  when  Efau  came  out  againfl 
him  with  four  hundred  men,  he  adts  with  modera¬ 
tion  and  prudence,  lets  every  drove  in  order,  pre¬ 
pares  his  prefent,  and  gives  every  one  a  fpeech  for 
his  brother,  Gen .  xxxii.  16.  furely  at  this  time  he 
believed  all  was  well.  But  when  Jofeph  is  not ,  Si¬ 
meon  is  not ,  and  Benjamin  is  going  after  them ,  all  thefe 
things  are  againfl  me ,  Gen.  xlii.  36.  God  left  faith 
alone  there,  and  then  it  foon  fails.  If  the  arm  of 
his  power  be  withheld,  the  adtings  of  our  faith  foon 
ceafe.  Hence  I  conceive  it  is,  that  the  holy  Ghoft 
lays  fuch  an  emphafis  upon  the  ftory  which  my  text 
is  a  part  of.  Through  faith  women  received  their  dead 
raifed  to  life  again :  The  emphafis  lies  upon  the  per¬ 
form,  not  fo  much  upon  their  faith,  or  the  glorious 
effedts  of  it,  Through  faith  women,  &c.  Such  as  had 
the  warmeft  paffions,  and  tendereft  affedtjons,  and 
therefore  the  molt  aggravating  forrow,  when  all 
that  was  dear  to  them  was  gone,  even  they  believed, 
faith  conquered  nature  ;  there  was  fubmiffion  under 
heart-rending  providences,  becaufe  they  believed. 
The  mighty  power  of  God,  when  a  believer  refis 
upon  that,  all  things  are  fafe.  All  is  well.  When 
Jacob  loft  but  one  fon,  he  refufed  to  be  comforted , 
Gen.  xxxvii.  35.  This  good  woman  in  my  text  had 
but  one  to  lofe,  and  no  hope  of  another  in  his  room, 
yet  fays  fhe,  It  is  well. 

So  that  the  dodtrinal  obfervation  raifed  from  the 
words  was  this  : 

Observ.  Faith  in  God’s  promife  and  power,  will 
bring  a  man  to  fubmit  to  the  foreft  and  moft  trying 
difpenfations  of  Providence  :  Or  thus, 

A  Tp  •  1  .i 
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Faith,  when  it  is  in  exercife,  will  teach  a  Chriftiar^ 
to  fay  of  all  God  does.  It  is  well . 

In  difcourung  on  which,  I  propofed, 

jf  To  fhew  you*  what  fubmiffion  is  or  how* 
and  in  what  fenfe  we  are  to  underftand  the  ex* 
preffion  in  my  text,  It  is  well .  I  his  has  been 

confidered.  And  we  come  now* 

JL  To  ffiew  what  are  the  grounds  of  this  fub¬ 
miffion,  or  whence  it  is,  that  a  believer  fay} 
of  all  God  does,  It  is  well.  And, 

1.  The  Sovereignty  of  God  is  a  ground  of  this 
fubmiffion.  God  has  an  abfclute  power,  and  right 
of  dominion,  over  all  his  creatures,  to  difpofi:  and 
determine  of  them  as  feemcth  him  good  ;  he  has  a 
right  to  do  what  he  will  with  his  own.  This  quieted 
Aaron  when  fire  from  heaven  confumed  his  two  fons. 
Lev.  x.  3.  Aaron  held  his  peace.  And  Eli,  when  that 
tingling  lenience  was  denounced  againft  him  and 
hishoufhold,  1  Sam.  Wi.  18.  he  [aid.  It  is  the  Lord,  let 
him  do  what  feemeth  him  good.  This  gave  David  eafe^ 
when  he  was  driven  from  God’s  fandtuary,  and  his 
throne  ufurped  by  his  ungodly  fon,  2  Sam.  xv.  2 6. 
Behold ,  here  1  am,  let  him  do  to  me  as  feemeth  good 
unto  him.  In  thefe  inftances  the  afflidion  was  not 
only  born,  but  accepted ,  as  the  word  is,  Lev.  xxvi* 
41.  if  their  uncircumctfed  hearts  he  humbled \  and  they 
then  accept  of  the  punifhment  of  their  iniquity,  then 
will  l  remember  my  covenant  with  Jacob ,  &c.  that  is 
willingly  born,  contentedly  enjoyed  $  fo  Ainfwmih 
renders  it.  Q.!  It  is  a  fweet  frame  when  our  trials 
are  accepted  ones ;  when  God’s  chaftening  hand  is 
efttemed  a  kindnefs,  when  phyfic,  as  wd!  a>  food, 
exei  es  our  thankfulnefs,  I  do  not  fay  God’s  fove- 
jreignty  alone,  in  our  cleareft  views  of  it,  will  of 
itfelf  bring  our  fouls  to  this  ^  yet  this  I  fay,  that 
Sovereignty  works  fubmiffion.  How  dare  I  repine 
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that  God  takes  away  part  of  my  fubftance,  when 
he  has  a  right  to  all  ?  My  children,  my  friends, 
my  rrames,  were  all  but  lent  me.  God  gives  us 
nothing  to  have  and  to  hold  but  his  Chrift  (and  we 
cannot  always  fee  our  hold  of  him.)  Why  fhould 
I  objeft,  why  murmur,  why  gainfay  ?  Doth  he 
give  any  account  of  his  matters  ?  Is  it  befitting 
him,  that  has  abfolute  dominion  over  all  his  crea¬ 
tures,  to  be  arraigned  at  man’s  bar  ?  Or  is  it  in  my 
bread,  by  all  my  devices,  reafonings  and  demurs, 

4  to  change  the  purpofes  of  his  heart  ?  Lord,  I  will 
puzzle  my  fell  no  longer  with  hows ,  and  whys ,  and 
yets ;  thou  haft  done  it ;  I  reft  there  :  It  feemed 
good  in  thy  fight,  that’s  reafon  fufficient.  Thus 
God  has  left  it ;  and  I  dare  not  bring  in  my  yet9 
“  Lord,  I  would  fain  have  it  otherwife.”  My 
friends  !  you  bring  in  a  bill  of  complaints  againft 
God  and  his  Providence  ;  this  grieves  you  -,  the 
other  is  not  right  with  you  ;  a  third  thing  you  find 
hard  to  fubmit  to  ;  pray,  where  is  there  any  one 
has  a  trial  like  Aaron9  Eli>  David?  and  yet  the 
remedy  was  near,  and  it  is  a  tried  one ;  c;  It  is  the 
4<  Lord,  let  him  do  what  feemeth  him  good.”  This 
never  fails  when  it  is  well  applied  ;  if  it  be  really 
taken,  it  will  do  you  good  ;  but  it  is  not  enough 
to  look  at  the  cup,  and  then  turn  away  your  head 
from  it ;  or  take  it  as  children  dophyfic,  with  their 
eyes  fhut ;  no,  no,  the  more  you  weigh  matters 
over,  the  better  always.  The  more  purely*  faith 
■eyes  God’s  fovereignty  in  all,  the  ftronger  are  the 
actings  of  it :  It  is  the  Lord ,  and  Eli  has  nothing 
more  to  fay.  Let  God  choofe  my  portion  ;  beft  I 
am  lure  then  it  will  be,  and  pleafanteft  in  the  end  ; 
for  even  when  he  a£ls  as  a  fovereign,  he  forgets  not 
his  relation  as  a  father  ;  in  his  hands  we  are  fafe. 
Faith  acfts  herein  with  the  greateft  reafon,  for  it  is 
thehigheft  reafon  to  leave  all  with  him,  who  work- 
cth,  ordereth,  over-rukth  all  that  befals  us  for  his 

own 
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own  glory  and  our  fpiritual  good.  This,  there¬ 
fore,  is  one  reafon  or  ground  of  this  fubmiffion. 

2.  The  juflice  and  righteoufnefs  of  God  is  a  far¬ 
ther  ground  of  fubmiffion,  Job  xxxiv.  31.  Surely  it 
is  meet  to  be  /aid  unto  God ,  1  have  born  chaftijement , 

I  will  not  offend  any  more .  If  fin  fits  heavy,  all 
♦  afflictions  will  foon  appear  light;  and  the  fenfible 
chrifiian  is  for  digging  deep  into  his  own  heart ; 
for  the  more  fpiritual  fins,  which  are  moft  offenfive 
to  God,  are  moft  fecret  and  hidden.  Bye  -ends  and 
aims  in  duty,  pride,  vain-glory,  carnal  confidence, 
infenfiblenefs  under  providential  rebukes,  worldly 
difpofitions,  lifelefs  frames,  creature  love,  and 
hopes,  and  expectations  ;  where  is  the  man  wholly 
free  from  thefe  things  ?  And  yet,  when  awful 
ftrokes  come,  where  mull  I  look  for  the  chriftian 
who  is  patient  and  fubmifflve  under  them  ?  Who, 
if  he  does  not  fret  and  fume  under  the  rod,  yet  is 
not  apt  to  harbour  thoughts  within,  as  if  God  dealt 
hard  meafures  by  him  ?  Sirs,  converfe  more  with 
the  nature  and  perfections  of  God  ;  converfe  more 
with  his  holy  law  ;  converfe  more  with  thy  crea- 
turefhip,  and  more  with  thy  natural  guilt  and  cor¬ 
ruption;  or  elfe  fubmiffion,  as  neceffary  a  duty  as 
it  is,  will  never  be  praCtifed  by  thee.  When  a 
chriftian  is  in  a  right  frame,  his  heart  always  goes 
with  Ezra's  words,  chap.  ix.  13.  After  all  that  is 
come  upon  us ,  for  our  evil  deeds ,  and  for  our  great 
trefpaffes , — thou  our  God  haft  punijhed  us  lefs  than  our 
iniquities  deferve.  The  bed  way  to  prize  our  mer¬ 
cies  is  to  be  affeCted  with  our  fin  ;  icarce  any  trial 
comes,  but  a  little  heart-examination  will  fuggeft 
what  the  caufe  is:  But  where  there  is  no  fpecial  fin 
for  which  God  vifits,  is  it  not  enough  to  reconcile 
thee  to  the  ftroke,  that  thou  art  fo  unhumbled,  fo 
unholy,  that  thy  heart  flares  afide  fo  oft  from  God  5 
that  thou  arc  fo  far  from  him,  fo  unlike  to  him,  fo 
full  of  plague-fores,  from  which  thou  haft  not  been  • 

R  3  thoroughly 
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thoroughly  cleanfed  ?  When  once  thy  heart  comes 
to  be  duly  affe&ed  with  thefe  things  ;  when  God 
fpeaks,  (as  Zophar  has  it,  Job  xi.  5,  6.)  when  he 
J hews  thee  the  fecrets  of  wifdo?n ,  that  they  are  double 
to  that  which  /j,  that  which  appears  to  be;  thou 
wilt  have  fenfible  apprehenfions  and  knowledge  of 
this,  that  God  exableth  of  thee  lefs  than  thine  iniquity 
deferfoeth .  Juft  thoughts  of  the  juftice  and  righteouf- 
nefs  of  God  is  another  argument  of  fubmiffion. 

3.  1  he  wifdom  of  God,  as  exercifing  itfelf  in 
all  that  befals  the  chriftian,  is  a  farther  ground  of 
fubmiffion.  ri  o  this  holy  Job  has  recourfe,  chap .  ix. 
4*  He  is  wife  in  hearty  and  mighty  in  Jlrengtb  ;  who 
hath  hardened,  himfelf  againjl  him ,  and  hath  profpered  ? 
The  expreftion  imports  (fays  Caryl)  ^  That  he  hath 
Infinite  wifdom,  H  s  is  not  wifdom  only  in  the 
tongue,  or  forme  fiafhes  of  wit,  but  deep,  folid, 
rooted  wifdom.5*  He  is  God  only  wife.  From  eter¬ 
nity  he  law  what  we  fhould  need  in  time,  and  our 
fupplies  were  all  wifely  adjufted,  fettled,  and  pro- 
portioned  in  the  everlafting  covenant;  and  there¬ 
fore  nothing  can  be  wrong  which  we  meet  with  in 
time,  it  is  all  the  way  to  reft  :  The  way  lies  through 
thorns,  and  briers,  and  erodes,  and  fnares  ;  the 
■wifdom  of  God  hath  fo  ordered  it  for  the  beft, 
there  is  no  getting  any  other  way  to  glory.  What 
was  laid  of  Ifrael  of  old,  is^true  of  us  now  ;  And  he 
led  them  the  right  way\  that  he  might  bying  them  to 
a  city  of  habitation ,  Pfalm  evii.  7.  We  know  it 
was  not  the  fhorteft  way,  nor  was  it  the  fmot>theft$ 
but  it  v/as  the  right  way.  It  was  the  way  which 
God's  wifdom  had  appointed,  as  beft  fuiting  with 
their  froward  tempers,  and  the  ends  of  his  own 
glory :  Alas  !  till  we  get  to  fee  this,  we  ihall  never 
fpeak  the  words  of  my  text  from  the  heart.  It  we 
don’t  lee  God’s  wifdom  in  our  trials,  we  ffiali  ne\^er 
be  thoroughly  brought  to  fubmiffion  under  them. 
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have  paffed  over  feme  circumftances  attending  them 
too  lightly ;  whatever  your  buiden  be,  it  is  fluted 
to  your  back,  it  is  the  proper  tiial  of  your  laith. 

By  thefe  things  (fays  Hezekiah )  men  live ,  and  in  all 
thefe  things  are  the  life  of  my  fpirit ,  I  fa.  xxxviii.  16. 
Every  Tingle  circumftance  attending  your  trials  has 
its  ufe,  and  makes  mod  furely  for  your  advantage. 
Perhaps  you  have  a  ftout  fpirit.  God  lees  it  proper 
to  break  your  heart  with  reproaches,  to  lafh  you 
with  the  fcourge  of  tongues ;  or  it  may  be  your 
credit  finks,  your  reputation  waftes ;  or  elfe  it  may 
be,  ftrong  pain  upon  your  bed  pulls  you  down, 
till  you  look  no  higher  than  juft  yourfeli  :  This 
was  the  very  trial  you  needed,  for  by  it  the  end 
for  which  it  was  lent  is  attained.  Or  it  may  be,  you 
are  of  a  tender  fpirit,  your  heart  has  been  wrapped 
up  in  the  creature,  here  you  have  fettled,  nxed, 
and  nothing  could  move  you  from  it  ;  wed,  God 
will  deal  with  that  to  kill  your  creature  love  and 
delight,  your  all  is  taken  away  with  a  ftroke,  He 
rends  the  creature  from  you,  hufband,  wife,  chil¬ 
dren,  friends  ;  God  removes  them  to  bring  your 
heart  nearer  to  himfelf;  or,  it  may  be,  you  are  of 
an  ambitious,  afpiring  temper ;  but  as  you  climb* 
fo  you  fall :  God  unravels  your  fchemes,  breaks 
your  plots,  advances  you  to  poverty  ;  and  a  blefled 
advancement  that  is  in  your  cafe ;  it  is  what  beft: 
fuits  you  *,  you  could  not  bear  to  be  rich,  to  be 
ufed  tenderly,  to  be  indulged.  Again,  others  there 
be  who  are  crofs,  rugged,  who  value  no  man  ;  the 
world  frniles,  the  creature  they  have,  wife,  chil¬ 
dren,  lands,  &c.  all  are  with  them ;  and  they  are 
of  that  unhappy  temper,  they  think  all  no  more 
than  they  deferve;  but  infinite  wiidom  has  pro¬ 
vided  for  them  too  ;  God  will  bring  tlown  their 
high  looks.  They  (hall  be  afflidted  in  the  creature  ; 
their  for  rows  (hall  grow  out  of  the  root,  in  the 
fruit  whereof  they  expected  comfort,  no  ftroke  fo 

R  4  heavy* 
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heavy,  no  rod  fo  fmarting  as  this.  Mofes  had  his 
Zipporah  ;  Abigail  a  Nabal  ;  David  had  Abjalom ,  Am¬ 
mon,  Adonijah.  Better  follow  children  to  the  grave, 
than  bring  them  up  for  hell ;  the  thought  wounds 
as  it  enters  the  heart ;  yet  here  is  wifdom  in  all  this ; 
becaufe  no  other  phyfic  will  reach  the  cafe,  no 
other  affli&ion  will  do  you  fo  much  good,  there-  - 
fore  God  applies  this :  And  then  as  to  the  time  of 
an  affliction,  God  s  wifdom  fhines  in  that ;  when 
you  began  to  grow  weary  of  him,  heartlefs  in  duty, 
proud  of  gifts,  or  fixed  in  fome  evil  courfe,  then 
was  the  time  that  the  hand  of  God  was  lifted  up, 
he  would  bear  no  longer.  And,  is  there  not  alfo 
wifdom  feen  in  making  contraries  work  together 
for  your  good  ?  That  which  is  now  your  burden 
might  have  been  your  ruin  ;  Out  of  the  eater  comes 
forth  meat:  Jofepb’s  feeming  death  was  the  way  to 
fave  his  father  and  his  family  alive;  our  forefl 
crofies  are  often  made  the  way  to  our  fweeteft  com¬ 
forts. 

Thus  a  believer  cannot  reafon  always ;  but  finds  it 
hard  to  believe  fo  it  fhall  be,  when  the  trial  is  upon 
him  ;  but  he  refts  here  :  Thy  way  is  in  the  fea ,  and 
thy  path  in  the  great  waters  ;  and  thy  footfteps  are  not 
known,  Pfalm  Ixxvii.  tp.  O  !  fays  the  chriftian,  my 
God  is  here ;  the  difpenfation  is  not  fo  dark  but  I 
fee  God  in  it ;  he  works  deep ;  trace  him  I  cannot, 
but  follow  him  I  will ;  his  my  duty  and  my  delight 
to  refign  to  him  ;  I  cannot  wade  in  the  fea,  it  is  out 
of  my  depth,  but  God  can  walk  there  ;  the  reafons 
of  his  dealings  with  me  I  fee  not,  but  they  are  laid 
in  infinite  wifdom.  I  may  believe  him,  truft  him, 
hope  in  him,  though  I  cannot  fee  him  ;  he  knows 
his  own  way,  let  that  fuffice  ;  Why  art  thou  caft  down , 

O  my  foul  ?  Be  flill ;  fay  no  more.  God,  a  God  of 
couniel  and  wifdom,  hath  thee  by  the  hand,  and  he 
will  not  fail  thee  :  cThou  leddeft  thy  people  like  a  flock, 
by  the  hand  of  Mofes  and  Aaron,  Pfalm  Ixxvii.  20. 

God’s 
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God’s  infinite  wifdom  is  a  ground  of  fubmiflion  to 
the  darkeft  fteps  of  his  providence. 

4.  The  love  and  mercy  of  God  is  a  farther  ground 
of  fubmiffion  :  Thefe  are  always  at  the  bottom  of 
the  foreft  trials  ;  and  when  the  believer  fees  this,  he 
fays  of  whatever  God  does,  It  is  well  done .  If  he 
chaftens,  he  fuftains,  and  refines  when  he  tries  :  He 
knoweth  the  way  that  1  take ;  when  he  hath  tried  me , 
/  (hall  come  forth  as  gold ,  Job  xxiii.  io.  Gold  lofes 
nothing  by  the  furnace  but  its  drofs,  it  is  not  con- 
fumed  in  the  fire,  but  only  made  more  pure.  There 
is  a  fparing  juftice,  and  a  punifhing  mercy ;  Thus 
fays  God  of  the  wicked,  Ezek.  xvi,  42.  So  will  1 
make  my  fury  towards  thee  to  reft ,  and  my  jealoufy 
Jhall  depart  from  thee ,  and  1  will  be  quiet ,  and  will 
be  no  more  angry  ;  enough  to  make  one  tremble  at 
the  hearing  of  it.  If  God  corredts  no  more,  he  will 
deftroy  next;  here  is  a  fparing  juftice  :  To  the 
godly  there  is  alfo  a  punifhing  mercy,  1  Cor.  xi.  32. 
When  we  are  judged  we  are  chaftened  of  the  Lordy 
that  we  fh  Quid' not  be  condemned  with  the  world .  There 
is  a  bleffing  hid  in  the  worft  of  things,  better  to  be 
punifhed  now,  than  to  perifh  for  ever :  It  is  kind- 
nefs  in  ufing  the  rod  to  prevent  the  child’s  ruin, 
Amos  iii.  2.  Ton  only  have  I  known  of  all  the  families 
of  the  earth  ;  therefore  I  will  punifh  you  for  all  your 
iniquities :  Above  all  others,  fays  God,  I  will  fee  to 
you  ;  and  it  is  condefcending  love  in  him  thus  to 
punifh.  Why  fhould  he  not  give  us  up  ?  He  might 
fay,  as  in  Ifa.  i.  5.  Why  fhould  ye  be  ftricken  any  morey 
ye  will  revolt  more  and  more  :  But  his  love,  his  mercy 
holds  out  (till.  The  believer,  in  the  moft  dark  and 
cloudy  day,  has  light  enough  to  read  fo  far  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  as  that  he  is  Jehovahy  merciful 
and  gracious.  Two  things,  when  faith  is  ever  fo 
little  helped,  it  will  difcern  and  rejoice  in,  namely, 
fparing  mercy  in  this  life,  and  Caving  mercy  in 
that  which  is  to  come.  It  was  a  melancholy  time 
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■  with  the  church.  Lam.  iii.  God  had  brought  her 
into  darkne's,  inclofed  her  ways,  filled  her  foul  with 
g.dl  and  wormwood  ;  yet,  when  /he  bethinks  her- 
ic  t,  fays  (he,  vsr.  22.  It  is  of  the  Lord’ s  mercies  that 
we  are  not  confumed ,  becaufe  his  companions  fail  not  • 
we  are  yet  on  this  fide  hell ;  it  is  not  fo  bad  with 
us,  but  it  might  have  been  worfe.  God  lives  /till, 
and  his  companions  are  as  full,  as  free  as  ever ;  in 
thefe  is  continuance,  and  we  /hall  be  faved.  A  full 
end  is  not  made  of  us,  be  our  trials  what  they  will ; 
in  me o.j  are  woen  it  fhooteth  forth  God  doth  debate  with 
it.  Sparing  mercy  we  fee  here  ;  and  faving  mercy 
will  follow  after.  Now,  whatever  comfort  God 
renews,  he  does  not  take  away  his  Chrift,  his  great 
gift ;  our  pains  may  be  great,  but  his  comforts  are 
fweet,  and  infinitely  overbalance  them  ;  though 
our  bodies  may  be  covered  over  with  fores,  our 

fouls,  our  confciences  are  fprinkled  with  blood; ye 

are  come  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling ,  Heb.  xii.  24. 
Bleffed  trial  which  brings  us  thither !  to  be  fure  love 
is  in  it,  or  elfe  Chrift  would  never  have  been  ren¬ 
dered  precious  by  it.  And  then  the  reft  remaineth 
for  us,  and  it  is  well  kept,  for  Chrift  hath  poflef- 
fion  of  it,  thither  as  our  forerunner  he  is  for  us  en¬ 
tered,  Heb.  vi.  ip.  not  gone  as  a  private  perfon 
into  the  reft,  but  gone  thither  as  our  reprefenting 
head,  to  occupy  our  place  againft  we  come  thither. 
It  is  a  comfort  to  the  faints,  that  in  this  world  they 
have  the  worft  place  they  /hall  ever  have  ;  things 
grow  better  with  us  every  day,  as  every  day  brings 
us  nearer  to  our  father’s  houle.  A  traveller  has 
'but  little  concern  that  his  money  is  all  fpent,  when 
he  has  got  within  fight  of  home.  What  though 
there  be  no  candles  in  the  houle,  when  we  are  fire 
break  of  day  is  near  ?  The  believer  is  looking  for 
the  mercy  of  Chrift  unto  eternal  life  ;  and  there  is 
much  mercy  amidft  all  the  trials  which  he  meets 
with  in  his  way  to  it.  Every  crois  is  fvveetned  with 
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fome  mercy.  This  is  another  argument  for  fub- 
miffion.  I  fhould  go  on ;  but  one  word  of  ufe  fhajl 

clofe  at  prefent.  It  is  this. 

Use.  Obierve  providence,  if  you  would  profit  by 
it.  Experiments  are  reckoned  choice  things  •,  they 
are  to  be  laid  by,  and  kept  fafe  againll  a  time  of 
need.  Pfalm  cvii.  43.  Whofo  is  wife  and  will  obferve 
jfoefe  things,  even  they  (hall  understand  the  loving-kind- 
tiefs  of  the  Lord.  A  chriftian  fhould  be  belt  verfed 
in  the  hiftory  of  his  own  life  ;  there  is 
ter  of  inftrudtion  and  entertainment  there.  Do  not 
let  fignal  mercies  pals  and  repafs,  without  taking 
account  of  them,  Deut.  viii.  3.  Lhou  J 'halt  remem * 
per  all  the  way ,  which  the  Lord  thy  God  led  thee  thefe 
forty  years  in  the  wiidernefs ,  to  humble  thee,  and  to 
■prove  thee ,  to  know  what  was  in  thine  heart ,  whether 
thou  wouldefi  keep  his  commandments  or  no.  Some  of 
the  minuted  circumftances  of  providence  are  the 
fweeteft,  becaufe  they  are  introduftive  to  many 
others  :  Ahafuerus' s  not  fleeping  was  the  circum¬ 
stance  which  led  the  way  to  the  falvation  of  all  the 
nation  of  the  Jews.  Three  things  I  would  earneflly 
recommend  to  myfeif  arfd  you  to  be  well  ftudied  ; 
each  of  our  pains  in  the  work  will  be  abundantly 
recompenfed  by  the  pleafure  of  it.  One  is  the  ftudy 
of  providence ;  the  other  of  grace;  the  third  of  our 
own  hearts.  A  chriilian  may  find  work  enough 
there,  to  keep  him  employed  all  his  life  long.  Ob- 
ferve  providence,  if  you  would  profit  and  be  inftrudt- 
ed  by  it  ;  whofo  is  wife  and  will  obfcrte  thefe  things , 
&C.  much  fpiritual  wifdom  it  argues,  and  much  of 
God’s  loving  kindnefs  will  you  difcover  by  it. 

But  I  &id  po  more  at  prefent* 
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SERMON  XXII. 


Faith  s  eftimate  of  afflidtive  difpen 

fations. 


2  Kings  iv.  26.  Jaffc  claufe. 

- And Jhe  anfwered>  It  is  well. 

-  »  '  9 

I 

WE  fee  a  Chriftian  here  in  his  beft  light,  and  in 
his  fweeteft  frame.  It  is  not  always  thus  with 
a  child  of  God,  there  is  nature  as  well  as  grace  in  the 
beft  of  faints,  flefh  as  well  as  fpirit,  ftrong  corrup¬ 
tions  as  well  as  ftrong  faith  and  hope  ;  wherefore 
ftrength  muft  be  communicated  from  God,  or  elfe, 
even  under  Idler  trials,  there  will  be  no  firm  truft 
in  him.  .  Patience  is  not  a  mere  endurance  of  trou¬ 
ble,  but  it  is  the  exercife  of  thofe  graces  which  are 
fuited  to  a  fuffering  ftate.  To  believe  God,  to  love 
him,  to  delight  in  him,  to  refign  over  ourfelves  to 
his  fovereign  will  and  pleafure  ;  and  from  a  fettled 
valuation  of  things  eternal,  above  all  that  this  pre- 
fent  life  promiles  or  can  give,  to  have  the  foul  quiet 
and  compofed,  chearful  and  dependent,  even  under 
the  fiowns  and  rebukes  of  Providence,  keeping  faft 
hold  of  the  promife,  the  covenant  of  God  ;  this  is 
the  faith,  this  the  patience  of  the  faints.  Herein 
you  beft  fee  its  nature  and  ufe,  and  herein  you  fee 
the  tri;l  of  it.  hour  things  have  been  propofed  to 
be  difeourfed  on,  as  God  fhould  help. 


I.  To 
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I.  To  fhew  you,  what  fubmiflion  is  *,  or  in  what 

'  fenfe,  and  with  what  limitations  is  this  well  in 

my  text  to  be  underftood.  Not  as  though 
there  was  nothing  in  trials,  which  to  flefh  and 

blood  appeared  under  the  notion  of  evil:  Nor. 

as  though  the  caufes  of  our  troubles  were  not 
to  be  fearched  into:  Nor  yet,  as  if  we  had  not 
a  liberty  granted  us  of  God,  to  defire  and  pray 
for  the  removal  of  them.  But  it  confifls  in  thefe 
‘  three  things.  A  juftifying  God  in  all  that  be- 
fals  us.  An  approving  of  all.  And  a  cleaving 
to  him  in  all.  It  was  propofed, 

II.  To  (hew  what  are  the  grounds  of  this  fun- 
mifiion  ;  or  whence  it  is  the  foul  thinks  and 
fays  of  all  God  does,  It  is  well  done. 

1 .  It  is  becaufe  he  fets  before  him  the  fovereignty 
of  God,  as  having  a  right  to  do  what  he  will  with 
his  own. 

2.  The  juftice  and  righteoufnefs  of  God,  which 
makes  mercy  of  every  thing  fnort  of  hell. 

3.  He  confiders  the  wifdom  of  God,  as  exercifing 
itfelf  in  all  that  befals  him,  for  his  own  glory,  and 
c  ur  fpiritual  good. , 

4.  The  love  and  mercy  of  God,  as  being  at  the 
bottom  of  the  foreft  trials.  I  now  proceed, 

5.  The  faithfulness  of  God  is  a  further  ground  of 
fubmiflion  •,  this  alfo  the  believer  fets  before  him  under 
the  faddeft  providences,  and  this  puts  a  beauty  and 
pleafantnefs  upon  all,  Pfal.  cxix.  75.  1  know,  0  Lor d, 
that  tby  judgments  are  right ,  and  that  thou  in  faithful- 
nefs  hail  ajfliffed  me.  The  faithfulnefs  of  God  appears 
two  ways,  and  in  both  it  works  fubmiflion  ;  in  fend¬ 
ing  an  affliction,  and  then  in  guiding  it. 

Firft,  The  faithfulnefs  of  God  appears  in  fending 
an  affliction.  This  David  acknowledges  in  thele 
words.  Not  only  that  Gad  was  faithful  who  fent 
his  trial,  giving  that  meafure  of  grace  which  was 
2  necefiary 
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neceflary  under  it;  but  he  was  faithful  in  fendina- 
it,  ver.  67.  The  affiiftion  itfelf  was  an  aft  and 
difcovery  of  God’s  faithfulnefs,  he  could  not  have 
been  faithful  had  he  not  done  it.  A  noble  aft  of 
faith  is  this,  to  fpeak  thus  from  the  heart  when 
affiiftions  come  thick  and  clofe  ;  when  our  deareft 
comforts  are  taken,  fuch  as  credit,  liberty,  health* 
children,  &c.  that  God  is  faithful  in  all /to  know 
it,  to  feel  it,  and  therefore  to  approve  his  way 
with  us  :  This  is  true  fubmiffion,  but  it  is  hard 
work  ;  for  it  is  one  thing  to  be  convinced  in  one’s 
judgment  of  this,  another  thing  to  acknowledge 
and  approve  it  in  the  heart,  to  find  all  (till,  com- 
pofed  and  fatisfied  within,  a  cleaving,  relying  frame 
in  ali.  Then  fays  the  Chriftian,  44  True,  Lord  ! 
f  needed  this  rod,  my  heart  was  ftupid,  fee u re, 
wavering,  unhumbled  ;  this  roufes  and  fixes  me. 
“  I  know  thee  the  better,  I  love  thee  the  more  for 
it ;  thou  art  an  holy,  a  pure,  a  jealous  God  ;  fin 
fhall  not  dwell  with  me  ;  O  this  revenge  and 
holy  fear,  which  I  now  find  working  in  me,  it 
<€  is  the  fweetefl  frame-to  ferve  my  God  in  :  My 
thoughts  are  railed,  what  is  this  world  to  a  mo- 
€ 6  ment’s  communion  with  thee  5  what  an  empty 
cc  nothing  it  is  ?  My  heart  dies  to  it :  Lord,  I  am 
16  weaned.  My  God  will  have  an  whole  heart,  and, 
<c  Lord,  it  is  thine  ;  thy  love  is  judicious,  not  fond. 
“  My  goody  not  my  eafe,  is^what  my  Father,  my 
<c  God  confulteth  ;  and  I  now  know,  I  now  feel  my 
cc  wants  ;  my  prayers  have  a  fpirit  in  them  ;  mercy 
<c  is  not  afked  for  form’s  fake  ;  I  find  I  need  it,  and 
cc  hlelfed  be  a  covenant  Go  i,  for  fuch  full  fupplies  as 
4C  I  fee  in  Ghrift.  God  commendeth  his  love  and 
44  faithfulnefs  to  me,  by  this  affliction;  when  I  lie 
44  down  and  count  the  cod,  I  can  prefently  fee,  I  am 
44  no  lofer  ;  O  it  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been 
44  afflifted.”  God  is  faithful  in  fending  afflictions* 
this  works  fubmiffion.  And* 
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Secondly,  He  is  faithful  alfj  in  guiding  them* 
j  qqv%  x.  13.  God  is  faithful  who  will  not  jiffler  you 
to  be  '  tempted  above  what  ye  are  able  *,  but  will  with 
the  temptation  alfo  make  a  way  to  efcape ,  that  ye  may 
be  able  to  bear  it.  When  they  fall  too  heavy,  either 
they  fhall  he  removed  or  you  fupported  *,  My  grace 
is  fufficient  for  you ,  for  my  ftrength  is  made  perfect  iff 
weaknef q  2  Cor.  xii.  9.  God  deals  by  his  children 
as  Jacob  did  by  his,  Gen.  xxxiii.  13,  *4* 
children  are  tender ,  and  the  flecks  and  herds  with 
young  are  with  me ,  and  if  men  floull  over-drive  them 

cue  day  all  the  flock  will  die - 1  will  lead  on  fly  tly 

according  as  the  cattle  that  go eth  before  tri c ,  and  use 
children  be  able  to  endure .  Your  Father  knows  your 
ftrength  and  his  own  covenant  better  than  you 
do  or  can.  What  have  you  lacked  yet  that  your 
fears  are  fo  great,  your  cries  and  complaints  to  ex¬ 
ceeding  prefiing  ?  Wherein  did  he  leave  you,’ 
wherein  has  he  failed  you  ?  Say  the  time,  name  the 
place,  particularize  the  affiidion.  According  to  this 
time  may  it  be  faid  of  Jacob  and  Ifrael ,  what  hath 
Cod  wrought!  Numb,  xxiii.  23.  Not  only  now,  but 
upon  all  like  occafions,  God  will  fhew  himfelf 
ftrongin  your  behalf,  Gye  that  put  your  truft  in  him. 
This  and  the  other  preient  falvation  is  but  a  pattern 
of  what  fhall  be,  when  your  needs  and  the  ends  of 
God’s  glory  require  it.  And  is  not  this  an  argu¬ 
ment  of  fubmiffion  ?  O  it  is,  it  compofcs,  it  fettles 
the  foul,  and  makes  it  to  glory  in  tribulation  alfo. 

6.  The  power  and  all-fufficiency  of  God  are  a 
farther  ground  of  fubmiffion  •,  thefe  have  a  tendency 
to  work  in  the  foul  this  bleffed  frame  my  text  fpeaks 
of,  Ifaiah  xl.  27.  Why  Jay  eft  thou ,  0  Jactb ,  end 
Jpeakeft ,  0  Ifrael ,  My  way  is  hid  from  the  Lord ,  and 
my  judgment  is  puffed  over  from  my  God  ?  Haft  that 
; not  known  ?  Haft  thou  rot  heard ,  that  the  ever  lofting 
God ,  the  Lord ,  the  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth 
faint eth  not ,  neither  is  wean  ?  There  is  no  fearching 
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ef  his  underflan  ding ,  he  giveth  power  to  the faint,  and 
to  them  that  have  no  might ,  he  encreafeth  ftremth. 
Whatever  thou  lofeft,  is  there  not  enough  in  God 
mil  ?  Are  his  confolations  fmall?  No,  but  thy  faith 

The  foilntain  is  as  full  as  ever.  Iam  God 
all-Jujficient.,  Gen.  xvii.  i.  God  that  is  fufficiency, 

though  this  or  that  pipe,  this  or  that  means  of  con- 
veyance  is  cut  off.  Couldft  thou  ever  fay  this  of 
any  creature  ?  Was  there  ever  any  evidence  of  all- 
fufficiency  in  that  ?  O  with  what  eyes  do  the  beffc 
fee  God  and  the  creature  !  Jonah  lofes  his  gourd, 
and  he  muft  needs  die  too  ;  Jacob  lofes  his  fon,  and 
he  can  have  no  comfort  more ;  fure  we  have  a 
patient  God,  as  well  as  a  mighty  Saviour !  Had 
God  taken  either  at  their  word,  I  will  not  fay,  as 
David  did  of  Abner  s  death  (one  was  a  patriarch,  the 
other  a  prophet)  but  fure  they  muft  have  died 
martyrs  to  their  own  finful  creature-affe&ions.  O 
Sirs,  if  you  muft  have  your  props,  your  comforts 
from  the  creature,  wo  to  you.  Rachel  muft  needs 
have  children  or  die,  Gen.  xxx.  i.  And  Ihe  died  in 
her  child-bearing.  God  gave  her  a  fon,  but  it  was 
a  Benoni,  the  fon  of  her  forrow,  her  death  ;  fhe 
never  lived  to  have  one  moment’s  enjoyment  of 
him. .  If  you  luck  at  the  nether  fprings  of  creature- 
fufficiency,  for  fatkfa&ion  and  reft,  you  will  not  draw 
comfort,  but  poifon.  ‘There  is  death  in  the  pot. 
God  has  not  inverted  any  creature  with  his  own  all- 
fufficiency  ;  it  is  dreadful  to  wreft,  what  we  fondly 
efteem  bleffings,  out  of  God’s  hands.  I  admire 
Hagar  s  faith,  I  adore  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of 
God  in  giving  the  occafion  of  it,  Gen.  xvi.  13. 
She  called  the  name  of  the  Lord  that  fpake  unto  her , 
Thou  Godfeeft  me :  for  foe  faid ,  Have  Ialfo  here  looked 
after  him  that  feeth  me?  Do  not  faint  under  thy 
burden,  poor  diftrefled  faint ;  whatever  it  be,  God, 
thy  God  feeth  thee  and  it.  Thy  Jefus  is  a  tender¬ 
hearted  friend ;  while  thou  art  looking  after  him, 
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he  will  fpeak  to  thee,  he  will  be  found  of  thee  ; 
and  love  is  in  his  lips,  falvation  is  in  his  hand  ;  he 
is  the  God  that  liveth  and  feeth  thee.  God’s  all- 
fufficiency  is  another  ground  of  fubmiflion.  It  mufb 
be  well  when  we  have  an  intereft  in  an  ever!  a  (ting 
and  an  all-fufficient  God,  Once  more, 

7.  God’s  unchangeablenefs  is  another  ground  of 
chriftian  fubmiflion.  Pfal.  cii.  27.  But  tkou  art  the 
fame ,  and  thy  years  have  no  end.  But  thou  art  the  fame: 
It  is  a  blefied  but .  It  comes  in  with  a  notwithftand- 
ing  to  all  changes,  not  only  which  have  been,  but 
which  may  be.  My  health  weakened,  my  days 
fhortned,  alas,  what  is  this !  thefe  heavens  them- 
felves  fliall  perifh,  they  (hall  wax  old  like  a  gar¬ 
ment,  but  thou,  Lord,  fnalt  endure,  thou  (halt  Hand 
eternally  the  fame.  The  rock  of  ages  is  a  fure 
dwelling  place.  The  believer’s  portion  in  God  is 
perpetual  and  everlafting.  No  change  in  him,  nor 
the  lead  fhadow  of  it.  I  am  that  I  am ,  fays  God  ; 
in  all  the  revolutions  of  time,  and  diftrtfs  of  na¬ 
ture,  when  it  (hall  be  convulfed  and  wrecked,  and 
the  whole  frame  of  it  crumbled  into  nothing,  he  is 
id  ill  the  fame.  What  a  (table  foundation  of  com¬ 
fort  is  here  !  What  a  prop  for  hope  !  What  a  blefied 
argument  of  fubmiflion!  Look  into  the  church, 
look  into  the  families  of  friends,  look  into  the 
world,  look  into  thyfelf,  what  innumerable  changes 
do  we  fee  on  every  fide,  in  every  circumftance  and 
feafono f  life.  A  week,  a  day,  what  an  alteration 
does  it  make?  And  how  can  a  Chriftian  be  eafy 
with  this  ?  whence  is  it  he  can  fay,  it  is  well?  O 
it  is  becaufe  of  God’s  eternity,  God’s  unchange¬ 
ablenefs,  who  is  atry’d  God  and  a  Saviour,  a  never-* 
failing  rock  of  refuge:  Once  a  father  (will  faith  fay) 
and  ever  a  father  •,  once  a  friend,  and  ever  fo.  My 
God,  my  Jefus,  my  portion,  changes  not.  His 
carriage  may  alter,  his  heart  cannot;  his  expreffions 
may  vary,  but  not  his  aftcblion.  Everlafting  lov 
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makes  fure  work,  it  reaches  through  all  difpenfa- 
uons ;  God  hath  fpoken  peace,  and  he  will  never 
unfay  it.  I  may  Jofe  my  comfort,  but  not  my 
interefL  He  has  laid  the  foundation  of  it  in  his 
everlafting  love,  purpofe,  promife  and  covenant. 
IVIen  fhut  their  hands  (as  one  well  has  it)  becaufe 
they  have  opened  them;  but  becaufe  God  hath  once 
opened  his,  he  will  never  fhut  them.  He  is  of 
one  mind,  ana  who  can  turn  him  ;  good  and  gra¬ 
cious,  wife  and  powerful  ;  and  his  name  Jehovah 
argues  he  is  eternally  and  unchangeably  fo.  Peace 
then,  my  foul,  be  Bill;  thou  flialc  wade  through 
this  trial,  as  eafily,  as  fafely,  as  thou  didft  through 
the  Jafb.  He  is  a  rock,  and  his  work  is  perfect. 
Phis  God  is  thy  God  for  ever  and  ever,  he  will  be 
thy  guide  even  unto  death.  Thus  does  God’s  uix- 
changeablenefs  lead  to  fubmiffion.  And  thus  much 
as  to  the  grounds  of  a  Chriftian’s  fubmiffion,  or, 
whence  it  is  the  foul  thinks  and  fays  of  all  God  does, 
it  is  wefl.  Which  brings  me  to  fhew, 

III.  What  are  the  bleffed  fruits  and  effects  of 
this  fubmiffion,  or  what  benefit  redounds  to  the 
believer,  what  glory  to  God,  when  he  is  enabled 
to  think,  and  fay  of  ail  God  does,  it  is  well. 

It  would  make  the  difcourfe  very  fweet  to  him 
that  preaches  it,  could  he  bring  every  particular 
-warm  from  his  own  heart.  But  alas  !  we  are  as  low, 
as  faint,  as  lifeleis  and  unbelieving  at  times  as  you 
can  be  we  preach  to.  However  it  is  his  defire  and 
prayer,  that  God  would  bring  his  heart  down  to 
every  particular,  and  that  his  own  foul  may  be  re- 
freffied  with  thofe  confolations,  which  he  is  Peking 
to  adminifter  to  others  ;  that  he  may  fay,  I  believed , 
therefore  have  1  Jpoken .  We  live  upon  the  fame 
food  v/e  provide  for  you  ;  and  bleffed  be  God!  he 
often  makes  that  word  a  comfort  to  ourfelves, 
wherein  we  aim  chiefly  at  the  fupport  and  eftablifh- 
ment  of  others. 
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Well !  What  are  the  bleffed  fruits  and  effects  of 

this  frame  my  text  fpeaks  of  ? 

Four  evils  there  are  which  it  prevents,  and  as 
many  real,  pofitive  bltfiings  it  procures. 

1.  What  are  the  fins  and  evils  which  it  prevents, 
and  which,  when  they  prevail,  coft  the  Chriftian 
dear  ?  I  anfwer, 

Firft,  It  prevents  rafh  conclufions.  Such  was 
that  of  Jacob,  Gen.  xlii.  36.  Jofeph  is  not,  and  Si¬ 
meon  is  not,  and  ye  will  take  Benjamin  away ;  all  thefe 
things  are  againjl  me.  Such  was  that  of  David, 

1  Sam.  xxvii.  t.  And  David  faid  in  his  heart,  1 
[hall  now  perijh  one  day  by  the  hand  of  Saul.  And 
fuch  was  that  alfo  of  the  church,  Lam.  hi.  18.  And 
I  faid.  My  ftrength  and  my  hope  is  perijhed  from  the ■ 
Lord.  “  I  give  up  all  for  loft,  1  can  flay  myfelf 
“  no  longer  upon  God  for  fupport !  my  cafe  is  re- 
medilefs,  1  have  no  encouragement,  no  hope.” 
This  is  the  language  of  unbelief,  rafh  conclufions 
which  arife  from  a  bare  looking  to  fecond  caufes, 
without  bringing  God’s  word  of  promife,v’and  his 
faithfulnefs  together.  Whereas  he  is  of  one  mind, 
ever  purfiling  the  defigns  of  everlafting  love  to¬ 
wards  his  church  and  people*  though  the  thought 
does  not  always  poffefs  their  hearts.  See  Ifai.  xlix. 
16.  Behold fays  God,  I  have  graven  thee  upon  the 
palms  of  my  hands ,  thy  walls  are  continually  before  me. 

I  fee  thy  ruined  walls,  I  have  the  model  of  my 
<c  own  mercy  (till  in  mine  eye,  my  heart  is  not 
oft  thee,  as  defolate  as  thy  circumftances  appear 
“  to  be.33  God  will  yet  have  mercy  upon  Ziott% 
when  the  fet  time  to  favour  her  is  come.  Hence 
we  read  of  him  that  believeth,  that  he  maketh  not 
hafte,  Ifai.  xxviii.  1 6.  He  that  believeth  fhali  not 
make  hafte .  He  is  not  prefently  at  his  wits  ends, 
becaufe  a  mercy  which  has  been  often  aflced  and 
Jong  expedted,  is  delayed.  It  is  a  metaphor  taken 
from  a  perfon  in  foaie  great  danger,  without  any 
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certain  tried  means  whereby  he  may  efcape ;  he 
tries  this  way  and  that  way,  keeping  conftant  to 
none  ;  or  elfe  defpairing  of  fafety  he  makes  all  the 
halte  podible  to  quit  the  place  where  he  is  at  pre- 
fent,  though  he  cannot  tell  where  he  fhall  do  better. 
Not  fo  does  the  Chridian,  whole  hope  and  whofe 
refuge  the  Lord  is.  He  waits  the  time  of  mercy. 
Can  you  not  eafily  remember  when  the  delay  of 
meicy  has  been  for  thy  advantage  ?  God  has  been 
not  only  preparing  the  mercy  for  you,  but  alfo  pre¬ 
paring  your  heart  for  the  mercy.  Ifai.  xxx.  18.  And 
therefore  wul  the  Lord  wait ,  that  he  way  be  gracious 
unto  you,  and  therefore  will  he  be  exalted ,  that  he  may 
have  mercy  upon  you  •,  for  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  judg¬ 
ment  :  biffed  are  all  they  that  wait  for  him.  Had  it 
come  foonerit  might  have  turned  to  your  detriment, 
not  your  real  good.  Can  you  not  call  to  mind  how 
God’s  mercies  were  neareft,  when  your  own  heart 
and  hopes  were  lowed,  /lech,  xiv,  7.  At  evening-time 
it  fhall  be  light.  Vv'hen  darknefs  is  expefted,  light 
appears.  Can  you  not  look  back  and  fee  faithfulnefs 
in  lending  the  rod,  as  well  as  faithfulnefs  in  remov¬ 
ing  it  ?  ’i  he  crois  which  we  met  with  trembling, 
have  we  not  kifled  at  parting?  That  which  occafi- 
oned  the  trial  was  the  means  of  fome  unforefeen  de¬ 
liverance.  God  font  me  before  you,  hysjofeph,  to pre- 
ferveyou  a  p  ferity  in  the  earth,  and  to  five  your  lives 
by  a  great  deliverance,  Gen.  xlv.  7.  Yet  this  is  the 
fon  Jofeph,  concerning  whofe  fuppofed  death  Jacob 
refufed  to  be  comforted.  But  this  believing  all  is 
well,  dills  the  tumults  and  riling  paffions  of  the  foul, 
It r ikes  it  dumb  when  it  is  apt  to  murmur,  and  pre¬ 
vents  thele  rafli  and  hafty  conclufions  againft  God 
and  the  ways  of  hi,  Providence. 

Secondly,  it  prevents  finful  daggerings.  Thus 
we  read  of  Abraham,  Rom.  iv.  20.  lie Jlcggered 
not  at  the  promife  of  God  through  unbelief  ,  but  was 
firong  in  faith ,  giving  glory  to  God.  Obferve,  un¬ 
belief 
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belief  lies  at  the  bottom  of  all  our  ftaggerings :  It 
is  not  God’s  promife  that  fails,  it  is  our  faith  ;  we 
lofe  our  fight  and  hold  of  the  promife,  that  makes 
us  flagger.  Perhaps  there  is  home  particular  Pro¬ 
vidence  we  have  prayed  over  and  over  again,  God 
has  fed  our  hopes  by  his  promifes,  we  have  feen 
the  fruit  of  our  prayers,  and  all  things  go  on  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  wifh ;  it  is  eafy  believing  then.  But 
behold  when  every  way  there  feemed  to  be  a  revival, 
God  on  a  fudden  deadens  and  damps  it,  he  makes 
an  unexpedted  breach,  as  he  did  upon  Uzzab ,  2  Sam . 
vi.  7.  and  that  at  a  time  when  his  people,  as  David 
was,  are  rejoicing  before  the  ark.  How  do  we  be¬ 
have  at  fuch  a  time?  1  know  how  this  affedts  me, 
though  I  would  hope  better  concerning  others.  I 
am  apt  to  flagger  at  the  promife  through  unbelief; 
to  diipute  matters ;  to  confider  and  weigh  things 
in  my  own  mind,  according  to  the  mere  dictates 
of  flefh  and  fenfe,  without  paying  that  reverence 
and  regard  to  God’s  word  of  promife  which  I  ought. 
But  Abraham  daggered  not  at  the  promife  through 
unbelief;  he  held  no  felf-confultation,  no  debate 
about  it ;  did  not  allow  himfelf  to  confider  whe¬ 
ther  he  fhould  clofe  with  it  or  no  ;  but  by  a  refo- 
lute  and  peremptory  adt  of  his  foul,  ventured  his 
all  upon  ic :  “  It  is  right,  it  is  beft,  it  is  the  word 
of  God  that  cannot  lie,  of  a  God  infinite  in 
power,  and  of  unchanging  faithfulnefs  ;  it  will 
cc  not  admit  of  an  argument,  a  debate  ;  I  am  at  a 
cc  point  in  it,  and  it  is  a  ruled  cafe,  I  am  fare  I  am 
* c  fafe.”  He  fi agger ed  not  at  the  promife  through  un¬ 
belief '.  This,  my  friends,  this  is  the  frame  which 
gives  glory  to  God,  becaufe  it  takes  God  at  his 
word,  and  gives  him  credit  as  God.  Where  we 
have  to  do  with  men,  the  more  we  weigh  and  ccn- 
fider  matters,  the  better  ;  but  we  know  whom  we 
have  believed,  when  w^e  truft  God  ;  there  is  the 
grea.eft  ground  of  confidence  and  higheft  afifurance, 
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that  what  he  has  promifed  he  is  able  to  perform  j 
Hence  in  the  actings  of  Abraham's  faith  it  is  re¬ 
marked,  ver,  19.  He  considered  not  his  own  body 
now  dead ,  when  he  was  about  an  hundred  years  old% 
neither  yet  the  deadnefs  of  Sarah' s  womb^  ov  KotTwovi<rs* 
He  did  not  dwell  in  thoughts  about  it5<  but  call 
it  out  of  his  mind,  paflfed  it  by.  The  liability  of 
the  promife,  and  the  faithfulnefs  of  the  great  pro- 
mifer,  he  was  fwallowed  up  with  the  contempla¬ 
tion  of  thefe,  nothing  elfe  had  room  in  his  heart. 
This  is  the  way  to  be  kept  from  fmful  daggerings, 
to  keep  our  eye  fixed  and  Heady  upon  God?s  pro- 
mife.  Had  not  this  good  woman,  in  my  text,  fo 
done,  her  frame  would  never  have  been  fo -Tweet, 
and  fo  exceeding  becoming.  It  is  the  mere  weak- 
nefs  of  faith,  fays  the  great  Dr  Owen ,  which  makes 
a  man  lie  poring  upon  the  difficulties,  and  feeming 
impoffibilities  that  lie  in  the  way  of  a  promife  ;  for 
an  acquiefcence  in  God’s  will,  a  refling  upon  his 
word,  an  eye  to  his  wifdom,  power,  all-fufficiency 
and  faithfulnefs  in  all  he  does,  will  keep  a  man 
from  daggering,  when  the  dorms  and  waves  of 
God’s  providence  beat  never  fo  fad  and  drong  upon 
him  j  becaufe  he  hath  God,  1  am  that  I am^  where¬ 
with  to  anfwer  every  rebellious  doubt  and  finful 
fear.  This  is  another  of  thofe  blefled  effects  which 
flow  from  the  frame  in  my  text. 

I  fhould  now  proceed  ;  but  what  remains  mud  be 
left  to  the  next  opportunity. 
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— — And  ffle  anfwered)  It  is  well. 

do&rinal  obfervation  raifed  from  the 
Jf  words  is  this  : 

Faith  in  God’s  promife  and  power  will  bring  a  man 
to  fubmit  to  the  foreft  and  mod  trying  difpeniations 
of  Providence.  Faith  in  lively  exercife  will  teach  the 
Chriftian  to  fay  of  all  that  God  does,  It  is  well  done. 

Sure  this  doftrine is  never  out  ol  feafon-,  fovereign 
remedies  are  good  to  lay  by  againft  a  time  of  need, 
but  the  ufe  and  value  of  them  is  belt  known  when 
the  time  of  trial  is.  It  is  a  good  hint  which  I 
have  met  with  in  a  praftical  author  of  the  laft  age, 
“  We  are  perfedl  in  no  leffons  lb  much  as  thofe  into, 
“  which  God  whipped  us nor  can  we  fpeak  ol 
any  argument  fo  warmly  and  feelingly,  as  when  we 
preach  out  of  prefent  experience.  When  a  man  feels 

S  4  his 


4 

2§o  Faith’s  eftimate  of  Ser.  XXIII. 

his  wants  and  his  weaknefles,  being  ready  to  faint 
in  the  day  of  adverfity  ;  let  a  friend  bring  the  cor¬ 
dial  then,  which  he  has  recommended  before  with¬ 
out  fuccels,  and  he  is  welcome,  becaufe  there  is'a 
fpecial  fuitablenefs  in  the  remedy  to  his  prefent  cafe 
and  circumftances.  Believers  themfdves  look  at 
trouble  too  much  as  adiftant  thing.  It  is  needful 
that  we  be  undeceived  in  this,  for  elfe  God  will 
have  our  heart  lefs,  and  we  Ihall  have  lefs  of  the 
comfort  which  arifes  from  his  perfections,  his  pro- 
mifes  and  his  covenant.  Hence  we  read  of  the 
trial  of  faith  as  being  precious,  i  Pet.  i.  7.  A 
believer  is  a  gainer  by  all  the  exercife,  the  conflicts 
and  oppofitions  of  his  faith  ;  becaufe  his  faith  ho¬ 
nours  God,  God  will  maintain,  eftublilh,  and  iq- 
creafe  that.  Wherein  faith  honours  God,  and  how 
it  fupports,  quiets  and  relieves  the  foul  in  all  its 
(dmgers,  and  under  all  its  fears,  my  text  tells  us. 
It  teaches  the  Chriflian  to  fay  of  all  God  does,  It  is 
well  done.  Four  things  have  been  propofed  for 
confideration.  What  lies  before  me  at  prefent  is 
the  third  general  head,  namely. 

What  are  the  bleflfed  £  uits  and  efFefls  of  this 
fubmiflion. 

i  i 

Four  evils  (you  have  heard)  it  prevents,  and  as 
many  pofitive  bleffings  it  procures.  The  evils  it 
prevents  are, 

Firft,  Rafh  conclufions;  thefe  are  prevented. 

Secondly,  SinfuJ  daggerings.  We  now  proceed. 

Thirdly,  The  frame  which  my  text  (peaks  of, 
likewife  prevents  immoderate  forrow.  It  is  well. 
God-glorifying  language!  befiting  the  mouth  of 
a  Chriflian,  whpfe  life,  whofe  refuge  and  truft  the 
Lord  is  :  It  is  not,  “  I  am  ruin’d  and  undone,  I 
f*  have  loft  my  all,  my  heart  is  overwhelmed,  it  is 
fc  quite  broke;  v/hat  good  will  my  life  do  me  ?  O  ! 

“  v\he;e 
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«  where  is  my  comfort,  fure  I  have  no  intereft  in 
“  Chrift  and  his  covenant,  God  would  not  elfe  (hew 
*C  me  fuch  great  and  fore  troubles  as  thefe.”  No, 
here  ~is  not°one  word,  not  the  leaft  fhew  of  this 
fort  •,  Hie  leaves  her  fon  where  fhe  had  ventured 
her  foul,  and  becaufe  God  hath  done  it,,  all  is  well: 
She  has  nothing  to  objeft,  no  fault  to  find  with 
God  :  in  like  manner  David,  when  he  was  .greatly 
diftreffed,  and  the  people  talked  of  Honing  him, 

,  Sam.  xxx.  6.  He  encouraged  himfelf  in  the  Lord 
his  God.  As  God  had  given  him  the  promile  of  a 
kingdom,  he  will  truft  himfelf  in  his  hands,  and 
leave  him  to  bring  it  about  by  what  means  he 
pleafes.  A  little  faith,  when  it  is  in  lively  exercife, 
will  carry  a  man  above  great  diftreifes.  Why  ? 
Becaufe  it  difcovers  an  ordered  covenant,  a  wife 
Providence,  fure  promifes,  and  a  faithful  God.  Lit¬ 
tle  faith  will  make  great  improvements  here.  “  Shall 
“  I,  fays  the  chriftian,  mourn  immoderately  for 
“  the  lofs  of  a  creature,  when  my  God,  my  Jefus 
“  Jives  ?  Is  not  my  heart  his  ?  are  not  his  love  and 
“  covenant  mine  ?  Muft  I  needs  live  upon  my 
“  Ioffes  ?  If  he  has  taken  away,  did  he  not  firft 
«  give?  And  what  though  my  name  dies,  and  is  ex- 
“  tindt  in  this  only  branch  of  my  family,  his  name 
“  remains,  my  God  is  better  than  many  fons.” 

Again,  “  My  child  is  not  loft,  though  he  is  ab- 
“  fent-,  I  fhall  go  to  him-,  and  wherein  does  there 
“  appear  any  thing  hard,  that  one  who  is  born  from 
“  above,  whofe  treasure  is  above,  whole  heart  and 
“  whofe  converfation  were  above-,  that  God  fhould 
“  fatisfy  every  defire  at  once,  and  take  him  to  him- 
“  felf?  It  is  well-,  he  is  taken  from  the  evil  to 
“  come,  he  is  gone  to  be  with  Chrift,  which  is  far 
“  better  than  to  be  here;  his  race  is  foon  run,  his 
“  work  is  foon  ended  ;  but  had  "he  not  been  fo  foon 
“  ripe,  he  had  not  been  fo  foon  gathered.  It  is 
“  well  for  him,  and  well  for  me,  for  God  will  have 

“  more 
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*!  more  °L™y  heart>  my  )ove,  my  truft,  my  praife 
u  ,now  :  ^ he  creature  ftole  it  away,  and  1  perceived 
it  not ;  now  the  creature  is  taken,  I  find  how  I 
“  loved  it;  Lord,  I  acquiefce.”  Thus  the  ftreams 
ot  the  cqriftian’s  borrows  are  flopped,  at  leaft  they 
are  turned  another  way  ;  for  if  he  laments,  it  is  his 
fins  rather  than  his  afflidions,  and  here  there  is 
always  caufe  of  mourning,  and  but  little  danger  of 
excefs  in  it.  That  is  a  third  thing. 

Fourthly,  This  frame  alfo  prevents  heartlefs 
complaints.  1  he  Shunamitejs ,  in  my  text,  wholly 
looks  over  all  fecond  caufes,  and  goes  directly  to 
the  firft.  God  hath  done  it,  all  events  are  appointed 
and  ordered  by  him.  My  times ,  fays  the  Pfalmijt , 
are  in  thine  hands ,  Pfal.  xxxi.  15.  “  All  that  con¬ 

cerns  me  thou  haft  the  care  of,  and  thou  wilt  per- 
4t  form  it.”  1  here  is  nothing  wherein  believers 
ihew  a  meaner  fpint,  and  yet  few  fins  befet  them 
more  eafily,  than  an  anxious  concern  and  fretful 
care  about  fome  outward  things,  which  have  in 
themfelves  no  power  to  do  good  or  evil,  any  other- 
wife  than  as  inftruments  in  God’s  hands  to  attain 
his  appointed  end.  Shall  we  quarrel  with  the  fword 
becaufe  it  fuffered  itfeJf  to  be  drawn  ?  or  be  angry 
with  the  air  becaufe  it  is  infeded?  No  fecond  catife 
can  ad  without  the  diredion  of  the  firft  ;  there  is 
no  deiign  in  the  inftrument,  as  an  inftrument  that 
ads,  but  as  ordered  by  him  who  ufes  it.  It  has 
grieved  me  to  hear  chriftians  aggravate  their  trials, 
and  debafe  their  profeffion,  by  looking  back  to  this 
and  the  other  circumftance,  dwelling  upon  that,  as 
what  gave  rife  to  the  whole  afflidion.  “  O !  if  I 
“  had  but  had  fuch  advice — had  I  but  thought ! — 
e‘  that  I  fhoula  confent  my  child  fhould  go  to  fuch 
“  a  place! — that  I  fhould  not  forefee,  dfr.”  And 
yet  ail  the  while  the  man  believes  God’s  purpofes 
and  decrees,  and  that  he  workcth  all  things  after  the 
counftl  of  his  own  will.  Flow  beneath  a  chriftian  is 

this ! 
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this!  Can  you  fet  afide  divine  counfels  or  would 
you  alter  an  ordered  covenant  Ufe  the -means, 
but  live  upon  God’s  power,  wifdom,  and  faithful- 
nels  who  bleffes  or  blafts  them  juft  as  he  pleafes. 
To  do  otherwife  is  to  make  your  burden  a  thouland 
times  heavier  than  it  is.  It  is  mil.  That  is  the 
onlv  reconciling  principle  under  the  fevereft  trials  ; 
and  even  under  lighter  ftrokes,  mere  cafualties  as 
they  appear  to  us,  the  foul  can  have  no  reft  till  he 
iffues  his  concern  here.  I  have  known  little  infig- 
nificancies  very  vexing  and  grieving;  and  the  more 
fo,  becaufe  one  thinks  how  eafily  they  might  have 
been  prevented.  But  the  beft  way  to  quiet  the  foul 
is  to  eye  God’s  hand.  I  was  dumb, fays  the  Pfalmift , 

7  opened  wot  my  mouth,  bccau Jo  thou  didft  it,  Pfal.  x  \  x  1  x„ 

5.  *  Well !  thefe  evils  are  prevented  by  the  frame  in 
my  text.  There  are  alfo  four  real,  pofitive  blefiings, 
which  it  procures.  As, 

Firft,  It  gives  inward  peace,  be  the  burden  or 
trial  what  it  will,  Pfal.  xxvii.  13.  I  had  fainted  un- 
lefs  l  had  believed  to  fee  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord  in  toe 
land  of  the  living.  But  this  cheered  him,  this  re¬ 
vived,  compofed,  and  fettled  him,  that  God  would 
appear  on  his  fide,  and  right  his  caufe  againft  the 
many  that  breathed  out  cruelty,  ver.  12.  So  Ifai. 
xxvi.  2.  ‘Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfeft  peace  whofe 
mind  is  flayed  on  thee,  becaufe  he  trujleth  in  thee.  There 
is  nothing  but  peace  at  fuch  a  time,  becaufe  he  has 
a  God  to  over-balance  every  trouble  ;  truft  enters 
into  the  fecret  of  his  heart,  his  thoughts  are  full  of 
it;  he- no  fooner  allows  himfelf  to  think,  but  he 
begins  to  truft,  and  ftay  himfelf  upon  his  God,  and 
there  is  enough  in  God  to  bear  him  up  :  Can  a  foul 
fink  that  has  almightinefs,  everlafting  ftrength  and 
faithfulnefs  to  lean  on  ?  Who  has  a  rock  underneath 
him,  which  has  born  it  out  againft  all  ftorms,  and 
will  never  fail  till  everlafting  life  comes  ?  Hence 
David  prays,  Pfal.  lxi.  2.  When  my  heart  is  over - 

whelmed. 
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whelmed,  lead  me  to  the  rock  that  is  higher  than  T 
This  gives  perfect  peace;  let  whatever  trial  come* 
though  it  may  (hake  him,  it  does  not  unfettle  him  • 
his  heart  ts  fixed,  trufting  in  the  Lord.  O !  how 
deep  are  his  cou-fels,  how  wife  his  defies!  His 
thoughts  are  not  as  our  thoughts  ;  our  thoughts  are 
o  ye  eiday,  but  his  are  of  old,  even  from  everlaft- 
mg.  VVe  fee  but  fome  ruder  fetches  of  his  work, 
but  faith  throws  a  beauty  upon  thefe,  becaufe  it 
gives  a  fubfi (fence  to  things  hoped  for,  and  a  con- 
vmcmg  demonflration,  even  of  things  as  yet  not 

ieen.  More  of  which  under  the  next  head.  As  for 

God,  fays  faith,  his  work  is  perfeft,  let  him  alone 
with  his  own  work,  his  own  caufe,  it  is  in  the  beft 
or  hands.  What !  fhall  'his  gofpel  drop,  becaufe 
we  fee  a  flower,  which  we  thought  would  have  been 
very  beautiful  and  adorning  in  his  church,  fade? 
Yea,  f  t  God  choofe  for  himfelf,  that  you  may 
know  he  is  God  ;  he  will  lay  afide  an  inftrument 
we  thought  ready  polifhed  for  his  work,  and  choofe, 
and  fquare  another  which  fhall  do  equal,  it  may  be] 
more  fervice.  He  will  appear  God  in  all  things] 
•believe  all  to  be  well,  and  amidft  the  mod  diftref- 
fing  viciffitudes  of  Providence,  your  foul  fhall  be 
at  reft.  1  his  is  one  blefling  arifmgfrom  the  frame 
my  text  fpeaks  of. 

Secondly,  It  gives  an  induring  patience.  Be~ 
hold ,  fays  the  apoltle,  games  v.  1 1.  we  count  them 
happy  which  endure.  Whence  ar;fe,  this  endurance, 
this  long-fuffcring  which  is  the  crown  of  patience?- 
Paul  tells  us,  Rom.  v.  3.  We  glory  in  tribulation 
alfo,  knowing  that  tribulation  workelh  patience.  It 
is  from  a  review  of  the  biefled  iffue  of  all  former 
trials:  Iribulation  has  worked  patience,  all  things 
.have  worked  together  for  good,  and  that  unthouglTt- 
of  to  us;  and  why  fhouid  the  (beam  of  God’s  ever- 
lafting  love,  or  the  tenor  of  his  covenant  be  now 
turned  backwards?  Why  muft  our  God  ceafe  to  be 

JEHOVAPI 
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JEHOVAH  now,  any  mote  than  heretofore? 
What  new  trial  can  be  fo  (hocking,  as  to  unrivet 
qui*  faith,  our  trull,  and  affiance  in  him  P  Seeing 
there  is  no  trial  new  to  God,  no  trial  for  which  he 
did  not  lay  by  fupport  and  comfort  for  us,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  own  purpofe  and  grace  which  was  given 
us°in  Chrift  before  the  world  began.  Everlatting 
ftrength  ;  what  burden  is  lb  heavy  as  to  depreis 
that !  Everlatting  confoladon ;  what  trial  is  fo  great 
as  to  fuck  up  the  fulnefs  and  fweetnefs  ol  that !  A 
covenant  ordered  in  all  things  and  (ure ;  what  ftrefs 
of  forrow  can  make  a  confufion  there  !  Our  Savi¬ 
our  knew  the  virtue  and  good  of  patience,  as  welt 
as  his  difciples  need  of  it,  when  he  commanded 
them,  Luke  xx\.  19.  In  your  patience  pojfefs  ye  your 
fouls .  A  man  cannot  polfefs  himfdf  without  this, 
he  is  at  the  beck  of  every  trial,  every  mere  incon- 
veniency  in  life  has  power  to  deprefs  him,  and  to 
hurry  him  away  from  himfelf.  O  !  whither  does 
a  poor  foul  fly  when  he  forgets  his  God  !  he  wan- 
deis  from  mountain  to  hill,  and  comes  back  juft  as 
he  went,  finds  no  refting  place.  A  chriftian  can¬ 
not  enjoy  himfelf  if  he  does  not  at  the  fame  time 
enjoy  his  God,  becaufe  the  fprings  of  patience  are 
all  hid  in  him,  and  there  is  no  waiting  patiently 
for  the  Lord,  if  there  be  not  a  believing  that  God 
does  all  things  well.  This  frame  begets  enduring 
patience. 

Thirdly,  It  creates  in  the  foul  living  expectation, 
Ifai.  viii.  17.  /  will  wait  upon  the  Lord  that  hidelh 
his  face  from-  the  houfe  of  Jacoby  and  I  will  look  for 
him .  It  denotes  not  only  the  foul’s  willingnefs  to 
ftay  God’s  time,  but  a  blefied  expectation  of  fome 
great  fruit  of  his  faith  and  patience.  “  He  will 
“  come  at  laft,  fays  the  chriftian  when  in  this 
cc  frame,  and  falvation  is ‘in  his  hand.  Unto  the 

Lord  our  God  belong  the  ifluesfrom  death,  even 
“  his  rod  (hall  bud  and  bloflbm,  and  I  am  looking 

“  out 
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6C  out  to  fee  the  return  of  my  long  prayers  ;  how 
it  is  God  will  fandify  and  fweeten  this  affiidion, 
<c  and  make  it  turn  to  my  foul’s  good.  It  fhall  be 
46  well ;  I  can  fee  fo  much  of  God  in  the  appoint- 
,<c  ing,  ordering,  continuing  this  trial,  that  1  am 
sc  fure  the  end  will  be  peace.  It  fhall  be  well,  if 
<c  he  removes  his  hand  *,  it  has  been  a  pray’d  mercy, 
€C  therefore  come  when  it  will,  it  will  be  fweet* 
“  It  fhall  be  well,  if  he  continues  the  trial  •,  I  fhall 
<c  lofe  the  more  drofs,  and  my  graces  be  purer  and 
fitter  for  exercife  in  the  fervice  of  an  holy  Lord 
God.  And  it  fhall  be  well,  if  I  am  removed  by 
it,  for.  Lord,  thy  time  is  mine  ;  fo  I  get  fafe 
to  glory,  thou  fhalt  choofe  the  way.  O  my  gra- 
cious  God,  always  choofe  for  me,  and  fpare  not 
the  rod  for  thy  child’s  crying,  though  this  frame 
44  fhould  not  always  abide  ;  I  have  now  living,  pre- 
<c  cious,  increafing  comforts,  and  thefe  are  not 
cc  given  for  nothing ;  why  not  die  and  go  to  hea- 
44  ven  now,  when  my  heart  is  there  already  !  I  can 
44  triumph  in  the  Lord,  and  why  fhould  not  my 
64  next  work  be  to  rejoice  eternally  in  his  prefence.” 
This  is  the  height  of  chriftian  expectation,  and  this 
alfo  flows  from  the  frame  in  my  text. 

Fourthly,  It  begets  in  the  foul  fettled  praife  and 
thankfulnefs.  The  chriftian  is  in  a  frame  in  every 
thing  to  give  thanks,  as  the  Apoftle  direds,  i  The£'. 
v.  1 8.  Can  blefs  a  taking,  as  well  as  a  giving  God; 
he  is  allured,  All  is  well ;  and  were  God  to  put  the 
queftion,  wherein  wilt  thou  have  it  otherwife?  With 
all  chearfulnefs  he  would  refer  the  matter  back  again 
to  him ;  would  dare  by  no  means  to  let  up  for  his 
own  choofer.  Brethren,  look  back  and  you  will 
find  your  frames  have  ufually  been  fweeteft,  when 
your  trials  have  been  foreft ;  when  tribulations 
abound,  comfort  abounds  too  :  Perfecuted ,  but  net 
forfaken,  cajl  down ,  but  not  dejlrcyed.  This  holds 
Food  of  every  chriftian;  and  communion  with 

•  Chrift 
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Chrift  is  an  heaven  upon  earth  ;  to  enjoy  him,  is  to 
enjoy  every  thing.  Hence  Job  blefles  God  in  the 
lofs  of  all  things,  and  our  holy  reformers  fang 
praifes  in  the  flames.  Nothing  terrified,  nothing 
diftrefled  them  •,  they  knew  that  they  had  in  hea¬ 
ven  a  God,  a  Chrift,  a  manfion  prepared  *,  they 
faw  all  was  well,  and  they  were  fatisfiea,  they  were 
delighted  ;  They  were  more  than  conquerors  (as  the 
Apoftle  fpeaks,  Rom.v iii.  37.)  through  him  that  loved 
$hem .  O  how  fweet,  how  becoming  is  a  praifing 
frame!  whofo  offer e th  praife  glorifieth  me ,  Pial.  1.  23. 
In  your  moft  affiidted  ftate  there  is  foundation  for 
praife,  and  then  there  will  be  a  frame  for  praife, 
when  looking  into  God’s  providential  difpenfations, 
you  can  fay  with  this  good  woman  in  my  text.  It 
is  well 

Thus  have  I  confidered,  as  God  has  helped,  the 
blefled  fruits  and  effedts  of  this  frame.  And  this 
brings  me  to  the  laft  general  head. 

IV.  Whence  it  appears,  that  this  fubmiffion  to 
providential  difpenfations  flows  from  faith,  as  being 
in  lively  and  vigorous  exercife.  For  the  Apoftle 
lays  the  ground  of  this  bleflfed  becoming  frame  in 
faith,  as  drawn  into  exercife  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
II eb.  xi.  35.  Through  faith  women  received  their  dead 
raifed  to  life  again . 

.  Now  this  appears  from  the  four  following  confix 
derations. 

1.  It  is  by  faith  we  are  helped  to  take  a  view  of 
unfeen  things.  This  is  what  fupports  and  refrefhes 
the  chriftian  under  dark  difpenfations,  that  he  looks 
n ot  at  the  things  that  are  feen 9  but  at  the  things  which 
are  not  feen ,  for  the  things  which  are  feen  are  tem¬ 
poral^  but  the  things  which  are  not  feen  are  eternal , 
2  Cor.  iv.  18.  God’s  everlafting  love  and  fure  cove¬ 
nant  ;  Chrift  the  mediator,  furety  and  truftee  of  the 
covenant  ;  the  wifdom,  power  and  faithfulnefs  of  a 
covenant-God ,  and  the  purchafed  pofieffion  when 

the 
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the  end  cometh  ;  by  thefe  faith  makes  its  mark,  and 
taives  its  aim.  The  believer  knows  this  world  is 
a  world  of  trial;  he  expe&s,  and  would  be  taking 
up  is  daily  crofs  ;  but  then  he  lees  fomethinc  bet¬ 
ter  beyond  it ;  all  will  be  well  when  he  gets  above, 
and  he  is  for  having  as  much  of  the  comfort  and 
appinefs  of  heaven  as  he  can  in  his  way  to  it : 
He  there) ore  looks  at  eternal  things,  endeavours 
to  keep  his  eye  and  his  heart  upon  the  bleffed  place, 
where  his  treafure  is;  his  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in 
God.  .  Thus  his  affections  are  fet  on  things  above  \ 
and  this  quickens  and  enlivens  his  patience,  when 
trials  lie  long  and  heavy  upon  him  y  it  rakes  off 
tne  bitternefs  which  there  is  in  the  cup  of  affliction; 
it  is  like  the  tree  which  was  caft  into  the  waters  of 
Mar  ah  to  make  them  fweet  and  wholfom,  Ex.xv.  23, 
And  they  went  three  days  in  the  wildernefs  and  found  no 
water,  and  when  they  came  to  Mar  ah,  they  could  not 
drink  of  the  waters  of  Marah,  for  they  were  bitter . 
Creature-expeCtations  God  ufually  diiappoints;  that 
blefling  of  which  the  chriftian  is  ready  to  fay,  as 
Lamech  did  of  his  fon  Noah ,  Gen.  v.  29.  This  fame 
(hall  comfort  us  concerning  our  work,  and  toil  of  our 
hands  ;  there  is  the  mod  bitternefs,  vexation  and 
difappointment  in.  But  when  God  is  pleafed  to 
lead  the  foul  higher,  and  to  fix  his  hop-  and  ex¬ 
pectation  upon  himfelf,  who  is  the  living  and  un¬ 
changeable  God,  this  infinitely  preponderates  and 
weighs  down  creature-croffes  and  comforts  too. 
But  what  is  it  that  gives  us  a  fight  of  thefe  diftant 
and  better  things  ?  Why,  this  is  faith,  Heb.  xi.  1. 
Now  faith  is  the  fubjiance  of  things  hoped  for,  the 
evidence  of  things  not  feen.  Hope  looks  to  future 
good  things  ;  for  what  a  man  feeth,  why  doth  he 
yet  hope  for !  but  faith  gives  them  a  prefent  fub- 
fiftence  ;  it  mixes  itfelf  with  the  promife,  and 
thereby  tafles  the  goodnefs,  experiences  the  power 
of  it,  and  receives  the  firftTiuiis  of  promifed  bief- 
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fmgs.  Abraham  faw  Chrift’s  day  and  rejoiced,  be- 
caufe  faith  gave  a  prefent  fubfiftence  of  it  in  Abra¬ 
ham's  apprehenfion  and  judgment  ,  there  was  as 
great  a  reality  in  it  to  Abraham's  faith,  as  if  he  had 
lived  in  John  Baptift’s  time  ;  and  accordingly  there 
were  fuitable  actings  of  his  foul  about  it,  he  was 
glad .  Faith  fubftantiates  things  unleen,  it  brings 
diftant  things  near,  and  gives  fuch  an  evidence, 
fuch  a  demonftration  of  them,  as  carries  with  it  an 


anfwer  to  a  1  objections  to  the  contrary  :  It  fiknces 
every  objection  of  unbelief  *  fo  that  the  foul  refts 
upon  them,  cads  anchor  on  them,  which  anchor  is 
both  fare  and  ftedfaft ,  becaufe  it  enters  into  that  within 
the  vail ,  Heb.  vi.  19.  It  keeps  a  man  from  being 
blown  about  with  every  wind  or  ftorm  that  rifes. 
Faith  it  is  which  helps  the  believer  to  view  unfeem 
things,  and  hence  it  is  the  ground  of  his  acquiefcing 
and  approving  of  all  that  God  does  as  well  done. 

2.  Faith  it  is  that  ftills  and  compofes  the  foul  in 
every  difpenfation,  becaufe  it  (hews  it  the  bleffed 
fruits  and  effects  of  all  paft  trials.  Faith  is  the 
believer’s  beft  remembrancer,  when  it  is  drawn  into 
exercife  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  Thus  Afaph  fpeaks 
when  he  comes  a  little  to  himfelf.  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  iq4 
And  I  faid ,  This  is  my  infirmity  :  but  I  will  remember 
the  years  ofi  the  right  hand  of  the  moft  High .  Before 
n  was,  I  remembered  God,  and  was  troubled ,  I  com¬ 
plained,  and  my  fipirit  was  overwhelmed ,  ver.  3.  But 
when  faith  revives,  that  fc ts  all  to  rights  again,  ven 
1 .1 .  /  will  remember  the  works  of  the  Lordrfurdy  I  will 
remember  thy  wonders  of  old,  I  will  meditate  alfio  of  all 
thy  work ,  and  talk  ofi  thy  doings.  Thy  way ,  6  God ,  is 
in  the  fan  A  u  ary  :  who  is  fo  great  a  God  as  cur  God  ? 

I  will  fee  whether  I  cannot  find  help  given  in  a  like 
extremity  ;  whether  there  is  nothing  in  my  expe¬ 
rience  to  match  if,  God’s  right  hand  hath  done 
wonders,  and  his  hand  is  not  fhortned  that  it  can¬ 
not  fave.  In  the  mount  of  the  Lord  it  hath  been  feen « 

T  I  have 
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I  have  been  able  to  put  an  hitherto  at  the  end  of 
every  diflrefs  and  trial  ;  hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped 
we ;  and  fhall  I  ever  have  occafion  to  alter  ?  I  am 
well  perfuaded  it  will  never  be,  that  I  fhall  have 
occafion  to  fay,  “  He  hath  left  me,  he  hath  for- 
**  Taken  me.”  Pfalm  lxxi.  18.  When  1  am  old  and 
gray-headed ,  0  God ,  for  fake  me  not .  I  cannot  fee 
thy  path,  but  I  (hall  foon  glory  in  thy  work.  Thou 
leddeft  thy  people  like  a  flock,  by  the  hand  of  Mofes 
and  Aaron . 

This  is  a  great  ground  of  patience  and  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  will  of  God,  what  God  hath  done;  and 
this  fhould  come  oftner  into  our  meditations,  when 
we  are  looking  on  our  prefent  difficulties  and  trials 
of  faith.  Forgetfulnefs  is  a  fin,  which  eafily  befets 
God’s  choiceft  faints ;  their  need  of  pad  trials,  their 
help  under  them,  the  bleffed  fruits  and  effefts  which 
have  attended  them,  thefe  are  foon  forgotten :  But 
faith  brings  them  to  remembrance,  it  leads  a  Chris¬ 
tian  far  back,  and  To  helps  him  to  fay  of  all  God 
does,  It  is  well  done. 

This  brings  us  to  a  third  particular;  but  that, 
with  what  remains,  muft  be  left  to  the  next  op* 
portunity. 
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% 


1 


SERMON  XXIV. 


Faith’s  eftimate  of  afflidive  difpenfa* 

tions* 


2  Kings  iv.  26.  lad  clautfes. 

— — And  Jhe  anfwered }  It  is  well. 

TH  E  dodrinal  obfervation  From  thefe  Words 
is  this : 

Obser.  Faith  in  God’s  promifes  and  power,  will 
bring  a  man  to  fubmit  to  the  foreft  and  nioft  trying 
difpenfationS  of  his  Providence.  Or  thus,  ° 
Faith,  wheri  it  is  in  lively  exercife,  will  teach  a 
chriftian  to  Fay  of  all  God  does.  It  is  well 

In  difcourfing  on  this  obfervation,  I  have  flieWn, 
Firft,  What  fubmiffion  is,  and  with  what  limi¬ 
tation  this  well  in  rriy  text  is  to  be  undtirflood. 

Secondly,  What  are  the  grounds  of  this  fubmif- 
fion,  or  whence  it  is  the  foul  thinks  and  fays  of  all 
God  does*  that  It  is  well  done. 

Thirdly,  What  are  the  bleffed  fruits  and  effefts 
of  this  fubmiffion*  or  what  benefits  redound  to  a 

r  2  believer. 
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believer,  what  glory  to  God,  when  he  is  enabled  to 
think  and  fay  of  all  God  does,  It  is  well  done. 

And  1  told  you  here,  that  there  are  fome  evils  it 
prevents,  and  feme  real  pofitive  bleffings  it  pro¬ 
cures.  The  evils  it  prevents  are  thefe  four  :  Rafh 
conclufions,  finful  daggerings,  immoderate  forrow, 
and  heartlefs  complaints.  The  bleffings  it  procures, 
are  inward  peace,  enduring  patience,  living  expec¬ 
tations,  and  chearful  praife  and  thankfulnefs. 

Fourthly,  Whence  it  appears,  that  this  fubmif- 
fion  to  providential  difpenfations  flows  from  faith, 
as  being  in  lively  and  vigorous  exercife. 

This  appears  from  the  four  following  confidera- 
tions, 

1.  It  is  by  faith  we  are  helped  to  take  a  view  of 
unfeen  things. 

2.  It  is  faith  which  brings  to  remembrance  the 
biefied  fruits  and  effects  of  all  paft  trials.  So  far 
we  have  gone  *5  now  to  proceed. 

3-  It  farther  appears,  that  fubmiffion  flows  from 
faith,  becaufe  this  it  is  which  leads  the  foul  to  God, 
and  fetches  firength  Tom  him  under  every  new 
trial  and  emergency  ;  there  is  no  living  upon  paft 
frames  or  paft  mercies  ;  a  receiving  life  is  what  every 
believer  lives.  And  of  his  fulnefs  have  all  we  re - 
ceived ,  and  grace  for  grace,  Johni.  16.  There  muft 
be  a  daily  coming  to  Chrift  for  grace  to  help  in 
time  of  need.  To  whom  coming ,  as  to  a  living  ft  one, 
di fallowed  indeed  of  men ,  but  chofen  of  God ,  and  pre¬ 
cious,  1  Pet.  ii.  4.  to  him  coming  for  fupport, 
ftrength,  fubfiftence  ;  faith  is  one  continued  act  in 
the  foul,  it  is  our  daily,  our  hourly  work  ;  our  life 
is  in  another,  not  in  ourfclvcs  ;  and  how  is  this 
life  maintained  ?  even  as  animal  life  is,  by  fpiritual 
communications  from  Chrift,  who  is  the  bread  of 


life,  and  the  rock  who  gives  us  drink,  following  us 
in  the  wildernefs  for  this  very  end,  1  Ccr.  x.  3,  4. 
And  did  all  cat  the  fame  fpiritual  meat ,  and  did  all 
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-  drink  the  fame  fpiritual  drink  :  for  they  drank  of  that 
fpiritual  rock  that  followed  them ,  and  that  rock  was 
thrift .  All  the  grace  his  eleft  fhould  need  to  the 
end  of  time,  was  put  into  his  hands  as  their  cove¬ 
nant  head,  and  he  was  made  truftee  for  it,  2  Tim.  i.  9. 
Who  hath  favedy  and  called  us  with  an  holy  callings 
not  according  to  our  works ,  but  according  to  his  own 
purpofe  and  grace ,  which  was  given  us  in  Chrift  Jefus , 
before  the  world  began.  Faith  it  is  that  receives  that 
grace  from  Chrift,  whether  it  be  pardon,  righteouf- 
nefs,  preparation  for  duty,  ftrength  under  trials  and 
temptations,  peace,  comfort,  and  the  like.  The 
Spirit  (hews  the  believer  firft  what  his  needs  are,  and 
then  directs  him  to  Chrift  for  the  fupply  of  them  ; 
faith  takes  hold  of,  receives  and  applies  what  Chrift 
gives,  and  fo  feeds,  fupports  and  fuftains  the  foul. 
Hence  the  fame  things  that  are  fpoken  of  Chrift: 

j,. 

are  applied  to  faith,  Gal,  ii.  20.  I  am  crucified  with 
Chrift ,  neverthelefs  I  live ,  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  liveth 
in  me  :  and  the  life  I  now  live  in  the  flefh ,  1  live  by 
the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave 
himfelf  for  me.  Never  can  we  fay,  All  is  well ,  when 
faith  finks ;  No  !  Then  “  All  thefe  things  are 
“  againft  me.”  There  rnuft  be  a  revival  before  it 
comes  to  this.  You  know  how  it  was  of  old  with 
Elifha' s  fervants,  2  Kings  vi.  15.  The  king  of  Syria 
fends  horfesand  chariots,  a  very  great  hoft,  to  fetch 
the  prophet  •,  he  found  nothing  was  to  be  done 
againft  Ifrael  while  he  was  there  •,  when  the  poor 
fervant  fees  this,  he  was  greatly  diftrefled,  and  cries 
out,  “Alas,  my  matter,  how  fnall  we  do!”  he 
thought  of  nothing  but  deftrudion,  till  God  opened 
his  eyes,  and  then  he  law  a  mountain  full  of  horfes 
and  chariots  of  fire  round  about  them.  So  faith, 
when  it  fees  God  for  us,  God  with  us,  it  bids  de¬ 
fiance  to  the  whole  world  what  are  trials,  crofter, 
difappointments,  when  God  lives,  and  God  is  ours  ? 
They  are  ordered  by  him,  and  by  him  fhall  they 

■%  X  3  be 


s 


294  Faith's  eftmate  of  Ser.XXIV: 

be  over-ruled  :  His  covenant  love  and  faithfulnefs 
are  the  lame  now  they  ever  were.  Soul !  there  is 
mercy  laid  by  againft  this  trial ;  the  end  of  it  is 
peace  •,  the  God  of  all  peace  willjlablijh ,  and  ftrengtheny 
and  fettle  thee.  There  is  a  rock  that  is  higher  than 
thee  ;  the  foundation  of  God  ftandeth  fure  ;  thou 
wanted  nothing  but  thy  Lord  hath  it  to  give,  and 
he  will  withhold  no  good  thing  from  him  that  walketh 
uprightly.  There  is  grace  laid  up  in  Chrift  for 
every  emergency  ;  this  faith  receives,  and  thereby 
is  a  farther  ground  of  patience  and  fubmiffion  under 
every  trial.  . 

4.  It  appears  that  fubmiffion  is  grounded  on  faith  % 
becaufe  it  is  that  which  teaches  a  chriftian  to  abide 
by  the  promife  when  all  promifed  fupply  fails.  Thus 
fays  Jacob ,  when  he  was  in  danger  of  falling  into 
the  hands  of  an  angry  brother  with  four  hundred 
men,  ‘Thou  faidjt ,  I  will  furely  do  thee  good,  Gen.  xxxii. 
12.  He  had  nothing  to  fly  to  but  the  promife,  but 
that  was  hold  enough,  becaufe  that  takes  hold  of 
God,  the  great,  the  faithful,  the  holy  God :  It  is 
God’s  word,  his  word  of  grace;  and  grace,  you 
know,  is  his  darling  attribute,  the  Lord  God,  gra¬ 
cious  and  merciful,  abundant  in  goodnels  and  truth  ; 
and  thou  faidjl,  1  will  furely  do  thee  good.  I  he  belt 
thinn-  we  can  fay  to  God,  is  what  he  hath  firfl  faid 
to  u°;  promifes  are  the  fweeteft  grounds  of  hope, 
the  fweeteft  pleas  in  prayer;  God  that  knows  all 
his  purpofes  and  deiigns,  that  knows  how  far  his 
promife  goes,  God  almighty  mat  can  do  all  he 
hath  promifed,  the  true  God,  he  that  cannot  lie, 
hath  fpoken  it,  who  will  therefore  do  what  he  hath 
faid.  O,  fays  the  foul,  the  promifes  will  bring 
forth,  the  vifion  is  for  an  appointed  time  ;  I  do 
but  credit  God,  and  he  is  a  tree!  God  ;  it  (hall  be 
well;  mercy  (hall  be  built  up  for  ever,  though  ic 

does ’not  Yet  appear  to  view,  for  all  the  wry,  of  tie 
■  Lord 
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Lord  are  mercy  and  truth ,  unto  fuch  as  keep  his  cove¬ 
nant  and  tejlimonies ,  Pfal.  xxv.  io.  Hence  JoJhua 
pleads  as  facoh  did,  JoJh.  vn.  g.  Oh  Lord ,  what 
floall  I  fay,  when  Ifrael  turneth  their  backs  before  their 
enemies  ?  What  wilt  thou  do  unto  thy  great  name  ? 
Who  can  fecurethe  glory  of  that,  but  himfelfonly  ? 
But  he  is  a  God  that  keepeth  covenant  and  mercy  ; 
furely  then  he  will  not  lay  it  afide,  he  keeps  it  to 
Ihew  it  forth,  to  make  it  known,  fooner  or  later, 
help  will  come  ;  however,  fays  faith,  Ihould  it  not 
come,  I  will  die  trailing.  Hence  faid  the  three 
children,  Dan.  iii.  17,18.  OurGodwhomweferve, 
is  able  to  deliver  us  from  the  burning  fiery  furnace,  and 
he  will  deliver  us  out  of  thy  hand,  O  king  ;  but  if  not, 
he  it  known  unto  thee ,  O  king,  that  we  will  not  ferve 
thy  Gods.  If  a  doubt  may  be  made  of  this  particu¬ 
lar  deliverance,  we  will  ftill  perfevere  in  a  courfe 
of  duty  •,  the  Lord  he  is  God,  and  his  name  is  a 
firong  tower ,  the  righteous  runneth  into  it  and  is  fafe , 
Prov.  xviii.  10.  Thither,  fays  the  foul,  will  I  flee  ; 
if  God  cannot,  or  if  he  will  not  fave,  I  am  ready 
to  perilh  •,  el fe where  I  cannot,  I  will  not  look,  for 
this  God  is  my  falvation,  and  though  he  flay  me,  yet 
will  1  truft  in  him.  Faith  hangs  on  the  promife, 
and  fo  it  helps  to  fubmiflion. 

Thus  have  we  gone  through  the  feveral  things 
propofed  from  the  words ;  what  remains  is  the 
ufe  and  improvement  of  the  fubjeft,  in  doing 
which,  I  lhall  confine  myfelf  chiefly  to  this  Angle 
inquiry. 

Query.  What  confiderations  and  direflions  are 
there,  which  may  be  of  ufe  under  the  aids  of  the 
Spirit,  in  order  to  our  obtaining  this  bleiTed  frame 
my  text  fpeaks  of? 

Answer.  Firft  judge  nothing  before  the  time. 
When  the  end  cometh,  pafs  a  judgment  on  pro¬ 
vidential  difpenfations ;  not  before.  Pfal.  qvii.  43. 

T  4  Whofo. 
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hVhop)  is  wife  and  mV l  obferve  thefe  things ,  even  they 
jhall  under Stand  tbe  loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord.  David's 
haite  might  hav.-  coft' him  dear,  Pf  cxvi.  xi.  Ifaid 
in  my  hajte ,  /ill  men  are  liars.  “  Samuel  and  ail  are 
“  iia rs,  I  fhal]  never  obtain  r  he  kingdom,  I  fliall 
“  now  periih  by  the  hand  of  Saul."  It  was  well 
God  did  not  cake  him  at  his  word,  as  he  refufed  to 
credic  God.  God  works  often  above  means,  fome- 
times  witnout  them  ;  nay  iometirnes  contrary  to 
them  :  But  it  is  a  fettled  rule  with  him,  which  every 
believer  has  found  true  in  experience,  namely,  He 
led  them  forth  by  the  right  may,  that  they  might  go  to 
a  city  of  habitation.  There  may  appear  fome  daws 
at  prelent  ;  but  there  will  be  none  in  the  end,  it 
wi  1 1  appear  to  be  the  right  way  Wherefore  humble 
yourjehes  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord ,  and  he  fliall  lift  you 
up,  James  iv.  10.  Humbling  providences  are  fweet- 
efc  in  the  end,  for  they  bring  a  man  to  hirnfelf ;  and 
till  a  man  be  thoroughly  emptied  of  ie  f,  he  can 
never,  as  he  ought, '  improve  Chrift.  What  tho’ 
God  bereave  you  of  children,  friends,  fubftance, 
health,  All  is  well.  There  is  no  empty,  void  fpace, 
but  what  he  hirnfelf  fills  up.  Surely,  fays  one, 

He  dieth  ofc  whole  life  is  bound  up  in  the  dying 
“  creature,  as  oft  as  the  creature  fails,  his  hope 
“  fails,  his  heart  fails  -,  when  the  creature  dieth, 
“  his  hope  giveth  up  the  ghoft.”  He  only  lives 
an  unchangeable  life,  that  by  faith  can  live  on  an 
unchangeable  God,  Do  not  fay  what  Ins  end  is, 
til!  you  fee  it.  Many  a  faint  has  eat  his  own  words 
for  want  of  this  PJal.  xxxi.  2 1.  I  faid  in  my  hafte, 
I  am  cut  off  from  before  thine  eyes ;  neverthslefs  thou 
heardji  the  voice  of  my  fupplications ,  when  1  cried 
unto  thee.  Thefe  hafty  fpeeches  are  felJom  right 
ones. 

Secondly,  Bring  the  promife  and  a  promifing 
God  dole  together ;  whatever  be  the  promife,  con- 
fider  he  is  faithful  that  hath  promifed  ;  all  inter¬ 


vening 
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vening  difficulties  ffiould  be  viewed  in  the  light  of 
the  promile.  What  is  that?  W hy  all  things  are 
your i,  and  all  things  work  together  for  good.  We 
need  our  erodes  as  well  as  our  comforts.  Are  we 
ikroueh  many  tribulations  to  enter  the  kingdom  ?  1  hen 
3  have  theie  tribulations  ere  we  poffefs  it. 
Abraham,  you  have  heard,  ftaggered  not  at  the 
promife  through  unbelief:  He  agawjl  hope  believed 
in  hope •,  he  left  out  all  huts,  and  whys,  and  ifsj,  he 
had  God’s  word  of  promife,  and  he  knew  God’s 
arm  of  power,  and  alfo  that  he  was  faithful,  who 
had  promifed ;  that  is  enough ;  but  we  fhall  never 
fav,  Allis  well ,  till  God’s  promife  and  faithfulnefs 
are  brought  clofe  togetner.  faith  lets  all  difficul¬ 
ties  afidet  removes  them  out  of  the  way,  never  con- 
fidering  them  but  in  the  light  of  the  promife. 

Thirdly,  Confider  the  grace  and  order  of  the 
covenant,  2  Sam.  xxni.  5.  lie  hath  made  with  me 
an  everlajling  covenant ,  ordered  in  all  things  and  Jure. 
Every  thing  is  wifely  adjufted  there,  the  fending  of 
trials,  as  well  as  the  removal  of  them,  come  under 
the  covenant  and  promife.  My  covenant ,  fays  God, 
will  I  not  break,  nor  alter  the  thing  that  is  gone  out 
of  my  lips,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  34-  What  that  was,  you 
have  in  the  30,  31,  ver.  If  his  children  forfake  my 
law ,  and  walk  not  in  my  judgments,  &c.  then  will  1 
vifit  their  tranfgrefftons  with  the  rod,  and  their  ini¬ 
quity  with  pipes.  And  the  Chriftian,  when  faith  is 
in  exercife,  would  have  it  fo,  would  have  every 
crols  and  every  trial  ;  that  patience  may  have  her 
perjebl  work ,  and  be  entire,  lacking  nothing.  Give  me, 
faid  the  prodigal,  all  the  portion  of  goods  that 
faileth  to  my  (hare;  the  believer  would  have  the 
fame  thing,  though  he  alks  it  for  different  ends. 
'Therefore  beho'd,  fays  God,  1  will  allure  her,  and 
bring  her  into  the  wildernefs ,  and  fpeak  comfortably 
unto  her ,  Hof.  i.  14.  but  wildernefs  frames  attend 

wildernefs- 
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wildernefs-difpenfations,  and  they  are  fweet  frames  • 

The  duty  of  feme  fore  vifitations  has  been  to  manv 

the  time  of  fpecial  love :  There  is  a  time  to  favour 

/Cton,  a.  leafon  of  mercy,  be  it  a  time  of  afflidion, 

adverfity,  temptation,  or  whatever  elfe,  all  is  well ; 

the  covenant  ftands  fure,  and  everlafting  love  runs 

through  every  trial  which  befals  you.  Firft  blefs 

God  for  the  grace  of  the  covenant,  and  then  for  the 
order  of  it. 

Fouitnly,  Vv  eigh  your  fins  and  your  mercies  to¬ 
gether,  before  you  look  at  any  of  your  trials.  Never 
think  of  your  fufferings,  but  at  the  fame  time  think 
of  your  fins  ;  afflidions  will  fit  light,  where  fin  fits 
heavy.  You  will  find  then,  that  you  have  finned 
away  this  comfort,  and  over-loved  the  other  blef- 
hngs,  nave  abufed  God’s  mercy,  and  flood  in  need 
of  bis  rod  j  for  he  does  not  afflidt  willingly,  nor 
grieve  the  cnildren  of  men;  whatever  be  the  temp¬ 
tation  or  afflidion  there  is  a  need  of  it  :  And  then 
have  we  no  mercies  under  our  flrong  temptations 
and  fore  trials  ?  The  church  upon  confideration 
found  it  thus,  Lam.  iii.  23.  Though  God  had 
written  bitter  things  againft  her  in  righteoul'nefs ; 
it  is  of  the  Lord’s  mercies  we  are  not  confumed ,  be- 
caufe  his  compajjions  fail  not.  No  trial  is  fo  grievous 
and  bitter  but  it  might  have  been  worfe. 

Fifthly,  Be  much  in  the  adings  of  prefent  faith. 
Thou  lofeft  a  child,  a  friend,  a  hufband,  or  wife  • 
but  thou  haft  not  loft  thy  God,  Pfal.  xciv.  ig.  In 
the  multitude  of  my  thoughts  within  me ,  thy  comforts 
delight  my  foul.  “  As  much  confufion  as  I  have 
“  within,  I  have  comfort  when  I  look  above  •,  my 
“  thoughts  are  dark  and  doleful,  intricate  and 
“  perplexing,  and  there  is  a  multitude  of  them  that 
“  break  in  upon  me,  as  if  they  would  fwallow  me 
“  upi  but  thy  comforts  are  life,  and  light,  and 
**  delight  to  my  foul ;  my  thoughts  do  not  fink  me 
*!  fo  deep,  but  thy  comforts  are  a  heaven  to  me.  It 
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sc  is  •well."  God  hath  faid.  Leave  thy  fatberlefs  chil- 
dren,  I  will  preferve  'them  alive ,  and  let  thy  widows  trufi 
in  me ,  Ter.  xlix.  1 1.  If  they  are  God’s  care,  they  (hall 
be  well  provided  for.  He  that  feedeth  the  ravens  and 
clotheth  the  lilies,  will  he  be  lefs  kind  and  bound- 
t,ful  to  thee  ?  The  earth  is  the  Lord's ,  and  thefulnefs 
thereof,  the  world ,  and  they  that  dwell  therein,  Pfal.' 
Xxiv.  1.  Every  heart  is  at  God’s  difpofal ;  rather 
than  his  poor  fhall  want  bread,  God  will  feed  them 
from  their  enemies  table.  You  have  a  certain  pro- 
mife,  God  hath  given  his  word,  and  there  is  no 
exception  to  it,  Pfal.  xxxvii,  3.  Lrufiin  the  Lord  and 
do  good,  fo  J halt  thou  dwell  in  the  land,  and  verily 
thou  {halt  be  fed.  1  had  rather,  fays  one,  have  God’s 
amen,  his  verily,  than  a  promife  from  all  the  princes 
and  potentates  of  the  world  ;  if  God  has  faid  it, 
it  fhall  be  well.  Be  much  then  in  the  adings  of 
prefent  faith  :  believe  for  this  trial,  believe  to  day  ; 
put  not  off  till  you  fee  how  things  will  go,  that  is 
to  know,  not  to  trufi.  Faith  brings  down  general 
promifes  to  a  man’s  own  particular  cafe  and  cir- 
cumftances.  1  will  never  leave  thee  nor  for  fake  thee, 
Heb.  xiii.  5.  “  There  is  the  promife  ;  fays  faith, 

««  Lord,  I  truft  in  thee,  I  credit  thee  upon  that  word 
“  of  thine;  I  am  poor,  but  the  poor  committeth 
“  himfelf  to  thee ;  I  am  a  widow  and  dcfolate  as 
“  to  outward  comforts,  but  I  truft  in  God.”  The 
Lord  thy  maker  is  thy  hufband ,  and  fear  not ,  nor 
be  difmayed,  for  he  will  help  and  uphold  thee  ;  it  is 
as  eafy  for  God  to  help  me  in  thefe  diftreffing  cir- 
cumftances  as  in  any  other.  Thou  art  the  holy 
one  of  Ifrael,  and  all  thy  faints  have  born  teftimony 
to  thy  faithtulnefs  and  truth ;  Lord,  fhall  I  be  an 
exception  ?  lure  thou  wilt  not  fail  me  ;  I  feel  thou 
haft  not ;  my  cup  is  fweetned  by  thy  prefence  and 
love,  thou  firengtbencfi  me  with  firength  in  my  foul. 
J  will  believe,  Lord,  I  do  believe ,  help  my  unbelief ; 
it  is  well,  Lord,  it  is  well.  Prefent  frith  mull  be 
9  aded 
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afted  when  prefent  trials  come,  and  God,  where  he 
g.ves  a  prom, ft,  gives  faith  alio  to  lay  hold  of  it 

Sixt  ly,  Be  much  in  prayer.  Prayer  calls  in  God’s 
help  | ,  almighunefs  itfelf  can  never  be  worfted  5  this 
was  David  s  hrft  and  laft  refuge,  and  every  faint 
has  found  it  his  beft  refuge,  Pfal.  cxxxviii.  3.  In  the 
day  when  levied  thou  anjweredjt  me ,  and ftrengthenedft 
me  with  Jlrengtb  in  my  foul.  Prayer  brought  in 
God,  and  God  brought  in  ftrength,  and  by  this  the 

f  ,altllulT  §otr  C  le  better  of  all  his  diftempers  and 
rears.  Itisfaidof  Luther, ,  “  Whatever  oppofiti on 
"  h*fo™d>  whatever  diftemper  in  his  minJ,  or 
«  dffii  aftipn  in  ms  foul,  he  prefently  carried  it  to 

cue  to  rone,  and  never  gave  over  praying,  till  he 

prayed  his  heart  into  the  frame  he  prayed  for  ” 
Jacob,  you  know,  got  the  bleffing,  but  how? 
Vvhy,  he  wreftled  for  it  till  break  of  day  -,  that  is 
as  the  prophet  explains  it,  Hof.  xii.4.  He  wept,  and 
made  fupphcetion  unto  him.  He  was  importunate 
m  his  requeft  could  take  no  denial  from  the 
Dieted  ^(-ios,  but  put  in  one  plea,  then  another, 
till  he  had  power  over  him,  and  came  away  a  pro 
vailer.  Prayer  lets  every  difpenfation  in  a  ftveet 
Jighr,  becaufe  it  brings  in  ftrength  from  God  to 
the  foul,  whereby  it  is  helped  to  wait  to  the  end 
of  it  •,  when  our  eye  and  heart  are  up  to  God 
fixed  upon  him,  all  is  well.  Be  much  in  prayer’ 
carry  your  difficulties,  temptations,  fears,  unbelief 
to  God,  anti  leave  them  with  him  Once  more. 
Seventhly,  Be  frequent  in  thoughts  of  heaven 
youi  left,  your  home,  where  all  your  borrows  will 
have  a  full  end.  There  remaineth  a  reft  for  the 
people  of  God ;  every  one  of  our  forrows  takes  off 
one  fi om  toe  account;  we  are  one  ftep  the  nearer 
to  giojy  ;  the  fame  trial  is  not  to  come  over  again  ; 
and  bleffed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from 
hencefot  th ;  yea,  faith  the  Spirit , j or  they  reft  front  their 
labours ?  Rev.  xiv.  13.  Cbriftian  !  you  Ihali  reft  from 

your 
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your  labours  foon  ;  there  is  a  heaven  above,  and  the 
hope  of  it  comforts  and  delights  you  here  ;  it  is  well, 
it  muft  be  fo,  In  thy  prefence  there  is  fulnefs  of  joy ,  at 
thy  ri^bt  hand  there  are  pleafures  for  evermore ,  Pfah 
xvi.  1 1.  and  heaven  will  make  you  amends  for  every 
thing.  What  a  bleifed  reckoning  Paul  made,  and  do 
not  you  account  it  fo  too  ?  Rom.  viii.  18.  I  reckon 
that  the  fufferings  of  this  prefent  time  are  not  worthy  to 
he  compared  with  the  glory  which  Jhall  be  revealed  in  us . 
And  you  have  them,  not  all  at  once God  propor¬ 
tions  your  day  to  your  ftrengih ,  it  is  but  here  a  little, 
and  there  a  little,  as  you  are  able  to  bear  it  ;  you  have 
a  wife  and  gracious  God,  which  orders  and  over-rules 
all  that  concerns  you ;  hitherto  he  hath  done  all  things 
well,  and  he  will  perfedt  that  which  concerneth  you. 

Thefe  confiderations  are  of  ufe  to  beget  and  keep 
alive  in  the  Chriftian  this  frame  my  text  fpeaks  of. 

Two  cautions  upon  the  whole,  and  I  have  done. 

Caution  i.  Do  ,not  think  this  great  and  fweet 
leffon  is  to  be  learnt  at  once.  God  teaches  his  chil¬ 
dren,  as  you  do  yours,  by  little  and  little,  fomewhat 
this  week,  and  more  the  next,  fomewhat  by  this 
affliction,  more  by  another  j  and  as  our  croffles,  fo 
neither  do  our  comforts  come  all  at  once •,  the 
fruit  of  affliction  is  not  gathered  prefently,  Heb.  xii. 

1 1 .  Now  no  chaftening  for  the  prefent  feemeth  to  be 
joyous ,  but  grievous  \  never thelefs ,  afterward  it  yield- 
eth  the  peaceable  fruit  of  righteoufnejs  to  them  that  are 
exercifed  thereby .  The  fruit  is  not  gathered  prefently, 
it  muft  have  a  ripening  time  ;  faith  muft  be  tried 
before  it  will  come  out  precious  as  gold  does  out  of 
the  fire.  Do  not  expedt  to  learn  this  leffon  at  once,, 
It  is  well  Such  knowledge  and  attainment  is  the 
fruit  of  long  experience  and  obfervation. 

Caution  2.  Do  not  expedt,  it  you  are  able  to 
ufe  the  language  in  my  text  now,  that  you  fflali 
do  it  with  the  fame  cafe  and  comfort  always, 
Abraham  jiaggered  not  at  the  promife  of  God 

through 
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through  unbelief  ,  when  he  received  the  tidings  of 
a  ion  j  but  it  ihould  ieem  afterwards  he  doubted 
it,  when  he  went  in  unto  Hagar.  My  mountain 
Jtandsftrong ,  fays  David ;  but  let  God  hide  his  face, 
and  immediately  David  is  troubled.  A  Chriftian 
is  flelh  as  well  as  fpirit.  We  hear  not  only  of 
fob  s  patience,  but  of  his  impatience  too.  Oblerve 
it,  we  ufually  read  of  the  failure  of  the  faints  in 
that  grace  for  which  they  were  the  mod  eminent : 
The  reafon  is  this,  to  lhew  that  no  man  is  to  be 
trufted  in,  no  not  to  tr u ft  himlelf,  or  his  own 
heart.  A  fettled  even  frame  of  hope  and  truft, 
few  Chriftians  maintain  here.  When  we  come  to 
be  with  God,  we  fhall  walk  by  fight ,  now  we  walk 
by  faith,  and  this  faith  is  often  weak,  therefore  the 
Chriftian’s  truft  often  fails.  But  though  moved  he 
is,  he  fhall  never  be  removed  ;  though  he  fall,  he 
fhall  never  fail ;  this  is  the  foundation  of  every 
Chriftian’s  hope.  O  that  it  were  more  the  rejoicing 
of  his  hope.  May  God  the  Spirit  enable  us  fo  to  do^ 
So  much  for  this  fubjedt. 
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SERMON  XXV. 

God’s  Charge  and  Call  to  a  backfliding 

People. 


Malachi  iii.  7; 

Even  from  ' the  days  of  ■  your  fathers  ye  have 
gone  away  from  mine  ordinances ,  and  have 
not  kept  them :  Return  unto  me ,  and  I  will 
return  unto  you ,  faith  the  Lord  of  Hojls  : 
But  ye  faidy  Wherein  Jhall  we  return  ? 

THERE  are  three  things  contained  in  thefe 
words,  which  well  fuit  our  times,  and  the 
Occafion  of  our  meeting  together  this  day  f . 

Firft,  A  charge  or  an  accufation  brought  by 
God  againft  his  profefiing  people  :  Even  from  the 
days  of  your  father Sy  &c.  All  fin  is  a  going  away 
from  God’s  ordinances,  or  a  breach  of  his  law. 
Whatfoever  things  God  has  defcrlbed  or  conftitut- 
ed,  let  them  regard  his  own  worfhip,  or  our  walk, 
man  is  to  obferve,  keep  and  adhere  to.  The  word 
is  genera^  and  relates  to  every  thing  which  is  ap¬ 
pointed  and  commanded  of  God.  Gone  atony  from 
them ,  fuppofes  guilt  contracted  by  the  com  million  of 
known  fins  :  Not  kept  them ,  implies  the  omifiion  or 
negleft  of  known  duties.  To  omit  known  duties, 
Ik  ^ •  •  God 

f  This  Sermon  was  preached  on  a  fa  ft- day,  October  31,  1745. 


304  God's  charge  and  call  to  Ser.  XXV * 

God  conftrues  as  a  commiflion  of  known  fins*,  or 
elfe  the  people’s  fin  is  aggravated,  becaufe  they 
not  only  did  not  keep  God’s  ordinances,  but  made 
nothing  of  them,  trampled  them  under  their  feet, 
accounting  it  a  vain  thing  to  ferve  him;  and  this 
their  fin  of  long  continuance,  even  from  the  days  of 
your  fathers .  The  longer  a  nation,  or  a  profeffing 
people,  lies  in  fin,  the  more  provoking  fin  is,  and 
the  nearer  fuch  a  nation  and  people  is  to  ruin  ‘ 
God’s  patience  will  not  laft  always.  But  for  himfelf \ 
for  his  own  name's  fake ,  they  had  been  confumed  be¬ 
fore  now.  Nothing  but  pure  mercy  and  fovereign 
grace  could  have  kept  them  from  ruin  ;  even  from 
the  days ,  &c.  Neither  example,  cuftom,  prefcription, 
or  antiquity,  are  pleas  available  for  the  excufe  of 
any  fin.  This  is  God’s  charge  againft  Ifrael 
Secondly,  There  is  a  folemn  exhortation  made  to 
them,  back’d  with  an  alluring  motive  :  Return  unto 
me ,  and  I  will  return  unto  you.  God  promifes  mer¬ 
cy,  when  he  might  execute  judgment :  Return  unto 
me.  Sin  turns  a  man  backwards,  it  fets  him  in  a 
way  where  God  never  walks  :  Repentance  is  that 
which  fcts  the  creature  right  again,  with  his  face 
towards  God,  fo  that  all  his  defires  and  expecta¬ 
tions  are  from  him.  And  turning  to  God’s  ordi¬ 
nances  is  turning  to  him,  becaufe  his  name  is  in 
them  ;  nor  will  he  be  found  by  any  foul  in  a  way 
of  favour  and  mercy,  who  neglefts  to  feek  him  in 
a  way  of  duty.  The  motive  with  which  our  return 
to  God  is  back’d,  is  God’s  return  unto  us,  Return 
unto  me.  Without  fome  hope  of  mercy  finners  would 
flee  from  God,  not  return  unto  him.  1  will  return 
unto  you  :  not  that  God  is  far  from  any  of  us  as  to 
his  immenficy  ;  he  is  in  all  places  and  fills  all  things: 
But  then  in  fcripture  fenfe,  God  is  laid  to  return 
when  he  fhews  his  face  and  favour  which  fin  has 
hid  ;  when  he  pardons,  accepts  and  blefies  his 
people,  and  gives  them  fpecial  tokens  ofhisrecon- 

4  ciliation 
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ciliation  and  love.  It  is  as  fweet  to  have  God  our 
friend,  as  it  is  dreadful  to  have  him  for  an  enemy. 
He  can  arm  the  whole  creation  to  lave,  or  to  de- 

ftroy  us. 

Thirdly,  In  the  words  there  is  the  people’s  reply  : 
But  ye  /aid)  &c.  This  anfwer  was  either  in  words; 
then  the  import  of  them  is,  Ihew  us  wherein  we 
have  offended;  we  are  notconfcious  of  guilt,  there¬ 
fore  we  are  not  afraid  of  judgments.  The  deeper 
men  are  funk  in  fin,  the  harder  ufualJy  are  they 
brought  to  convidlion  none  are  nearer  to  a  repro¬ 
bate  fenfe,  than  f  uch  as  make  a  jeft  of  the  threatnings 
of  the  word,  and  who  think  lightly  of  awful,  im¬ 
pending  judgments.— Or  elfe  this  was  the  language 
of  their  hearts  and  lives.  Sin  was  loved  in  the  heart, 
and  held  faff  in  the  conveifarion,  notwithftanding 
the  repeated  warnings  which  Gcd  fent  them  by  his 
word  and  by  his  providence.  God  knows  what  are 
the  returns  of  our  hearts  to  the  calls  of  his  word  ; 
faffing  and  outward  humiliation,  without  repent¬ 
ance  and  reformation,  is  but  to  fay,  as  in  cur  text. 
Wherein  Jhall  we  return  ? 

Thus  much  may  fuffice  for  the  opening  of  the 
words ;  would  to  God  they  were  a  lefs  juft  deferip- 
tion  of  all  our  hearts  and  all  our  frames  !  God  has 
been  calling  us  by  his  word,  by  his  providence,  by 
his  mercies,  by  his  judgments,  for  thefe  fix  or  fe- 
ven  years  paft,  to  return  unto  him  :  At  firft,  England 
was  but  a  looker-on,  inthatcpnfuGon  and  defolation 
which  has  been  in  other  countries  *,  now  *  (lie  is 
become  herfelf  the  feat  of  war  and  bloodfhed  :  We 
are  now  threatned  with  the  lofs  of  our  liberties, 
properties,  laws,  and  the  glorious  gofpel  of  the  grace 
of  God  ;  and  there  is  but  one  way  left  to  retrieve 
them  ;  it  has  been  pointed  to  often,  but  as  foon  as 

U  heard 


*  1  rc  rebels  at  this  time  had  defeated  bis  Majefty's  forces  at 
Prejlon-  Pans ,  were  in  podeflion  oi  Edinburgh ,  and  daily  expected 
to  come  forward* 


heard  of,  neglected  and  forgotten  :  Sin  is  (till  kept 
in  our  bowels  •,  every  one  of  us  have  dealt  too  gently 
by  this  Sheba  :  It  is  this  which  ruins  dates,  dedroys 
kingdoms,  and  brings  all  that  ravage  and  confufion 
we  fee  in  the  earth.  Here  we  are  this  day  to  begin 
our  confeffions  againd  it,  to  unite  with  all  our 
forces  ;  and  the  more  curfory  and  fuperficial  has 
been  our  repentance  heretofore,  to  fee  that  it  be 
the  more  fincere  now. 

Wrath  we  have  deferved  ;  but  my  text,  if  duly 
regarded,  fpeaks  peace*,  which,  that  I  may  open 
in  fome  way  fuited  to  the  prefent  folemnity,  as  God 
ihall  help,  I  would  endeavour  the  five  following 
things. 

I.  Shewr  wherein  we  have  gone  away  from  God 
as  a  profefling  people  and  land. 

II.  How  mud  our  return  to  him  be. 

III.  The  bleflings  which  will  be  in  his  return 
to  us. 

IV.  Why  he  will  not  return  to  us,  but  in  the 
way  of  our  return  to  him. 

V.  In  whom  this  vile  frame  mentioned  in  my 
text,  is  found  ;  and  fo  apply. 

I.  To  inquire  wherein  we  have  gone  away  from 

God.  v  .  1 

i.  We  have  gone  away  from  his  truth.  There 

has  been  a  mod  dreadful  itch  after  novelty,  in  the 
ears  of  many,  concerning  whom  we  hoped  that 
their  hearts  were  edablifhed  with  grace  :  And  as  to 
the  generality  of  profefibrs  in  the  land,  they  fcarce 
know  what  are  the  foundation-dodlrines  of  the 
gofpel,  or  what  were  the  pillars  ot  the  reformation, 
The  dobtrine  of  God’s  eternal  election,  the  efficacy 
of  errace  in  the  regeneration  and  converfion  oi 
finners,  judification  by  the  imputed  righteoufnefi 

of  Chrid,  the  perfeverance  of  the  faints  in  grace 

o  and 
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and  holinefs,  our  forefathers  would  not  buffer  a  doubt 
about  them  ;  they  were  great  without  controverfy  ; 
Whereas,  now  the  Godhead  of  Chrift  is  denied  ; 
the  perfonality  of  the  Spirit  is  derided  ;  and  the 
authority  of  the  Scriptures,  in  many  books,  quef- 
tioned  even  by  fome  who  call  themfelves  proteiiant 
Diffenters.  Thofe  bleffed  truths,  whereon  the  faith, 
the  comfort,  and  hope  of  the  faints  reft,  they  are 
either  too  heavy,  too  common,  too  high  and  jmyf- 
terious,  fomething  or  other  is  difpleafmg  in  them  ; 
men  choofe  to  have  water  mixed  with  their  wine  i 
unadulterated  truth,  in  many  places,  is  unaccept¬ 
able  ;  it  is  grown  fafhionable  to  be  wavering  and 
unfettled  as  to  dodrinals  :  But  what  fays  our  blef¬ 
fed  Lord  ?  He  that  is  not  with ^  me ,  is  againfi  me. 
Paul  commands  us  to  hold  faft  the  faithful  word 
againft  thofe  that  would  pull  it  away  from  us  5  and 
we  are  to  contend  earneftly  for  the  faith  once  delivered 
to  the  faints ,  Jude  ver .  3.  In  labouring  to  preferve 
the  gofpel,  you  contend  not  for  your  own  rights 
only,  but  God’s,  for  what  Chrift  fhed  his  blood  5 
for  that  which  will  bear  its  own  charges  •,  for 
a  treafure  that  will  abide  with  you,  when  all  other 
things  leave  you,  and  will  make  death  and  judg¬ 
ment  precious.  I  have  kept  the  faith ,  faid  bleffed 
Pauly  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of 
right eoufnefsy  2  Tim.  iv.  7.  It  was  a  good  faying  of 
Luther's ,  4t  Spiritus  fanffius  non  eft  fcepticus,  God’s 
44  holy  Spirit  doth  not  lead  to  fcepticifm  and  uncer- 
“  tainties  in  matters  of  faith.”  The  more  of  God’s 
Spirit,  the  greater  affurance  of  underftanding  to 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  myftery  of  God,  even 
the  Father,  and  of  Chrift.  We  are  gone  away  from 
God’s  truth. 

2.  Asa  profeffing  people,  we  are  gone  away  from 
his  worfhip. 

Primitive  faints  continued  ftedfafily  in  the  Apoflles 
dodtrine  and  fellowJhipy  and  in  breaking  of  breads  and  in 

U  2  prayers 3 
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prayers^  A£rs  ii.  42.  They  could  redeem  many  an 
hour  in  the  week  days,  for  godly  conference  and 
prayer  ;  we  can  fcarce  give  God  his  own  day,  with¬ 
out  bringing  fame  of  our  work  or  pleafure  into  it. 
Journeys,  relat  ons,  new  habitations,  and  bufineffes 
in  life,  all  of  them  were  begun  and  fanftified  by 
prayer:  Now  families  profeffing  godlinefs  are 
prayerlefs,  unlefs  one  evening  out  of  feven,  or  un¬ 
der  fome  fore  affliction.  Members  of  churches  are 
unacquainted  with  the  rules  of  fellowlhip,  and 
would  be  ignorant  even  of  the  ftated  times  of  af- 
fembiing  together  to  commemorate  the  Lord’s 
death,  were  they  not  given  notice  of  in  the  public 
congregation. 

There  is  a  wearinefs  of  ordinances,  and  thofe  that 
are  pureft  are  moft  burdenfom  :  And  look  into  the 
land,  how  full  are  the  fields,  how  empty  the  fanc- 
tuary  ?  Falls  and  days  of  humiliation  are  become 
a  ridicule  *,  and  it  is  thought  a  damp  upon  mens 
fpirits,  and  a  betraying  our  fears  as  a  nation,  when 
times  are  appointed  lor  general  confeffion  cf  fin  and 
for  prayer. 

3.  We  are  gone  away  from  our  truft  and  confi¬ 
dence  in,  God.  God  alone  is  not  exalted  in  the  foul. 
It  is  a  complaint  every  one  may  brmg  againft  him- 
felf,  Jer .  ii,  13.  They  have  for faken  me,  the  fountain 
of  living  waters ,  and  hewed  them  out  cifierns ,  broken 
cifternsy  that  can  hold  no  water .  The  counlels  of 
men,  the  power  and  luccefs  of  armies,  the  affiftance 

of  confederates ;  here  have  our  hearts  been,  and  God 

»  — 

Las  been  too  little  in  all  our  thoughts.  At  other 
times  we  have  trufted  in  friends  \  delighted  in 
frames ;  made  Lviours  of  our  pafl;  experiences, 
evidences,  graces  :  Any  thing  naturally  we  had 
rather  live  by,  than  by  pure  faith.  Sin  is  nothing 
elfe  but  a  turning  from  one  creature  to  another, 
to  feek  contentment  and  fufflciency  (bore  of  God  : 
Search  thy  life,  foul!  Fife  thy  frames,  and  it  will 
,  appear 
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appear  that  thou  haft  been  doing  little  elfe.  The 
life  of  mod,  could  it  be  obtained,  would  rather  be 
of  fenfe  than  of  faith.  Reeds  of  Egypt  are  rather 
chofen  than  the  rock  of  ages. 


4.  Weare  gone  away  from  God  in  convention. 
Faith  is  nothing  without  fruit,  nor  gofpel  truth 
without  gofpel  holinefs  :  What  our  bieffed  Lord 
died  for,  was  to  redeem  from  fin ,  not  to  give  a 
licence  to  live  in  it.  There’s  no  walking  with  God, 
but  by  walking  in  Chrift;.  and  he  that  abidelh  in 
Cbrijl,  the  famebringeth  forth  much  fruit ,  John  xv.  5. 
Are  thy  thoughts  fpiritual,  thy  fpeech  lavoury,  thy 
mind  and  difpofition  heavenly,  and  thy  outward 
behaviour  without  offence  ?  Such  are  the  fruits  of 
the  Spirit,  and  without  them  there  is  no  walking 
with  God.  To  walk  in  the  ways  of  deceit,  pride, 
oppreffion,  uncleannefs,  this  is  to  live  without  God, 
to  walk  like  men,  who  know  nothing  of  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jefus.  It  is  in  ‘‘the  nature  of  truth  to 
fanctify  and  cleanfe  the  foul,  John  xvii.  1 7.  O  !  it 
argues  great  declenfion  in  the  churches,  when  the 
cuftoms,  converfations,and  ways  of  the  world  allure 
and  pleafe  them  ;  when  they  can  call  upon  God’s 
name  at  onetime,  and  take  it  in  vain  at  another; 
can  go  with  the  faints  on  the  fabbath,  and  with 
finners  to  places  of  finful  diverfions  in  the  week  ; 
can  take  Chrift  for  their  Saviour,  and  make  Mam¬ 
mon  their  God  ;  profefs  to  walk  in  love  when  they 
fit  at  the  Lord’s  table,  and  have  little  elfe  but  wrath 


and  clamour  at  their  own. 

II.  How  rauft  our  return  to  him  be  ? 

1.  With  deep  humiliation, — Senfe  of  fin  will  be- 

JU 

get  forrow  and  fhame  for  it :  Ephraim  (hall  fay ,  What 
have  I  to  do  any  more  with  idols  ?  Hofea  xiv.  8. 
When  God  touches  the  heart,  fin  will  become  the 
greateft  burden  we  ever  felt.  It  is  eafy  conferring 
fin  by  rote  ,  but  to  confefs  fin  fo  as  to  fed  the  guile 
'  U  3  of 
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of  it,  to- fee  its  fil thinefs  and  defilement,  to  have 
*  an  apprehenfion  of  the  holinefs  of  God  againft 
which  it  is  committed,  and  the  dreadful  wrath 
which  it  hath  deferved,  this  is  hard  work.  We  are 
come  this  day  to  take  part  with  the  juttice  of  God 
againft  ourfelves  ;  thougn  Juftice  be  fatisfied  by 
Cnrilf,  God  will  have  it  owned  and  acknowledged 
by  us.  Benhadad* s  fervants  crept  upon  their  knees, 
and  fell  proftrate  at  ' AhaV s  feet,  when  they  came 
but  to  afk  the  life  of  their  bodies :  We  come  to  afk 
the  life  of  our  fouls,  the  life  of  three  kingdoms ; 
the  life  and  power  of  the  gofpel  and  every  thing 
that  is  dear  and  precious  to  us  as  men  and  chriftians  : 
O  !  ho  w  low  lhould  we  lie,  what  an  abhorrence 
of  ourfelves,  what  an  indignation  againft  fin,  what 
affefting  thoughts  of  the  patience  and  1  on g-fu fieri ng 
of  God  lhould  there  be  here!  It  is  juft  in  God  to 
de-lrOy  us,  to  give  us  up,  to  remove  his  candle- 
ftick  out  of  his  place  ;  to  make  that  nation  our 
fcoiKge,  whom  we  have  been  following  in  its  fa- 
fhions  and  lulls*,  to  bring  the  cruelty  of  popifh 
dilcipline  upon  us,  when  fo  many  have  paved  the 
^  way  fo  near  to  it  in  doctrine.  Our  return  to  God 
-mu ft  be  with  deep  humiliation* 

2.  With  real  reformation.  God’s  anger  is  increafed 
by  mock-turns .  We  all  declaim  againft  the  evil  of 
the  times,  and  too  much  continue  the  praftices.  It  is 
one  thing  to  confefs  fin  with  our  mouths,  and  another 
thing  to  caft  it  out  of  our  hearts  Our  prayer  lhould 
not  be  the  voice  of  nature  for  eafe,  but  of  the  Spir.t 
for  grace.  Firft,  pray  that  God  would  heal  our 
land,  and  then,  that  he  would  fave  it. 

Difeafes  are  beft  cured  at  the  root.  Should  the 
judgment  we  fear  be  removed,  while  fin  remains, 
it  would  not  be  removed  in  mercy.  Senfe  of  dan¬ 
ger  begets  fpeed  and  hafte  ;  fin  and  you  cannot 
part  foon enough.  Think,  God's  hand  is  lifted  up; 

the 
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the  fword  is  drawn  to  avenge  the  quarrel  of  his 
covenant :  Shall  I  linger  when  judgments  make 
hafte  ?  tfhat  which  l  know  not.  Lord  teach  me  ;  and 
wherein  l  have  done  evil  may  I  do  it  no  more.  Look 
unto  Jefus  all  ftrength  and  grace  is  in  him ;  the 
author  of  your  faith  will  be  thefinifher  of  it.  Chrift. 
never  yet  did  his  work  by  halves.  Our  return  to 

God,  &c.  .a 

3.  It  Ihould  be  with  an  eye  to  the  blood  or  Chrut: 

Without  faith  it  is  impoffible  to  pleafe  God.  No  mercy 
is  to  be  expected  for  ourfelves,  or  for  our  land,  but 
through  the  fatisfaftion  and  interceflion  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift.  The  Hefted  Jefus  in  his  perfon  and  . 
righteoufnefs,  is  the  only  meeting-place  for  loft  and 
deftroyed  finners.  We  read,  Atts  xii.  20.  that  when 
Herod  was  difpleafed  with  the  men  of  Lyre  and  Sidon , 
they  came  with  one  accord  unto  him ,  and  having  made 
Blaftus  the  king's  chamberlain  their  friend,  defined  peace , 
becaufe  their  country  was  nourijlcd  by  the  king's  coun¬ 
try.  This  is  our  cafe  •,  God  is  highly  difpleafed 
with  a  finful  land,  a  degenerate  church,  and  a  back- 
fliding  people:  What  fhall  we  do?  Our  country  is 
nourilhed  by  the  king’s  country  ;  we  cannot  fubfift 
without  God,  a  God  of  Covenant  and  of  Grace,  as 
a  church,  or  as  particular  believers :  Therefore  we 
come  now  to  beg  peace.  Have  we  no  friend 
in  heaven,  great  with  God  ?  That  has  a  name  and 
intereft  of  his  own  to  ufe  with  the  Father?  Yea  ; 
we  have.  Chrift  and  his  blood  are  ever  before  the 
throne he  ftands  as  a  Lamb  that  had  been  flain, 
both  to  receive  our  prayers,  and  avenge  our  enemies. 
—Jacob  wreftled  with  the  angel  and  prevailed,  held 
God  by  his  own  ftrength.  Chrift  alone  can  fecure 
our  fouls  and  our  land.  1  his  return,  &c. 

This  leads  me  to  fhew,  in  the  third  place, 

III.  The  bleffing  which  is  in  God’s  return  to  us. 
When  God  comes  to  a  land  or  people,  good  comes 

with  him  ;  more  particularly, 

U  4  1.  He 
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i^He  comes  with  grace  to  pardon.  Who  is  a 
God  line  unto  thee ,  that  par doneth  iniquity  ?  God  can 
as  eafily  forgive  the  fins  of  a  land  as  of  a  fingle 
foul  ;  the  vail  ocean  overfloweth  both  the  loweft 
fanus  and  the  higheft  rocks :  Pardoning  grace  re¬ 
moves  fmauer  prevarications  and  grofier  abomina¬ 
tions  Take  away  all  iniquity ,  and  receive  us  gr aci¬ 
dify,  Hof.  xiv.  2.^  The  blood  of  Chrift  wafiies 
out  the  fou left  ftains,  and  fpeaks  good  things  to 
the  ch  ef  of  finners.  There  were  fome  fins  under 
the  law,  that  were  capital  ;  there  was  no  being  juf- 
tified  frotp  them  by  ceremonial  rites;  but  through 
tne  faiti')  of  Chrift,  all  manner  of  fin  and  blafphemy 
Jhall  be  forgiven  unto  men .  Where  God  covers  one 
fin,  he  covers  all  ;  fcatters  them  as  the  rifing  fun 
does  a  milt  or  a  cloud,  fo  that  in  a  way  of  ven¬ 
geance  and  wratn  there  fhali  be  no  appearance  of 
them  more.  Where  God  comes  to  a  people  or 
land,  he  comes  with  grace  to  pardon:  Thou  haft 
played  the  harlot  with  many  lovers ,  yet  return  unto 
me,  faith  the  Lord,  Jer.  iii.  1, 

2.  Where  God  returns  to  a  people  or  land,  he 
comes  with  grace  to  fandify  and  renew.  I  will  be 
as  toe  dew  unto  Ifrael ,  Hof.  xiv.  No  barren  or¬ 
dinances,  nor  barren  hearts,  where  God  is.  God’s 
Spirit  is  a  Spirit  of  grace  and fupplicaiions,  Zech.  xii. 

3  o.  He  direds  to  pray,  and  fupplies  thole  requefts, 
and  fatisfies  thole  delires  which  himfelf  didates  ; 
and  God  has  promifed  to  pour  him  forth  upon  the 
ho ufe  of  Judah,  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Jem- 
faiem.  I  he  great  men  and  the  common  people 
fnail  both  fhare  in  his  gracious  operations  and  in¬ 
fluences  ;  magiftrates,  minifters,  parents,  children, 
fervants  ;  there  lliall  be  a  revival  amongft  all  ranks 
and  degrees  of  men.  We  think  it  a  preat  bleffino- 
to  have  a  revival  in  our  own  hearts,  a  revival  in 
Chrift’s  churchesj  but  when  God  indeed  returns  to 

a  people. 
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a  people,  he  will  heal  their  land:  Then  will  1  re¬ 
turn  to  the  people  a  pure  language ,  that  they  may  call 
upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  with  one  confent,  Zeph.  111.9. 
God  comes  with  grace  to  fan&ify  and  renew. 

q.  When  God  returns  to  a  people  or  land,  he 
comes  with  power  and  ftrength  to  have  and  deliver. 
The  prefence  of  God  with  a  people  is  the  greateft 
terror  and  difappointment  to  their  enemies  that  rile 
againft  them.  ./  will  be  unto  her  a  wall  of  fire  round 
about ,  and  the  glory  in  the  midft  of  her ,  Zech.  ii.  5. 
He  will  both  keep  off  the  enemy  from  an  invafion 
or  attack,  and  comfort  and  chear  his  people  under 
their  fears  of  it.  Many  may  be  againft  us,  to  hate 
us  ;  but  if  God  be  with  us,  none  can  be  againft  us 
to  hurt  us.  Let  France  and  Rome  lay  with  Pharaoh 
of  old,  “  I  will  purfue,  I  will  overtake,  I  will  divide 
“  the  fpoil,  my  luft  Shall  be  fatisfied  upon  them 
Let  but  our  God  return  to  us,  they  Shall  be  broken  ; 
their  counfels  Shall  not  ftand  •,  their  decrees  Shall 
come  to  nought ;  and  in  the  thing  wherein  they  deal 
proudly,  God  will  Shew  himfelf  above  them.  If 
there  be  any  help  or  comfort  againft  danger,  in  earth 
or  heaven,  God  can  command  it :  All  his  hofts  are 
at  his  beck,  he  leads  them  forth  when  and  where  he 
pleafes ;  if  there  be  none,  he  can  create  it.  His  eyes 
run  through  the  whole  earth ,  to  fhew  himfelf  ftrong  in 
the  behalf  of  him  whofe  heart  is  perfect  towards  him, 
2  Chron.  xvi.  9.  God  comes  to  a  people,  &c. 

4.  When  God  returns  to  a  people  or  land,  he 
comes  with  love  to  delight  in  them. — Thy  land  fhall 
he  called  Hepbzibah ,  my  delight  is  in  her :  The  heaven 
that  believers  enjoy  here,  lies  in  a  gracious  fellow¬ 
ship  and  intercourfe  between  God  and  their  own 
fouls.  It  is  fweet  to  be  let  into  God’s  fecrets,  to  be 
feafted  with  his  fat  things,  to  be  taken  into  his  ban¬ 
queting  houie,  and  to  fee  love,  as  a  banner,  under 
whicli  every  thing  that  befals  us  muft  pais.  This 
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is  a  bleffing  which  attends  God’s  return  unto  us _ 

But  I  pafs  on, 

IV.  Why  God  will  not  return  unto  us,  but  in 
the  way  of  our  return  unto  him. 

It  does  not  fuppofe  any  thmg  meritorious  in  the 
obedience  of  the  creature ;  nor  vet  that  the  b!efiin«s 
oi  grace  are  fuipended  upon  the  condition  of  duty. 
God  mull  fir  ft  turn  our  hearts,  before  we  (hall  have 
ability  or  a  will  to  rurn  to  him.  But, 

1.  It  is  to  juftify  his  difpenfations  before  men. 
The  gifts  of  providence  and  grace  come  freely ; 
who  hath  firft  given  unto  him ,  and  it  Jhall  be  recom - 
penfed  to  him  again?  But  though  duty  be  not  the 
ground  of  our  claim,  it  is  the  warrant  of  our  ex¬ 
pectation  and  hope;  the  righteous  God  loveth 
righteoufnefs ;  there  are  fruits  meet  for  repentance , 
by  which  it  is  evidenced,  and  demonltrated  to  our- 
felves  and  others ;  where  thefe  are  not,  God  is  not. 
His  judgment  is  according  to  truth;  a  d  that  men 
may  fee  it  to  be  fo,  he juftifies  none  whom  he  does 
not  renew  and  fanftify ;  and  returns  to  none  in  a 
way  of  mercy,  who  are  not  made  willing  to  turn 
to  him  in  a  way  of  duty.  God  will  juftify  his  dif¬ 
penfations  before  men. 

2.  He  will  flay  prefumption  and  felf-confidence 

in  his  own  people. - David  muft  lofe  his  own 

peace,  if  he  wounds  his  own  conscience;  his  near- 
nefs  to  God  will  not  warrant  his  fellowfhip  with 
fin.  Chrift  looks  upon  Peter ,  when  he  had  for- 
fook  and  denied  him  ;  but  what  bitternefs  his  fin 
cof#  him,  we  all  know.  Sin  fliall  not  call  a  believer 
out  of  covenant  but  it  flays  his  comforts,  dries 
up  his  fpirits,  and  makes  a  dreadful  breach  in  his 
communion.  Adide  in  me,  and  l  inyou,  John  xv.  e). 
To  go  off  from  Chrift  is  to  go  off  from  the  means 
of  our  fpiritua!  growth  and  comfort.  Our  God  is 
jealous:  He  will  bear  no  rival  in  the  heart,  nor  al¬ 
lowed 
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lowed  fin  in  the  life  :  Return  unto  me ,  and  1  will  re¬ 
turn  unto  you.  This  leads  toconfider, 

V.  In  whom  is  the  fad  frame  found,  which  is 
fbecified  in  the  text-,  wherein Jh  all  we  return.  • 

This  may  ferve  by  way  of  caution,  and  by  way 

of  trial.  . 

1.  We  fpeak  as  in  our  text,  “  Wherein  fhall  we 

<c  return  ?”  when  we  reft:  in  generals,  in  confel- 
fing  fin  before  God.  Sin  is  a  (ort  of  pack-horfe 
upon  which  every  burden  is  laid  :  This  and  the 
other  furprife,  difappointment,  lofs,  as  to  national 
affairs,  it  is  alonj/of  fin.  But,  what  fin?  Have  you 
fearched  it  out,  prayed  God  to  fhew  it  you,  hum¬ 
bled  your  ft  If  for  it  before  the  throne,  and  afked  grace 
to  avoid  it?  It  is  a  good  obfervation  of  Zanchy9 s  on 
1  John  i.  9.  If  we  confefs  our  fins v  be  is  juft ;  he 
fays  not,  if  we  confefs  we  are  finners ;  but  if  we 
confeis  our  fins.  Senie  of  fin  ariles  from  cne  Spirit’s 
fetting  fin  in  order  before  the  foul ;  every  indict¬ 
ment  is  brought  in  in  particular;  and  relt  cannot 
be  obtained  till  all  fin  is  forgiven*  It  is  a  fign  of  a 
ftraitned  if  not  of  an  unferious  heart,  where  fin  is 
confeffed  only  in  the  lump.  This  is  to  fay,  Wherein 
fhall  we  return  ? 

2.  This  frame  prevails  where  there  is  a  transfer¬ 
ring  fin  upon  others.  It  is  eafy  confeffing  other 
mens  fins:  But  evangelical  repentance  begins  at 
home.  The  nation  is  grofly  wicked  and  profane  ; 
churches  are  fadly  degenerated  from  the  faith  and 
order  of  Chrift  ;  but  is  there  not  a  coming  fome- 
thing  clofer  than  this  on  folemn  days  of  humilia¬ 
tion  and  prayer  ?  Ought  we  not  firft  to  fay,  what 
have  I  done  ;  I  a  minifter,  I  a  church-member, 
a  parent,  a  matter  ?  Have  I  filled  up  my  character, 
adorned  my  profeffion,  wa’ked  humbly  with  my 
God  ?  We  may  fuffer  with  other  men  in  their  fins  ; 
but  we  fhall  be  condemned  before  God,  but  for  our 
own.  The  windows  of  Solomon's  temple  were  broad 

inwards, 
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inwards,  to  fhew  that  we  muft  begin  our  fearch 

}  ?.  rransfer  our  fin  upon  others,  is  to  fay, 

herein  jhall  we  return  ? 

3*  Men  fpeak  thus  when  they  confefs  fome  fins 
but  not  the  fin  which  God  aims  at;  we  are  all  too 
partial  with  refpect  to  ourfelves ;  it  may  be  we 
own  this  and  the  other  frailty  before  God  when 
we  are^guiky  of  dreadful  enormities  ;  complain  of 
want  or  love  to  Chrift,  barrennefs  of  frames,  pre¬ 
valency  oi  temptations  ;  when,  alas  !  we  have  been 
wallowing  in  the  puddle  of  fome  unclean  luff,  <y0- 
mg  in  the  vvay  of  finners,  courting  their  company, 
and  delighting  in  tiieir  rriendfhip;  duty  has  been 
rsegleded  ;  Joolenefs  of  thoughts  and  fpeech  indulo’- 
€cl  *,  holy  duties  have  been  engaged  in  with  carnal 
frames  or  for  felfifh  ends.  Is  not  this  the  Achan  in 
the  camp,  the  Jonah  in  the  fhip?  The  fin  which 
thou  conrcfieft  may  be  a  fin  of  which  thou  art  guilty, 
but  not  that  fin  for  which  God  vifits.  This^is  but 
to  fay.  Wherein  Jhall  we  return ? 


4.  JT o  confefs  fin  with  a  fecret  liking  of  it  in  the 
heart  is  in  a  notorious  degree  to  fay.  Wherein  Jhall 
1  return  ? — It  argues  little  to  confefs  fin,  if  thou 
do  ft  not  part  with  it.  A  returning  penitent  fees 
himfelf  again  ft  all  fin,  and  is  rnoft  humbled  for  his 
own  iniquity :  Sin,  regarded  in  the  heart,  makes 
all  thy  confeffions  an  abomination  unto  God.  Re¬ 
pentance  is  the  bufinefs  of  a  man’s  whole  life.  Who- 
foever  loves  and  holds  faft  fin,  lies  unto  God  in 
every  prayer  that  he  makes  :  Te  [aid ,  Wherein  Jhall 
we  return? — The  ufes. 


i.  Are  we  thus  gone  away  from  God,  and  fhall 
not  we  admire  divine  patience,  that  we  are  yet 
fpared,  both  our  perfons  and  our  land  ?  That  we 
have  any  room  for  prayer,  any  door  of  hope  ?  Eng¬ 
land  has  long  enjoyed  and  long  abufed  the  gofpel  * 
and  the  greater  our  mercies  when  abufed,  th:  forer 
our  condemnation.  There  is  a  power  in  God’s  pa¬ 
tience  ; 
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tience  ;  none  but  God  could  bear  fuch  enmity  and 
rebellion  againft  his  fovereignty  and  his  laws,  as  has 
been  found  in  our  land. 

2.  Adore  grace.  What!  another  call  to  return 
when  we  have  backfliden  fo  long  !  God  Teems  by 
bis  difpenfations  to  intreat  your  prayers  ;  that  he 
has  made  as  though  he  was  going  away  is,  that 
you  might  conftrain  him  to  flay.  Now  is  your 
love  to  his  caufe  and  his  gofpel  tried  :  He  will  fee 
what  a  value  you  fet  upon  his  word  and  ordinances. 

3.  We  fee  what  is  the  fpecial  duty  of  this  day  : 
It  is  to  return  to  God.  Our  all  is  wrapped  up  in 
his  prelence  and  bleffing.  If  God  departs,  wo  to 
us!  If  he  returns,  all  bleffings  come  with  him. 
Many  in  the  land  know  nothing  of  God  in  a  way 
of  covenant  and  grace:  You  do  *  and  can  you  let 
him  go?  What,  God  in  whom  your  life,  your  help, 
and  all  your  fprings  are?  Rather  no  flocks,  no 
herds,  no  houfes,  no  vineyards,  than  no  God.  G! 
wreftie  for  yourfelves,  for  your  children,  for  the 
churches,  for  the  land.  Their  beft  inheritance  goes 
if  they  lofe  Chrift  and  the  gofpel. 

4.  Beware  of  a  double  heart  this  day,  and  all  your 
life  after.  Seek  peace  and  truth  ;  but  Chrift  as  the 
foundation  of  both:  Grace  for  your  fouls,  and  fafetv 
for  your  land.  Put  away  the  ftumbling-block  of 
your  iniquity  Tom  before  your  faces.  Begin  at  your 
heart,  then  at  your  houfes  ,  and  refolve  with  JoJhuay 
As  for  me  and  my  houfe ,  we  will  ferve  the  Lord .  It  is 
dreadful  to  fin  againft  your  own  confefiions  and 
prayers.  Pray  for  the  Spirit ;  nothing  is  to  be  done 
in  a  courfe  of  duty  or  a  way  of  holinefs  without  his 
agency  and  operation.  Uphold  thou  me  with  thy  free 
Spirit ,  mu  ft  be  the  tenor  of  every  day’s  prayer  with 
them  whofe  defire  is  to  walk  with  God, 
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Heed  neceflary  in  the  beft  faints  againft 

the  word:  of  fins. 


2  Cor.  x.  12. 

Wherefore  let  him  that  thinketh  he  ftandeth ,  take 

heed  left  he  fall . 

t 

n^HE  Apoftle’s  defign  in  this  context,  is  to  fet 
JL  forth  the  danger  and  provocation  of  their  ftate, 
who  live  in  known  adts  of  fin,  and  yet  partake  of  fo- 
lemn  divine  ordinances.  To  this  end  he  refers  the 
Corinthians  to  thejudgments  of  God  againft  fuch  un¬ 
der  the  old-teftament  difpenfation,  and  brings  the  fe- 
veral  inftances  there  fpecified  clofe  to  their  own  con¬ 
sciences,  as  he  goes  along.  They  were  idolaters,  they 
committed  fornication,  they  tempted  Chrift  and 
murmured  againft  him  :  though  all  the  while  they 
eat  of  the  fame  fpiritual  meat,  and  drank  of  the  fame 
fpiritual  drink  we  do,  For  they  drank  of  that  fpiri¬ 
tual  rock  that  followed  them ,  and  that  rock  was  Chrift , 
ver.  4.  The  facraments  under  th tjewifh  difpenfa- 
tion  were  the  fame  for  fubftance  with  thofe  under  the 
gofpel ;  and  like  fins,  under  like  ordinances  and 
means  of  grace,  call  for  like  punilhments.  Fhefe 
things  were  our  ex  ample ;,  to  the  intent  we  fhould  not  luft 
after  evil  things  as  they  alfo  lufted ,  ver.  6.  tc  God,  fays 
one,  hath  let  them  forth  in  his  word  as  buoys  or 

“  fea- 
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“  fea-marks  to  warn  us,  that  we  do  not  dajh  upon 
cc  the  fame  rock,  Chrift  manifefted  unto  us  under 
44  like,  but  far  more  glorious  ordinances.”  Weferve 
the  fame  jealous  God,  who  will  be  fanblifed  by  all 
them  that  draw  nigh  unto  him .  Outward  vilible  pro- 
feffion  will  not  do,  if  there  be  not  inward  fpiritual 
grace;  and  this  it  behoves  every  one  to  look  to,  who 
is  partaker  of  io  high  and  holy  a  calling.  Special 
peculiar  privileges  call  for  more  than  common  and 
ordinary  frames.  The  blood  of  Chrift,  which  we 
drink  figuratively  at  the  Lord’s  table,  puts  a  deeper 
dye  into  our  fins,  than  is  in  the  fins  of  any  others;  it 
this  be  not  a  remembrancer  to  us  to  prevent  our  fin, 
it  will  be  a  remembrancer  againjl  us  to  aggravate  our 
condemnation  ;  the  cup  of  bleffing,  when  abufed,  is 
turned  into  the  greateft  curfe.  And  are  not  thefe 
things  written  for  gut  admonition ,  upon  whom  the 
ends  of  the  world  are  come  ?  ver.  1 1 .  to  bring  us  to 
our  right  mind)  as  the  word  fignifies?  Have  we  no 
need  of  the  caution,  who  live  in  the  worft  as  well  as 
the  iaft  times?  Have  we  no  ground,  no  call  to  fear, 
left  a  promife  being  left  us  of  entering  into  reft,  any 
of  us  ftiould  feem  to  come  fhort  of  it?  It  is  eafy  living 
by  a  form,  but  there  is  no  dying  by  a  form  :  O !  fee 
death  and  eternity  ever  before  you.  Brethren,  be 
warned,  be  inftrufted  by  other  mens  falls,  to  fearch 
and  ranfack  your  own  hearts.  My  text  isclofe  and 
particular,  it  comes  home  to  every  man’s  cafe  ;  the 
Lord  fet  it  home  with  power  upon  every  one  of  our 
confciences.  Let himthat  thinketh  hejlandeth,  takeheed 
leJlhefalL  The  better  your  opinion  of  your  Selves  is, 
the  defer  ought  your  fearch  to  be:  Itisnotfaid,  Let 
him  that  finds  himfelf  under  fenfible  decays  take 
heed;  nor  he  that  has  lately  made  a  (lip  be  more 
cautious  for  the  future  ;  but  let  him  that  thinketh  he 
Jlandeth ,  he  that  apprehends  the  ground  he  (lands 
on  is  firm,  and  there  is  no  prefent  danger,  let  him 
take  heed  left  he  falieth,  And  the  exhortation  comes 

in 
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in  with  an  awful  folemnity,  it  carries  a  great  weight 
and  force  of  argument  in  it,  wherefore  let  him  that 
'thinks  heftands ,  &c.  as  if  he  had  laid,  “  This  is  my 
aim  and  defign  in  all  I  have  been  faying  j  talce  it 
for  yourfelves,  lay  it  clofe  to  your  own  hearts, 
“  confider  your  own  circumftances,  your  condition, 

“  y°ur  privileges,  and  your  danger  ;  fee  the  awful 
“  concern  you  have  all  in  it.”  Wherefore ,  let  him  that 
thinketh  he  ft  andeth,  take  heed  left  he  fall.  Calvin ,  Be- 
tseiy  and  others,  think  there  is  a  metaphor  in  the  ex* 
predion,  denoting  that  combat  and  conflidt  which 
every  Chriftian  has  with  his  adverfary  Satan  the 
common  enemy  of  our  falvation.  He  lies  in  wait  to 
gain  an  advantage  againft  poor  fouls,  defires  to  have 
them,  that  he  may  fift  them  as  wheat ,  fo  the  expref- 
fion  is,  Luke  xxu.  3*.  that  he  may  have  a  pitched 
battle  with  them,  and  fhews  by  this  means  that 
they  are  nothing  of  what  they  pretend  to  be,  that 
all  is  notion,  opinion,  hypocrify,  &c.  Now  in  order 
to  this,  a  perfon  had  need  choofe  firm  ground  to 
Hand  on,  that  he  may  not  flip ;  and  advantageous 
ground,  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
into  all  his  adverfaries  defigns;  which  way  he  means 
to  attack  him,  how  he  lhali  ward  off  the  blow,  and 
be  moll  fuccefsiul  in  refilling  him  ;  fuch  an  one  had 
need  to  look  about  him,  or  he  will  foon  be  worfted, 
and  that  before  he  is  aware  of  it.  Take  the  words 
limply  as  they  are  in  my  text,  or  with  this  figurative 
glofs,  they  amount  to  ihe  fame  thing,  and  afford  us 
this  awful,  though  profitable  obfervation. 

Gbserv.  Such  as  think  themfelves  moll  fafe,  as  to 
their  date  God-ward,  had  need  take  great  care  left 
they  fall  into  thofe  fins,  which  may  appear  to  others 
wholly  inconfiflent  with  their  profeffion.  Or  thus, 

'J.  he  bed  of  faints  ought  to  be  ever  upon  their 
guard  left  they  fall  into  the  worft  of  fins. 

In  difcourfing  on  this  fubjedt,  I  (ball  endeavour, 
as  God  helps, 
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I.  To  confider  what  it  is  this  heed  refers  to,  or 
what  is  rhe  nature  of  the  duty  to  which  my 
text  directs. 

II.  Who  are  the  perfons  it  is  diredled  to. 

III.  What  are  thofe  motives  or  arguments  con¬ 
tained  in  the  term  wherefore ,  to  inforce  the 
duty. 

IV.  The  ufes. 

I.  I  am  to  confider  what  this  heed  is  which  my 
text  recommends,  or  what  is  the  nature  of  the  duty 
which  the  words  direct  us  to.  Let  him  that  thinketh 
he  fiandeth ,  take  heed  left  he  fall .  The  word  here 
tiled  is  Ibmetimes  tranfiated  limply,  to  fee  or  be¬ 
hold  \  at  other  times,  to  look  abouty  to  confider , 
beware ,  &c.  becaufe  perfons  that  are  apprehenfive 
of  oppontion  or  danger  have  their  eyes  every  way, 
left  they  fhould  be  overtaken  by  feme  fudden  fur- 
prifal;  this  is  the  import  of  the  word  here;  it  de¬ 
notes  that  heedfulnefs  and  circumfpedtion  a  perfon 
would  fhew  who  apprehends  danger  to  be  near. 
In  time  of  peace  if  a  m&n  fhould  leave  the  place 
where  he  is  appointed  centinel,  no  great  harm  would 
enlue;  but  it  is  death  to  do  this  in  time  of  war, 
bccaufe  an  advantage,  a  pals,  for  inftance,  may  be 
eafily  loft,  but  not  fc  eafiiy  regained.  More  par- 
ticularjy,  this  circumfpedtion  and  care  relates  to 
thefe  four  things. 

1.  To  a  man’s  outward  circumftances  and  call¬ 
ing  in  life.  We  read,  Rev .  iii.  io.  of  the  hour 
of  temptation  •,  this  is  that  particular  feafon  or  oppor¬ 
tunity^  when  temptation  comes  with  advantage  •, 
when  it  moft  eanly  Seizes  the  affe&ons  and  enters 
the  heart,  fo  that  the  fou!  is  hampered  and  intangled 
with  it;  this  it  always  does,  when  a  man’s  octafions 
and  bufinefs  in  life  call  him  into  fuch  company  as 
fuits  with  his  lulls  and  corruptions ;  when  a  {park 
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of  fire  lights  upon  combuftible  matter,  it  is  feldom 
but  there  is  feme  flame.  Hezekiah' s  pride  was  not 
difeovered  till  the  ambaflfadors  of  the  king  of  Ba¬ 
bylon  came  to  inquire  of  the  miracle  done  in  the 
land,  2  Chron.  xxxii.  31.  HazaeV s  cruelty  was  a 
fecret  till  he  became  king  of  Syria  •,  he  could  not 
believe  there  was  that  barbarity  in  himfelf,  which 
the  prophet  fuggefted,  2  Kings  viii.  13.  What^  is 
thy  fere  ant  a  dog ,  that  he  Jhould  do  this  great  thing  ? 
His  particular  luff  and  a  fuitable  occafion  in  life 
had  not  as  yet  met.  So  are  there  many  whofe  con- 
verfation  in  life  is  amiable  and  free  from  blame,  fo 
long  as  they  are  free  from  temptations,  but  let  an 
occafion  prelent  itfelf,  and  prefently  they  are  paf- 
fionate,  proud,  frothy,  negledful  of  duty,  or  prone 
to  revenge,  as  well  as  others.  Temptation  bores 
the  heart,  and  lets  out  that  corruption  which  lay 
hid  within.  Often  have  1  pitied  a  worldly-minded 
man,  when  trade  has  increafed,  and  riches  flowed 
in  upon  him  from  every  quarter.  It  has  grieved 
me  to  fee  a  lovely  youth  impofed  upon  by  fawning 
parafites,  when  his  eftate  has  come  into  his^own 
hands  ;  I  have  wifhed  his  temper  was  worfe,  unlefs 
his  temptations  were  fewer.  So  to  fee  a  man  drawn 
into  company,  and  to  the  tavern  by  bufinefs,  when 
his  inclination  and  heart  were  there  before*,  this,  to 
a  confcientious  Chriftian  who  knows  fomething  of 
his  own  heart,  cannot  but  be  very  affedting :  If  a 
man  does  not  drive  againft  the  ftream  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  he  is  loon  carried  away  by  it  into  unknown 
fins.  Lead  us  not  into  temptation ,  is  a  neceffary  pe¬ 
tition  in  every  prayer ;  occafions  of  fin  are  more 
eafily  prevented  than  refilled,  David  prays,  Keep 
back  thy  fervent  from  prefmptuous  fins ,  let  them  not 
have  dominion  over  me ,  Pfal.  xix.  1 3.  Brethren, 
choofe  rather  to  be  called  unneighbourly,  ftifF, 
precife,'  and  what  not,  than  to  facrifice  religion 
an3  confidence  for  a  little  worldly  pelf,  or  a  mere 
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empty  compliment:  A  mighty  thing  to  have  it  faich 
Yonder  goes  a  good-natured,  pleafant,  facetious 
man,  that  will  take  his  bottle  and  fing  his  fong, 
though  he  is  very  ftridt  on  Lord’s  days,  and  be¬ 
longs  to  fuch  a  church.  O  Sirs !  till  profeflors  have 
a  greater  watch  over  their  adtions,  no  matter  what 
are  their  fentiments  ;  no  matter  where  they  belong, 
if  religion  be  but  a  fabbath-day’s  work,  it  may  be 
fcarce  that ;  as  when  they  halve  it  with  God  for  a 
little  country  air,  becaule  they  have  not  leilure  for 
that  on  week-days.  Our  fathers,  where  are  they  ! 
God’s  bleffing  was  never  fought  by  them,  thus  out 
of  God’s  way.  Take  heed  to  your  circumftances 
and  callings  in  life,  or  elfe  whereever  your  watch 
is  befides,  it  will  be  fruitlefs  and  ineffectual. 

2.  This  circumfpedtion  and  care  relates  to  a 
man’s  heart.  Take  heed  of  heart- fins  :  God  com¬ 
plains  of  Ifraely  that  his  heart  was  divided,  Hof.  x. 
2.  Their  heart  is  divided ;  now  J, hall  they  he  found 
faulty .  The  true  fear  of  God  has  always  its  feat  in 
the  heart :  Jer.  xxxi.  33.  I  will  put  my  law  in  their 
inward  parts,  and  write  it  in  their  hearts .  Hypo- 
crify  loves  and  feeks  a  cover,  but  truth  and  fince- 
rity  begin  here ;  if  this  be  rotten,  all  your  faith  is 
vain,  your  hope  is  vain,  ye  are  yet  in.  your  fins. 

It  is  not  what  I  am  in  the  efteem  of  men,  but 
what  does  an  holy  and  all-feeing  God  judge  me? 
That  the  Chriftian  regards;  fee  then  that  your  root 
be  in  Chrift,  or  elfe  you?  fruit  will  never  be  to  the 
praife  and  glory  of  God  by  him.  The  beginning 
of  their  confidence;  would  to  God  profefifors  would 
look  more  to  that:  Heb.  iii.  14.  For  we  are  partakers 
of  Chrijl ,  if  we  hold  the  beyinning  of  our  confidence 
ft edf aft  unto  the  end.  A  miftake  in  the  foundation 
can  never  be  cured,  unlefs  all  the  building  be 
framed  anew.  Chriftian  !  you  have  to  do  with  a 
jealous  God,  and  you  had  need  be  jealous  too, 
in  all  your  watch  and  walk  before  him  ;  fife  more 

X  2  '  vout 


324  Heed  necejfary  in  the  heft  Ser.XXVL 

your  principles,  look  into  the  fprings  of  your  ac¬ 
tions  ;  afk  God  and  your  own  hearts,  what  are 
your  intentions  and  aims  in  duty.  David ,  while 
he  communed  with  his  heart ,  made  his  prayer  to 
his  GW,  Pfal.  cxxxix.  23.  Search  me ,  0  God ,  and 
know  my  heart .  I  cannot  dive  deep  enough  into  it 
myfelf ;  I  dare  not  truft  it :  "Try  me ,  and  know  my 
thought sy  and  Jee  if  tkre  be  any  wicked  way  in  me . 
Any  way  of  grief  or  pain,  the  margin  has  it; 
that  is,  any  purpofe  and  defign  which,  when  it 
comes  to  be  revealed,  will  bring  pain.  It  is  a  great 
thing  to  have  the  bent  and  bias,  the  inclination 
and  tendency  of  the  heart  right  with  God  ;  a  be¬ 
liever  cannot  be  too  careful  about  this.  Peter  was 
a  great  faint,  and  yet  miftaken  here  :  ‘Though  all 
mien  deny  thee ,  yet  will  not  L  Bat  when  matters 
came  to  the  trial,  Peter's  heart  gave  him  the  flip; 
inftead  of  love  to  his  matter,  it  bore  him  away  to 
his  own  eafe ;  the  prefeription  he  had  given  to 
thrift,  he  takes  himfelf,  /pare  thy f elf. \  It  is  an 
awful  word  in  Hofea  vii.  16.  and  yet  it  is  a  true 
reprefentation  of  every  man’s  heart  :  They  return , 
but  not  to  the  mo  ft  High ;  they  are  like  a  deceitful  bow . 
They  made  fome  hopeful  efiays  towards  a  return 
unto  the  Lord  ;  but  when  it  came  to  the  critical 
point,  their  hearts  gave  back  and  falfly  ftarted  afide, 
juft  like  a  bow  that  flips  the  firing  when  it  fhould 
carry  the  arrow  to  its  defigned  mark.  Alas  !  how 
often  do  our  hearts  fail  us,  when  we  have  thought  we 
took  them  with  us  at  rhe  beginning  of  a  duty  ?  Pre- 
fendy  we  grow  low  and  cardefs,  and  fo  without  life, 
though  before  enlarged  ;  and  when  we  come  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  reafon  of  it,  our  hearts  had  flipped  a- 
fide*,  they  were  got  into  the  world,  fixed  on  fome  lull 
or  other,  or  it  may  be  hovering  over  nothing,  when 
we  had  been  charging  them  to  feek  God,  and  thought 
them  engaged  infodoing.  Take  heed  to  your  hearts, 
if  you  would  ftand  your  ground  againft  the  evil  one. 

3.  This 
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3.  This  circumfpedlion  and  care  relates  to  the 
way  in  which  our  enemies  are  oppofed  and  refilled 
by  us.  Take  heed  how  you  walk,  if  you  would 
(land  your  ground  ;  how  you  fight,  if  you  would 
keep  the  field.  You  have  the  great  law  of  arms 
fet  down,  Eph.  vi.  io.  Finally ,  my  brethren ,  be 
ftrong  in  the  Lord ,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might. 
ver.  13.  Wherefore  take  unto  you  the  who'e  armour 
of  God ,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  withjtand  in  the  evil 
day.  ver.  13.  Stand  therefore,  having  your  loins  girt 
about  with  truths  and  having  on  the  bre  aft-plate  of 
righteoufnefs ,  &c.  ver.  1  6.  Above  all ,  taking  the  fhield 
of  faith,  wherewith  ye  fhall  be  able  to  qu  nch  all  the 
fiery  darts  of  the  wicked.  There  is  nothing  to  be 
done  without  this ;  not  a  ftep  to  be  taken,  not  a 
blow  to  be  ftruck  without  faith.  The  Chriftian 
muft  call  in  help  from  above  •,  wifdom,  and  ftrength, 
and  perfeverance  in  the  conflict,  they  are  all  the 
gifts  of  Chrift,  the  great  captain  of  our  falvation  ; 
take  heed  there.  Some  men  go  to  their  vows,  their 
covenants,  their  reiolutions,  and  what  not :  They 
will  come  no  more  near  fuch  a  place,  they  will  no 
more  negledt  fuch  a  duty,  no,  they  will  never  be 
catched  in  fuch  a  fault  more.  This  is  driving,  but 
it  is  not  driving  lawfully,  2  Tim.  il  5.  If  a  man 
ft  rive  for  mafteries  yet  is  he  not  crowned ,  except  he 
ftrive  lawfully .  The  great  datute  law  of  heaven  is 
fet  afide  :  If  you  would  fpeed  well,  you  mud  begin 
with  God,  begin  with  faith  and  prayer.  Whom 
ref  ft,  jledfaft  in  the  faith,  1  Pet.  v.  9.  Satan  makes 
a  pi fh  at  every  thing  till  you  come  to  that  *,  this  is 
armour  that  is  proof  *5  it  wounds  your  enemy,  and 
puts  him  to  the  flight.  Why  ?  becaufe  it  engages 
Chrift  on  your  fide,  and  makes  his  ftrength  yours. 
Faith  looks  firft  to  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  then  to 
the  grace  of  Chrift  *,  the  one  mortifies  fin,  and 
deadens  the  heart  to  the  matter  of  temptation.  Who 
can  fee  his  Saviour  bleeding,  and  yet  give  him  a 
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frefli  wound  ?  The  other  ftrengthens  and  quickens 
grace,  caufing  it  to  endure:  My  grace  is  fufficient 
for  you ,  faith  Chrift,  to  tempted  labouring  Paul , 
2  Cor.  xii.  9.  It  is  in  Chrift  we  ftand,  in  Chrift 
we  walk,  in  Chrift  we  conquer:  Col.  ii.  6.  As 
ye  have  therejore  received  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord ,  fo 
walk  ye  m  him ;  rooted  and  built  up  in  him ,  ejla- 

blijhed  in  the  faith ,  as  ye  have  been  taught ,  abounding 
therein  with  thankfgiving .  O  !  take  heed  to  this, 
whatever  duty  you  engage  in,  intereft  Chrift  in  it  ; 
firft  pray,  and  then  fpeed  ;  believe  and  be  efta- 
bliftied  ;  caft  yourfelf  upon  Chrift,  commit  your 
way  to  him,  tell  him  his  enemies  are  your  enemies, 
his  promifes  your  fupport,  and  in  his  ftrength,  and 
his  only,  you  dare  to  go  forth,  expecting  to  conquer. 
Once  more, 

4.  This  circumfpedtion  and  care  relates  to  a  be* 
lieveris  life  and  convention  after  fuch  a  conqueft; 
take  heed  to  your  walk  after  any  advantages  you 
have  gained  againft  your  enemy.  It  is  Peter' s  ad¬ 
vice,  and  his  experience  coft  him  dear,  1  Pet.  v.  8. 
Be  fiber ,  be  vigilant.  Satan  never  is  off  his  work; 
fee  that  you  be  never  off  your  watch  ;  ever  fufpeft 
danger,  even  though  you  have  but  juft  obtained  a 
conqueft.  Pride  and  fdf-applaufe  are  apt  to  fhove 
themfelves  in,  though  our  own  arm  have  not  gotten 
us  the  victory.  David  had  like  to  have  taken  a  furfeit 
by  his  profperity,  and  where  had  he  been  then  ? 
And  in  my  profperity  I  faid ,  I  ft  jail  never  be  moved , 
Pfah  xxx.  6.  How  other  Chriftians  may  find  it, 
they  know  beft,  but  I  have  feldom  had  any  fignal 
manifeftation  from  God,  but  fome  let  temptation  has 
followed  afterward.  Paul's  thorn  in  the  fiefh  was 
given  to  keep  him  humble  :  Take  heed  of  a  vain, 
wandering,  loofe  converlation  after  fweet  commur 
pion ;  pray,  that  you  may  not  fall  from  your  own 
ftedfaftnefs;  Satan  gains  vaft  ad  van  age  f.-om  the 
remiflfnefs  of  a  Chriflian’s  life,  after  blefled  views 
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and  difcoveries  of  Chrift,  and  intereft  in  him.  Re- 
member  thine  adverfary  has  always  a  fure  party 
within;  grace  weakens,  but  it  never  wholly  extir¬ 
pates  remaining  lufts  ;  our  life  therefore  is  but  one 
continued  warfare ;  when  one  fkirmifh  is  over,  pre- 
fendy  expedt  another  onfet.  Well,  thefe  are  things 
we  are  to  take  heed  to,  and  fo  mufh  may  fuffice 
for  the  firft  general.  But, 

II.  Who  are  the  perfons  the  duty  is  directed  to? 

In  general,  it  is  to  them  that  think  they  ftand, 
them  whofe  fall  is  leaft  expedited.  Bleffed  Paul 
gives  this  fpecial  direction  to  Timothy ,  bifhop  or 
paftor  over  the  church  at  Ephefus ,  i  Tim,  iv.  16. 
Take  heed  unto  thyfelf  and  unto  thy  dottrine^  continue 
in  them ,  for  in  doing  this  thou  (halt  both  fave  thyfelf 
and  them  that  hear  thee.  Minifters  may  foon  pull 
down  in  their  life  and  converfation,  what  they  are 
building  up  in  their  dodtrine.  Paul  was  afraid, of 
himfelf,  though  he  had  been  fo  long  a  minifter  and 
an  Apoftle;  great  as  his  fuccefs  had  been,  great  as 
his  grace  was,  yet  he  exercifed  this  daily  care  and 
heed  which  my  text  fpeaks  of,  lefl,  fays  he,  that  by 
any  means ,  when  I  have  preached  to  others ,  I  myfelf 
jhould  be  a  caft-away ,  i  Cor.  ix.  27.  A  preacher  of 
falvation  may  yet  rnifs  of  it ;  he  may  ftiew  others 
the  way  to  heaven,  and  yet  never  get  thither  him¬ 
felf.  An  index  or  way-poft  diredts  travellers  in  the 
right  path,  but  never  moves  a  Hep  itfelf :  O  !  my 
foul,  do  thou  take  heed.  You  muft  pray,  and  we 
muft  watch,  or  elfe  we  may  walk  towards  heaven 
in  company,  and  yet,  dreadful  thought!  part  at 
the  end  of  the  road.  Let  him  that  thinkethhe  ftand- 
eth ,  take  heed  left  he  fall .  It  is  very  obfervable 
who  are  the  perfons  that  are  fent  to  admonifh  and 
reftore  a  fallen  brother,  Gal.  vi.  1.  Brethren ,  if  a 
man  be  overtaken  in  a  fault ,  ye  which  are  fpiritual 
reft  ore  fuch  an  one  in  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs\  con - 
fidering  thyfelf  left  thou  alfo  be  tempted .  Obferve, 

X  4  the 


328  Heed  nccejjary  in  the  beft  Ser.XXVI. 

the  Apoftle  does  not  lay,  ye  who  are  moft  gifted, 
moft  uifcerning,  but  ye  who  are  (ot  '7tvev/u<ztiw') 
molt  m  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  whole  temper  and  frame, 
whole  walk  and  converfation  are  moft  fpiritua'ized  *, 
who  are  lifted  above  others  in  point  of  communion 
with  Go  i,  do  yereftore  inch  a  »  one;  (fet  him  in  joint 
again,  it  is  a  metaphor  taken  from  a  difl  >cated 
bone;;  labour  to  convince  him  of  his  fin,  and  turn 
him  from  the  error  of  his  way  to  God  ;  and  how 
muft  this  be  done  ?  In  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs ,  with 
all  that  tcndernefs  a  id  bowels,  which  love  to  Chrift 
and  to  one  another,  as  aifo  a  fenfe  of  thy  own  danger 
and  hablenefs  to  the  fame  temptations  wall  fuggeft, 
confidering  thyjelf ,  left  thou  alfo  be  tempted.  The 
dire&ion  in  my  text  is  to  him  that  tbinketb  he 
ftandeth.  Good  old  Poly  carp ,  angel  of  the  church 
at  Smyrna,  though  he  had  endured  much  from  Sa¬ 
tan,  and  his  works  and  tribulation  were  known, 
approved,  and  commended  by  God,  yet  had  this 
word  of  caution  lent,  together  with  his  comfort : 
Be  thou  faithful  unto  death.  Rev.  ii.  10.  Some  that 
have  ftood  it  out  manfully  againft  the  ftorms  of 
perfecution,  have  been  cafily  drawn  afide  from  their 
ftedfaftnefs  in  a  calm  of  liberty.  It  is  not  without 
good  reafon  that  our  Saviour  adds  that  important 
word.  Match,  x.  22.  He  that  endurelh  to  the  end 
Jhall  he  faved.  Many  an  ancient  C hriftian  has  loft 
h  s  fir  ft  love  and  his  firft  works,  before  the  end  of 
his  faith  has  been  come  ;  a  worldly  fpirit  has  made 
a  death-bed  uncomfortable  to  many  a  true  2nd  aged 
Chnftian  :  Hence  the  Apoftle  recommends  it  to 
the  Hebrews ,  chap.  xii.  15.  Look  diligently ,  left  any 
man  fail  of  the  grace  of  God ,  left  any  root  of  bitterqefs 
fpringLg  up  trouble  you,  and  thereby  ma»y  be  defiled. 
Let  every  one  begin  the  fearch  at  his  own  heart, 
and  let  this  difcourfe  and  other  things  which  might 
be  named,  be  a  frelh  and  lading  call  to  you  to  take 
heed,  i  come  now, 

III.  To 
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III.  To  give  fome  reafons  why  fuch  as  think 
themfelves  moil  fafe,  as  to  their  {late,  fhould  take 
heed  left  they  fall ;  or  what  are  thofe  motives  and 
arguments  contained  in  the  term  wherefore.  Where¬ 
fore  let  him  that  thinketh  he  ftandeth ,  take  heed  left  he 
fall.  Fall ,  that  is,  into  grofs  and  fcandalous  fins, 
for  in  that  light  is  my  text  evidently  to  be  taken. 
We  are  not  to  fuppofe  a  man  may  fall  from  true 
grace-,  but  he  may  fali  into  grofs  fins  and  a  mere 
outward  profefifion  a  man  may  fall  from,  but  not 
from  a  real  faving  work  of  grace  upon  the  heart. 
Therefore  it  follows  immediately  upon  this  verfe  ; 
There  hath  no  temptation  taken  you  but  [uch  as  is 
common  to  man :  But  God  is  faithful ,  who  will  not 
fuffer  you  to  be  tempted  above  that  ye  are  able ,  but  will 
■with  the  temptation  alfo  make  a  way  to  efcape ,  that  ye 
may  be  able  to  bear  it ,  i  Cor.  x.  13.  Whence  is  it 
therefore,  that  the  gt  eateft  faints,  the  cloieft  walk¬ 
ers  with  God,  fhould  take  heed  and  ufe  this  greatefl 
circumfpedHon,  left  they  be  overtaken  with  any 
grofs  fin  ?  To  this  I  anfwer, 

1.  Becaufe  many  have  fo  fallen.  Our  fathers  ;  lb 
the  Apoftle  ftiles  them,  and  that  not  merely  becaufe 
they  were  anceftors,  but  members  of  God’s  church 
of  old,  and  fome  of  them  worthies  in  it ;  yet,  fays 
he,  with  many  of  them  God  was  not  well-pleafed^  ver.  5. 
Where  there  are  many  cautions  and  memorandums 
there  muft  be  great  danger ;  here  a  poft  and  there  a 
pillar,  to  give  warning ;  fure  there  muft  be  fome 
pits  in  the  way,  which  we  are  not  well  aware  of. 
It  is  reported  of  a  Grecian  commander,  that  when¬ 
ever  he  went,  though  he  was  alone,  he  was  ftill 
confidering  all  the  places  he  paflfed  by,  how  an 
enemy  might  poffefs  them,  and  lay  ambufhes  in 
them  to  his  difadvantage,  fhould  he  command  an 
army  there.  G  !  that  chriftians  were  half  fo  cau¬ 
tious  !  A  prudent  man  forefeeth  the  evil ,  and  hideth 
hmfdf \  We  read  of  Demas  the  Apoftle’s  follower 
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for  a  time  ;  what  fad  havoc  the  world  made  of 
him  afterwards  ?  Demas  hath  forfaken  me,  having 
loved  this  prefent  world,  2  Tim.1v.  10.  And  ye^ 
how  many  are  there  amongft  us  that  will  be  rich  ? 
An  eftate  they  will  have,  if  it  is  any  way  to  be 
come  at ;  even  though  they  fall  into  temptation, 
into  a  Ji ate  of  temptation  ;  for  fo  I  apprehend  the 
Apoftle  means,  1  Tim.  vi.  9,  10.  They  that  will 
be  rich  fall  into  temptation ,  and  a  fnare ,  and  into  many 
fooltfi)  and  hurtful  lufts ,  which  drown  men  in  dejlruc- 
tion  and  perdition.  For  the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of 
all  evil :  which ,  while  fome  coveted  after ,  they  have 
erred  fro^n  the  faith ,  and  pierced  themfelves  through 
with  many  forrows.  We  read  how  Peter  fell  in  the 
high-priefids  hall,  whither  he  went,  out  of  mere 
curiofity,  to  hear  Chrift’s  trial  :  And  yet  how  many 
profeffors  mix  themfelves  with  fuch  as  their  bufinefs 
never  calls  them  to  converfe  with  ?  Some  go  to  feed 
their  ears  at  coniorts  and  balls,  at  operas,  ridottos, 
&e.  Orhers  their  eyes  at  gaming-tables,  cricket- 
matches,  &c.  that  they  may  lee  who  is  the  greateft 
artift,  who  fetches  the  fineft  ftroke,  and  other  fuch- 
like  weighty  inducements ;  and  a  third  club  it,  it 
may  be,  twice  or  thrice  in  a  week  at  a  tavern,  pure¬ 
ly  to  pals  away  the  evening  in  agreeable,  chearful, 
ingenious  company  •,  where  they  hear  a  ftory  told, 
with  fome  fafhionable  oaths  to  embellifh  it  ;  or  a 
long,  it  may  be,  is  fung  with  its  vile  and  filthy 
airs.  And  is  this  to  take  heed,  to  feparate  the  fire 
from  the  tinder  ?  Is  it  not  rather  to  go  in  the  way 
of  temptation,  and  to  give  place  to  the  devil  ?  It 
is  to  turn  tempters  yourlelves,  that  the  enemy  may 
have  the  moft  lure  advantage  over  you  when  he 
comes  againft  you.  Brethren  !  do  nothing  which 
you  cannot  pray  for  a  blefiing  on  *,  be  no  where, 
where  you  cannot  with  plealure  remember,  then 
Gcdy  feejl  me  nay,  where  you  would  not  willingly  » 
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die  and  go  to  God.  Take  heed  you  fall  not  into 
grofs  fins,  becaufe  many  have  fo  fallen. 

2.  Take  heed,  becaufe  there  is  nothing  in  your 
circumftances,  gifts,  fiation  of  life,  experience,  or 
attainments,  that  will  of  itfelf  keep  you  from  fall¬ 
ing.  Corrupt  nature  is  corrupt  nature  in  one  as 
well  as  in  another.  Peter  was  a  difciple,  but  his 
difciplefhip  would  not  keep  him  from  falling  when 
he  was  in  the  way  of  temptation.  David  was  a  man 
after  God’s  own  heart ;  but  all  David’s  paft  prayers 
and  pad  communion  would  not  keep  him  from  pre- 
fent  fin,  and  that  of  the  groflefl  kind,  when  he  in¬ 
dulged  floth  and  the  eafe  of  the  flefh.  Would  any 
have  thought  of  Mofes,  that  he  fhould  fpeak  rafhly 
and  unadvifedly  with  his  lips  ;  When  the  man  Mofes 
was  meek  above  all  the  men  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  ? 
That  patient  Job  would  have  curfed  the  day  of  his 
birth?  Or,  that  Noah  would  have  been  drunken, 
who,  by  his  upright  converfation,  condemned  the 
old  world  of  this  fin  among  others  ?  But  who  can 
fay  what  the  power  of  temptation  is,  when  an  evil 
heart  and  a  fuitable  occafion  for  fin  meet  ?  All  con- 
fiderations  are  nothing  then  ;  lull  incorporates  itfelf 
with  the  affedlions ;  and  a  man’s  reputation,  his  ho¬ 
nour,  nay  his  peace  of  confcience,  and  his  lofs  of 
God’s  prefence  and  Spirit,  they  are  all  forgotten  and 
fet  afide  for  the  prefent :  Temptation  meeting  with 
approbation  and  acceptance  in  the  heart,  like  a  vio¬ 
lent  land-flood  ruffling  down  a  fteep  place,  carries 
all  before  it.  When  fin  is  committed,  a  man  won¬ 
ders  he  fhould  be  fo  overtaken,  fo  fadly  foiled  ;  he 
can  fcarcely  believe  that  it  is  he  that  has  finned. 
But  thus  the  cafe  too  often  {lands,  wherefore  take 
heed.  For, 

3.  Sin,  when  it  is  committed,  hardens,  whoever 
be  the  perfon  finning:  Heb.  iii.  13.  Exhort  one  ano¬ 
ther  daily ,  while  it  is  called  to  day ,  left  any  of  you  be 
hardened  through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fm .  Like  caufes 

produce 


332  Heed  necejjary  in  the  heft  Ser.  XXVI. 

produce  like  effefts.  When  Samfon  loft  his  hair 
(which  was  God’s  ordinance  to  him,  that  he  would 
be  ever  with  him  in  the  way  of  his  duty)  the  Lord 
departed,  and  he  knew  it  not,  Judg.  xvi.  20.  He 
awoke  out  of  his  Jleep ,  and  faid ,  I  will  go  out  as  at 
other  times  before ,  and  Jhake  my f elf.  And  he  wifi  not 
that  the  Lord  was  departed  from  him.  His  ftupidity 
is  as  amazing  as  his  fin  ;  only  fin  hardens.  Who 
would  have  though t  David's  tender  confidence  would 
have  remained  fo  long  benumbed  after  his  adultery 
with Bathjheba^  had  we  not  God’s  woid  for  it  ?  When 
he  did  but  cut  off  Saul's  flrirt,  his  heart  fmote  him, 
but  no  conviftion  now,  though  after  fo  foul  a  fin  ; 
no  confeftion  of  his  fin,  but  in  a  worldly  formal 
way  (no  doubt  he  did  that)  no  looking  to  Chrift’s 
fprinkled  blood,  no  crying  for  his  free  Spirit,  till 
Nathan  the  prophet  was  lent  to  him  by  the  Lord, 
which  was  not  till  after  the  birth  of  Bathjheba* s  child. 
The  deceitfulnefs  of  fin  is  fuch,  it  hardens  the  foul, 
every  aft  of  fin  confirms  the  habit ;  and  one  fin  al¬ 
lowed,  prepares  for  another  ;  be  a  man’s  grace  or 
experience  what  it  will,  fin,  when  it  is  indulged, 
darkens  and  dulls  it ;  there  is  more  Antinomianifm 
in  the  heart  of  the  bed  of  faints,  than  any  but  God 
knows  of;  how  common  is  it  to  think  of  Chrift’s 
blood,  God’s  covenant,  his  perfevering  power  and 
grace,  and  at  the  fame  time  this  fecret  thought 
erifes  in  the  heart,  44  this  once — you  have  an  oppor- 
4C  tunity  now — confefs ,  afterwards  —  the  Spirit  is  a 
44  Spirit  cf  grace  and  / application ,  anon  there  will  be 
cc  indignation ,  clearing your [elf  vehement  defire ,  &c.” 
And  thus  gofpel-doftrines,  through  the  corrupt 
tendency  of  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  become  abet¬ 
tors  of  fin.  Take  heed,  G  take  heed,  when  fuch  is  the 
hardening  nature  and  tendency  of  fin.  1  may  read 
my  text  again  and  again,  and  yet  not  read  it  too  often, 
nor  inforce  it  too  particularly.  Let  him  that  ihinketh 
he  Jlandetby  take  heed  lejt  he  fall .  Once  more, 

*  4.  Should 
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4.  Should  you  be  rellored  after  your  fails,  the 
fruit  of  fin  will  be  exceeding  bitter.  David  com¬ 
plained  of  broken  bones,  Pfal.  li.  8.  And  of  the  ar¬ 
rows  of  God  flicking  faft  in  his  flefh,  Pfal.  xxxviii.  2. 
Peter  carried  the  marks  of  his  fall,  as  it  were,  to 
the  crrave,  and  therefoie  always  preffes  humility  and 
godly  fear  upon  himfelf  and  others.  Will  it  not 
be  a  bitter  refiedtion  ail  your  life  long.  O  how  have 
1  difhonoured  God,  an  holy,  great  and  gracious 
God  ;  how  have  I  abufed  his  mercy,  defpifed  his 
jaw,  grieved  his  Spirit  and  his  faints  ?  I  can  never, 
by  all  my  repentance,  wipe  off  the  reproach  which 
I  have  brought  upon  his  good  ways,  in  the  eye  of 
the  world  ;  a  pure  and  holy  religion  is  become  loath- 
fome  through  my  fin;  here  am  I,  but. what  have 
thefe  fheep  done  ?  I  cannot  be  called  bad  enough  ; 
but  the  church  of  Chrift,  to  which  I  flood  related, 
why  mud  they  fuffer,  when  they  dealt  fo  impar¬ 
tially  far  Chrift,  fo  confcientioufiy,  tenderly  and 
brotherly  by  me  ?  Would  to  God,  thefe  things 
were  more  thought  of  and  more  laid  to  heart  by  us  ' 
all ;  fure  there  is  a  need  that  we  do  it.  PFhereforey 
the  word  refers  to  us  as  a  church,  and  it  fpeaks  to 
every  one  as  members  in  particular,  Wherefore  let 
him  that  thinketh  he  Jtandeth ,  take  heed  left  he  fall. 

Many  other  reafons  might  have  been  added,  but 
thefe  mull  fuffice,  for  it  is  time  I  haften  to  a  clofe. 
Therefore, 

Infer,  i.  If  the  heedful  are  in  fo  much  danger, 
what  muft  become  of  poor  heedlefs  fouls !  If  thofe 
who  have  fuch  advantages  to  help  them  to  (land, 
may  neverthelefs  fall,  O  !  how  fad  muft  be  their 
cale  who  have  none  at  all,  who  were  never  built 
upon  the  rock  of  Chrift,  never  knew  what  it  is  to 
walk  heaven-ward  ?  Sleepy  you  are  now,  you  are 
faft  afieep  ;  but  if  not  awakened  before,  you  muft 
awake  in  hell.  O  Sirs  !  let  me  tell  you,  there  is 
no  fuch  thing  as  a  feared  conference  there.  There 

their 
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their  worm  dieth  not,  nor  is  their  fire  quenched. 
Your  tempter  wifi  there  turn  your  tormentor,  and" 
all  the  opportunities  you  have  had  of  hearing  of 
your  danger  and  the  means  of  recovery,  come  in 
aganft  you,  to  aggravate  your  condemnation.  And 
to  whom  [ware  he  that  they  Jhould  not  enter  into  his  reft, 
out  to  them  that  believed  not  ?  Heb.  iii.  18.  Poor 

heedlefs  fouls,  if  mercy  and  grace  prevent  not,  will 
be  eternally  ruined  fouls. 

Infer.  2.  Is  he  that  thinketh  he  ftandeth  in 
danger  left  he  fall  ?  How  humble  Ihould  this  make 
us  in  our  own  eyes !  how  pitiful  and  tender  towards 
them  that  are  fallen  ?  God  refifteth  the  proud ,  but 
giveth  more  grace  to  the  humble :  Walk  humbly, 
walk  dependency,  or  elfe  you’ll  never  walk  fafely  : 

ou  may7  have  faith  and  all  knowledge  to  dilcern 
myth.  1  ics  ,  it  may  be,  you  may  be  able  to  teach 
yoih  teacher ;  out  remember  it  is  a  good  thing  that  the 
heart  be  efiablifhed  with  grace,  net  with  meats  '  'That  is 
the  foul’s  balaft,  which  keeps  it  poifed;  it  is  the 
loul  s  mod  which  keeps  it  alive  ;  Grace  imparted 
from  Ch rift’s  fuinefs,  not  grace  inherent  in  us,  is 
the  chriflian’s  great  prefervative  from  all  fin  and 
temptation  to  it.  When  I  fee  a  profeftbr  read  in 
philofophy,  it  may  be,  or  the  controverfies  of  the 
day,  that  can  talk  glibly  upon  any  fubjedt,  and  give 
a  reafon  (at  leaft  he  thinks  he  does)  to  any  queftion 
offered  what  (I  think  prefently)  is  the  man’s  tem¬ 
per  and  frame  ?  Does  he  know  his  heart  ?  Is  he  con- 
verfant  within  ?  How  goes  the  life  of  God  on  in  his 
foul?  Is  he  humble,  watchful,  given  to  prayer? 
Then  he  ftands  on  firm  ground,  or  elfe  all  his  head- 
knowledge  does  but  expofe  him  the  more  to  fome 
ftrong  blaft  of  temptation.  He  falls  fooner  than 
another,  becaufe  the  ground  whereon  he  ftands  is 
more  flippery  ;  and  then  the  head  being  full,  and 
the  heart  fo  empty,  he  is  lefs  poifed,  and  fo  Jefs 
fteady  than  others  of  the  common  rank  of  chriftians 
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are.  Be  ye  clothed  with  humility ,  is  Peter's  direction  ; 
whatfoever  other  grace  is  hid,  let  this  fhine.  •  And 
then  be  tender,  pitiful  and  compalTionate  to  others 
fallen.  ‘Thou  ftandeft  by  faith,  therefore  be  not  high- 
minded  but  fear.  Once  more. 

Infer.  3.  What  a  blefiing  is  the  care  and  watch 
of  a  gofpel-church,  when  fo  many  are  our  tempta¬ 
tions,  fo  great  our  dangers.  It  was  Cain's  reply  to 
God,  but  it  was  never  adopted  by  Chriftians,  Am  I 
my  brother's  keeper  ?  We  are  all  members  one  of  an¬ 
other  •,  and  as  it  is  in  the  natural  body,  fo  ought  it 
to  be  in  church-fellowfhip  and  relation  :  Are  we 
not  concerned  that  an  eye  do  not  go  out,  an  arm 
wither,  or  a  leg  be  broken  ?  So  ought  we,  that 
neither  ourfelves,  nor  any  of  our  number  walk  un¬ 
worthy  of  our  holy  profeflion,  or  feem  to  come 
ihort  of  the  reft  fet  before  them.  Sufpicious  vain 
conjectures  and  evil  furmifes,  as  the  Apoftle  calls 
them,  are  one  thing ;  godly  jealoufy  is  another  ; 
this  has  for  its  end  God’s  glory  and  the  good  of 
fouls ;  and  {hews  itfelf  in  love,  tendernefs,  prayer 
and  exhortation  ;  the  other  rife  from  pride  and  envy, 
and  open  in  whifperings,  backbitings  and  flander. 
God  forbid,  that  leaven  fliould  fpread  fo  much  as 
it  does  in  gofpel-churches ;  but  it  is  the  glory  of  a 
church  when  they  watch  over  one  another  in  the 
Lord,  provoking  one  another  to  love  and  to  good  works . 
And  were  I  dying,  1  fhould  recommend  Jude's  ad¬ 
vice  to  the  church  as  my  laft  legacy,  ver.  20.  But 
ye,  beloved ,  building  up  y ourfelves  on  your  moft  holy 
faith ,  praying  in  the  holy  Ghoft ,  keep  yourfelves  in  the 
love  of  God ,  looking  for  the  mercy  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  unto  eternal  life ,  To  him  be  glory  in  the  churches , 
world  without  end .  Amen. 
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SERMON  XXVII. 


The  faints  importunity  for  Zion’s  pro- 


Isai  a h  lxii.  6,  7. 

% 

1  have  fet  ’watchmen  upon  thy  wails ,  O  Jeru  - 
falem ,  which  fail  never  hold  their  peace,  day 
nor  night  :  Te  that  make  mention  of  the  Lord , 
keep  not  flence ;  and  give  him  no  reft,  till  he 
ejlablijh,  and  till  he  make  jerufalem  a  praife 
in  the  earth. 

\  4  *' 

IT  is  a  truth  which  holds  good  both  in  fcripture 
and  experience,  that  the  care  of  Zion  lies  at  the 
bottom  of  all  God’s  powerful  actings  among  the 
fons  of  men.  All  that  he  is  and  does,  in  the  me¬ 
thods  of  his  common  and  extraordinary  Provi¬ 
dence,  is  for  the  fake  of  his  church  and  people, 
which  is  the  principal  caufe  and  intereft  he  has  in 
the  world.  You  will  not  think  it  therefore  ill- 
timed,  if  amidft  our  prefent  apprehenfions,  dangers, 

hopes, 


hopes,  fears,  as  a  nation  f ,  you  are  directed  to  a 
prefent  immediate  duty  which  concerns  the  church  ; 
which  is  indeed  the  fubftance,  the  fecurity  and 
glory  or  any  land.  In  the  former  verfes  we  have 
God’s  promifes  to  raife  his  church  out  of  a  low 
affiirted  irate,  into  a  condition  fo  glorious,  that  fhe 
fliould  be  the  admiration  and  jdy  of  diftanr  lands  : 


The  Gent  He's  /hall  fee  thy  right  eoufnefs,  and  all  kings 


thy  glory.  Here  we  are  told  by  what  means  and 
inffruments  this  great  work  fliafl  be  brought  about. 
I  have  fet  watchmen ,  &c.  The  thing  is  fpoken  of 
as  already  done,  to  fhew  its  certainty  ;  by  thefe 
watchmen  are  meant,  either  godly  magiftrates,  or 
faithful  minifiers,  whofe  bufinefs  it  is,  as  men  in 
public  place  and  authority,  to  hand  cenrine!,  and 
to  discover  whatever  might  be  of  prejudice  to  the 
fafcty  and  quiet  of  the  church  :  Then  may  we  ex¬ 
pert  glorious  times  to  attend  the  churches,  when 
rnagiii rates  and  minifters  fee  their  fhoulders  to  the 
work  of  the  Lord ;  when  the  fword  is  not  held  in 
vain,  and  vice  does  not  triumph  in  the  perfons 
and  examples  of  them  by  whom  it  fhould  be  pu~ 
nilhed.  Thefe  watchmen  are  faid,  never  to  hold 
their  peace,  day  nor  night ,  to  fhew  thar  they  confulr, 
pray,  and  ufe  all  means  to  promote  Zion  s  profpe- 
rity,  in  good  and  bad  times.  Let  the  approach  of 
the  adverfary  be  open  in  the  day,  they  fee  it ;  or  if 
the  accefs  be  more  fecret  and  hidden,  in  the  night , 
they  leek  to  God  for  the  people  arid  they  inform 
the  people  from  God  :  1  have  fet  watchmen  upon  thy 
walls,  It  is  not  fo  well  agreed,  who  are  to  be  un~ 
derftood  by  the  next  claufe,  ye  that  make  mention  of 
the  Lord.  Some  think  there  is  a  reference  in  the 
words,  to  a  cuftom  which  prevailed  among  the 
kings  of  Judah  and  Perfta,  who  had  their  Majkirim 
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things  which  were  neceflary  to  be  done  for  the 
good  of  the  commonwealth  :  It  belongs  to  mini- 
Iters  from  their  office,  to  put  God  in  mind  of  his 
people  and  of  his  promifes  :  We9  fays  the  apoftle, 
will  give  ourfelves  continually  to  prayer ,  and  to  the 
niniflry  of  the  wordy  A6ts  vi.  4.  Others  fuppofe, 
that  God  turns  himfelf  from  them  to  the  body  of 
the  people :  Let  every  one  that  profeffes  God  and 
Chrift,  that  has  an  intereft  in  the  promifes,  a  con¬ 
cern  for  Ziony  not  keep  filence.  The  caufe  of 
Chrift  is  a  public  caufe,  wherein  every  true  be¬ 
liever  has  intereft.  In  Zion’ s  peace  we  have  peace : 
Therefore  pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerufalemy  and  give 
him  no  reft  or  quiet.  God  is  then  faid  to  be  Jilent 
when  he  gives  no  anfwer  to  his  peoples  prayers ; 
and  to  reft,  when  there  is  a  ftop  in  thofe  deliver¬ 
ances  and  falvations,  which  ufe  to  be  wrought  by 
him  at  the  importunity  of  the  people.  Plead ,  cry9 
wreftky  take  no  denial  till  you  get  what  you  are 
pleading  for,  Zion’s  eftablifhment  is  what  God  has 
promifed,  and  what  he  is  purfuing  by  all  his  dif- 
penfations  :  what  he  loves  to  hear  you  concerned 
about :  Therefore  give  him  no  reft  till  it  is  done. 
By  Jerufakm  is  meant,  not  the  city  of  Jerufalemy  but 
the  church  which  was  in  it  :  According  to  which 
the  gofpel  church  is  called,  Jerufakm  which  now  is 
and  the  whole  collection  of  believers,  when  they 
get  to  glory,  is  called  the  heavenly  Jerufalem ,  Heb. 
xii.  22.  God’s  promife  to  eftablijh  it9  fuppofes, 
that  it  is  a  building,  weak  and  tottering  in  itfelf ; 
and  its  being  made  a  praifte  in  the  earth  fuppofes, 
that  it  is  an  unregarded,  contemptible  thing  to 
moft  men;  or  the  meaning  is,  when  God  himfelf 
eftablifhes  Zion  according  to  his  own  promife,  hfs 
work  therein  will  be  fo  glorious,  that  all  the  world 
will  admire  it  and  praife  him  for  it ;  fhe  fhall  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  the  perfection  of  beauty ,  and  God  lhall  be 

renowned 
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renowned  in  her  praife  and  glory ,  as  the  author  of 
it  all. 

In  the  words  there  are  three  things  : 

Firft,  That  the  church  of  Chrift  is  liable  to  many 
fhakings ;  there  are  fome  things  which  to  prefent 
fenfe  feem  to  loofen  and  weaken  it. 

Secondly,  That  God  will  fettle  his  church,  fo  as 
that  fhe  fhall  become  a  praife  in  the  earth.  And, 
Thirdly,  1  hat  it  is  the  duty  of  every  one,  who 
makes  any  profeffion  of  Chrift,  or  who  has  any 
concern  with  him,  to  give  him  no  reft,  till  this 
great  event  is  brought  about.  In  farther  difcourfing 

upon  thefe  words,  as  God  is  pleafed  to  help,  1 
would  (hew. 


I.  What  are  thofe  lhakings  to  which  the  caufe 

and  church  of  Chrift  are  expofed  here  in  the 

earth. 

II*  Shew  when  God  may  be  faid  fo  to  eftablifh 
his  own  caufe  and  church,  as  to  make  it  fa¬ 
tuous  and  renowned  among  men. 

III.  What  tyiuft  be  done  by  every  one  that  pro-* 
fedes  Chrift  in  order  hereto.  And  fo  apply. 


I.  What  are  thofe  lhakings  to  which  the  caufe 
and  church  of  Chrift  are  expofed  in  the  earth. 
Ttiefe  arife  either  from  outward  violence,  or  in  ward 
decays.  And  they  refpeft  either  the  being,  or  the 
blefting  and  comiort  of  the  churches. 

,I.'  i  .  fhakings  to  which  the  caufe  of 

Chrift  is  expofed,  which  arife  from  outward  vio¬ 
lence.  The  kings  of ,i the  earth  fet  themfehes,  and  the 
rulers  take  counfel  together ,  againft  the  Lord ,  and 
againjt  his  anointed,  Plains  ii.  2.  As  foon  as  ever 
Chrift  was  born,  he  was  perfecuted.  Abel ,  one  of 
t  <e  firlt  profeffors  of  religion,  became  a  matryrfoc 

rn.  ^^nces  ^lis  vvorld  have  a  notion,  that 
nna  $  kingdom  and  theirs  are  incompatible : 

2  There* 
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HibereforC'i  fays  Pharaoh ,  let  us  deal  wifely  with  them , 
left  they  multiply ,  and  join  unto  our  enemies ,  tf/zd  fight 
againjl  us ,  fo  get  them  up  out  of  the  land ,  Exod. 
i>  10.  And  it  has  been  a  maxim  of  ftate-policy  ever 
fince,  excepting  in  a  very  few  inftances,  to  opprefs, 
and  vex,  and  afflift  the  people  of  God,  to  prevent 
any  danger  or  dread  of  an  infurre&ion  from  that 
quarter ;  yea  when  God  has  employed  any  of  the 
ki  ngs  of  the  nations,  as  inftruments  in  their  deliver¬ 
ance,  the  work  has  been  carried  through  fuch  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  hindrances,  oppofitions,  and  dangers,  that 
God  himfelf  has  eminently  appeared  to  have  been 
the  Saviour,  by  vvhofe  hand  foever  the  falvation 
has  been  fent.  As  foon  as  the  foundation  of  the 
fecond  temple  was  laid  by  Cyrus,  an  edid  was  pub- 
liflied  by  the  fame  hand  to  ftop  the  building  ;  this 
mult  needs  have  been  a  great  fhock  to  the  godly  at 
that  time.  Afterwards,  in  the  reign  of  Artaxerxes , 
Tobiah  and  Sanballat  confpired  againft  the  builders, 
fo  that  they  wrought  with  one  hand  in  the  work, 
and  with  the  other  hand  held  a  weapon,  Neh.  v.  17. 
Sometimes  the  lhakings,  to  which  the  church  is  ex- 
pofed,  arife  from  outward  violence. 

2.  There  are  lhakings  which  arife  from  inward 

decays. 

A  building  will  lhake  and  totter,  and  grow  ruin¬ 
ous,  without  any  outward  violence,  it  the  founda¬ 
tion  is  undermined  ;  or  if  the  pins  and  faftnings, 
whereby  it  is  held  together,  decay.  This  is  the 
cafe, 

Firft,  When  gofpel-truth  is  perverted  or  denied. 
Chrift  is  the  foundation  of  every  gofpel-church  : 
Not  a  Rone  in  the  fpiritual  building,  but  is  laid  on 
Chrift,  and  derives  all  its  life,  growth,  ftrength, 
and  fupport  from  him.  Other  foundation  can  no  man 
lay ,  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jefus  Chrift,  1  Cor.  iii. 
n .  To  fubftitute  other  things  inftead  of  Chrift  for 
acceptance,  Rich  as  moral  righteou fuels ,  difpofitions 
1  for 
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for  grace,  evangelical  repentance,  faith,  holinefs, 
i3cf\ is  to  go  off  the  foundation,  or  to  Jay  fome 
other  foundation  than  that  is  laid.  Can  a  building 
ftand  that  is  moved  off  the  foundation  ?  No  more 
can  any  church  which  does  not  hold  Chrift  the 
head  ;  or  which  does  not  indeed  grow,  and  make 
increafe  in  him,  Ephef.  ii.  20.  All  gofpel-doftrines 
center  in  Chrift ;  and  fo  far  as  one  is  perverted, 
another  negledted,  and  a  third  denied,  fo,  far  there 
is  a  weaknefs,  and  decay  in  the  foundation  :  I  he 
building  muft  grow  loofe  ;  one  (tone  cannot  fupport 
the  other,  if  there  be  no  foundation  which  fuftains 

the  weight  of  the  whole. 

Secondly,  When  gofpel-holinefsis  negledted,  fin 
eats  out  the  ftrength  which  is  in  the  pins  and  faft- 
nings,  of  the  building;  it  makes  ordinances  ufelefs, 
promifes  faplefs,  and  leaves  the  houfe  deftitute  of 
the  prefence  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  great  mafter  of 
afiemblies.  Shiloh  itfelf  became  an  hilling  when 
God  left  it :  Divine  indications  have  no  more  power 
to  eftablifh  and  keep  a  church  together,  /than  bare 
human  appointments,  when  God  withdraws  his  pre¬ 
fence  and  Spirit  from  them. 

A  church’s  ftrength  and  (lability  lies  in  thofe  two 
words,  Ammi ,  ye  are  my  people  ;  and  Jehovah  Sham - 
mah9  the  Lord  is  there .  Indulged,  allowed  fins,  in 
a  church,  are  like  a  weaknefs  and  diftemper  in  the 
bowels ;  when  the  vitals  are  touched,  every  part  of 
the  body  feels  it;  either  healing  or  death  muft  come 
foon.  See,  brethren,  whether  the  prefent  weak 
and  tottering  (late  of  the  church  does  not  arife  from 
a  difeafe  in  our  bowels,  from  fome  inward  decay. 
Eftablifhment  will  not  come  to  the  churches  till  all 
grounds  of  controverfy  between  God  and  them  be-i 

removed. 

% 

-  Thirdly,  When  love  is  not  cultivated,  and  kept 
up  among  profeflors,  the, church  is  fluking  and 

Y  3  growing 
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growing  ruinous.  As  there  is  a  communion  we  all 
hav  ■  with  Chrift  the  head ;  fo  there  is  a  communion 
we  all  have  one  with  another,  on  which  the  beauty 
and  firength  of  a  church  in  great  meafure  depends. 
Jerufalem  is  fpoken  of  as  a  city  compact  together, 
Pjalm  cxxii.  3.  And  the  body  fitly  joined  together , 
and  compacted  by  that  which  every  joint  fupplieth,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  effeSiual  working  in  the  meafure  of  every 
part ,  is  fiaid  to  make  increafie  to  the  edifying  itfelf  in 
love ,  Ephef.  iv.  15,16.  Love  is  that  which  edifies 
and  (Lengthens  •,  it  is  like  the  cement  of  the  build¬ 
ing  which  keeps  the  Hones  together ;  without  this, 
though  the  Hones  lie  upon  the  foundation,  yet  are 
they  Separated  one  from  another  which  neceflarily 
infers  wegknefs.  A  church  full  of  love,  is  a  church 
well  built  up  j  all  parts!  gifts,  attainments,  graces, 
will  not  edify  and  eftablifh  without  it :  The  ene¬ 
mies  of  Chrifi  know  this,  therefore  it  has  been  their 
fettled  maxim,  firfi  divide ,  then  deftroy.  Happy 
difpenfation  we  are  at  prefent  under,  if  in  the  iffue 
it  brings  profeffors,  members  of  Chrifl,  and  his 
churches  to  abound  in  love  one  towards  another, 
pi'  ifions  in  affedtion  loofen  and  fliake  us,  as  well 
as  divifions  in  judgment :  Thus  concerning  our  firH 
general  head,  What  are  thofe  (bakings  to  which 
the  church  is  expofed  here  upon  earth  :  Tlu-y  are 
fuch  that  ariie  from  outward  violence,  and  inward 
decays.  But, 

II.  When  may  God  be  laid  fo  to  eftablifh  his 
church  and  caufe,  as  to  make  it  a  praife  in  the 
earth.  You  may  eafily  obierve  the  words  refer  to 
a  more  glorious  day  than  our  eyes  have  feen  :  Nor 
docs  this  glory  confifl  barely  in  temporal,  but  in 
fpifitual  l  ie  flings.  Arife,  fine  ,  for  thy  light  js  come , 
and  the  Aor  of  the  Lord  is  rifen  upon  thee ,  I  fa.  lx.  1 . 
God  '  with  and  in  her,  is  the  church’s  excellency. 
Clirift  in  his  churches  makes  Zion  glorious.  To 
make  up  this  praife  and  renown  which  Zion  is  laid 
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to  be,  as  the  fruit  of  God’s  eftablifliment,  there  are 

'four  or  five  things.  As, 

1.  Abundance  of  light  and  knowledge,  lhe 
foundation  of  Satan’s  kingdom  lies  in  darknefs ;  the 
beginning  of  Chrift’s,  and  the  eftablifliment  of  it, 
is  in  light.  So  far  as  Chrift  is  known,  relifhed  and 
lived  on,  fupport  and  eftablifliment  are  conveyed 
to  the  church,  and  every  believer’s  heart;  Abide  in 
■me,  and  I  in  you.  Hence  believers  are  faid,  to  be 
rooted  and  built  up  in  Chrift ,  and  eftablifloed  in  the 
faith ,  Col.  ii.  7.  Where  there  is  a  ihaking  m  our 
faith,  there  will  be  a  wavering  and  unfteadinefs  in 
our  hope,  love,  zeal,  and  all  other  chriftian  graces. 
Therefore,  fays  the  Apoftle,  let  your  love  abound 
yet  more  and  more,  in  knowledge,  Phil,  i,  9.  And 
it  is  promifed,  when  that  glorious  day  begins  my 
text  fpeaks  of,  that  the  earth  Jhall  be  full  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  as  the  waters  cover  the  fea, 
Ifa.  ii.  9.  There  fhall  not  be  one  corner  of  the 
heart  empty,  which  this  knowledge  of  Chrift  fhall 
not  fill :  Our  indiftinft,  uncomfortable  apprehen- 
fions  of  Chrift,  and  divine  things,  fhall  in  a  great 
meafure  vanifh  ;  there  will  be  more  of  the  Spirit  of 
revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift.  God  will 
vifit  the  fpirit  of  his  people  in  a  more  immediate, 
way  than  now  he  does ;  leading  them  into  hisfecret; 
feafting  them  with  his  love ;  and  caufing  them  to 
know  divine  and  fpiritual  things  for  their  good  ; 
they  fhall  fee  intereft  in  them,  and  have  as  allured 
perfuafion  of  them,  as  they  have  of  the  moft  fen- 
fible  things.  Then  fhall  the  church  be  fo  eftablifhed 
as  to  be  a  praife  in  the  earth,  when  God  gives  her 
abundance  of  light  and  knowledge. 

2.  When  he  gives  her  high  degrees  of  holinefs. 
Nothing  makes  a  church  more  ftrong  in  itfelf,  or 
more  renowned  before  men,  than  this.  The  power 
our  forefathers  had  with  God,  made  them  more 
the  wonder  and  dread  of  the  nations,  than  all  the 

¥  4  miii- 
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military  force  and  conduit  they  had  as  men.  Let 
us  flee  from  them,  for  Godfightelh  for  them.  There  h' 
a  bleffed  day  coming  on,  when  the  Lord  (hall  have 
purges  the  jilt h  of  the  daughter  of  Zion ,  by  the  Spirit 
of  judgment,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  burning,  I  fa.  iv.  4. 
Ood  intercfts  his  people  in  holinefs,  that  they  may 
be  interefted  in  fafecy,  that  fafety  winch  is  the  fruit 
of  his  promtfe  and  covenant.  Their  inward' cor¬ 
ruptions  (had  be  lcarched  out  and  confumed,  about 
which  he  has  contended  with  them  fo  often,  and  fo 
fhai  ply  ;  and  tjoe  Lor d  will  create  upon  every  dwelling- 
place  of  mount  Ziqn%  and  upon,  her  ajfemblies,  a  cloud , 
find  a  fmoke.  Yea,  fuch  ft, all  be  the  fpjrit  of  be-' 
lieve.s  at  that  day,  that  there  Jhall  be  upon  the  bells  of 
the  horfes,  Holinefs  unto  the  Lord ;  and  the  pots  in  the 
Lord  s  houfe  Jhall  be  like  the  bowls  before  the  altar  •, 
yea  every  pot  in  Judah  and  Jerufalem  Jhall  be  Holinefs 
to  the  Lord  of  hofs,  i,ech.  xi,v.  20,  21.  Men  (hall  go 
about,  their  civil  employments  in  life  with  holy 
thoughts,  defires,  affections  and  aims :  T  hey  fliall 
be  more  lpiritual.  and  heavenly  than  we  are  in  our 
attendance  upon  God  in  folemn  ordinances.  No 
infant  of  days  fliall  be  found  ;  none  weak  in  know¬ 
ledge  or  grace,  Chriftians  fhall  not  be  full  of 
doubts,  fears,  witherings,  difcomforc :  The  trees  of 
ttoe  Lori  fhall  be  full  of  fap,  and  Zion  Jhall  no  more  be 
termed  ferfakm,  verfe  4.  Belled  time  this  !  the 
church  will  verily  be  the  praife  and  admiration  of 
the  nations,  when  God  himfelf  is  her  defence ,  her 
jircngtb ,  and  her  glory. 

3.  1  here  fhall  be  abundance  of peace,  Pfal.  Ixxii.  7. 
In  bis  days  ((peaking  of  the  time  wh^n  the  Mef- 
iiah’s  reign  ftall  be  from  fea  to  fea)  Jhall  the  righte¬ 
ous  flourish  y  and  abundance  of  peace  fo  long  as  the 
vjeon  endureth .  Where  there  is  growing  holinefs 
and  fellow  ft  ip,  there  will  be  peace.  This  is  one  of 
the  find  frui  s  of  the  Spirit,  Gal  v.  22.  Peace  not 
piily  from  outward  perfection  and  trouble,  but 

peace 
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peace  in  their  own  confciences,  and  peace  one  with 
another.  No  difagreement  in  do&rine,  no  diver- 
fity  of  worfhip,  no  jealoufies,  or  animofity  of  fpi- 
rit,  through  pride,  Telf-feeking,  vain-glory,  and 
other  remains  of  the  ficfh.  Ln  that  day  there  Jhcilt 
he  one  Lord,  and  his  name  one ,  Zech.  xiv.  g.  Love 
to  Ch rift  and  concern  for  his  caufe  and  glory,  fhall 
fwallow  up  every  O'her  intereft.  Chrift  wi  il  be  ail 
to  their,  fouls  in  point  of  truft,  fellowfhip,  and 
complacential  delight ;  and  he  will  be  in  all  their 
thoughts,  converfes,  aims.,  defires.,  prayers,  and 
praifes.  ■ 

4.  There  fhall  be  a  multitude  of  converts.  In 
God’s  time  there  fhall  be  no  feat  or  office  vacant  in 
aur  churches.  Who  are  thefe  that  fly  as  a  cloud ,  and 
as  the  doves  to  their  windows!  Ida.  lx.  8.  They 
came  with  fuch  fwifmefs  and  eagernefs,  and  in 
fuch  troops  and  multitudes,  that  the  church  her- 
felf  is  filled  with  admiration  at  it.  We  look  round 
about  us  now  and  think,  fhould  God  take  away 
this  and  the  other  member  who  feem  pillars,  that 
part  of  the  church  to  which  we  belong  mud  foon 
tumble  down  ;  it  looks  as  if  we  couid  not  be  upheld 
except  thefe  abide  with  us  :  But  God's  thoughts  are 
not  like  our  thoughts .  Cannot  he  as  eafily  create  now, 
as  heretofore  ?  Regeneration  was  alvvavs  creation 
work.  ? he  refldue  of  the  Spirit  is  with  him .  It  is 
Chrift,  not  men,  that  bears  up  the  pillars  of  the 
flare  and  the  church.  The  foundation  of  God’s 
houfe  is  hidden  and  out  of  fight;  it  lies  in  Chrift 
and  the  covenant,  in  God’s  own  purpofe  and  pro- 
mife.  When  the  day  of  ZzWs  help,  eftablifhment, 
and  fulnefs  comes,  the  right  e  on fnefs  thereof  (load  go 
forth  as  brightnefs ,  and  the  falvation  thereof  as  a  lamp 
that  burneth ,  it  will  be  confpicuous  and  eminent 
to  all. 

5.  When  God  fo,  eftablifhes  his  church,  as  to 
make  her  a  praife  in.  the  earthy  fhe  fhall  have  a 

rich 
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rich  fupply  of  all  temporal  good  things.  Mens 
natures  (hall  be  changed  ;  their  corrupt  lulls  and 
pa fiions  (hall  be  fubdued ;  and  all  their  riches,  ho- 
nour,  and  power,  (hall  be  employed  for  the  fupport 
ox  thrift’s  caufe  and  kingdom.  They  fail  not  hurt , 
nor  deftroy  in  all  my  holy  mountain ,  Ifa.  ]xv.  25.  And 
thou /halt  fuck  the  breaft  of  kings.  Chap.  lx.  16.  The 
enemies  of  Chrift  (hall  either  be  converted,  awed, 
or  removed  :  Perfection  and  violence  (hall  ceafe, 
when  Babylon  the  great  is  fallen,  and  (hall  arife  no 
more.  Thou  (halt  be  a  crown  of  glory  in  the  hand 
of  the  Loid.  1  hus  (hall  omd  eftablifh  his  church ; 
tdl  whicn  time  they  that  make  mention  of  the 
Lord,  are  to  give  him  no  reft  -,  which  leads, 

III.  io  the  duty  of  fucii  as  make  any  profeflion 
of  Chrift,  with  reference  to  this  great  and  glo  ious 
day.  Te_  that  make,  &c.  '  B  ' 

x.  This  day  of  Zion ’s  eifablifhment  and  praife, 
lliould  beuppermoft  in  out  thought „.  Th  at  which  has 
no  place  in  our  thoughts  and  affections,  will  have 
very  little  in  our  players.  The  church  of  old  de- 
pi  seated  this  as  an  abominable  fin  ;  Plalm  exxxvii, 
5,  6.  If  1  forget  thee ,  O  Jerufalem ,  let  my  rigut  hand 
forget  her  cunning  :  v  *  '“memtee^  thee ,  let  my 

tongue  .leave  to  l  >  Ablcnc c  did 

not  Jeflfen  affection  ;  many  oi  mm  kn  jw  but  by  re¬ 
port  the  glory  of  old-tefiament  worfhip,  being  born 
in  Babylon  :  But  their  hearts  were  in  Zion ;  things 
which  are  distant,  are  neverthelefs  defirable.  An- 
tichrift’s  ruin  will  be  iudden,  her  plagues  (hall 
come  upon  her  in  one  hour.  All  the  changes  we 
fee  or  hear  of  in  (fates,  kingdoms  or  nations,  ./pre¬ 
pare  the  way  to  Zion’ s  ad%’ancement,  and  her  ene¬ 
mies  ruin.  Let  this  great  event  be  in  the  thoughts 
of  all  them  that  love  Chrift.  ° 

2.  It  (hould  be  continually  in  their  prayers.  The 
promife  is  the  warrant  of  faith,  and  the  rule  of 
prayer,  whatever  difficulties  lie-in  the  way  of  it. 
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God  has  chofen  Zion ,  it  is  his  own  lot  and  portion  ; 
jt  is  Chrift’s  fpoufe  ;  his  body’s  fulnefs  and  glory. 
Men  a:d  devils  are  up  in  arms  againft  it.  What 
can  be  a  more  feafonable  time,  to  be  the  Lord’s 
remembrancers,  than  now  ?  In  the  mount  he  has 
leen  pen  in  the  mount  he  loves  to  appear ;  when 
every  one  feeks  to  deftroy  Zion ,  it  is  God’s  ufual 
courfe  to  help  her,  Ifa.  Ixiii.  5.  And  I  looked,  and 
there  was  none  to  help ;  and  I  wondered  that  there  was 
none  to  uphold,  therefore  mine  own  arm  brought 
falvation  unto  me,  and  my  fury  it  upheld  me.  W  hen 
he  begins  to  give  mercy,  he  pours  it  upon  us,  fo 
that  there  is  fcarce  room  to  receive  it :  And  terri¬ 
ble  things  are  fometimes  the  way  to  eminent  falva- 
tions.  Pfalm  Ixv.  5.  By  terrible  things  in  right eouf- 
nefs  wilt  thou  anfwer  us,  O  God  of  our  falvation. 
Prayer  helps  the  promife  to  bring  forth.  Go,  fays 
Hezekiah ,  to  Ifaiah  the  fan  of  Amoz,  tell  him  this  is  a 
day  of  trouble,  and  of  rebuke,  and  blafphemy ;  for  the 
children  are  come  to  the  birth,  but  there  is  not  Jlrength 
to  bring  forth ;  lift  up  a  prayer  for  the  remnant  that  is 
left,  Ifa.  xxxvii.  3,  4.  God  is,  in  this  day,  humbling 
us  for  our  confidence  and  ftupidity,  and  bringing 
jjs  to  our  prayers.  Prayer  for  Babylon' s  downfal, 
and  Zion' s  glory,  is  the  prefent  duty  of  fuch  as 
make  mention  of  the  Lord. 

3.  Prayer  for  Zion' s  eftabiifhment  inuft  be  with 
an  holy  importunity  and  conftancy.  It  is -not  the  work 
of  one  day,  but  of  every  day  ;  the  blefiing  prayed 
for,  has  every  other  blefiing  and  mercy  in  the  bow¬ 
els  of  it.  If  God  does  but  remove  our  fins,  and- 
quicken  our  graces,  and  fettle  our  faith  and  confi¬ 
dence  in  Chrift,  doubt  not  but  he  will  fubdue  our 
enemies.  Is  it  not  one  caufe,  why  God  has  fuffered 
thefe  popfh  foes  to  prevail  fo  far,  that  our  prayers 
have  no  more  been  bent  againft  the  popifh  caufe  ? 

0  !  it  is  a  time  for  fervent,  importunate  prayer. 
Enter  into  God’s  retirings ;  urge  his  promifes;  fhew 

him,  ' 
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him,  as  it  were,  the  perfon  and  blood  of  the  dear 
anointed  ;  take  no  denial.  Jacob  had  power  with 
the  angel,  and  prevailed.  In  like  manner  tell  him 

-  1 1  ^  ft  be  a  conftant  fuitor, 

till  he  gives  fome  good  word  whereon  he  will  caufe 

your  foul  to  hope.  Keep  not  fence,  cmd  give  him 
no  reft ,  * 

4-  pon\  friends  are  called  to  pray  and  work. 
1  he  former  branch  of  the  verfe  commands  adlion  : 
I  have  fet  watchmen  upon  thy  walls ,  O  Jerufalem.  It 
is  hypocrily  to  afk  in  private,  what  you  would  not 
be  glad  to  do  in  public.  Your  time,  gifts,  fub- 
ftance  and  lives  are  God’s.  Can  you  encourage  a 
gofpel-miniftry,  a  proteftant  King,  a  faithful°fol- 
diery  ?  Do  it.  Let  every  one  look  into  his  own 
heart,  and  fee  wherein  he  can-  help  the  church  or 
ftate  ;  you  are  called  with  thefe,  as  well  as  your 
prayers,  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  againft  the  miehtv 
The  ufes  follow,  B  Y' 

Use  I.  Is  the  church  expofcd  to  many  Ihakings  ? 
Tl  hen  let  not  prefent  troubles  ieem  ftrange  to  us. 
blot  our  libei ties  fo  much  as  our  religion  is  what 
the  enemy  is  aiming  at,  Popijh  Priefts  and  Jefuits, 
by  whom  this  vile  rebellion  has  been  ftirred  up, 
are  fet  againft  Chrift  and  his  gofpel.  But  a  hard 
talk  they  have  to  fight  againft  him,  who  is  the  King 
of  kings  and  the  Lord  of  lords.  Zion  has  outlived 
every  perfection  and  trial  hitherto.  The  church  is 
the  fafeft  part  in  the  whole  univerfe :  Here  am  I  in 
the  midji  of  you.  Where  Chrift  is,  there  may  be 
danger,  but  there  fhall  be  fafety  in  the  end.  And  he 
fhalt  be  for  a  fanttuary  .*  Lots-  man  [hail  be  the  peace, 
when  the  JJfyrian  cometh  into  the  land ,  Micah  v. 

Use  2.  \'v  e  fee  why  it  is  the  church  furvives  ail 
dangers  :  It  is  because  glorious  things  are  fpoken  of 
her,  which  aie  not  yet  fulfilled.  So  long  as  there 
is  a  promife  unaccomplished,  the  church  is  invinci¬ 
ble.  When  churches  fail,,  there  is  a  caufe,  and  i»- 
9  tereft 
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tereft  of  Chrift,  carried  on  in  the  hearts  of  fome  hid¬ 
den  ones.  Elijah  thought  himfe'lf  alone  in  his  pro- 
feffion  and  zeal,  till  God  convinced  him  of  his 
miftake.  The  glorious  inhabitant ,  that  is,  Chrift, 
fecures  the  houfe :  And  as  he  is  the  owner,  fo  he  is 
the  watchman  or  keeper  of  it :  He  that  keepeth  Jfrael 
neither  Jlumbereth  nor  Jleepeth.  The  whole  world 
fhall  ftand  no  longer,  than  till  Chrift  hath  fulfilled 
his  piomifes  made  to  his  church  and  caufe. 

Use  3.  Are  all  that  make  mention  of  the  Lord  to 
give  him  no  reft.  Then  let  us  lay  afide  all  other  fmall- 
er  matters,  and  unite  in  this :  Variance,  heat,  and 
refentment ;  it  is  no  time  for  them  :  Count  all  be¬ 
lievers  friends,  and  let  all  your  thoughts,  prayers, 
and  endeavours,  be  againft  the  common  enemy. 
Zion  has  been  more  fhock  and  weakened  by  the 
diffenfions  of  thofe  within  her,  than  by  all  the  op- 
pofition  of  the  world  that  is  againft  her. 

Ridley  and  Hooper  could  never  agree  about  black 
and  "white  in  King  Edward’s  days ;  but  (as  one  of 
them  exprefles  it)  they  could  afterwards  agree  in 
red:  When  God  puts  them  together  into  buffering, 
tears  and  blood,  they  could  love  and  live  and  die 
together  as  brethren.  Let  us  agree  to  humble  our- 
felves  before  God,  to  put  our  prayers  into  one  joint 
flock,  to  believe  and  cry,  and  wait,  and  give  God 
no  reft ,  till  he  eft  alii fh ,  and  till  he  make  Jerufalcm  a 
■  praije  in  the  earth. 
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The  gcod-wi]]  of  Chrift  the  befl  of 

bleffings. 


Deut.  xxxii.  16.  middle  claufe. 

'‘—And  for  the  good-will  of  him  that  dwelt 

in  the  bujh . 

* 

THIS  chapter  contains  an  account  of  the  blef-- 
fing  wherewith  Mofest he  man  of  God  bleffed 
the  children  of  Ifrael  before  his  death  :  It  is  expreffed 
partly  in  a  way  of  prayer,  denoting  what  his  fou! 
earneftly  defired  might  be,  and  partly  in  a  prophetic 
fpirit,  fignifying  what 'God  had  ordained  Jhould  be, 
Mofes  was  juft  now  finifhing  his  courfe,  this  was  his 
iaft  interview  with  the  people,  and  his  laft  act  amono- 
them  ;  he  dies  blefting  God,  and  bleffing  them° 
How  fweet  is  it  for  a  faithful  paftor,  in  this  lpirit 
and  frame,  to  take  his  laft  farewel  of  thofe  that 
have  been  committed  to  his  charge  by  the  great 
Ihepherd  of  the  fheep  !  But  this  is  not  every  one’s 
mcicy  y  cvci  y  one  is  nor  allowed  thus  to  blels  the 
people,  and  fee  the  good  land,  and  die  as  Mofes 
the  iervant  of  our  Lord  did ;  however,  the  death 
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by  which  we  fhall  moft  glorify  God,  is  more  to  be 
fought,  than  that  with  which  we  fhall  be  moft 
pleafed  ourfelves. 

The  words  now  read  are  part  of  Jofeph’s  bl  effing, 
wherein  Mofes  prays  for  temporal  good  things  in 
all  their  plenty,  variety  and  fweetnefs;  Bleffed  of 
the  Lord  he  his  land.,  for  (or  by  reafon  of)  the  preci¬ 
ous  things  of  heaven,  for  the  dew,  &c.  But  thefe, 
if  compared  with  what  follows,  are  fmall  things. 
And  for  the  good-will  of  him  that  dwelt  in  the  bufh. 
This  was  the  utmoft  Mofes  himfelf  could  afk,  or  they 
enjoy.  Take  the  words  as  referring  to  Jofepb’s  land 
as  a  nation,  the  obfervation  is  this  : 

God’s  grace  and  gofpel  are  the  greateft  bleffings 
which  a  nation  can  enjoy.  For  what  nation  is  there 
fo  great,  who  hath  God  fo  nigh  them ,  as  the  Lord  our 
God  is  in  all  things  that  we  call  upon  him  for ,  Deut. 
iv.  7.  The  glory  of  a  nation  lies  in  the  prefence  and 
favour  of  God  ;  how  happy  is  Great  Britain  in  this 
relpeft,  did  we  but  know  and  improve  our  mercy  ! 

But  what  I  purpofe  from  the  words,  as  the  Lord 
fhall  help,  is  to  confider  them  in  a  clofer  relation, 
as  expreffive  of  the  grace  and  good-will  of  Chrift 
to  his  church,  and  their  great  duty  in  valuing, 
prizing  and  feeking  this  good-will  above  all  other 
things ;  for  the  tribe  of  Jofeph  may  be  confidered 
in  their  covenant  relation  to  God,  and  their  fell ow- 
fhip  with  him  in  ordinances,  as  expreffive  of  the 
church  and  people  of  God.  It  is  not  our  number,  or 
our  riches,  or  our  judicioufnefs,  or  our  love  to  one 
another,  which  make  us  truly  honourable,  or  ne- 
celTarily  imply  in  them  foul-profperity  *,  there  may 
be  thefe  things  upon  lower  confiderations.  Know¬ 
ledge  and  experience,  and  heart  and  converfation- 
holinefs  do  not  always  go  together  ;  and  there  may 
be  by  refpefts,  for  which  members  of  churches  may 
love  one  another ;  intereft,  agreement  in  principles 
and  aims,  may  promote  this,  ab drafted  from  that 
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love  we  bear  to  Chrift,  and  which  we  fhould  have 
to  one  another,  as  bearing  his  image.  The  good 
will  of  kirn  that  dwelt  in  the  bujh ,  if  this  be  not 
among us,  and  upon  us,  we  may  be  left  to  lean- 
nefs  of  foul  and  fpiritual  want,  notwithftanding  ail 
outward  profperity,  beauty  tmd  order.  So  that  the 
obfervation  from  the  words  fhall  be  this : 

Doctrine.  The  favour  or  good-will  of  Chrift, 
who  of  old  dwelt  with  Mofes  in  the  bufh,  is  to  be 
fought  by  believers,  as  the  greateft  and  beft  of  all 
bleffings.  Mofes  prays  it  may  be  amongft  them, 
which  fhews  how  much  they  ftand  engaged  to  afk 
it  for  themfeSves. 

In  difcourfing  on  this  fubjefh,  I  \Yill  endeavour. 


J.  To  fhew  what  this  good*  will  is,  and  whofe 
it  is. 

II.  Why  it  is  thus  particularly  defcribed,  as  the 
good-will  of  him  that  dwelt  in  the  bufh. 

III.  Confider  how,  or  in  what  manner  it  is  to 
be  fought. 

IV.  Wherein  confifts  the  greatnefs  of  the  bleiT- 
ing,  which  renders  it  lo  well  worthy  of  all 
our  feeking. 

T.  I  am  to  fhew  what  this  good-will  is,  and 
vvnofe  it  is.  To  this  I  anfwer  in  general,  It  is  the 
love  and  free  favour  of  Chrift  to  all  his  covenant 
people  :  that  grace  of  his,  in  which  there  is  con¬ 
tinuance,  which  he  ever  bears  towards  them  that 
are  his.  The  belt  interpreters  render  the  word 
favourable  acceptation  ;  by  which  two  things  feem 
to  be  intended,  Firft,  That  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
ever  bears  good-will  towards  his  people;  his  love, 
his  whole  heart  is  theirs.  And,  Secondly,  This 
favour  and  good-will  he  is  pleafed  to  difcover  unto 
them  for  their  edification  and  comfort;  There  (lays 
fpeaking  to  his  fpoufe)  will  1  give  thee  my  loves* 
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Solomon’s  Song,  vii.  12.  I  will  fhdw  thee  how 
full  of  grace  and  mercy  I  am. 

Firft,  Our  Lord  Chrift  ever  tears  a  good-will 
towards  his  people.  He  is  the  glorious  perfon  here 
fpoken  of ;  it  is  his  love,  his  favour,  his  good-will ; 
Jehovah  God-man,  who  in  his  appearance  in  the 
bufh  gave  the  church  a  type  of  his  taking  our  na¬ 
ture,  and  in  his  divine  perfon  dwelling  therein  (more 
of  which  afterward.)  This  is  evident  from  Stephen's 
apology  to  the  Jews,  where  he  calls  him  the  Lordy 
Adis  vii.  3 1;  ST he  voice  of  the  LORD  came  unto  him  ; 
and  ver .  33.  L’hen  faid  the  L  O  R  D  unto  him ,  &c. 
And  where  we  read  of  his  appearance,  Exod.  iii.  2. 
he  is  reprefented  as  faying,  ver .  6.  I  am  the  God  of 
thy  father*  the  God  of  Abraham ,  the  God  of  Ifaac ,  and 
the  God  of  Jacob .  And  Mofes  hid  his  face ,  for  he  was 
afraid  to  look  upon  God.  And  the  Lord  faid ,  I  have 
furely  feen  the  affUblion  of  my  people * — •arid  1  am  come 
down  to  deliver  them ,  &c. 

Now  this  blefied  and  glorious  perfon  always  bears 
his  people  good-will ;  they  are  precious  and  honour¬ 
able  in  his  fight,  they  are  highly  favoured  j  his 
thoughts  towards  them  are  thoughts  of  peace,  and 
fo  they  were  from  eternity,  Mic.  v.  2.  JVhofe  goings 
forth  have  been  from  of  old ,  from  everlafting .  Then  his 
heart  flood  towards  poor  fallen  man,  and  his  de¬ 
lights  were  with  the  children  of  men ,  Prov.  viii.  31. 
All  that  he  did  afterwards  in  time,  when  he  was 
manifejl  in  the  fleffo ,  and  all  that  he  is  doing  now 
in  his  exalted  ftate,  proceed  from  his  love  and  good¬ 
will  ;  ftill  he  wears  our  nature,  appears  in  our  caufe, 
adts  in  our  name,  and  reprefents  our  perfons  :  It  is 
for  this  caufe,  that  the  Father  hath  given  him  power- 
over  all  flefh ,  that  he  fhould  give  eternal  life  to  as 
many  as  he  hath  given  him ,  John  xvii.  2.  The  church 
is  his  fpoufe,  his  body,  his  fair  one  ;  there  is  a  gra¬ 
cious  acceptation  given  to  our  perfons,  and  a  gra- 
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cions  acceptation  of  our  fervices ;  we  are  clothed 
in  his  garments,  and  made  comely  through  his 
comelinefs  put  upon  us  •,  the  graces  which  appear 
in  our  worfhip  and  walk,  are  his  own  fruits  \  not 
only  what  he  has  a  right  to,  as  our  Lord,  but  what 
he  works  in  us  as  our  Saviour  and  Head.  Every 
difpenfation  of  Providence  is  for  our  good  ;  the 
foreft  ftrokes  that  befal  us  come  in  love  ;  when  per¬ 
fected,  forfaken,  made  a  fhame  of  before  men,  his 
heart  ftands  towards  us  the  fame  as  ever  \  under¬ 
neath  are  the  everlafting  arms :  We  endure  the  fire, 
and  come  purged  and  refined  out  of  it.  There  is 
good-will  in  his  heart,  his  purpofes,  and  all  the 
works  of  his  hands,  whatever  the  outward  appear¬ 
ance  of  things  may  be.  This  is  one  thing  intended 
by  the  expreffion  in  my  text.  But, 

Secondly,  This  favour  and  good-will  Chrift  is 
pleafed  to  difcover  to  his  people  for  their  edification 
and  comfort.  Solom.  Song ,  ii.  4.  He  brought  me  to  the 
banquetingrhoufe*  and  his  banner  over  me  was  love  •, 
fchat  is,  there  ha. (hewed  me  all  his  fulnefs  and  glory 
as  my  Chrift,  my  God.  Believers  have  a  fellow- 
fhip  with  Chrift  ;  they  partake  and,  as  it  were, 
lhare  with  him  in  all  his  mediatory  fulnefs ;  it  is 
for  their  fakes  God ,  his  God\  hath  anointed  him  with 
the  oil  of  gladhejs  above  his  fellows ,  Pfal.  xlv.  7.  His 
love  is  a  love  that  pajfeth  knowledge  it  is  too  great 
to  be  known,  fo  as  to  be  comprehended,  but  not 
fo  as  not  to  be  fweetly  tafted  and  felt.  'Thy  love  is, 
better  than  wine ,  fays  the  fpoufe,  on  account  of  a 
frefh  experience  of  it  given  in  Solomon's  Song>  i.  2» 
Becaufe  of  the  favour  of  thy  good  ointments*  thy  name 
is  as  ointment  poured  forth ,  therefore  do  the  virgin? 
love  thee .  Chrift  hath  inftituted  fpeeial  ordinances 
both  under  the  old  teftament  and  the  new,  on 
purpofe  to  lead  his  faints  into  fweet  and  endearing 
views  of  his  favour  and  good-will  :  What  was  the 
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figned  for  ?  The  rock  that  followed  them  all  along 
the  wildernefs  ?  The  ark  of  the  covenant  and  the 
mercy-feat,  with  the  cherubims  covering  it  ?  What 
were  all  thefe  things  defigned  for,  but  to  give  old 
teftament  faints  a  view  of  his  good-will,  who  was 
their  furety  and  mediator?  Why  did  he  fo  often 
aflame  a  vifible  fhape,  and  prefent  himfelf  before 
them  in  the  form  of  a  man  ;  but  that  he  might 
fhew  what  a  love  he  bore  to  their  nature,  and  whdc 
a  longing  defire  he  had  to  the  work  agreed  upon 
between  the  Father  and  him  in  the  everlafting  cove¬ 
nant  ?  And  why  does  he  fmile  upon  thy  foul  in 
ordinances;  cheer  and  comfort  thee  by  promifes  ; 
draw  forth  thy  heart  and  affections  towards  him  in 
duty  ?  But  that  he  may  give  thee  a  token  for  good, 
that  he  may  convince  thee  that  his  heart,  his  love, 
his  covenant,  his  whole  falvation  are  thine  ?  This 
good-will  is  carried  from  his  heart  into  thine.  This 
is  one  fpecial  work  of  the  Spirit,  even  to  reveal  the 
love  and  good-will  of  Chriit  to  thy  foul,  to  diredl 
your  hearts  into  it,  2  Theff.  iii.  5.  that. is,  to  guide 
into  it  by  a  ftraight  line,  fo  to  perfuade  of  it,  as  that 
the  foul  is  overcome  with  it :  Then  thy  heart  is 
filled  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory  ?  thou 
art  compalfed  about  with  favour  as  with  a  fhield  » 
love,  and  grace,  and  truth,  appear  in  all  that  befals 
thee ;  then  God  appears  to  be  love  indeed  j  that 
,Qne  perfe&ion  of  his  nature  feems  to  l'wallow  up 
<pvery  other.  This  is  another  thing  intended  by  the 
phrafe,  The  good-will  of  him  that  dwelt  in  the  bufh , 
that  is,  The  gracious  manifestation  of  it  to  the 
heart,  the  precious  experience  of  it  in  the  fouh 
This  leads  to  confider, 

II.  Why  is  this  good-will  thus  particularly  de- 

fcribed,  as  the  good-will  of  him  that  dwell  in  the 
bufh. 

1  he  ftory  which  »this  expreflion  refers  to,  you 
have  Exodus  iii,  12.  flow  Mofes  kept  the  ffck  of 
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Jethro  his  father-in-law ,  the  Prieft  of  Midian ,  and  he 
led  the  flock  to  the  back-fide  of  the  defert  and  came  to 
the  mountain  of  God ,  to  Horeb.  And  the  angel 

of  the  Lord  appeared  unto  him  in  a  flame  of  flre  out 
of  the  midft  of  a  bufh ,  and  he  looked ,  and  behold  the 
bufh  burned  with  fire ,  and  the  bufh  was  not  con- 
fumed,  &c. 

Now  the  good-will  of  Chrift  is  defcribed  by 
Mofes  in  particular  reference  to  this  extraordinary 
reprefentation,  as  I  humbly  conceive,, on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  accounts : 

Firft,  Becaule  the  fire  in  the  midft  of  the  bufh, 
was  a  type  of  the  incarnation  and  fufferings  of 
Chrift.  To  you  this  may  appear  a  very  dark  and 
diftant  allufion  •,  but  though  there  were  no  analogy 
in  the  things  thernfelves,  I  Ihould  credit  the  defign 
of  the  reprefentation  to  be,  that  God  intended 
hereby  to  give  Mofes  a  view  of  Chrift  as  God-man 
Mediator,  who  fhould  appear  and  fuffer  in  our  flefh  ; 
becaufe  Mofes  in  his  laft  words  lays  fo  great  a  ftrefs 
upon  it,  mentioning  it  as  the  chief  of  all  bleffings. 
Why  did  he  not  wifh  them  the  rock  ftill  to  follow 
them  ;  for  that  rock ,  the  Apoftle  tells  us,  was  Chrift  ? 
Or  that  that  fpiritual  meat  might  be  continued  to 
them,  of  which  they  all  eat •,  for  this  manna  alfo 
was  a  type  of  Chrift  ?  (as  is  clear  from  1  Cor .  x. 
3,  4.)  but,  becaufe  though  Chrift  was  held  forth 
by  thefe  things,  yet  there  was  not  fo  immediate, 
clear  and  diftinft  a  reprefentation  of  his  perfon  and 
fufferings,  as  God  in  our  nature,  by  them ,  as  by 
the  fiery  bufh  ?  Nor  is  the  allufion  fo  very  dark  and 
diftant :  For  man’s  nature  is  a  poor,  defpicable 
thing,  like  a  dry  bramble- bufh  that  would  be  foon 
fired,  as  it  were,  and  utterly  confumed  by  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  God  *,  but  the  Son  of  God  dwells  in  this 
bufh,  and  though  the  flame  is  feen,  the  bufh  is  not 
burnt,  ike  Worfctoat  made  flefh,  and  dwelt  among 
us,  md  %ebdd-  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  theomy  be- 
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gotten  of  the  Father  full  of  grace  and  truth ,  John  i.  1 4- 
And  Mofes  faid,  I  'will  now  turn  afide  and  fee  this  great 
fight ,  why  the  bufh  is  not  burnt ,  li xod .  lii.  And 
is  it  not  a  fight  which  engages  a  poor  foul  to  draw 
near,  when  he  beholds  in  a  crucified  Chrift  all  the 
wrath  and  indignation  of  an  holy  God,  which  like 
a  flame  of  fire  fliall  devour  the  wicked ;  all  this 
wrath  meeting  on  the  perfon  of  Chtift,  and  yet  his 
human  nature  unconfumed  ?  The  blefled  Jefus,  as 
his  furety,  endured  it  all,  and.  furvived  it  *  having 
died  indeed  once,  but  now  living  for  ever,  God 
and  man  united  in  his  glorious  perfon.  This  is  it 
which  taketh  off  all  dread  from  the  worfhippers. 
And  God  called  to  Mofes  out  of  the  midjl  of  the  bufh , 
ver.  4.  The  fweet  words  which  belie '/ers  hear  from 
God,  are  all  fpoken  to  them  in  the  perfon,  and  by 
the  mouth  of  his  own  eternal  Son  •,  No  man  hath 
fem  God  at  any  time  ;  the  only  begotten  Son ,  which  is 
in  the  bofom  of  the  Father ,  he  hath  declared  him ,  John 
i.  18.  There  is  then  a  great  and  fweet  propriety 
in  the  expreflion,  the  good-will  of  him  that  dwelt  in 
the  bufh.  Now  the  good-will,  the  favourable  ac¬ 
ceptation  of  this  mediator  Emmanuel,  God  with  us, 
Mofes  could  not  have  defired  another,  fo  great  3 
bleffing  as  this  is. 

Secondly,  Another  reafon  why  this  good-will  is 
fo  emphatically  deferibed,  as  the  good-will  of  hint 
that  dwelt  in  the  bufa,  is  becaufe  God  revealed  his 
covenant  to  Mofes  at  the  time  of  his  glorious  appear¬ 
ance.  He  fhewed  Mofes  not  only  the  glory  of  Chrift’s 
perfon,  but  alfo  the  glory  of  his  grace  in  him,  Exod. 
hi.  6.  Moreover  he  faid ,  1  am  the  God  of  thy  father, 
the  God  of  Abraham ,  the  God  of  Jfaac,  and  the  God 
of  Jacob.  And  Mofes  hid  his  face,  for  he  was  afraid 
to  look  upon  God.  And  he  faid.  Certainly  I  will  be  with 
thee,  ver.  12.  Mofes  bid  his  face :  God  is  awful  in 
his  very  mercies.  Senfe  of  our  own  unworthinefs 
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fills  the  foul  with  dread,  even  when  receiving  from 
the  hand  of  God  his  fpecial  and  moft  diftinguifhing 
favours.  Here  you  fee  God’s  covenant  was  renewed 
by  the  angel  or  meffenger  of  it;  all  grace  is  con¬ 
tained  in  that,  it  takes  in  every  bleffing  God  means 
to  beftow,  even  to  the  refurredlion  of  theie  bodies 
of  ours  to  eternal  life.  lam  the  God  of  Abraham ,  and 
the  God  of  Ifaac ,  and  the  God  of  Jacob  ;  God  is  not  the 
God  of  the  dead ,  but  of  the  livings  Matth.  xxii.  32. 
The  whole  man,  foui  and  body,  (hall  for  ever  live 
with  God*  And  when  was  all  this  grace  revealed 
to  Mojes  ?  Why,  the  Lord  appeared  in  the  midp:  of 
the  bufh,  on  purpofe  to  do  it :  it  is  therefore  good¬ 
will  in  a  covenant  way  Mofes  prays  for  ;  not  the 
goodn  fs  or  benevolence  of  God,  as  a  pure  and 
perfedl  being  abftradled  from  his  relation  to  Chrift, 
and  the  refpedl  he  has  to  his  facrifice  ;  it  is  the  good¬ 
will  of  Chrift,  the  covenant  ot  Chrift,'  the  fulnefs 
of  Chrift,  which  is  here  referred  to.  Our  Lord  Chrift: 
is  a  covenant  to  the  people;  all  in  the  covenant  is 
tranfadled  by  him  ;  he  is  mediator,  furety,  head, 
truftce  of  the  covenant,  our  Emmanuel  is  all.  Sinners 
know  not  what  they  are  about  when  they  look  to 
God  without  a  Mediator  ;  what  peace  can  there  be 
where  there  is  no  reconciliation  ?  God  is  a  fire  to 
confume,  not  to  enlighten,  warm  and  refrefh  un¬ 
godly  finners,  fuch  as  have  not  made  a  covenant 
with  him  by  facrifice.  This  is  another  reafon  why 
it  is  called  the  good-will  of  him  that  dwelt  in  the  bufh  : 
It  is  expreflive  of  that  covenant  which  was  revealed 
at  that  time  to  Mofes ,  and  which  God  has  eftablifhed 
with  his  people  through  the  blood  of  his  Son. 

Thirdly,  This  appearance  of  the  angel  in  the 
bufh  fets  forth  the  love  and  care  of  Chrift  to  his 
church,  even  in  their  greateft  troubles  and  dangers. 
This  was  the  time  of  Jacob's  trouble,  emphatically 
fo ;  the  very  name  and  remembrance  of  them  was 
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like  to  be  cut  off  from  the  earth ;  they  were  fighing 
and  groaning  under  great  bondage  ;  their  children 
call  out,  to  the  intent  they  might  not  live,  and  no 
deliverance  came  to  anfwer  their  prayers  and  tears. 
But  the  Lord  appears  in  a  flame  of  fire  in  the  bulb, 
as  Ifrael’s  preferver,  upholder,  deliverer,  to  ftrength- 
en  Mofes'  faith  in  his  promife  and  covenant.  The 
bulh  burned  with  fire,  and  the  bulh  was  not  con- 
fumed  :  The  church  fuffered,  was  envied,  perfe¬ 
cted,  drove  to  the  greateft  ftraits,  let  on  fire,,  as 
it  were,  by  hell ;  but  it  was  not  deftroyed,  it  ftill 
furvived,  Chrift  was  in  the  midft  of  it,  that  is,  her 
perpetual  fafety.  Lo,  1  am  with  you.  The  texc 
fays,  he  dwelt  in  the  bulh  ;  this  is  the  Lord’s  reft. 
Here  his  name,  his  honour,  his  glory  are;  and 
here  his  delight  is.  The  glory  he  gets  out  of  the 
whole  world,  is  principally  from  his  church,  there¬ 
fore  he  will  not  leave  her.  What  a  blefled  encou¬ 
ragement  is  this  to  faith  at  all  times  1  O  how  may 
believers  in  fellowlhip  plead  for  the  manifeftations 
of  Chrift’s  prefence  in  his  churches !  Concerning  my 
Cons ,  and  concerning  the  work  of  my  hands  command 
ye  me,  Ifai.  xlv.  ix.  All  Chrift’s  mercy,  wifdom, 
power,  love  and  grace  are  for  us ;  yea  his  very 
life  is  on  our  behalf,  Becaufe  I  live ,  ye  jhall  live  alfo , 
John  xiv.  19.  It  is  good  to  remember  former  deli¬ 
verances  even  in  the  want  of  prefent  mercies.  This 
is  another  reafon. 

Fourthly  and  laftly.  One  reafon  more  of  this  de- 
fcription  is,  becaufe  Mofes  had  at  this  feafon  the  moft 
fpecialand  fenfible  experience  of  the  love  and  good¬ 
will  of  Chrift ;  it  isoneof  the  cop  manifeftations  of  the 
redeemer’s  fulnefs  and  grace  to  his  own  foul.  There 
is  a  great  deal  of  emphafis  in  my  text,  as  the  words 
lie  in  the  original,  that  is,  “  And  for  the  favourable 
acceptation  of  my  dweller  in  the  bulh.”  As  if  Mofes 
had  faid,  “  Then  he  revealed  himfelf  to  be  mine, 

I  faw  his  glory  as  my  furety,  my  redeemer,  my 
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God  manifeft  in  the  flefli,  and  to  my  foul  he 

fealed  all  the  love  and  grace  of  the  everlafting 
“  covenant.5'  Our  firft  views  of  God  and  Chrift,  are 
often  exceeding  precious  ones.  This  was  Chrift’s 
firft  vifible  appearance  to  Mofes  that  we  read  of ; 
now  the  vifions  of  God  began ;  and  what  fo  fweet 
an  introduction  to  his  after-communion  with  him, 
as  a  fight  of  the  fecond  perfon  in  the  Godhead  united 
to  flefh,  and  in  our  nature  tranfa&ing  all  the  con- 
cerns  of  falvation  ?  Tby  time ,  fays  God  to  the  church, 
was  the  time  of  love ,  Ezek.  xvi.  6.  Even  this  very 
time  when  their  deliverance  from  the  Egyptian 
bondage  began.  .  This  appearance  to  Mofes  was  fo 
fweet,  lb  glorious,  fo  inviting,  that  he  makes  it  the 
yery  pattern  or  rule  of  what  he  defired  might  be 
Jcfeptis  bleffing.  Sirs  !  there  are  feafons,  the  fweet 
remembrance  of  which  even  death’s  awful  face 
cannot  wear  of.  In  ficknefs,  pain  and  age,  when 
the  fenfes  are  blunted,  and  defire  itfelf  fails,  times 
of  fpecial  communion  are  often  as  frefh  and  as 
fweet  as  they  were  at  firft.  Thus  it  was  with  dying 
Jacob ,  Gen.  xlviii.  3.  And  Jacob  f aid  unto  jofeph, 
God  Almighty  appeared  unto  me  at  Luz  in  the  land  of 
Catyaan?  and  bleffed  me.  It  was  that  vifion  of  the 
.ladder  let  on  earth,  the  top  whereof  reached  to 
heaven,  which  he  fpeaks  of,  Gen.  xxviii.  12.  When 
the  Lord 7?^,  and  faid ,  I  am  the  Lord  God  of  Abra¬ 
ham  thy  father ,  and  the  God  of  Ifaac :  The  land 
whereon  thou  Heft,  to  thee  will  1  give  it,  and  to  tby 
feed ,  ver.  13.  This  firft  vifit  warmed  his  foul  ftilh 
O  how  precious  to  old  led  ament  faints  was  any  view 
or  representation  of  an  incarnate  God  !  Hence  he 
lays  a  fpecial  emphafis  upon  it,  when  he  bleffed 
.  Jofepb ,  Gen.  xlviii.  15.  And  he  bleffed  Jofeph ,  and 
'jatd,  God ,  before  whan  my  fathers  Abraham  and  Ifaac 
did  walk ,  the  God  which  fed  me  all  my  life  long  ur\to 
this  day ,  the  angel  which  redeemed  me  from  all  evjl, 
hi f  the  lads,  &c,  Juft  as  it  was  with  Mofes  here  : 
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And  for  the  good-will  ot  my  dweller  io  the 
Now  Jacob  and  now  Mo  fee  can  both  willingly  die 
Nothing  more  was  wanting  but  to  fee  him  face  to 
face  Precious,  fignal,  extraordinary  mamfeitations 
of  the  o-race  and  good-will  of  Chrift,  are  ever  re - 
membred  by  the  believing  foul..  For  the.e  reafons 
the  infpired  prophet  feems  particularly  to  defuibe 
this  good-will,  as  his  who  dwelt  tn  the  bujh. 

Two  words  of  ufe.  .  .  f 

1.  Let  the  faints  plead  former  manife  nations  ot 

Chrift  to  his  church  and  people.  Faith  finds  great 
fweetnefs  in  them,  when  its  eye  is  opened  by  the 
Spirit  of  God.  The  church’s  deliverance  from 
Ezypt  is  mentioned  with  thankfulnefs  and  hope  m 
every  other  trial.  We  give  God  the  glory  of  paft 
mercies,  when  we  plead  them  with  him ;  thus  fhr 
all  providential  favours  and  deliverances .  to  the 
church  in  all  ages  are  a  believer’s  own,  for  his  com¬ 
fort,  his  eftablilhment,  his  good. 

2.  Labour  to  improve  this  good-will  of  Chrift  to 
your  own  foul’s  advantage,  maintain  communion 
with  him  in  it.  Go  every  day,  and  in  every  duty 
for  a  frelh  difeovery  of  it :  Prefs  after  the  manifef- 
tations  of  it  in  greater  frequency,  and  to  greater 
degrees.  We  have  too  little  fellowlhip  in  the  act¬ 
ings  of  our  faith  on  the  perfon  of  Chrift  as  diftindt 
from  the  Father.  His  good-will,  his  grace,  his  love, 
fhould  be  every  day  the  delight  and  food  of  our 
fouls.  But  more  of  this,  when  we  Ihew  how  this 
good-will  is  to  be  fought. 

'  gut  I  add  no  more  at  prefenti 
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The  good-will  of  Chrift  the  beft  of 

bleftings. 


D  eot.  xxxiii.  16.  middle  claufe. 

- - And  for  the  good-will  of  him  that  dwelt 

in  the  bufh . 

Ts  H  E  doctrinal  obfcrvation  raifed  from  the 
words,  is  this, 

Doct.  The  favour  or  good-will  of  Chrift,  who  of 
old  dwelt  with  Mofes  in  the  bufh,  is  to  be  fought  by 
believers,  as  the  greateft  and  beft  of  all  bleftings. 

In  difcourfing  on  which  fubjeft,  I  propofed,  as 
helped, 

t 

I.  To  ibew  what  this  good-will  is,  and  whofe  it 
is.  And, 

\ 

In  general,  you  have  heard,  it  is  the  free  fa¬ 
vour  and  gracious  acceptation  of  Chrift,  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  Mofe$  in  the  bufh  ;  and  it  may  be  confi- 
ciered  in  a  double  view,  either  as  denoting  that 
good-will  and  grace  which  is  in  his  heart  towards 
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his  people;  or  elfe  it  is  exprefiive  of  the  manifef- 
tation  of  it  to  their  perfons,  in  a  way  of  fellow- 
Ihip  and  communion. 

* 

V 

II.  We  inquired,  why  it  is  called  the  good-will 
of  him  that  dwelt  in  the  bujh .  And, 

* 

This  expreffion  holds  forth  four  things ; 

Firft,  that  the  fire  in  the  bufh  was  a  type  of  the 
incarnation  and  fufferings  of  the  Son  of  God.  God 
dwells  in  our  poor  defpicable  human  nature,  which 
is  but  as  a  low  infignificant  bramble-bufh,  and  his 
Godhead  fupported  the  manhood  under  all  the  fuf- 
ferings  he  endured  as  the  finner’s  furecy ;  all  our 
communion  with  God  comes  in  this  way,  even  by 
that  redemption  which  is  through  his  blood. 

Secondly,  It  is  called  the  good-will  of  him  that 
dwelt  in  the  bufh,  becaufe  Mofes  had  a  top-mani- 
feftation  at  this  time  of  God’s  covenant  grace  and 
mercy,  and  all  covenant-bleffings. 

Thirdly,  It  is  thus  defcribed,  becaufe  this  buffi 
burning,  and  not  confumed,  was  a  fweet  emblem 
to  Mofes’s  faith  of  Chrift’s  love  to  his  Church,  and 
care  of  it  under  the  greateft  fufierings  they  can  be 
expofed  to. 

Fourthly,  It  is  thus  defcribed,  becaufe  this  was 
the  firft  and  one  of  the  fweeteft  appearances  of  our 
Lord  Chrift  to  Mofes ;  therefore  he  makes  it  the  pat¬ 
tern  of  his  requeft  for  Ifrael ;  the  gracious  accept 
ration  of  my  dweller  in  the  bulb.”  There  was  per- 
fonal  application  of  the  grace  and  fulnefs  of  Chrift  to 
his  foul .  Firft-  vifits  of  love  and  grace  are  ever  fweet  5 
extraordinary  manifeftations  leave  an  abiding  fa¬ 
vour.  Thus  the  apoftle  Petery  fpeaking  of  Chrift, 
fays,  he  received  from  God  the  Father  honour  and 
glory,  when  there  came  fuch  a  voice  to  him  from 
the  excellent  glory,  ‘This  is  my  beloved  Son ,  in  whom 
1  am  well  f  leafed.  And  this  voice  which  came  from 

heaven 
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heaven  we  beards  when  we  were  with  him  in  the 
holy  mount ,  2  Pec.  i.  18.  Still  the  Apoftie  had  it 
in  remembrance,  as  what  warmed  and  refrefhedhis 
foul,  even  now,  juft  before  his  dying  time  ;  for  he 
•  wrote  this  epiftle,  when  he  knew  that  Jhortly  he  was 
to  put  off  this  tabernacle ,  even  as  our  Lord  Jeffs  Chrifi 
bad  Jhewn  him,  ver.  14. 

I  come  now  to  the  third  general, 

III.  To  .confider  how  or  in  what  manner  this 
good-will  is  to  be  fought.  Surely,  if  Mofes 
prays  for  it  fo  earneftly  on  Jofeph' s  account, 
it  was  no  lefs  a  duty  in  JofepF s  tribe  to  feek 
it  for  themfelves,  * 

To  this  I  anfwer, 

Firft,  Seek  this  good-will  of  Chrift,  his  free 
grace  and  favour,  as  a  bleffing  diftind  from,  and 
ffcVer,&nd  above  what  God  the  Father  hath  promifed 
on  his  own  part  in  the  everlafting  covenant.  Be¬ 
lievers  have  a  diftind  feliowfliip  with  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  God  the  Son,  and  God  the  Floiy  Ghoft.  You 
are  biefied  in  each  of  their  names,  in  that  form  of 
bleffing  which  the  Apoftie  gives  us,  2  Cor .  xiii.  14; 
Each  glorious  perfon  in  the  Godhead  has  taken  a 
part  in  your  falvation.  God  the  Father  hath  loved 
us,  and  hath  given  us  everlafting  conjoint  ion*  and  good 
hope  through  grace ,  2  Theft’  ii.  16.  This  his  love 
fet  him  on  work  to  determine  good  for  us  in  eter¬ 
nity,  to  find  out  a  covenant- head  for  us,  a  mediator, 
%  fur  ety  in  whom  he  could  fhew  the  higheft  juft  ice 
againft  our  fins,  and  the  higheft  mercy  and  kindnefs 
to  our  perfons.  Flence  God  is  fend  to  be  love ;  he 
ever  ads  towards  his  people  in  a  fatherly  loving  way; 
this  is  the  inward  principle  by  which  he  ads  in  all  out¬ 
ward  difpenfations.  Hence  the  Apoftie,  fpecifyingthe 
feveral  parts  of  falvation,  aferibesthis  peculiarity  to 
fhe  Father,  Eph.  ii,  4,  God  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for 
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the  treat  love  wherewith  he  loved  us ,  even  when  we  were 
dead  in  fins,  bath  quickened  us  together  with  Cbrtft ,  &c. 

The  holy  Spirit  is  the  comforter,  who  by  taking  0} 
the  thims  of  God  and  of  drift,  and  applying  them 
to  the  confcience,  brings  peace,  hope,  joy  ,  &c.  into 
the  foul,  and  works  in  it  a  meetnefs  for  glory.  ?Tiis 
great  work  is  confolation,  therefore  we  pray  for  the 
communion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  5  becaufeconfidered 
under  this  charafter,  he  is  the  author  of  all  that 
communion  which  believers  have  with  bather  and 
Son  *3  by  revealing  the  love  of  each  perion,  and  alio 
drawing  out  believers  hearts  to  the  actings  of  efteem., 
faith,  thankfulnefs,  delight,  reft,  wherein  commu¬ 
nion  confifts  on  our  parts.  ♦ 

As  for  the  bleffed  Jefus,  grace  and  good-will 

are  the  great  bleftings  believers  eye  in  him,  and  are 
to  apply  to  him  for.  Ye  know ,  fays  the  Apoftle, 
the  gr ox e  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Gkrift ,  who  t sough  tie  was 
rich,  yet  for  your  fakes  he  became 'poor,  l  to at  ye  through 
his  poverty  might  be  rich,  2  Cor.  viii.  9.  There  is 
grace  in  his  perfon,  and  grace  in  his  purchafe  y  our 
beloved  has  procured  eternal  life  for  his  faints,  and 
all  that  mercy,  help,  provifion  and  comfort  which 
they  need  in  their  way  to  if.  I jat  down ,  fays  the 
fpoufc,  under  his  fhadew  with  great  delight,  and  his 
fruit  was fweet  to  my  t  aft  e,  Solomon’s  Song,  ii.  3-  Thefe 
are  bleftings  given  from  Chnft  as  an  hufband,  dif- 
tinft  from  thofe  given  from  God  as  a  Father:  There 
is  no  narrownefs  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  fave 
what  we  make  by  our  o wn  unbelieving  frames. 
God  is  willing  the  heirs  of  heaven  fhould  have 
ftrong  confolation  in  their  way  thither  *,  therefore 
he  himfelf  is  our  Father,  helper,  faviour  ;  all  his 
perfections  in  the  various  exerdfe  of  them,  are  a 
believer’s:  Chrift  is  alfo  our  head,  furety,  hufband, 
brother,  advocate,  &c.  The  Spirit  is  our  inter¬ 
preter  that  opens  God’s  mind  to  us  and  ours  to 
him  ;  our  comforter,  fealer  and  diftinft  feHowflaip 

believers 
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believers  have  with  each  glorious  perfon  under  each 
or  rhele  charadlers.  This  good-will  then  is  to  be 
fought  over  and  above  what  the  Father  hath  pro¬ 
nged  on  his  own  part  in  the  everlafting  covenant ; 
it  is  a  prayer  addrefled  to  Chrift,  a  blefling  which 
comes  from  him,  and  as  fuch  is  to  be  fought  by 
every  believing  foul. 

•  SeuC°rC:ly’  ^  his  good-will  of  God-man  mediator 
is  to  be  fought,  0s  what  alone  can  give  life  and  liberty 
to  the  believer  in  all  alls  of  gofpel-worfhip.  Mofes, 
as  we  have  fuppofed,  confiders  the  tribe  of  Jofeph 
not  only  in  a  national  but  in  a  church  capacity ; 
and  wherein  confifts  believers  fellowlhip  one  with 
another,  the  beauty,  order,*  glory  of  a  church  of 
Chrift  in  all  acts  of  gofpel-worfhip,  but  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  him  that  dwelt  in  the  bujb,  in  his  gracious 
acceptation  and  good-will  ?  This  when  experienced 
puts  a  power  into  ordinances,  and  life  info  the  hearc 
of  worfhippers.  Take  away  the  perfon  of  Chrift 
as  God-man,  and  the  objedl  of  worlhip  is  as  it 
were  loft,  for  there  is  no  going  to  the  Father  but 
by  him.  WFat  can  finners  do  with  an  ablolute 
God  ?  Take  away  Chrift’s  fufferings,  merit,  righ- 
teouinefs  and  interceflion,  what  plea  can  there  be 
for  faith  ?  And  believers  when  they  go  in  Chrift’s 
name,  yet  if  their  fpirits  are  not  taken  up  in  the 
exercife  of  faith  on  his  good-will,  grace  and  ac¬ 
ceptation,  there  is  no  nearnefs  to  God.  Chrift’s  pre¬ 
fence  is  our  life,  we  have  none  in  ourfelves ;  gofpel- 
Jiberty  is  Chrift  s  purchafe  and  gift  :  If  the  Son  make 
you  free,  then  are  you  free  indeed.  With  the  Father 
you  have  communion  in  refpecl  to  his  love,  his  free, 
eternal,  unchangeable  love ;  but  the  acceptation  of 
your  perfons,  and  the  fenfe  of  it,  as  well  as  the 
bleffinf  itfelf,  is  given  only  in  Chrift  the  beloved  ; 
Who  hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  beloved ,  Eph.  i.  6. 
Diftindt  communion  with  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
■Ghoft follow,  and  dcfire  to  maintain;  but  a  feparate. 
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twofold  foundation  of  a  Tinner’s  hope  you  never 
read  of,  one  confifting  in  God’s  good-will  as  an 
abfolute  God,  the  other  in  Chrift’s  redemption, 
through  whom  he  is  reconciled  to  linnets  j  the 
grace  of  Cbrift  muft  be  firft  known  and  laid  hold 
of  before  there  can  be  any  accefs  to  the  good-will 
of  God ;  that,  as  a  fpring  Ibut  up,  a  fountain  fealed, 
finful  man  is  not  the  objed  of  it,  but  finlefs  angels, 
and  they  Hand  confirmed  in  Chrift,  though  they 
were  not  redeemed  by  him.  It  is  the  good-will 
of  Chrift  which  gives  life  and  liberty  in  all  gofpei- 
worlhip,  church-ordinances,  prayer,  preaching, 
facraments,  cenfure ;  what  are  all  without  this  ? 
Lo,  I  am  with  you  always.  There  is  the  church’s 
defence  and  glory,  he  hath  fet  her  as  a  feal  upon 
his  heart,  and  as  a  feal  upon  his  arm  ;  hers  is  his 
love ;  hers  is  his  power.  O  !  nothing  cements  a 
church  together  like  this,  the  good-will  of  Chrift* 
drawn  from  his  own  heart  and  carried  into  theirs* 
into  every  one  of  them,  fo  that,  as  it  is  expyeffed  in 
Solomon's  Song,  iv.  2.  Every  one  bear  twins ,  and  none 
is  barren  among  them .  There  cannot  be  a  barren 
lifelefs  walk  under  the  power  and  influence  of  Chrift 
fhed  abroad  in  the  heart. 

Thirdly,  This  good-will  is  to  be  fought  with 
great  expectation  and  hope.  The  bleffed  Jefus  loves 
a  fear  which  produces  watchfulnefs  in  the  foul,  but 
lie  hates  thofe  fears  which  breed  torment.  The 
good-will  of  my  dweller  in  the  bufti,  fays  Mcfes  ^ 
the  good-will  of  my  Lord  and  God,  fay  thou.  Keep 
in  view  the  fenfe  thou  haft  had  of  paft  grace  and 
favour  under  thy  burden,  and  grief  for  want  of 
prefent  tokens  of  it.  If  thou  wilt  believe ,  thou  jhati 
fee  the  glory  of  God ,  John  xi.  40.  fays  our  Lord 
to  Marthas  not,  if  thou  queftioneft,  and  doubteft, 
and  canft  believe  nothing.  When  we  go  to  a  tried 
friend,  and  afk  a  new  favour,  we  go  to  him  as  a 
friend,  and  prefume  upon  his  friend  (hip,  that  we 
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fliall  not  be  denied  ;  experience  gives  boldnefs. 
Perfons  do  not  ufe  to  go  to  fuch  an  one,  ftill  ques¬ 
tioning  whether  he  is  a  friend,  and  faying,  64  It  may 
be  after  all,  I  am  miftaken.55  But  O,  unworthy 
frame  !  in  which  we  too  often  go  to  the  Lamb  of 
God,  who  bears  us  this  great  good-will ;  who  hath 
loved  us,  and  walked  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own 
blood,  and  in  many  a  precious  prornife  has  fpoken 
peace,  and  renewed  his  time  of  love  to  our  fouls* 
Believer,  thou  art  come  in  the  gofpel,  not  to  mount 
Sinai  \  there  was  a  bound  fet  about  that  to  keep  the 
people  at  a  diftance,  but  thou  art  come  to  mount 
Zion9  and  art  called  to  dtaw  near  ;  thou  art  come 
to  Jefus  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  thy 
Jefus,  who  knows  thy  wants,  and  in  meafure  feels 
them  ;  We  have  not  an  high-prieft  who  cannot  be 
touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities ,  Heb.  iv. 
15.  His  good-will  arifes  from  fuch  a  fenfe  of  thy 
miferies,  weaknelfes  and  wants,  as  is  attended 
with  feeling,  and  produces  fympathy  towards  the 
objedl  beloved^  Our  fellowfhip  is  with  that  Jefus, 
who  was  all  beauty  and  fuitablenefs  in  his  perfon, 
all  love,  pity  and  fatherly  affedtions  in  his  heart ; 
hence  he  is  called  the  everlafting  Father,  If  a.  ix.  6. 
who  has  redeemed  his  fpoufe  with  his  blood,  bought 
out  of  the  hands  of  juftice  all  (he  needs,  and  who 
has  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth,  by  right  of 
fonfliip  and  furetifhip.  Who  has  helped  thee  hi¬ 
therto,  and  who  has  fent  his  Spirit  into  thine  heart 
to  fet  thee  about  praying  this  very  prayer  unto  him 
now.  K  no  weft  thou  not,  that  the  throne  thou  art 
approaching  is  a  throne  of  grace  ?  God  dwells  in  the 
manhood,  the  bufh  is  not  confumed,  our  nature  is 
advanced  in  heaven,  as  a  token  how  high  our 
perfons  fliall  foon  be  alfo  advanced.  Well  then, 
come  and  feek  this  good-will,  not  as  a  fervant,  but 
as  a  fon,  not  in  the  fpirit  of  bondage,  but  boldnefs. 
How  fweet  would  ordinances  be,  was  this  more  a 
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beli  ever’s  frame  under  them  ?  Mofes  afks  here  as 
one  who  was  fenfible  God  would  grant.  He  had 
done  too  much  heretofore,  to  deny  him  now. 

Fourthly,  This  good-will  is  to  be  fought  in  its 
higher  manifeftations,  and  a  Tweeter  experience  of  it 
from  day  to  day.  Mofes  leaves  the  degree  wherein 
this  good-will  (hould  be  fhewn  to  Jofeph ,  to  the 
fovereignty  of  him  in  whom  it  dwells;  but  withal, 
the  manner  of  exprefllon  he  ufes  (hews  that  it  was 
no  fmail  portion  he  afks  of  it  for  him,  the  good¬ 
will  of  my  dweller  in  the  bufh.  It  is  as  though  he 
had  faid,  44  Did  thy  good-will  bring  thee  down 
44  from  heaven  to  earth,  I  may  afk  any  think  now  ? 
44  Was  the  vihon  of  my  incarnate  God  fo  fweet  in 
<c  the  wildernefs,  fo  wonderful,  fo  exceeding  pre- 
fl‘  cious  ?  Thou  art  God  ftill,,  and  thy  good-will  is 
46  yet  the  fame.  Was  the  church  preferved  of  old 
“  by  thy  good-will?  Much  more  fhall  it  be  fo 
44  now/  It  muft  be  well  with  all  fuch  as  have  an 
intereft  in  this  great  good-will,  for  God  has  added 
another  pillar  for  their  faith,  and  another  obligation 
to  his  own  faithfutnefs  and  covenant  mercy.  Now 
how  is  it  that  believers  have  communion  with  Chriffc 
in  this  his  grace?  Surely  by  living  upon  it,  by  re¬ 
ceiving  of  his  fulnefs,  and  by  living  up  to  it  too. 
IViththee  is  the  fountain  of  life ,  therefore  let  thy  de¬ 
fires  be  ever  flowing.  The  image  of  Chrift  is  what 
believers  are  to  be  changed  into  from  glory  to 
glory;  then  there  is  always  matter  for  faith,  foun¬ 
dation  for  hope,  ground  of  comfort.  Alas,  many 
of  us  have  no  more  peace,  light,  joy,  holinefs, 
becaufe  we  fit  down  and  reft  in  what  we  have, 
without  looking  farther  ;  whereas  we  fhould  go  in 
every  duty  for  a  frefh  difcovcry  of  Chrift’s  good- 
will. .  The  well  is  deep  and  full.  There  was  good-* 
will  in  confenting  to  covenant  terms,  good-will  in 
fulfilling  them.  Grace  in  Chrift’s  humbled  ftate, 
grace  in  his  exalted  (late,  good-will  from  the  cradle 
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to  the  crofs,  in  all  his  fufferings,  in  all  his  tempta¬ 
tions,  in  all  his  reproaches,  for  he  fuffered  the  con - 
tradition  of  /inner  s  againfl  him f elf ^  that  by  confider- 
ing;  him  when  thou  art  in  like  circumftances, 
thou  fhouldeft  neither  be  weary  nor  faint  in  thy 
mind ,  Heb.  xii.  3.  Grace  in  Chrift’s  exceeding  glo¬ 
rious  (late,  for  he  is  gone  to  heaven  as  our  forerunner. 
Now  faith  has  a  (harp  eye,  it  fees  diftant  things  ex¬ 
ceeding  clear,  it  is  a  large  hand  of  faith.  But  the 
believer  never  fees  all  that  is  in  Chrift  •,  when  he 
looks  again,  there  is  more  to  be  feen,  more  to  be 
received,  more  to  be  enjoyed  :  And  the  life  of  a 
Cbriftian  (hould  be  fpent  in  receiving  from  Chrift 
and  returning  to  him.  Seek  clearer,  (weeter,  more 
manifeftations  of  this  good-will  of  him  that  dwelt  in 
the  bufh. 

I  thought  to  have  gone  through  the  fubjeft,  but 
fhall  leave  the  Lift  general,  and  inftead  thereof  con¬ 
clude  with  two  things. 

I.  Shew  when  believers  fliould  more  efpecially 
dwell  on  the  good-will  of  Chrift  in  their  me¬ 
ditations  and  prayers.  And, 

II.  Shew  what  encouragements  they  have  to  feek 
larger  manifeftations  of  it,  as  Mofes  did. 

To  the  firft,  I  anfwer  in  three  particulars. 

1.  When  all  men  fpeak  well  of  thee,  feek  this 
good-will.  When  all  things  go  eafy  and  well  with 
thee,  all  men  fpeak  well  of  thee-,  look,  inquire, 
where  is  Chrift  ?  Is  he  near?  Lord,  what  of  thy 
love  do  I  fee  An  this,  what  of  thy  grace  in  that 
bleffing?  Is  the  mount  pkafant,  purely  becaufe  I 
am  in  the  mount,  lifted  up  fomething  higher  than 
I  was  before  ?  or  am  1  there  hearing  that  delight¬ 
ful  voice,  and  feeing  that  excellent  glory  I  have 
heretofore  feen  and  heard  ?  Do  not  value  comforts, 
frames,,  enlargements,  for  their  own  fake;  but 
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value  them  in  their  relation  to  Chrift.  If  all  men 
fpealc  well  of  thee,  and  Chrift  anfwers  thee  not  by 
Urim  or  Dreams,  that  is,  hides  his  face  in  ordi¬ 
nances,  at  facraments,  in  prayerand  fellowlhip,  what 
does  all  avail?  Set  up  all  the  candles  that  were  ever 
made,  you  cannot  make  a  fun  of  them.  Chrift’sgrace 
and  good-will,  let  thefe  be  firft  in  every  thing.  It 
is  fad,  that  the  fmile  of  a  creature  fhould  fo  often 
occupy  the  room  of  Chrift  1  That  we  fhould  be  fo 
exceedingly  glad  becaufe  of  the  gourd,  and  forget 
the  beauty,  fulnefs,  glory  of  the  giver,  who  fliews 
but  his  back  parts  in  thole  outward,  fenfible  repre- 
fentations  of  himfelf.  Chrift  is  a  lily  for  beauty,  a 
rofe  forfragrancy,  a  fun  for  light,  G? c.  but  remember 
he  infinitely  and  eternally  excels  them  all ;  where¬ 
fore  feek  his  good-will  above  all. 

2.  When  men  and  friends  fpeak  evil  of  thee, 
then  look  to  this  good-will,  and  confider  it  as  the 
good-will  of  him  that  dwelt  in  the  burning  bujh. 
Does  Chrift  fmile  ?  Is  there  peace  within  ?  No  mat¬ 
ter  then  what  thy  reproach  is  from  men.  cIhe  re¬ 
proaches  of  them  that  reproached  thee  fell  upon  me> 
lays  Chrift,  therefore  he  will  roll  off  thine,  and  brin* 
forth  thy  judgment  as  the  light.  Chrift  buffered  re¬ 
proach,  therefore  he  knows  feelingly  how  to  com¬ 
fort  under  it;  the  bulh  cannot  be  burnt  up  if  Je¬ 
hovah  the  God  of  Ifrael  be  in  it.  Fret  not  thy - 
felf  becaufe  of  him  who  profpereth  in  his  way ,  be¬ 
caufe  of  the  man  who  bringetb  wicked  devices  to  pafs 
Pfal.  xxxvii.  j.  Is  Chrift  with  thee?  Sweet  is  the 
trial  then,  and  his  prefence  is  fweeter  than  if  thou 
hadft  not  endured  it,  for  fomeof  Chrift’s  grace,  his 
good-will  towards  thee,  had  then  been  loft"  What 
a  glory  have  feme  feen  in  thefe  two  texts!  He  en¬ 
dured  fuch  contr adiSiion  of  fmners  arainfl  himfelf 
The  other  is.  Neither  did  his  brethren  Jr  kinsfolks 
beneve  on  him.  Chrift’s  enemies  were  thofe  of  his 
own  houfe ;  the  Devil  cars  make  ufe  of  faints  to 
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grieve  and  difttefs  thee,  but  does  not  thy  beloved 
endure  this  every  day  from  thee,  and  yet  hath  a 
good-will  towards  thee  fttll  ?  Think  on  my  text 
under  the  ill-will  of  men,  and  even  friends 

3.  Think  on  this  good-will  when  thou  haft  ill- 
will,  or  at  lead  ill-thoughts  towards  thyfelf.  Sure, 
fays  the  foul,  I  am  an  hypocrite,  I  have  no  grace, 
how  can  it  be  ?  What  was  there  in  fuch  a  prayer, 
fuch  a  duty  ?  Obferve,  Chrift  dwelt  in  the  bufh ,  in 
the  bramble,  vmt  in  the  cedar.  Perhaps  that  duty 
thou  defpifeft  ’  moft,  he  refpedls  moft.  Broken 
language  is  very  fweet  to  him,  when  it  comes  from 
a  broken  he£rt.  Sighs  go  a  great  way  towards 
deliverance.-  For  the  oppreffion  of  the  poor ,  for  the 
fighing  of  the  needy ,  now  will  I  arife ,  faith  the  Lord> 
Ifai.  xii,  5,  Wo  to  the  oppreffor  when  God  arifes, 
be  he  either  (inner  or  faint !  Believers  do  not  always 
aft  as  luch ;  but  when  thy  frames  are  lowed  and 
thy  troubles  higheft,  Chrift’s  good-will  is  yet  the 
fame  :  His  righteoufnefs  and  the  acceptation  of  his 
perfon  and  work  in  heaven  are  the  fame,  and  here¬ 
in  thou  ftandeft,  and  in  nothing  elfe:  And  for  the 
good-will  of  kirn  that  dwelt  in  the  bufh. 

II.  I  am  to  (hew  what  encouragements  believers 
have  to  feck  large  manifeftations  of  this  good-will. 

1.  It  is  the  good-will  of  God,  and  TEHOVAH’s 
thoughts  are  not  as  our  thoughts •,  he  is  abundant 
in  gcodnefs  and  truth ;  wherefore  always  in  prayer 
put  in  for  fomething  beyond  what  thou  canft  fee  in 
the  promife,  for  he  will  do  infinitely  beyond  what 
his  people  can  alitor  think:. 

2.  It  is  good- will  which  Chrift  is  refolved  upon 
'(hewing  forth.  He  appeared  to  Mofes  in  the  bufh 
for  that  end,  that  he  might  difcover  his  great  love 
and  good  will  to  a  poor,  ruined,  perifhing  church. 
It  is  a  thing  pleafing  in  his  fight,  that  thou  fliouldft 
be  ever  receiving  of  his  fulnejs. 

3.  Yoyr 
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3.  Your  own  unworthinefs  is  fet  afide  by  him. 
What  fo  defpicable  as  a  bramble-bufh,  what  fo  vile 
as  man’s  nature  now  fallen  r  Yet  Chrift  took  upon 
him  our  nature  at  the  worft,  with  all  its  fufferings, 
miferies  and  weaknefs :  'The  word  was  madefle/h ,  to 
denote  the  aftoniftiing  condefcenfion  of  the  Son  of 
God.  As  for  your  iniquities  therefore,  he  will  purge 
them  away.  Once  more, 

'  4.  Why  fhould  not  thy  God  be  faithful  to  you, 
when  he  has  been  fo  to  all  his  faints  ?  The  fire  did 
not  confume  the  church,  file  throve  in  Egypt ;  and 
the  more  they  were  opprefied  the  more  they  grew. 
Be  your  trials  what  they  will,  there  is  fome  light 
in  them.  Affli&ions  are  for  our  profit  j  by  them 
God  tries  us,  by  them  we  alfo  try  him  ;  feek  the 
good-will  of  Chrift  the  more,  and  be  it  enjoyed  but 
in  one  prayer,  one  ordinance,  affure  thyfelf  thou 
art  better  by  that  affliftion.  All  bleflings  are  com¬ 
prehended  and  fummed  up  in  this,  And  for  the 
good-will  of  him  that  dwelt  in  the  bujk . 
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'And  for  the  good-will  of  him  that  dwelt 

in  the  bujh . 


F”|Hi  H  E  doctrinal  obfervation  from  the  words 
is  this, 

Doct.  The  favour  or  gccd-will  of  Chrift,  who  of 
old  dwelt  with  Mofes  in  the  bufh,  is  to  be  fought  by 
believers,  as  the  g* eateft  and  beft  of  all  blriftngs. 

In  diicourfing  of  which,  I  propofed  four  things, 

l 

J.  To  fhew  what  this  -good-will  is,  and  whofe 
it  is. 

II.  Why  it  is  called,  the  good-will  of  him  that 

dwelt  in  the  hujh. 

III.  How,  or  in  what  manner  this  good-will  is 
to  be  fought. 

Fir  ft.  It  is  to  be  fought  as  a  blefiing  diftinct  from, 
and  over  and  above  what  the  Father  hath  promifed, 
on  his  part,  in  the  everlafting  covenant. 

Secondly,  It  is  to  be  fought  as  what  alone  can 
give  life  and  liberty  to  the  believer  in  all  adts  of 
gofpel-worfhip*  , 

*  Thirdly, 
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Thirdly,  It  is  to  be  fought  with  great  expecta¬ 
tion  and  hope. 

Fourthly,  This  good-will  is  to  be  fought  in  the 
higher  manifeftations  and  a  fweeter  experience  of  it 
from  day  to  day.  It  is  faid  of  believeis  ol  old, 

-  they  go  from  jlrength  to  jlrength  *,  and  it  is  as  becom¬ 
ing  a  frame  now,  as  it  was  then*  In  every  duty, 
in  every  ordinance,  you  Ihould  go  tor  a  farther 
difcovery  and  manifeftation  of  this  good-will :  And 
I  have  alfo  (hewn,  when  believers  fhould  more 
efpecially  dwell  on  this  good-will  of  Chrift  in  their 
meditations  and  prayers :  As  alfo  what  encourage¬ 
ments  they  have  to  feek  large  manifeftations  of 
it. 

There  is  but  one  thing  remains,  which,  as  God 
helps,  I  would  make  the  fubjeftof  the  prefent  difr 
courfe.  Namely, 

IV.  Wherein  confifts  the  greatnefs  of  the  blef- 
fing,  which  renders  it  fo  well  worthy  of  all  our 
feeking.  And  to  this  I  anfwer  : 

Firft,  The  good-will  of  Chrift,  who  of  old  dwelt 
in  the  hufh ,  lies  at  the  foundation  of  every  other 
bleffing.  Men  Jhall  be  blejfed  in  him ,  all  nations  Jhall 
call  him  blejfed ,  Pfalm  Ixxii.  17.  God  the  Father  ha# 
not  a  Angle  hlelTing  to  beftow,  out  of  Chrift,  the 
fon  of  his  love.  All  acceptation  of  our  perfon  is 
in  the  beloved,  and  all  fpiritual  communion  is  by 
him  ;  through  him  we  have  an  accefs  by  one  Spirit  un¬ 
to  the  Father ,  Ephef.  ii.  18.  True,  there  may  be 
the  precious  things  of  the  earth,  and  the  fulnefs 
thereof,  to  them  that  know  nothing  of  God  or 
of  Chrift,  but  there  is  the  curie  in  them.  As  many 
as  are  under  the  law,  be  their  circumftances,  condi¬ 
tions,  relations  in  life  what  they  will,  they  are  un¬ 
der  the  curfe,  condemned  men  in  hwT,  referved  for 
execution  a  little  while  hence;  And  what  would  all 
■  this  world  avail  a  poor  criminal  under  fentence  x>f 
‘death,  who  knows  not  but  the  morrow  may  be  cxe- 

A  a  4  cution- 
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cation-day  ?  They  that  trufi  in  their  wealth ,  and 
loaf  themfelves  in  the  multitude  of  their  riches  •,  none 
of  them  can  by  any  means  redeem  bis  brother,  nor  give 
to  God  a  ranfom  for  him,  Pfalm  xlix.  6,  7.  The 
day  is  coming  when  none  but  ChriH,  an  whole 
Chrift,  will  be  deemed  a  por  ion  fufficient  for  an 
immortal  foul.  Seek  firjl  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his 
rigkteoujnefs :  This  is  the  one  thing  needful.  The 
good-will  of  Chrift  is  the  foundation  of  every  Other 
bleiftng. 

Secondly,  Every  other  blefllng  is  comprehended 
in  this.  If  Chi  iff  be  thine,  all  is  thine.  Art  thou 
at  peace  with  him  ?  He  will  make  a  covenant  fcr 
thee,  with  the  beajls  of  the  field,  and  with  the  fowls  of 
heaven,  and  with  the  creeping  things  of  the  earth  •, 
all  o’her  thi.  gs  fhall  be  at  peace  with  you  ;  at  lead, 
he  will  break  the  bow  and  the  fword ,  and  the  battle 
for  thy  fake,  fo  that  no  weapon  formed  againfi  thee 
J fhall prcfper,  Hofeaii.  18.  When  God  comes  to 
blefs  a  poor  foul  in  Chrift,  he  gives  him  all  thi  ngs. 
Ephef.  i.  3.  Bleffed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Herd 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  hath  bleffed  us  with  all  fpiritml 
bleff.no s  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift ;  pardon,  and 
peace’  and  acceptance,  and  grace,  and  comfort  here, 
all  bleftings  of  a  fpiritual  kind,  fuch  as  lead  to 
heaven  and  happinds,  and  eternal  life  and  glory 
icfelf  hereafter.  He  that  overcometh  f hall  inherit  all 
things,  and  I  vnll  be  ms  God,  and  he  Jha.l  be  my 
/h»,°Kev.  xxi.  7  fo  that  there  is  no  need  to  glean 
in  another  field  :  If  God  h.s  given  you  all  fpintual 
biefiin°s  in  the  grofs,  whoever  will  may  take  what 
is  left  T  The  earth  he  hath  given  to  the  children  of 
men.  Let  it  go  and  welcome,  fays  the  faint,  fo 
jorg  as  die  heav,  n  of  heavens  is  the  Lord’s,  and 
this  glorious  and  blefled  Lord  is  mine.  He  is  God 
all- Sufficient,  or  of  mam  paps y  for  thus  fome  derive 
the  word  Shflddai  in  Gen.  xvii.  1.  he  has  paps  of 

confolatlon 
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confolation  for  his  faints  to.  fuck  at  to  all  eternity. 
The  fum  of  ail  bleflednefs  is  wrapped  up  in  this 
good-will  and  gracious  acceptation  of  the  Mediator  ; 
this  is  what  Flofies  is  exprefs  in  heie,  and  what  Paul 
followed  on  to  know,  though  it  is  fuch,  he  tells  us, 
as  pajfetb  knowledge.  Jnd  to  know  the  love  of  Chrift 
which  pajfetb  knowledge ,  that  ye  might  be  filled  with 
all  the  fuinefs  of  God ,  Ephef.  iii.  19. 

Four  things  there  are  which  make  this  love  and 
good-will  of  Chrift  fo  precious  to  believers. 

1.  It  is  the  love  and  good-wiil  of  God.  Hence 
it  hath  in  it  an  infinite  fuinefs,  it  has  heights  and 
depths,  and  lengths  and  breadths,  Ephef.  iii.  18.  It 
is  beyond  what  thou  canft  alk  or  think  :  Fear  not , 
thou  worm  Jacob ,  and  ye  men  of  Ifrael:  I  will  help 
thee ,  faith  Jehovah  thy  redeemer ,  Ifa.  xli.  14.  I  am 
God ,  not  man  •,  this  is  the  bottom  of  the  Tinner’s 
confolation,  Jehovah  dwelt  in  the  bu(h.  Were  there 
not  everlafting  righteoulhefs,  everlafting  ftrength, 
everlafting  grace,  and  confolation,  in  our  dear  re¬ 
deemer,  that  infinite  guilt  which  there  is  in  your 
fins  and  mine,  would  fink  us  into  confufion  and 
endlefs  defpair.  How  could  our  wants  be  known  to 
Chrift,  or  fupplied  by  him,  if  he  were  not  the  man, 
God's  fellow?  Zech.  xiii.  7.  poflfefied  of  infinite  know¬ 
ledge,  grace  and  mercy.  “  If  there  were  no  more 
“  grace  for  me,  than  can  be  treafured  up  in  a  mere 
“  man,  I  fliould  rejoice  (fays  great  Dr.  Owen)  my 
“  portion  might  be  under  the  rocks  and  mountains.” 

2.  It  is  the  love  and  good  will  of  him  that  is  man 
as  well  as  God,  therefore  there  is  in  it  infinite  fuit- 
ablenefs  and  fweetnefs.  Not  acircumftance  of  for- 
row  and  diftrefs  the  believer  is  in,  but  Chrift  felt 
it  in  his  human  nature,  when  he  was  fulfilling  all 
righteoufnefs  :  I  am  among  you ,  fays  Chrift,  as  he 
that ferveth ;  he  knows  our  forrows,  by  bearing  them; 
and  all  our  manifold  temptations,  by  being  tempted 
like  as  we  are ,  only  without  fin .  Thy  griefs. are  all, 

not 
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not  only  of  his  appointing  but  trying;  thy  croffes 

of  his  meafuring,  as  well  as  ordering  and  over-rulin<»- 

anc  O  that  feeling  which  he  has  of  thy  infirmities’ 
makes  him  Very  tender  and  compaffionate,  and 
full  of  bowels.  Simon,  Simon ,  Satan  bath  defined  to 
have  thee,  that  he  may  fifty hee  as  wheat,  but  1  have 
frayed  for  thee,  that  thy  faith  fail  not,  Luke  xxii.  xu 
fall  thou  mud,  to  teach  thee  to  be  fober  and  vmi- 
ant;-  but  1 11  recover  thee  again,  thy  faith  lhall  n°ot 
fad  Jehovah  dwelt  in  the  bufh ;  our  vile  nature  has 
God  dwelling  in  it,  that  the  glorious  perfon  that 
aliumeo  it,  might  give  grace  and  mercy  to  help  in 
time  of  need,  as  having  been  a  fellow-fufferer  with 
us  in  his  humbled  date  :  This  makes  the  love  of 
Chrut  precious  to  the  faints. 

3-  This  good-will  admits  of  no  change.  The 
favour  of  creatures  is  a  vain  thing ;  they° love  to¬ 
day,  and  hate  to-morrow,  but  the  favour  of  Chrift 
endureth  for  ever.  -  The  God  with  whom,  believer 
thou  haft  trufted  thy  all,  thy  foul,  body,  circum- 
ftances,  reputation,  &e.  is  a  tried  God,  and  a  Savi¬ 
our.  There  is  no  living  upon  the  fmiles  of  a  crea¬ 
ture  ;  they  are  like  a  fummer’s  brook;  they  fend 
him  away  deceived  and  afhamed :  The  thirfty  tra¬ 
veller  comes  to  it  with  great  expedition,  but  there 
is  no  water.  Not  fo  the  good -will  here  fpoken  of: 
Peace  I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you ;  not 
as  the  world '  giveth,  give  I  unto  you,  John  xiv.  27. 
Chi  ill  s  affedion  is  ever  the  fame,  beeft  thou  on 
the  mount,  or  in  the  valley  ;  though  the  manifefta- 
tion  of  it  is  referved  ufually  for  times  of  fpecial  for- 
row,  temptation,  heart-reproaches,  wherein  the 
world  and  all  creatures  put  together,  cannot  help 
thee;  yea,  for  fuch  times,  when  the  world  is  fee 
againft  thee  ;  when  my  father  and  mother  forfake  me, 
then  the  Lord  will  take  me  up,  Pfalm  xxvii.  1  o.  This 
poor  burning  bufh  is  not  confumed,  becaufe  G  d  is 
in  it,  the  unchanging,  everlafting  God,  who  is  then 
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readied  to  help*  when  poor  humbled  opprefled  louls 
are  mod  in  need.  The  good-will  of  thrift  is  unto  the 
end9  he  reds  in  it*  it  is  without  lelTemng,  or  change* 
therefore  fo  precious  to  the  faints.  Again, 

4.  The  good-will  of  Chrid  is  fruitful  and  com¬ 
municative.  No  fooner  does  the  Chridian  groan, 
than  he  hears  :  /  have  feen *  I  have  feen  the  affliction 
of  my  people  which  are  in  Egypt ,  and  have  heard  their 
cry  by  reafon  of  their  tajk-majlers  ;  for  I  know  their 
forrews ,  Exod.  iii.  7.  A  man  may  love  another  as 
his  own  foul*  yet  that  love  of  his  cannot  help  him  ; 
he  may  pity,  and  bemoan  him  in  mifery*  but  all 
his  pity  cannot  give  him  eafe.  Abraham  defired. 
Ifhmael  might  live  before  God ,  Gen.  xvii.  18.  but  he 
could  not  defire  grace  into  his  heart.  But  the  good* 
will  of  him  that  dwelt  in  the  bufhy  always  brings  to 
thy  heart  the  good  it  willeth,  pardon,  peace, 
drength,  comfort,  joy,  and  heaven  itfelf  at  lad# 
It  brings  fan&ification  and  falvation  too;  every  pro- 
mife  thou  had  under  any  trial,  it  is  the  fruit  of 
this  good-will ;  every  cleanfing  of  confcience  thou 
had,  after  any  filth  gathered  in  thy  walk,  it  comes 
from  this  good-will;  every  grace  thou  art  quick¬ 
ened  to  the  exercife  of,  hence  it  arifes,  even  from 
the  good-will  of  Chrid.  He  fird  purchafed  it,  and 
then  wills  it,  and  he  lives  to  fee  his  own  tedament 
executed.  Whatever  thou  needed  here,  or  hereaf¬ 
ter,  this  good-will  will  give  it  in,  in  its  feafon* 
Thy  Jefus  keeps  nothing  for  himfelf,  his  favour  is 
fruitful  and  communicative,  he  is  head  over  all 
things  to  the  church,  which  is  his  body ;  he  fills 
all  and  every  faint,  in  all  their  wants,  hungerings, 
and  expectations.  Open  thy  mouth ,  fays  he,  and  I 
will  fill  it ,  Pfalm  lxxxi.  10.  I  am  the  God  of  Abra¬ 
ham  ^  Ifaac  and  Jacob f  In  fpeaking  that  one  fen- 
tence,  thy  God  fays  all  things. 

On  thcfe  accounts,  the  good-will  of  Chrid  is  fa 
precious  to  the  faints.  I  go  on  to  a  third  thing, 

tending; 
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tending  to  open  the  greatnefs  of  this  bleffing,  which 
renders  it  fo  well  worthy  of  all  our  feeking. 

Thirdly,  Not  only  is  this  precious  good-will  of 
Chrifl.  the  founda  ion  of  every  other  blefling,  and 
that  which  comprehends  every  other  bleffing  ;  but 
it  is  alio  needful  to  make  our  other  bleflings,  bleflings 
indeed.  The  creature,  in  all  its  variety°and  abun¬ 
dance,  has  no  fweetnefs,  no  bleffing  in  it,  have  what 
the  covenant  puts  into  it.  Therefore  when  Mofes 
enumerates  all  the  good  things,  which  heaven  and 
earth  give,  he  adds  this  one,  to  make  them  all  of 
figmficancy  and  importance,  and  for  the  good-will 
of  him  who  dwelt  in  the  bufh  ;  that  which  denomi¬ 
nates  any  thing  we  enjoy  of  the  creatures,  a  bleffing, 
is  the  favour  and  good-will  of  God  in  beftowing 
it  •,  if  it  come  not  from  love,  we  have  it  only  in 
common  with  the  reft  of  the  world,  to  whom  it 
jnay  be  a  trap,  a  fnare,  and  an  occafion  to  fall. 
Deut.  vh.  12,  13.  Wherefore  it  /hail  come  to  pafs,  if 
ye  hearken  to  thefe  judgments,  and  keep  and  do  them, 
that  the  Lor d  thy  God J hall  keep  unto  thee  the  covenant , 
and  the  mercy  which  he  j ware  unto  thy  fathers  \  and 
he  will  love  thee  and  blefs  ihee ,  and  multiply  thee  -,  he 
will  alfo  blefs  the  fruit  of  thy  womb ,  and  the  fruit  of 
thy  land ,  thy  corn  and  thy  wine,  and  thine  oil,  the  in- 
creafe  of  thy  kine,  and  the  flocks  of  thy  fheep,  in  the  land 
which  he  f ware  unto  thy  fathers  to  give  thee.  Thou 
jhalt  be  blefled  above  all  people.  It  is  G;  d’s  covenant 
and  hearty  love,  and  good-will,  which  makes  thele 
things  bleflings  indeed.  The  whole  world  cannot 
fatisfy  a  foul  without  this:  Men  may  be  in  ftraits 
in  the  abundance  of  their  poffiffions ;  have,  and 
never  enjoy  be  crying,  who  will  flew  me  ary  g  od  ? 
When  one  would  think  all  the  good  of  the  creature 
is  prefled  out  to  them,  and  running  over,  yet  who 
will  flew  me  any  good  ?  They  fee  nothing  worth  cal¬ 
ling  fo,  in  what  they  have  already:  Now,  whence 
is  this?  It  ariles  from  a  want  of  God,  and  Chnft, 
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and  covenant-love,  and  good*  will,  to  put  a  fweetnefs 
and  relifli  into  creature-comforts,  and  to  make  up 
all  creature-deficiencies.  Ah  ah  dies,  though  at  the 

head  of  a  kingdom,  becaufe  he  wants  Naboth's  vine¬ 
yard  ;  David ,  in  the  midft  of  a  wildernefs,  has  no 
want,  becaufe  the  Lord  was  his  Jhepherd.  Love  in 
the  purchafe,  and  love  in  the  gift,  let  a  believer 
but  fee  thefe,  and  creature-comforts  always  come 
with  a  bleffing.  The  world  would  be  nothing  in  a 
believer’s  inventory,  were  he  not  firft  to  fee  ChTifl: 
his  *,  this  puts  a  value  upon  every  other  bleffing. 
Children,  and  friends,  and  health,  and  riches,  and 
honours ;  it  is  the  good-will  of  Chrijl  that  dwelt  in 
the  buflo,  which  fandtifies  and  fweetens  all  •,  without 
this  every  thing  that  is  good  would  be  miffing. 
Onc-e  more. 

Fourthly,  The  good-will  of  Chrift  is  a  blefiing 
infinitely  better  than  all  outward  hi ejfings,  and  makes 
up  the  lofs  of  all.  Paul  had  no  friend  left,  when  he 
rnoft  needed  friends:  What  then  was  his  comfort, 
hisfupport?  Why,  the  Lord  was  with  him ,  and 
firengtkened  him .  2  Tim.  iv.  16.  At  my  firft  anfwer, 
[before  Nero ]  no  man  flood  with  me,  but  all  men  for- 
fookme  : — vnotwithjlanding  the  Lord  flood  with  me  and 
(Irengthened  me .  Believers  of  old  took  patiently  the 
spoiling  of  their  goods,  and  the  torturing  of  their  bo¬ 
dies-,  now,  what  encouraged  them  fo  to  do  ?  Out¬ 
ward  encouragements  they  had  none  ;  it  wasa/<?tf£~ 
ingtojefus ,  and  his  good-will  towards  them,  who 
endured  the  contradiction  of  /inner s  again jl  kimfelf \ 
Hence  alfo  the  church  fpeaks  in  the  ftrongelt  adtings 
of  faith;  Habak „  iii.  17.  Although  the  fig  tree Jhall 
not  blojfom,  neither  Jhall  fruit  be  in  the  vines,  the  la¬ 
bour  of  the  olive  Jhall  fail,  and  the  field  Jhall  yield  no 
mr£\  the  flock  Jhall  be  cut  off  from  the  fold ,  and  there 
Jhall  be  no  herd  in  the  flails  *,  (though  the  dreams  of 
all  creature-comforts  be  cut  off)  yet  will  I  rejoice  in 
the  Lord,  I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  falvation .  Liv¬ 
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ing  and  dying  God’s  covenant  fupports ;  the  ora. 
cious  acceptation  and  good-will  of  Jehovah  %at 
dwelt  in  the  hujh ,  carries  the  foul  far  beyond  diftrefs 
and  fear.  If  Chrift  do  but  reveal  this  his  love,  the 
wrath  of  all  men  on  earth  put  together  vanilhes  into 
fmcke.  Tribulation ,  diftrefs ,  perfection,  famine , 
peril,  fword,  Paul  glories  in  them  all.  In  all  things , 
iays  he,  we  are  more  than  conquerors,  but  it  is  thro' 
him  that  loved  us,  Rom.  vui,  Believers  aro 

heirs  under  age  ;  the  children  of  a  king  under  dif- 
guife  ;  fome  are  poor  in  circumftances  ;  others  low 
and  mean  as  to  their  capacities  and  improvements $ 
others  in  pain,  bondage  or  troubles,  it  may  be  the 
world  owns  them  not,  and  their  own  mothers  fons 
are  angry  with  them,  and  look  cool  upon  them  ;  as 
to  the  precious  fruits  brought  forth  by  the  fun,  and 
for  the  precious  things  put  forth  by  the  moon,  they 
know  little  of  them  but  by  hear-fay  i  fdowever, 
thzt  foul  of  blefiings,  the  good-will  of  him  that  dwelt 
in  the  bujh ,  vifits  and  revives  them.  No  matter 
what  the  place  be  the  foul  is  in  ;  To  this  man,  fays 
Chrift,  will  I  look,  who  is  of  a  contrite  fpirit ,  and 
that  trembleth  at  my  word ;  Chrift  hath  but  few  to 
fhew  his  refpedt  to,  that  are  of  Cce far's  houfhold  ; 
but  wherever  the  place  is,  there  the  blefling  is, 
and  none  can  fay  the  greatnefs  and  fweetnels  of  it, 
but  fuch  as  have  enjoyed  it ;  it  fills  the  foul  with  joy 
unfpeakable.  The  grace,  and  good-will  of  Chrift 
to  be  wholly  thine,  and  thine  for  ever  ;  it  paffeth 
knowledge,  it  is  referved  for  an  hereafter,  fo  to  know 
it,  as  to.be  latisfied  with  it :  1  Jhall  be  faiisfiedwhen 
1  awake  with  thy  likenefs,  Pfalm  xvii.  15. 

Upon  thele  confiderations,  the  good-will  of  him 
that  dwelt  in  the  bufio,  is  worthy  to  be  fought  above 
and  beyond  all  other  things.  A  few  Ufes  fhall 
clof'e  the  whole. 

Use  1.  What  a  foolifh  choice  do  mofi:  men  make ! 
Chrift  and  his  good-will  are  laft  thought  of  by  the 
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natural  man.  The  things  which  are  feett,  thefe  in- 
grofs  the  heart,  and  carry  the  whole  ftream  of  his 
affe&ions  after  them :  Man!  paufe  awhile.  This 
world,  is  it  as  eafily  got,  as  it  is  greedily  fought 
after  ?  Or  canft  thou  keep  riches  when  thou  haft 
them,  that  they  fly  not  from  thee  ?  Or  is  there  rejl 
in  riches,  if  thou  canft  keep  them  ?  Mayit  thou  not 
hear  a  voice,  as  thoufands  have  done,  Thou  fool.,  this 
night  fall  thy  J oul  be  required  of  thee ?  And  what  will  - 
this  world  appear,  when  thou  art  called  to  lanch. 
into  eternity  ?  Canft  thou  bribe  or  deceive  thy 
judge  ?  or  canft  thou  dwell  with  devouring  flames? 
or  haft  thou  a  friend  above  ?  Think  on  thefe  things 
before  it  be  too  late.  Repentance  is  too  late  when 
time  is  ended. 

Use  2.  Hence  you  fee  why  Chrift  is  fo  loved  by 
every  believing  foul.  It  is  becaufe  all  that  can  be 
defired  is  in  his  perfon  and  good-will.  He  is  fairer 
than  the  fans  of  men ;  grace  is  poured  into  his  lips . 
God  and  man  in  one  perfon;  a  portion  thou  mayft 
live  upon  to  all  eternity.  Who  can  fee  the  Son  of 
God  bowing  under  God’s  wrath,  or  indeed  united 
to  man’s  nature,  and  not  fall  down  and  admire, 
and  adore,  and  love  him  ?  He  who  has  fliewn  his 
great  good-will  in  his  covenant-agreement,  his 
coming  into  the  world,  his  obeying  and  dying  here 
as  our  furety,  yea  our  curfe,  for  be  was  made  a  cur fe 
for  us;  who  can  by  an  eye  of  faith  fee  all  this,  and 
not  find  his  heart  more  firmly  knit  to  the  blefied 
Jefus,  Whom ,  fays  the  Apoftle,  having  not  feen,  ye 
love ;  in  whom  though  now  ye  fee  him  not ,  yet  believ¬ 
ing ,  ye  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory , 
1  Pet.  i.  8.  And  the  Pfalmijt ,  upon  a  view  of  this 
his  care  and  good-will,  fays,  Whom  have  1  in  heaven 
but  thee?  And  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  /  dejire 
bejides  thee.  My  flejh  and  my  heart  faileth ;  but  God 
is  the  Jlrength  of  my  heart ,  and  my  portion  for  ever , 
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Pfalm  Ixxiii.  25,  2 6.  No  wonder  then  that  Chrift 
is  fo  loved  by  his  faints. 

Use  3,  If  this  good-will  be  fo  great,  let  it  be 
fought  by  thee,  O  finner.  Seek  it,  for  it  is  thy  life ; 
1  thou  haft  not  a  Chrift,  thou  art  ruined  for  ever. 
The  good-will  of  the  creature  goes  but  a  very  little 
way  towards  heaven  ;  thy  parents  defires  and  pray¬ 
ers  will  not  do,  if  thou  feekeft  it  not  thyfelf.  Re¬ 
ligion  is  a  perfonal  thing  y  and  remember  this  is 
free,  good-will,  and  fure  that  is  encouraging  to  feek; 
^Tbis  is  the  accepted  time ,  this  is  the  dciy  of  f&lvation^ 
^  Cor#  vi,  2.  Behold ,  I  ft  and  at  the  door ,  and  knock: 
If  any  man  hear  my  voice ,  and  open  the  door ,  1  will 
come  in  to  him>  and  will  fup  with  him ,  and  he  with 
we ,  Rev.  iii.  20. 

Use  4.  Is  this  good-will  fo  great  ?  Do  you  alfo 
who  believe  make  it  your  chief  concern  to  know 
and  enjoy  more  of  it. 

You  have  heard  what  precious  encouragements 
are  given  you  to  this  end.  It  is  the  good-will  of 
God.  It  is  what  he  is  refolved  upon  (hewing  forth. 
Your  unworthinefs  is  fet  afide  by  him  in  this  mat¬ 
ter:  And  it  is  good-will  which  has  been  fhewn  to 
all  his  faints ;  and  why  (hould  not  thy  God  be  faith¬ 
ful  to  thee,  when  he  has  been  fo  to  all  his  in  their 
generations  ?  To  this  good-will  I  leave  you,  and 
add  no  more  on  this  fubjefh 
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SERMON  XXXI. 

r  1 

The  withdrawment  or  God’s  Spirit 
deprecated  as  the  worft  of  evils. 


Psalm  li.  1 1.  lad  claufe. 

■ - -And  take  not  thy  holy  Spirit  from  me . 

THIS  Pfalm  is  David’s  penitential  prayer  after 
his  great  fin  ;  and  in  it  there  are  all  the  ftir- 
rings  of  holy  affections  that  can  poflibly  be  exprefied. 
It  would  carry  me  too  far  away  from  my  defign  and 
aim  in  this  difcourfe,  were  I  to  go  over  this  pfalm, 
verfe  by  verfe,  and  Ihew  the  aCtings  of  his  Spirit  in 
each,  tiH  I  get  to  my  text :  This  I  fhall  therefore 
wholly  wave,  taking  notice  only  of  two  or  three  ob- 
fervations  which  offer  themfelvcs  from  the  title  of  it. 

'  -  *  1 

Observ.  i.  The  beft  of  faints  may  fall  into  the 
worft  of  fins.  Corrupt  nature  is  the  fame  in  all 
That  it  does  not  (hew  icfelf  as  vilely  in  us  as  in 
others,  is  not  owing  to  any  goodnefs  in  us,  but  to 
the  preventing  power  and  reftraining  grace  of  God. 
Grace  is  no  felf- ailing  principle ;  former  experiences 
without  prefent  fuppliesof  the  Spirit,  will  not  keep 
a  believer  from  the  groflfeft  fins :  We  know  not 
what  we  are  till  we  are  tried.  When  the  wind  of 
temptation  comes,  it  blows  off  the  allies  that  were 
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upon  the  coals,  and  prefently  the  room  is  filled 
with  heat.  One  fin  leads  on  to  many  others:  Let 
him  that  thinketh  he  Jiandeth ,  take  heed  left  he  fall . 
David's  fin  is  recorded  as  a  caution  to  others. 

Observ.  2.  As  the  bed  of  faints  cannot  keep 
themfelves  from  falling,  fo  neither  can  they  raife 
themfelves  up  again  when  they  are  fallen.  Thou 
rrftoreft  my  fad ,  fays  the  Pfalmift,  Pfalm  xxiii.  3. 
David  lay  ftupid  and  fecure,  till  Nathan  the  prophet 
came  unto  him.  The  heart  grows  hardened  through 
the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin.  To  fin  againfl:  confidence,  is 
the  way  to  fear  confcience.  For  fmaller  fins  David’s 
heart  fmote  him  foon,  as  when  he  cut  off  Saul’s  fkirr, 
when  hefent  Joab  to  number  the  people,  but  now 
he  grows  fenfelefs;  all  tendernefs  of  confcience  is  gone  \ 
there  is  no  real  heart-acknowledgment  of  it  for  ma¬ 
ny  months :  Some  fuppofe  there  were  nine  months 
between  David’s  committing  the  fin,  and  his  repen¬ 
tance  of  it.  O  Sirs !  Do  not  prefume  upon  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  God,  the  (lability  of  the  covenant,  the  cer¬ 
tainty  of  your  recovery  out  of  the  fnare  of  the  devil, 
&c.  when  you  venture  upon  known  fins.  It  is  eafy 
falling  into  fin,  but  not  fo  eafy  to  rife  again  to  re¬ 
pentance.  Peter  s  fall  coft  him  many  tears  j  and 
David for  his  fin,  walked  foftly  ail  his  life  after. 

Observ.  3.  Where  repentance  is  fincere,  a  be¬ 
liever  matters  not  what  fhame  he  takes,  provided 
by  his  confeffion  glory  may  redound  to  God.  Be¬ 
fore,  David  hid  his  fin,  but  now  he  can  never  fpeak 
of  it  too  much.  It  is  ever  before  me ,  fays  he,  ver.  3. 
And,  as  Bifhop  Patrick  well  obferves  upon  the 
title  of  the  Pfalm,  “  To  make  himfelf  as  noto- 
rious  an  example  of  true  repentance,  as  he  had 
cc  been  of  foul  wicked nefi,  he  compofed  this  peni- 
CQ  tential  hymn,  and  fcnt  it  to  the  matter  of  mufic 
cc  in  the  tabernacle,  to  be  ufed  perpetually  there, 
as  a  teftimony  of  his  unfeigned  forrov  for  what 
he  had  done,  and  of  the  miferable  condition  he 
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“  thought  himfelf  in,  without  the  infinite  mercy 
“  of  God.”  True  repentance  always  breeds  felf- 
loathing.  Public  fins  always  call  for  public  hu¬ 
miliation  ;  and  the  believer  defires  and  approves, 
that  God  may  be  glorified,  when  his  people  are 
aggrieved  through  his  means.  Thefe  obfervations 
arife  from  the  title  of  the  pfalm  :  The  words  which 
I  ha-enow  read,  do,  as  it  were,  bring  both  parts 
of  the  prayer  together :  “  All  my  fin,  in  every 
“  ftep  and  degree  of  it,  fays  he,  arifes  from  hence ; 
“  God  has  taken  his  holy  Spirit  from  me ;  I  was 
“  left  to  myfeif  that  1  might  know  what  is  in  my 
“  own  heart ;  and,  Lord,  what  will  become  of  me 
“  for  the  future,  if  thou  cafteft  me  out  of  thy 
“  prefence  ?  If  thy  holy  Spirit  be  taken  from  me, 

“  I  am  undone  •,  I  am  unfit  for  every  duty  ;  I  fhall 
“  fall  by  every  temptation  ;  my  prefent  fenfe  of 
“  fin  will  foon  wear  off ;  David  will  be  found  again 
“  in  the  mire.  I  cannot  walk  with  God,  unaffifled 
“  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  Lord,  whatever  thou  de- 
“  nieft  me,  regard  me  in  this.  Let  me  have  thy 
“  prefence  and  Spirit  with  me,  thy  holy  Spirit; 

“  how  can  the  work  of  fanfti  ideation  be  promoted 
“  and  carried  on  in  me,  if  his  gracious,  powerful, 

“  efficacious  influences  are  denied  me  ?  Take  not 
“  thy  holy  Spirit  from  me.  Whatever  elfe  thou  takeft, 

“  continue  this  mercy.  My  children,  my  crown, 

“  my  life,  I  deferve  to  lofe  them  ail,  and  I  can 
**  part  with  them  ;  no  part  of  the  mefiage  which 
“  Nathan  hath  delivered,  but  1  can  fubmit  to ; 

“  only  grant  me  thy  Spirit.  Here,  Lord,  1  muft 
“  plead  tili  I  obcain.”  David ,  as  finful,  as  unwor¬ 
thy  as  he  knows  himfelf  to  be,  can  take  no  denial 
here.  My  ail  depends  upon  it : — And  take  not  thy 
holy  Spirit  from  me.  The  plain  obfervation  contained 
in  thefe  words  is  this : 

Observ.  No  lofs  is  fo  grieving  to  a  child  of  God, 
as  the  lofs  of  God’s  prefence  and  Spirit.  Or  thus : 
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Whatever  other  bleffing  God  removes,  the  fincere 
foul  cannot  bear  that  he  fhould  take  away  his  holy 
Spirit  from  him.  In  difeourfing  on  which,  as  God 
helps,  I  would,  do  three  things.  As, 

I.  Shew  you  what  it  is  for  God  to  takeaway  hij 
holy  Spirit,  as  exprelfed  in  the  text. 

II.  For  what  reafons,  or  on  what  account  he 
does  this. 

III.  Why  gracious  fouls  are  fo  earneft  with  God 
that  he  would  not  do  it.  And  fo  apply. 

I.  I  am  to  Ihew  what  it  is  for  God  to  take  away 
his  holy  Spirit,  as  exprelfed  in  the  text ;  or  what 
does  a  Chriftian  lofe,  when  he  lofes  the  Spirit  of 
God  ?  To  this  I  anfwer. 

1.  Not  an  intereft  in  the  favour  of  God,  nor  a 
ftanding  in  his  covenant.  Where  the  love  of  God  is 
once  fixed,  it  can  never  be  taken  away,  his  covenant 
is  ordered  in  all  things ,  and  Jure ,  2  Sam.  xxiii.  5. 
There  is  a  blelfed  neverthelefs  in  the  covenant  which 
fecures  the  love  of  God  to  a  believer’s  perfon,  not- 
withftanding  the  tokens  of  his  anger  againft  his 
fins,  Pfalm  Ixxxix.  30,31,  32,  33.  If  his  children 
forfake  my  law ,  and  walk  not  in  my  judgments  ;  if 
they  break  my  ftatutes ,  and  keep  not  my  commandments  : 
Lhen  will  1  vifit  their  tranfgrejfion  with  a  rod ,  and 
their  iniquities  with  Jlripes .  Neverthelefs ,  my  loving - 
kindnefs  will  I  not  utterly  take  from  him ,  nor  fuffer  my 
faithfulnefs  to  fail.  David's  feed  may  be  chaftened, 
but  they  fliall  not  be  difinherited.  God  will  bring 
them  down  by  affliftion,  but  will  not  call  them  off 
under  it :  Why  ?  Becaufe  how  unworthy  foever  they 
are  in  themfelves,  they  are  loved  in  Chrift,  who  is 
always  worthy.  His  righteoufnefs  is  an  everlajthig 
right eoufnefs  *,  he  liveth  ever  to  make  inter cejfion  ;  the 
Lord  is  well  plea  fed  for  his  righteoufnefs  fake .  Though 

there  be  a  rod  in  God’s  hand,  and  his  people  feel  the 
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fmart  of  it ;  yet  there  is  love  in  his  heart*  There 
is  no  change  there.  Nor, 

2.  Does  the  Chriftian  lofe  the  real  prefenceof  the 
Spirit,  for  this  is  conftant  and  perpetual.  In  John 
xiv.  1 7.  both  thefe  are  included.  He  dwells  with 
you  and  Jhall  he  in  you .  The  gifts,  and  the  calling 
of  God  are  without  repentance.  If  the  Spirit  with¬ 
holds  his  comforts,  he  does  not  Ihift  his  lodging ; 
where  once  he  makes  his  abode,  there  he  will  fettle 
it.  Believers  have  the  Spirit  in  this  refped  when 
they  cannot  difcern  him.  Therefore, 

3.  For  God  to  take  away  his  holy  Spirit,  is  for 
him  to  withdraw  his  fenfible  gracious  influences 
from  the  foul.  The  Spirit’s  refldence  is  not  altered, 
but  his  operations  are  interrupted.  He  feels  none 
of  the  joys  of  God’s  falvation  which  he  ufed  to  do ; 
all  is  dark  and  dead  within  :  his  gifts  are  wither¬ 
ing,  his  graces  dried,  and  his  comfo;ts  as  if  there 
were  no  iuch  thing.  Thou  holdeft  mine  eyes  wakings 
lays  Afaph)  I  am  fo  troubled  I  cannot  J peak ,  Pfalrn 
Ixxvii.  4.  As  if  he  had  faid,  cc  1  can  get  no  eafe,  no 
“  quiet  from  my  grief ;  and  my  foul  is  opprefled, 
“  that  1  cannottell  God  what  it  is.”  A  man  may  look 
inwards,  and  upwards,  but  t'  ere  is  no  peace,  if  the 
prefence  and  wientfs  of  the  Spirit  is  withheld.  For 
when  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  hides  his  head,  it  is 
in  vain  for  us  to  look  for  comfort  to  our  own 
graces.  Thefe  ftars  fhine  with  a  borrowed  light.  If 
God  commands  his  clouds  that  they  rain  no  rain, 
the  choiceft  vine  yields  but  forry  grapes.  It  is  not 
the  prefence  of  the  Spirit,  as  filling  heaven  and  earth, 
that  fatisfies  the  Chriflian  •,  he  may  be  in  terror 
and  bondage,  in  mifery  and  hell,  fpr  all  this.  It  is 
the  prefence  of  his  grace,  as  upholding,  quicken¬ 
ing,  comforting,  cheering,  directing  into  the  love 
of  God,  witnefling  with  his  Spirit,  fealing  him  up  un¬ 
to  the  day  of  redemption.  This  is  the  prefence  of  the 
Spirit,  which  a  poor  heavy-laden  loul  needs,  and  fecks 
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after.  ThF  prc fence  DavL in  my  :ext,  had  loft,  and 
when  God  gives  him  to  fee  h;s  fin,  he  loon  fees  his 
need  of  it.  1  hen  all  the  wor  d,  tor  the  return  and  pre* 
fence  of  the  Spirit.  For  God  to  take  away  his  Spirit 
from  the  belie'  er,  is  for  him  jo  withhold  the  fenfible, 
gracious  influences  of  the  Spi  it  from  the  foul. 

11  We  are  to  enquire  for  what  re  alb  ns,  or  on 
what  accounts  it  is,  t  iat  God  acts  thus  towards  his 
own  people  ? 

Among  many  others  that  might  be  mentioned, 
there  a  e  thefe  four. 

J .  Pride  and  f elf  confidence  in  the  performance  of 
any  duty.  The  Apollle  feems  to  be  moit  afraid  of 
that  little  boafting  pronoun  I  ;  i  C  r.  xv.  io.  I 
laboured  more  abundantly  than  they  all ;  that  is  a  great 
word  for  humble  Paul  to  lay,  who  counted  himfelf 
lefs  than  the  leajl  of  all  faints  ;  therefore  he  qualifies 
it  in  the  next  words,  and  brings  it  to  be  more  of 
a  piece  with  the  whole  of  his  conduct.  Yet  not  /,  but 
the  grace  of  God  which  was  with  me.  The  more  he 
laboured,  the  more  he  was  a  debtor  to  divide  grace. 
Grace  prepared  him  for  frvice,  grace  affifted  him 
in  it,  grace  gave  fuccefi?  to  it,  grace  therefore  has 
all  the  praife.  Paul  claims  nothing  to  himfelf.  He 
was  but  the  veftel  into  which  God’s  treafure  was 
put.  We  have  this  treafure  in  earthen  veffels.  1  have 
often  ohferved  it,  when  men  have  counted  of  doing 
feme  great  thing,  moft  worthy  of  themfelves,  God 
has  left  them  to  aeftbemath  themfelves.  Why? 
Becaufe  their  end  was  wrong;  fclf  lay  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  *,  not  G  d’s  truth,  his  grace,  and  glory.  God 
always  finds  feme  way  to  e  pry  the  foul  he  intends 
to  fill.  My  friends,  go  to  duty  as  you  think  pre¬ 
pared^  and  depend  upon  it  in  duty,  and  you  wili 
find  yourfelves  ft  aitned. 

How  was  it  with  Divid ,  Sfalm  xxx.  6.  In  my 
profperity  1  f aid,  I  (Jo  all  never  heaved.  if  he  had 

laid,  u  1  have  had  a  fweet  time  of  it  for  a  long 

Ki  while } 
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while  ;  the  vifits  of  God’s  love  are  very  precious, 

and  they  are  oft  repeated  ;  I  fhall  never  be  in 
<c  darknefs,  in  bondage,  in  foul-diftrefs  more  ;  God 
“  has  brought  my  feet  out  of  the  depths,  and  fet 
cc  them  upon  a  rock  •,  it  will  be  fweet  walking  to 

heaven  now.”  But  what  became  of  this  elevated 
frame  of  his  wherein  the  Spirit  of  God  was  fo  little 
concerned  ?  O !  he  foon  fmarted  for  it :  Thou  ddft 
hide  thy  face ,  and  I  was  troubled.  It  was  high  time 
it  fhould  be  fo,  for  he  had  almoft  forgot  him  from 
whom  his  frames  came.  This  fudden  change 
brought  him  to  his  fenfes :  Lord ,  by  thy  favour  thou 
haft  made  my  mountain  to  ft  and  firong.  When  the  fun 
fets,  night  certainly  follows,  and  the  moon  and  ail 
the  ftars  cannot  make  day.  The  Spirit  is  quenched, 
when  pride  is  indulged  •,  when  we  think  our  good 
frames  come  of  courfe,  God  {huts  up  the  fountain  ; 
and  where  are  ali  the  ftreams  then  ?  To  our  farrow, 
but  to  our  trembling,  we  find  them  dried  up. 

2.  Another  reafon  why  God  withdraws  his  Spirit, 
is  negligence  and  jloth  in  the  difcharge  of  duty.  This 
was  the  fpoufe’s  frame,  Cant .  v.  2.  but  fhe  paid 
dear  for  it :  Chrift  comes  and  knocks,  and  lues  for 
entrance;  gives  her  all  the  en  earing  exprefTions 
imaginable  ;  Open  to  me ,  my  fifier ,  my  love ,  my  dove , 
my  undefiled  ;  for  my  head  is  filled  with  dew,  and  my 
locks  with  the  drops  of  the  night.  Truly  ihe  is  indif- 
poied  to  receive  him  ;  her  heart  makes  no  anfwer 
to  the  kindnefs  and  love  of  Chrift.  Other  things 
had  taken  up  prelent  poflfeffian.  And  how  does  her 
beloved  take  this  ?  He  refents  it  at  her  hands. 
Chrift  rebukes  her  delay  with  his  denial ;  when  fhe 
afterwards  goes  to  open  the  door,  her  beloved  had 
withdrawn  him f elf,  and  was  gone .  Then  fhe  fought 
him ,  but  fhe  could  not  find  him  ;  fhe  called  him ,  but  be 
gave  her  no  anfwer ,  ver.  6.  The  caufe  of  ins  for- 
faking  of  us,  lies  in  great  meafure  in  ourfelves. 
Sure,  if  the  prefence  of  Chrift  is  not' worth  feek* 
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ing,  it  is  fcarce  worth  having.  O  !  thofe  formal 
lukewarm  frames  of  fpirit,  our  beloved  loaths  them. 
Give  Chrift  your  whole  heart,  or  give  him  nothing. 
Do  not  think  to  put  him  off  with  bodily  exercife  ; 
a  cold  petition  or  two,  when  you  are  half  afleep 
and  hah  awake  ;  an  ejaculatory  prayer,  when  you 
are  dreffing  in  a  morning  to  come  to  the  worfhip  of 
God,  becaufe  this  takes  up  all  your  other  time. 
No!  no!  this  is  an  offering  his  foul  abhors.  And 
if  his  prefence  is  not  endeared  to  you,  you  fhall  not 
enjoy  it.  The  Spirit  will  carry  away  the  meffage 
to  ibme  poor  hungring  foul,  that  fits  by  you,  whofe 
clothes  and  drefs  it  may  be  you  defpife ;  he  needs 
it  more,  and  will  improve  it  better.  I  dvjell ,  fays 
the  high  and  holy  one ,  in  the  holy  place ,  with  him 
alfo  that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble  fpirit ,  to  revive 
the  fpirit  of  the  humble ,  and  to  revive  the  heart  cf 
the  contrite  ones ,  Ifai.  lvii.  15. 

3.  Unimproved  mercies  is  another  caufe  of  the 
removal  of  God’s  Spirit.  It  is  the  hlackeft  part  of 
Solomon's  character,  that  he  finned  againjl  the  Lord 
that  appeared  to  him  twice ,  1  Kings  xi.  9.  God 
keeps  an  account  of  his  gracious  vifits,  whether  we 
do  or  not.  It  is  the  heart  he  looks  at,  his  eye  is 
there  :  And  the  Lord  was  angry  with  Solomon ,  becaufe 
his  heart  was  turned  from  the  Lord  God  of  lfrael 
which  had  appeared  to  him  twice .  All  outward  du¬ 
ties  are  nothing,  if  the  heart  be  not  in  them;  fee  whe¬ 
ther  your  heart  be  not  humbled,  under  humbling 
providences,  your  heart  be  thankful  under  encou¬ 
raging  ones ;  whether  you  render  to  the  Lord  ac¬ 
cording  to  what  you  have  received  from  him.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  this  it  is  God  judges  of  you,  and  deals 
with  you.  It  is  a  great  blot  upon  good  Hezekiah's 
chara&er,  2  Chron .  xxxii.  25.  But  Hezekiah  ren- 
dred  not  again  according  to  the  benefit  done  unto 
him  :  for  his  heart  was  lifted  up ,  therefore  there  was 
wrath  upon  him ,  and  upon  Judah  and  J*rufalem . 

O, 
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O,  that  fame  pride !  it  creeps  in  at  little  crevices  ; 
but  pride  and  communion  with  God  are  two  con¬ 
trary  things.  Aflure  yourfelf  if  you  are  lifted  up, 
that  God  will  lay  you  low.  Keep  your  diftreffes 
ever  in  view,  if  you  would  have  an  heart- affe&ing 
fenfe  of  God's  mercies  :  Sure  we  had  need  be  ever 
upon  the  watch .  If  fignal  mercies  will  not  melt  us 
into  humiliation  and  thankfulnefs,  what  will?  Yet 
it  had  not  this  effect  here.  However,  Hezekiah 
afterwards  is  humbled  before  God,  and  returns. 
Unimproved  mercies  are  another  caufe. 

4.  Prefent  fins  are  another  caufe  of  God's  with¬ 
drawing  of  his  Spirit  :  Sampfon  and  David  both  fail¬ 
ed  here.  O  !  what  are  the  beft  of  men  when  God 
leaves  them  to  themfelves  ?  and  what  a  dreadful 
flate  do  prefent  fins,  when  commuted,  leave  men 
in  ?  Sampfon  would  go  out  to  jhake  himfelf  as  at  other 
times ,  but  he  wifi  not  that  the  Lord  was  departed  from 
him.  Judges  xvi.  20.  David ,  a  man  fo  great  with 
God  as  he  was,  to  be  indolent  and  carelefs  under  fo 
long  a  want  of  fenfible  communion  with  him!  What 
fhall  we  fay  to  thefe  things  ?  ^Sure  we  muft  admire 
God’s  patience,  and  adore  his  juftice,  as  a  God  that 
taketh  vengeance.  No ;  he’ll  not  bear  fin  in  his 
own  people.  He  will  not  walk  with  them  that 
walk  contrary  to  him  ;  and  yet  what  amazing  grace 
is  here,  that  he  devifes  means  that  his  banifhed  ones 
be  not  expelled.  David  is  an  eleft  vefiel  ;  a  child 
ftill,  though  a  finning  one.  God  fends  his  faith¬ 
ful  meflenger  to  reprove  him,  to  bring  fin  to  his 
remembrance  ;  but  communion  he  will  not  main¬ 
tain  with  him,  till  he  is  brought  to  confefllon  : 
Againft  thee ,  thee  only  have  I  finned ,  and  done  this 
evil  in  thy  fight .  God's  Spirit  is  an  holy  Spirit ;  re¬ 
member  that.  If  you  would  walk  with  God,  it 
muft  be  in  a  way  of  conformity  and  obedience  to  all 
his  commands.  God  will  give  an  excufe  to  no  fin, 
no  not  a  little  one.  Negledt  of  duty  always  en¬ 
dangers 


dangers  lofs  of  communion.  But  this  leads  to  con- 
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hi$  gracious  teachings,  all  the  knowledge  that  we 
have  of  God  and  of  Chrjft,  will  do  us  no  real  good. 
JLigut  in  the  head  will  be  of  little  efficacy,  if  there 
be  not  life  and  heat  in  the  heart.  We  may  have  a 
clear  knowledge  of  divine  things  by  reading,  hear¬ 
ing,  meditation,  realoning,  &c.  but  a  comfortably 
oul-transforming  knowledge  of  them  we  cannot 
have,  but  from  the  Spirit.  Hence  the  Pfalrnift 
pray  s,  P /aim  xliii.  g,  4.  O  fend  cut  thy  light  and  thy 
truths  let* them  lead  me^  let  them  brin g  me  unto  thy 
holy  hill ,  and  to  thy  tabernacles .  Then  will  I  go  unto 
the  altar  of  God%  unto  God  my  exceeding  joy.  The 
word  fignifks  t  fend  as  an  ambafladpr.  *1  he  Spine 
when  he  corn  s  with  a  commiffion  from  (Thrift,  to 
open  the  eyes  of  our  underftandings,  and  take  off 
our  natural  darknefs,  how  full  and  comprehenfive, 
how  tweet  and  glorious  do  fupernatural  truths  ap¬ 
pear?  What  a  vaft  Icope  and  fuitablenefs,  what  a 
pertinency  and  power  is  there  in  gofpel-promifes  ? 
How  clofe  and  how  warm  do  they  fall  upon  our 
hearts  ?  There  is  a  conviction  goes  along  with  the 
word,  that  God  is  in  it.  It  is  like  a  voice  from  be¬ 
hind  us,  or  rather  a  voice  within  us,  faying,  T his 
is  the  waj\  walk  ye  in  it.  It  is  fweet  reading,  fweet 
fludying,  fweet  preaching  and  praying,  when  the 
Spirit  or  trutn  is  wkh  us.  He  fearcheth  all  things , 
the  deep  things  of  God ,  fhews  a  man  what  there  is  in 
a  promife,  infinitely  beyond  what  he  could  conceive 
was  ever  in  it.  All  things  are  plain  and  pertinent, 
all  things  are  favoury  and  relilhing.  He  both  gives 
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the  appetite,  and  prepares  the  food  ;  nothing  will 
do  us  any  real  good  witnout  his  gracious  teachings. 

2.  He  is  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  of  fupplication, 
and  without  his  aid  we  (hall  be  indifferent  to  duty, 
and  lifelefs  in  it.  Zecb.  xii.  10.  And  1  will  pour  upon 
the  houfe  of  David  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufa- 
lem  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  of  f applications,  and  they 
Jhall  look  upon  me  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  they 
Jhall  mourn  for  him  as  one  mourneth  for  his  only  fon , 
and  Jhall  be  in  biiternefs  for  him,  as  one  that  is  in  bit- 
ternefs  for  his  firft-born.  God  has  always  fome  fpe- 
cial  bleffing  to  give  when  he  fets  his  people  a  pray¬ 
ing  ;  pours  upon  them,  fo  that  they  cannot  refrain 
from  it.  O !  Sirs,  you  have  reafon  to  fay,  fure  I 
have  need  of  quickning  to  duty,  when  I  have  no 
quickning  in  it.  Prayer  is  dull  work  then  ;  matter, 
yea  evenexprtffion  itfelf  fails •,  but  when  the  Spirit 
helps  our  infirmities,  how  is  it  at  fuch  a  time  ?  When 
he  brings  a  promife,  and  as  it  were  whifpers  us  fe- 
cretly,  ufe,  plead  that  •,  when  he  turns  over  the 
leaves  of  our  experience,  and  (hews  us  far  back,  and 
fays.  Has  God  done  all  this  for  nought  ?  have  you 
not  found  him  a  tried  God  ?  He  will  help  fiillf  his 
covenant  is,  ordered  in  all  things  and  fure  ;  then  the 
foul  mounts  up  as  upon  eagle’s  wings  •,  fuch  mourn¬ 
ing,  fuch  a  fenfe  of  diftance  from  God,  fuch  felf- 
abhorrency,  and  withal  fuch  holy  freedom,  and 
boldnefs  before  him  •,  fuch  a  mixture  there  is  of  holy 
defires  and  affections,  as  cannot  be  felt  or  expreffed, 
but  by  the  renewed  mind.  cI'he  Spirit  helpeth  our  in¬ 
firmities  ;  it  is  a  great  word  that  avMvr&ccpZxvtTM 
he  heaves  with  us  •,  helps  over-againft  us,  as  we  help 
one  that  is  lifting  a  burden,  by  lifting  over-againft 
him  ;  be  maketh  interceffion  for  us,  diftates  our  re- 
quefjs,  indites  our  petitions,  draws  up  our  plea  ; 
and  he  does  this  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  ut¬ 
tered.  It  is  not  the  rhetoric  and  e  oquence,  but  the 
faith  and  fervency  which  the  Spirit  works  as  an  in- 
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terceffor  in  us.  Our  minds  may  be  fo  confuted 
our  fouls  in  fuch  a  hurry,  through  Satan’s  fuggef- 
tions  at  this  time,  that  we  know  not  what  to  fay, 
nor  how  to  exprefs  ourfelves.  But  the  Spirit  is  pre- 
Knt  with  his  help  ;  and  our  Father  our  God  knovv- 
ctn  the  mind  of  the  Spirit.  O  !  there  is  a  running 
the  -mays  of  God’s  commandments,  when  he  is  pleafed 
thus  to  enlarge -our  hearts  ;  till  then  we  are  flow  of 
fpeech,  and  of  a  Hammering  tongue  ;  firft  we  brin" 
out  one  word  and  then  another,  but  where  the  Spirit 
cf  the  Lord  is ,  there  is  liberty. 

3 ■  The  Spirit  is  a  Spirit  of  holinefs,  and  without 
his  prefence  all  our  endeavours  after  fanctification 
in  heart  and  life  are  fruitlefs,  and  in  vain  ;  and  take 
mat  thy  holy  Spirit  from  me.  David  knew  he  could 
never  come  at  a  right  fpirit,  that  is,  a  conftant, 
even  fpirit,  an  heart  thorough  for  God,  unlefs  it 
■was  created  in  him  by  the  holy  Spirit.  From  him 
come  new  principles,  and  all  renewed  ads ;  he  forms 
and  fafhions  the  foul  for  holinefs,  and  keeps  it  in¬ 
tent  upon  every  thing  which  makes  for  fandifica- 
tion.  It  is  through  the  Spirit  that  we  mortify  the  deeds 
of  theflefhy  by  his  a;d,  as  direding,  fixing,  ftrength- 
ning  our  faith,  that  we  are  enabled  to  quench  the 
fiery  darts  of  the  evil  one.  Hence  we  are  faid, 
i  Tbeff.  ii.  13.  Do  be  chofen  to  falvation  through  fane- 
tfi cation  of  the  Spirit ,  and  belief  of  the  truth  :  or,  as 
Peter  exprefles  it,  1  Epifl.  i.  2.  To  be  debt  according 
to  the  foreknowledge  cf  God  the  Father ,  through  fanc¬ 
tification  of  the  Spirit  unto  obedience ,  and  the  fprink- 
ling  of  the  Mood  of  Jefus :  That  is  the  way  in  which 
the  Spirit  works,  in  order  to  the  believer’s  fandfifi- 
cation  ;  he  prepares  our  fpirits  for,  and  aflifts  in, 
and  carries  through,  all  ads  of  holy  obedience ;  and 
by  the  fprinkling  of  Chrift’s  blood  purges  and 
wafht-s  away  every  thing  in  our  obedience,  that  is 
ofFenfive  and  unholy.  He  fixes  and  purifies  the 
thoughts,  keeps  the  heart,  flops  or  opens  the  door 
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of  the  lips,  end  guides  the  feet  in  all  ways  of  holi- 
nefs.  O  !  it  is  fad  to  be  left  without  the  Spirit  ; 
■fin  and  Satan  have  eafy  accefs  then.  Our  fpiritual 
frame  is  wholly  out  of  order,  and  every  way  temp¬ 
tation  comes  in  and  prevails.  They  that  know  the 
bleffing  of  the  Spirit’s  prefence  will  be  ever  praying 
with  the  Pfalmift,  And  take  not  thy  holy  Spirit fromme. 

4.  The  Spirit  is  the  author  of  all  confolation  and 
joy  ;  and  without  his  gracious  influences  the  believer 
will  be  ever  forrowing  and  call  down.  John  xvi.  7. 

It  is  expedient  for  you  that  I  go  away  •,  forty  I  go  not 
away ,  the  Comforter  will  not  come  unto  you.',  but  if  I 
depart ,  I  will  fend  him.  No  comfort,  no  peace,  no 
hope  in  believing,  but  it  comes  through  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  Rom.  xv.  13.  Much  power  is 
required  tofatisfy  the  doubts,  fcatter  the  fears,  and 
anfwer  the  accufations  of  a  troubled  confcience.  It  is 
the  alone  prerogative  of  Gcd  the  Spirit.  Ifa.  lvii.  1 9. 

I  create  the  fruit  of  the  lips ;  peace ,  peace ,  to  him  that 
is  far  off,  and  to  him  that  is  near,  faith  the  Lord ,  and 
I  will  hear  him.  There  can  be  no  hope  till  the  Spirit 
works  it ;  and  without  hope,  what  foundation  is 
there  for  joy  ?  The  Spirit  takes  of  Chrift’s  things, 
applies  his  blood,  brings  to  remembrance  his  pro- 
mi  fes,  Ihews  his  love,  and  fixes  the  foul  upon  the 
blefled  covenant.  Alas !  what  are  all  the  encou¬ 
raging  promifes  we  read,  the  fermons  we  hear,  the 
fweet  words  of  comfort  we  have  given  us  from  one 
and  another  friend,  all  are  as  nothing,  till  the  Spirit 
fpeaks  :  And  to  live  always  in  terror  and  fear,  is 
very  diftreffing.  A  word  by  way  of  Ufe  *,  as 
Use  1.  If  the  lofs  of  God’s  prefence  here  be  fo 
dreadful,  how  fad  is  it  ever  to  be  feparated  from  it 
in  the  other  world  ?  Pfalm  xc.  1 1.  Who  knows  the 
power  of  thine  anger ,  even  according  to  thy  fear,  fo 
is  thy  wrath.  Let  a  man  fear  it  ever  fo  much,  he  is 
furc  to  feel  it  more,  if  he  falls  under  the  weight  of 
It.  Poor  fouls,  did  you  know  what  it  is,  you  would 

not 
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not  trifle  with  it,  as  many  of  you  do.  You  hear  of 
hell,  and  that  wrath  which  is  to  come  ;  but  fure 
if  you  believed  what  you  hear,  it  would  have  a  more 
abiding  effeCl  upon  you.  You  would  not  dare  to 
go  on  in  the  ways  of  fin,  and  harden  your  hearts 

againft  God.  Becaufe  there  is  wrath,  beware.  There 

is  a  hell  after  death,  where  wrath  will  come  upon 
finners  to  the  uttermofl.  O  !  take  care  you  do 
not  ftifle  convictions.  It  is  a  fad  judgment  that. 
My  Spirit  J1jo.11  not  always  Jirive  with  man.  When 
men  do  all  they  can  to  harden  themfelves,  God  in 
a  judicial  way  gives  them  up  to  hardnefs.  To  be 

feparated  from  God,  is  to  be  feparated  from  all  °ood 
for  ever. 

Gse  2.  God  has  other  ways  to  punilh  his  own 
people  for  fin,  than  calling  them  into  hell  for  it. 
He  takes  away  his  Spirit,  though  he  does  not  re¬ 
move  his  favour.  Relation  continues,  but  all  fenfe 
of  it  is  wanting;,  and  it  is  lad  to  be  always  in  fear 
of  death  and  judgment,  and  wrath  to  come.  Thou 
wajb  a  God  that  forgaveft  them ,  though  thou  tookejl 
vengeance  on  their  inventions ,  Pfalm  xcix.  8.  Our 
God  «  a  confuming  fire ;  ferve  the  Lord  with  fear, 
and  rejoice  with  trembling. 

Use  3.  Have  a  care  how  you  grieve  the  Spirit. 
JEphefi  iv.  30.  And  grieve  not  the  holy  Spirit  of  God, 
whereby  ye  are  fealed  unto  the  day  of  redemption.  Do 
not  do  that  which  is  contrary  to  his  nature  and  will. 
Embrace  his  cOunfels  ;  fubmit  to  his  government; 
walk  in  ail  the  ways  of  his  appointment.  Stand  at 
the  greateft  diftance  from  ail  fin.  Avoid  the  firft 
occafions  of  temptation.  Satan  is  to  be  refilled, 
not  to  be  parleyed  with.  Apply  to  the  Spirit  every 
day.  Seek  his  directions,  his  aid,  his  favour;  not 
to  pray  to  him,  is  to  grieve  him,  It  is  fad  to  be 
left  without  his  prefence.  Life  itfelf  will  not  make 
up  the  lofs  of  his  prefence.  Chiefly  would  I  addrefs 
myfelf  to  young  ones ;  Satan  has  his  eye  upon  you  ; 

he 
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he  will  be  fure,  if  he  can,  to  have  you  in  his  fnare. 
How  muft  this  be  prevented  ?  Not  by  all  your 
ftrivino-s  in  your  own  ftrength,  that  will  not  do ; 
you  muft  look  up  to  the  Spirit ;  and  for  your  en¬ 
couragement,  take  thefe  three  motives . 

Firjl ,  He  is  a  free  Spirit ;  it  is  not  for  your  wor- 
thinefs  that  he  affords  his  affiftance.  No,  he  brings 
a  new  heart  with  him,  Cleanfmg  and  creating  work 
is  his  work  ;  new  covenant  bleftings  are  given  with¬ 
out  upbraiding. 

Secondly ,  He  is  a  promifed  Spirit.  Ifai.xYiv.  3.  I 
will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirfty ,  and  floods 
upon  the  dry  ground :  1  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy 
feed ,  and  mybleffmg  upon  thy  offspring .  Put  Gad  in 
mind  of  his  own  covenant  ;  he  loves  to  be  reminded 
of  his  promifes,  though  he  is  faithful  to  perform 
them  :  For  all  thefe  things  will  1  be  inquired  of  by  the 
boufe  of  Ifr  ad  to  do  them  for  them .  You  fhall  be  wel¬ 
come  when  you  go  to  God  the  Spirit;  he  loves  to 
hear  your  feeble  voice,  and  he  has  an  anfwer  to 
your  cries.  Children,  young  men,  and  all  that 
hear  me  this  day,  put  matters  to  the  venture.  Go 
and  try  God  ;  feek,  and  ye  fhall  find .  He  will  not 
fend  you  away  empty.  And, 

Thirdly,  He  is  a  Spirit  that  abides  where  he  has 
once  taken  poffeffion.  Though  he  may  hide  his 
face,  he  will  not  leave  his  houfe,  his  temple  ;  you 
goto  him  under  all  clouds  and  darknefs,  as  well  as 
at  firft.  Often  he  gees  backward  that  you  may 
follow  after  him  ;  and  if  he  gives  ftrength  to  wait,  he 
will  give  fuccefs  to  your  waiting.  For  the  viflon  is 
for  an  appointed  time ,  but  at  the  end  it  fhall  fpeak , 
and  not  lie :  though  it  tarry ,  wait  for  it,  becaufe  it 
will  fur ely  come,  it  will  not  tarry,  Habak.  ii.  3, 

But  I  add  no  more* 
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Psal  xcix.  8. 

Hou  anfweredfl  them ,  O  Lord  our  God:  thou 
whjl  a  God  that  forgavejl  them ,  though  thou 
tookejl  vengeance  of  their  inventions . 

THE  defign  of  this  pfalm  is  to  beget  in  his 
faints  an  awful  fenfe  and  reverence  of  God’s 
holinefs  in  all  their  worfhip,  and  their  walk  before 
him.  His  name  is  holy,  ver.  3.  His  ordinances 
holy,  ver.  5.  His  difpenfations  holy,  ver .  9.  Car¬ 
nal  boldnefs  in  a  cuftomary  performance  of  holy 
duties,  without  regard  had  to  the  majefty  and  glory 
of  God,  and  to  our  own  vilenefs  and  diftance  from 
him,  can  never  be  warranted  by  covenant-relati©n. 
God  looks  upon  fin  with  another  eye  than  men  do; 
nor  will  he  fpare  it,  though  it  be  found  in  hischoicefi: 
favorites  and  friends.  Mafes  and  Aaron  among  his 
priefts,  and  Samuel  among  them  that  call  upon  his 
name,  muft  be  called  to  account  when  they  dare 
turn  afide  from  God.  They  called  upon  the  Lord, 

ver.  6* 
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ver.  6.  They  kept  his  teftimonies,  and  the  ordi¬ 
nances  which  he  gave  them,  ver.  7.  Thefe  are  evi¬ 
dences  of  their  faith  and  of  their  holinefs  •,  but  they 
had  fome  inventions,  fome  works  or  deeds  of  their 
own,  for  which  they  mult  fmart,  though  a  par¬ 
doned  and  beloved  people.  Dr.  Hamond  and  fome 
others  think  thefe  words  refer  to  the  children  of 
Ijrael,  to  whom  God  was  gracious  or  propitious 
for  Mofes'  fake  :  Thou  anfwerejl  them ,  namely,  Mofes 
and  Aaron ;  and  forgaveft  (not  to  them ,  as  it  is  in 
the  Hebrew ,  but)  for  them,  namely,  at  their  intreaty 
and  interpofition  ;  becaufe  they  flood  in  the  gap  to 
turn  away  God’s  anger  from  a  finning  nation  ;  which 
is  all  one  as  to  pardon  for  their  fakes.  This  feems  to 
be  a  going  off  from  the  main  intendment  of  the 
Pfalm ;  which  is  to  fhew,  as  in  a  glafs,  what  are 
the  difpenfations  of  God’s  Providence  towards  his 
own  people,  who  are  as  to  the  general  courfe  of 
their  lives  faithful  and  obedient,  though  in  fome 
things  they  come  fhort.  Towards  their  perfons 
God  ads  in  a  way  of  goodnefs  and  grace  ;  anfvver- 
ing  their  prayers,  and  forgiving  their  trefpaftes: 
To  their  fins,  in  a  way  of  holy  juftice  and  feverity, 
'Though  thou  tookejl  vengeance  on  their  inventions.  The 
word  is,  fraQices,  which  are  juftly  called  here  and 
elfewhere,  inventions ,  becaufe  they  are  of  man’s 
own  contrivance  and  feeking  out;  they  are  not 
commanded  of  God,  but  deviled  of  man.’  Ail  fins 
are  of  a  man’s  own  finding  out,  be  they  ads  of 
omiflion,  or  com  million,  becaufe  hereby  he  feeks 
happinefs  in  another  way  than  God  has  appointed. 
It  muft  be  confefled,  that  the  word  vengeance  founds 
harfh,  when  at  the  fame  time  we  hear  of  pardon  : 
But  it  muft  be.underftood  with  a  mixture  of  favour. 
Whatever  the  vengeance  be,  it  cannot  hinder  or  lef- 
fen  the  bleffing  of  forgivenefs  :  Sentence  cf  pardon 
once  paffed  will  never  be  revoked  :  God  neither 
punifhes  to  the  extremity  of  the  defert  of  any  fin  *, 
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nor  does  he  bear  an  hatred  to  the  perfon  finning 
Thine .  anger  is  turned  away ,  Ifai.  xii.  i.  The  only 
meaning  of  the  expreffion  is  this,  God’s  difpenfa- 
tions  towards  his  people  carry  a  great  deal  of  terror 
in  them  .  They  are  fo  awful  and  affedting,  that 
by-danders  fee  nothing  in  them  but  difpleafurc 
and  wrath  i  I  ea  believers  themfelves,  were  they 
not  on  other  grounds  allured  of  pardon,  could 
think  no  othcrwife  than  that  God  was  coroin0,  out 
again  ft  them  to  execute  judgment.  Mofes*  after 
all  his  dcfires  and  intreaties,  muft  die  in  the  wilder- 
nefs  and  not  go  over  Jordan*  becaufe  he  fanctified 
not  the  Lord  at  the  waters  of  ft  rife.  Samuel  was 
partial  towards  his  ions  whom  he  appointed  judges 
over  Ifrael ,  fo  that  to  him  the  people  were  obliged 
to  fue  for  a  king  to  reign  over  them  in  his  life 
time.  Aaron  the  faint  of  the  Lord  joined  with 
Miriam  in  murmuring  and  unbelief  *  and  for  fear 
of  the  people  committed  a  trefpafs  againft  God  : 
God  took  vengeance  on  the  fin,  though  he  forgave 
their  perlons.  In  the  words  there  are  three  propo- 
fitions.  As, 

Prop.  I.  Thofe  who  are  moft  faithful  to  God 
have  feme  fins  and  mifdoings  attending  them, 
which  need  his  pardon. 

Prop.  II.  Notwithftanding  the  fins  of  his  people, 
God  is  a  God  of  grace  towards  them ;  hear¬ 
ing  their  requefts  and  forgiving  them,  when 
they  pray  unto  him,  Neverthelefs ,  &c. 

Prop.  III.  Although  God  anfwers  and  forgives 
his  people,  he  may  fee  it  necelfary  to  take  ven¬ 
geance  on  their  inventions  :  Publicly  to  teftify 
his  difpleafure  againft  thofe  fins,  which  yet 
unto  themfelves  he  has  forgiven. 

The  method  I  fhall  take  in  handling  the  words 
filial]  be,  «as  God  fhall  help, 
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I.  To  fliew,  what  are  thofe  inventions  of  his 
own  people,  for  which  he  takes  vengeance. 

II.  Why  it  is  neceffary  for  God  to  take  vengeance 
on  their  inventions,  whofe  perfons  he  accepts, 
and  whofe  prayers  he  hears. 

HI.  Whence  it  is,  that  God  anfwers  and  for¬ 
gives  his  people,  with  a  notwithftanding  to  all 
their  fins,  and  to  that  difpleafure  which  he  is 
obliged  to  difcover  againfl  fin.  And  fo  apply. 

I.  What  are  thofe  inventions,  or  evil  practices 
of  his  own  people,  of  which  God  takes  vengeance  ? 

1  anfvver  :  All  fin  is  an  offence  to  God  :  He  is  of 
purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity.  Whatever  is  con¬ 
trary  to  his  will,  is  provoking  to  his  jealoufy  \  But 
there  are  fome  fins  in  his  own  people,  which  he 
fhews  a  particular  difpleafure  againft.  Such  are, 

1.  Thofe  fins  which  concern  the  worfloip  and  the 
order  of  his  houfe.  This  was  Aaron" s  fin,  for  which 
God  v/ as  angry  with  him,  to  have  deftroyed  him, 
had  not  Mofes  made  interceffion  for  him,' Deut.xx.  20. 
A  jealous  God ,  is  the  title  God  firft  gave  himfelf 
with  refpedt  to  inftituted  worfhip,  Excd .  xx.  5.  Jea~ 
loufy  works  indignation  and  revenge,  it  is  the  rage 
of  a  man  arifing  from  an  apprehenfion  or  fear  left 
any  other  fhould  poffefs  that  which  they  think  pe¬ 
culiar  to  themfelves.  God  can  bear  no  partner 
with  himfelf,  in  preferibing  what  fhall  be  the  out* 
ward  form  of  worfhip,  or  with  what  affections  and 
with  the  exercife  of  what  graces  he  will  be  wor- 
fhipped.  Uzzah  does  but  put  forth  his  hand  to 
touch  the  ark  of  God,  and  periflies  in  his  error, 

2  Sam.  vi.  6,  Our  God  will  be  worfhipped  after  the 
manner  he  has  appointed.  Holy  things  require  holy 
frames.  If  we  are  not  gracelefs  in  our  perfons,  yet 
if  we  are  devoid  of  reverence  and  godly  fear  in  our 
duties,  God  will  deal  with  us  as  with  them  that 

C  c  2  worfhip 
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worfbip  him  after  their  own  hearts  devifings.  Even 
our  God  is  a  confuming  fire,  Heb.  xii.  9.  No  com- 
buftible  matter  can  (land  before  devouring  fire.  The 
fear  of  the  Lord  is  ever  an  attendant  of  the  comforts  of 
the  Holy  Ghofl,  Adtsix.  31.  Alas!  what  have  not  the 
beft  of  faints  to  fear,  fhould  God  punifh  us  in  this 
cafe  as  our  inventions  deferve  !  With  what  wan¬ 
derings,  mifapprehenfions,  unfpirituality,  and  pre¬ 
emption  do  we  often  wait  upon  God  !  How  is  the 
clofet,  how  are  public  ordinances  filled  therewith  ! 

2.  A  fecret  neglect  of  the  honour  and  glory  of  God 
in  our  behaviour  towards  men,  is  another  of  thofe 
fins  which  God  vifits  in  his  own  people.  It  will 
fce  hard  to  find  wherein  Mofes 5  failing  was,  for  the 
fake  whereof  he  could  not  fee  the  finifhing  of  his 
work,  in  leading  the  children  of  lfrael  into  Canaan, 
if  it  lay  not  in  this,  Numbers  xx.  10.  Hear  now ,  ye 
rebels  *,  mujl  we  fetch  you  water  out  of  the  rock  ?  This 
God  calls,  verfe  12.  a  not  fanctifying  of  him  in  the 
eyes  of  the  children  of  lfrael.  There  was  a  finfui 
diftruft,  and  a  fecret  uncertainty  in  his  and  Aaron's 
,breaft„  whether  water  fhould  iffue  forth  out  of  the 
rock  or  not  at  their  fpeaking.  Dr.  Lightfoot’s  no¬ 
tion  of  their  unbelief  is,  that  they  doubted  whe¬ 
ther  now  at  la  ft,  when  the  forty  years  were  expired, 
they  fhould  enter  Canaan  ;  and  whether  they  mu  ft 
not,  for  the  murmuring  of  the  people,  be  condemn¬ 
ed  to  another  like  fatigue,  becaufe  a  new  rock  was 
now  opened  for  their  fupply,  which  they  took  for 
an  indication  of  their  longer  ftay  ;  therefore  God 
punifhes  them  by  keeping  them  out  of  the  land, 
when  the  reft  of  the  people  entered  in.  As  for  others 
God  deals  with  them  vifibly  according  to  their  out¬ 
ward  actions  •,  but  in  his  own  he  takes  notice  of 
the  fprings  of  their  aftings :  Of  their  inward  fears, 
their  jealoufies,  their  unbelief,  their  felf-feekings, 
how  utterly  contradictory  are  thefe  to  the  many 
fweec  manifcftations  which  God  has  given  them  of 

his 
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his  wifdom,  power,  love  and  grace  in  time  of  need. 
God  has  fecret  provocations  from  his  choiceft  faints, 
which  he  will  not  pafs  over  without  fome  tokens 
of  his  fatherly  diipleafure,  and  the  grief  of  his  holy 
Spirit  thereby.  God’s  glory  is  very  dear  to  him, 
it  is  the  end  of  all  his  purpofes,  and  of  all  his  dif- 
penfations.  fie  will  be  honoured,  as  well  as  loved, 
as  a  father.,  A  fon  honour eth  his  father ,  and  a  fer~ 
want  his  mafier  ;  if  I  be  a  father,  where  is  my  honour  ? 
If  1  be  a  m after ,  where  is  my  fear  ?  Mai,  i.  16.  In 
every  duty  believers  perform,  love  fhould  be  toe 
principle  cf  their  obedience;  herein  they  are  fens 
yet  fhould  they  look  upon  themfelves  as  fervants 
in  refpedt  of  ftridl  obligation  to  duty,  and  fear  to 
offend.  Love  and  fear  fhould  feafon  every  duty  % 
the  Lord  is  high,  though  he  has  a  regard  to  the 
lowly:  A'hou  art  great,  therefore  greatly  to  be  feared, 
Pfalm  Ixxxix.  7.  Set  God  before  thee  in  ail  thou 
doff,  and  in  all  thou  defireft.  We  are  afraid  in 
this  and  the  other  duty  and  difpenfation,  not  that 
God’s  name,  but  ours,  fh all  fuffer  reproach.  It  is 
a  very  great  attainment,  and  what  few  arrive  at,  to 
fay  continually.  Let  God  be  magnified. 

2.  TJnbumblednefs  for  the  fins  of  an  unregenerate 
eftate ,  is  another  of  thofe  mifdoings,  for  which  God 
afflidts  his  people.  When,  with  Jefurun ,  we  wax 
fat,  we  are  ready  to  kick,  Deut .  xxxii.  15.  To  take 
pride  in  our  graces,  inftead  of  bluftiing  and  being 
afhamed  becaufe  of  our  fins. 

Corruption  within  takes  occafion  from  our  very 
mercies  to  make  us  heedlefs,  proud  and  unthankful. 
Profperity  makes  forgetful  :  It  is  faid  of  Uzziah , 
when  he  was  ftrong ,  his  heart  was  lifted  up  to  his  de- 
ftruttion,  2  Chron.  xxvi.  16.  Daiid  prays,  R: mem¬ 
ber  not  the  fins  of  my  youth,  nor  my  tranfgrefftons\  and 
fiies  to  fovereign  mercy  for  pardon,  even  when  he 
£an  call  God  the  God  of  his  falvation,  PjaL  xxv.  5,6. 

C  c  3  Any 
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Any  fin,  unfearched  to  the  bottom,  be  it  before 
converfion,  or  fince,  will  fpoil  all  a  believer’s  con- 
folation.  Hence  Job  complains  againft  himfelf, 
chap.  xiii.  26.  'Thou  writeft  bitter  things  againft  me, 
and  makeft  me  to  poffefs  the  iniquities  of  my  youth :  The 
fins  of  youth  will  be  the  fufferings  of  age,  if  they 
are  not  brought  forth  often,  and  confefied  before 
God.  A  gracious  foul  hath  then  the  fweeteft  joys, 
when  it  hath  the  deepeft  wounds.  Believer,  ever 
art  thou  m oft  humbled,  when  thou  art  mod  exalted. 

'  Sin  .and  grace,  under  all  thy  fufferings  and  in  all 
thy  joys,  fhould  never  be  out  of  thine  eye.  God’s 
covenant  takes  away  the  guilt  of  every  fin,  but  not 
the  remembrance  of  any.  God  will  take  vengeance 
for  an  unhumblednefs  on  the  account  of  the  fins  of 
tmregeneracy. 

4.  Another  fin,  for  which  God  vifits  his  people 
In  a  way  of  outward  difpleafure,  is  partiality  toward 
ether  mens  fins .  Samuel  himfelf  was  faithful  to  God, 
but  too  indulgent  and  favourable  to  his  fons,  1  Sam . 
viii.  fits  fons  walked  not  in  his  ways ,  but  turned 
a  fide  after  lucre ,  and  took  bribes ,  and  perverted  judg¬ 
ment.  As  the  adminiftration  of  jufiice  was  in  his 
hands,  he  had  the  fame  power  to  turn  out  as  he  had 
to  put  in.  It  becomes  fuch  as  profefs  godlinefs 
themfelves,  to  wink  at  no  fin  in  others.  Jealoufy 
for  God’s  holy  and  reverend  name  fhould  overcome 
all  reipefts,  which  are  eafily  fhewn  to  the  perfons  and 
circumftances  of  men.  It  is  Levi’s  commendation, 
when  afting  in  the  r*ufe  of  his  God,  Deut .  xxxiii.  9. 
‘That  he  faid  unto  his  father  and  to  his  mother ,  I  have 
not  feen  him ,  neither  dad  he  acknowledge  his  brethren , 
nor  knew  his  own  children.  God  takes  notice  of  every 
bow  to  Rimmon ,  and  every  knee  to  Baal.  Not  to 
reprove  fin  faithfully  and  confcientioufiy  as  for  God, 
is  to  have  a  fellowship  with  it:  And  fooner  or  later, 
in  a  way  little  thought  of  by  us,  God  will  take 

.  vengeance 


Ser.  XXXII.  mid  yet  chaftifed.  407 

vengeance  on  fuch  inventions.  Hut  fo  much  for 
our  firft  genera!. 

II.  Why  does  God  take  vengeance  of  his  people  s 
inventions ,  though  he  accepts  their  perfons  and  iiears 
their  prayers  ?  I  anfwer  : 

I.  That  he  may  prevent  the  abufe  of  his  covenant  - 
mercy.  The  price  of  redemption  and  pardon  coft 
God  dear,  and  he  will  not  have  the  bleffing  of  it 
efteemed  common.  There  is  in  the  bed  of  faints 
that  corruption  of  nature,  which,  without  the  power 
of  divine  reftraints,  would  difeover  itfelf  in  the  world 
of  fins.  Samfon  went  out  to  fhake  himfelf  as  at 
other  times,  relying  upon  God’s  promife,  when  he 
had  profaned  his  ordinance.  Peter  prefumed  upon 
fafety  from  temptation,  though  he  went  into  the 
way  of  temptation.  The  tenor  of  the  promife 
is,  He  will  keep  thee  in  all  thy  ways.  Abounding 
grace  has  given  occafion  to  fome  to  have  light 
thoughts  of  great  fins.  That  freedom  of  accefs, 
which  believers  have  to  God  through  Chrift,  has 
not  always  been  kept  from  degenerating  into  a  pre- 
fumptuous  boldnefs.  Therefore  God  io  deals  with 
his  own  people,  as  that  their  own  wickednefs  Jhall 
correct  them ,  and  their  own  backjlidings  Jhall  reprove 
them ,  Jer.  ii.  19.  Samfon  falls  into  the  hands  of  his 
enemies.  Peter,  inftead  of  owning  him  to  the  death, 
denies  his  Lord  with  oaths  and  curling.  If  we  are 
conformifts  to  the  world,  we  muft  take  the  world’s 
lot.  The  punilhment  (hall  fhew  what  the  fin  is, 
for  which  God  takes  vengeance.  A  holy  covenant 
obliges  to  an  holy  converfation.  If  the  people  of 
God,  like  the  men  of  Bethjhemejh,  look  into  the  ark 
with  an  unwarrantable  curiofity  and  prefumption, 
they  muft  pay  for  their  ralhnefs.  Vengeance  is  taken 
of  the  inventions  of  God’s  own  people,  to  prevent 
the  abufe  of  covenant-mercy. 

2.  To  difeover  the  holinefs  of  God’s  nature  and  of 
Iris  law,  if  he  Lord  our  God  is  holy,  verfe  9.  There 
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are  fome  things  becoming  God,  Heb.  ii.  14.  namely. 
That  he  fecures  his  own  glory  in  all  that  he  does  : 
That  he  difhonours  not  himfelf  in  any  of  his  adts 
of  mercy  :  That  what  he  profeffes  himfelf  to  be, 
he  makes  appear,  that  he  is  a  God  of  rig’nteoufnefs, 
holinefs  and  truth,  before  the  whole  world.  Men 
fee  our  fins,  but  they  fee  not  our  humiliations,  re- 
pentings,  pardon:  They  fee  God  dilhonoured,  and 
his  law  broken  ;  but  how  this  law  is  repaired  by  the 
obedience  of  Chrift,  or  how  the  faints  have  intereft 
in  it,  they  fee  not.  Therefore  God  certifies  his  dif- 
pleafure  againft  the  fin,  which  is  public,  although 
he  forgives  the  perfon,  which  is  a  more  private  and 
fecret  thing.  Reproach  muft  be  rolled  off  from  his 
own  name,  though  it  abides  upon  thine.  Hence, 
fays  God  to  David ,  2  Sam.  xii.  14.  Howbeit ,  becaufe 
by  this  deed  thou  haft  given  great  occafion  to  the  enemies 
cf  the  Lord  to  blafpheme ,  the  child  alfto  that  is  bom 
unto  thee  fhall purely  die .  God’s  awful  difpenfations, 
though  to  the  faints  they  are  no  other  than  fatherly 
chaftifements,  are  a  public  vindication  of  his  holi¬ 
nefs  and  juftice  before  the  world.  By  the  vengeance 
which  God  takes  of  his  people's  inventions ,  he  difeovers 
the  holinefs  of  his  own  nature  and  law. 

3.  This  he  does,  to  beget  watchfulnefs  and  circum - 
fpedfion  in  all  their  walk  before  him.  Sins  which 
God  condemns  in  the  life,  lead  to  a  narrow  fearch 
and  examination  into  the  fins  of  the  heart.  Job 
was  falfly  accufed  of  his  friends,  but  righteoufly 
corrected  of  God.  Chap .  x.  2.  I  will  fay  unto  God , 
Do  not  condemn  me  ;  fhew  me  wherefore  thou  contendeft 
with  me.  The  very  life  of  a  believer  lies  in  heart- 
holinefs,  and  in  an  aim  after  conformity  to  Chrift  in 
every  duty.  Cleanfe  thou  me  from  fecret  faults,  Pfal. 
xix.  12.  Thofe  vain  imaginations  of  the  mind,  fuch 
as  no  eye  Res  but  God’s  ;  and  thofe  corrupt  defires 
and  affedtiops  which  proceed  from  thence^  pr effing 
'  >  ,  upoq 
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upon  the  will  continually,  refolutely  :  Thefe  are  the 
thinos  which  call  the  foul  into  a  dead,  lifeleis,  car¬ 
nal,  °loofe  frame-,  by  thefe  Gcd  is  grieved  :  And 
here  bemnsja  believer’s  humiliation,  watchfulnefs  and 
cares.  If  thou  canft  but  walk  humbly  with  God,  no 
doubt  but  thou  wilt  walk  honourably  before  men. 
God  punifhes  fin  in  thee,  fome  fins  unknown  to  others, 
that  he  may  bring  thee  into  a  cioler  walk,  and  moie 
humbled  frame  and  fellowfhip  with  himfeif. 

4. .  God  takes  vengeance  of  the  inventions  of  his 
own  people,  for  the  reproof  and  warning  of  impe- 
nitent  /inner s.  If  thefe  things  be  done  in  the  green  tree , 
what  fo all  be  done  in  the  dry?  Luke  xxiii.  3r.  Cannot 
God  endure  provocations  in  his  own,  without  tefti- 
fying  his  difpleafure  againft  them  ?  Surely  then  im¬ 
penitent  hardened  finners  fhall  not  go  always  un- 
punilhed.  If  the  inventions  of  his  own  people  call 
for  ftripes,  what  wounds  will  fall  upon  the  head  of 
the  wicked  ?  If  the  Ion  be  fcourged,  the  lervanc 
fhall  be  turned  out  of  doors.  God’s  patience  and 
long-luiTering  fhall  not  laft  alway.  Kifs  the  fon ,  left 
he  be  angry ,  and  ye  perijh  from  the  way . 

III.  I  am  to  fhew  whence  it  is,  that  God  anfwers 
and  forgives  his  people,  with  a  notwithftanding  to 
all  their  fins,  and  to  that  difpleafure  which  he  is 
obliged  to  difcover  againft  fin. 

1.  From  the  relation  God  ftands  in  unto  them  : 
they  are  his  own  :  ’Thou  anfweredji  them ,  O  Lord  our 
Cod.  He  loved  and  choie  them  from  eternity  ;  and 
if  there  be  any  blefling  more  than  ordinarily  fweet, 
it  fhall  be  bellowed  on  the  men  of  his  Igve.  The 
fecret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  him ,  and 
he  will  fhew  them  his  covenant .  If  he  rebukes,  he 
loves.  The  covenant  fubfifls  firm  and  invariable, 
when  the  difpenfations  of  it  change.  Clouds  and 
darknefs  may  be  before  him  now,  but  they  will 
blow  over  in  a  little  time.  Thy  God  pins  a  iweet- 
pefs  into  every  difpenfation.  The  everlafting  co¬ 
venant 
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venant  runs  through  life,  and  through  death.  He 
hath  faid.  He  will  never  fail  thee  nor  forfake  thee  • 
God  will  fuffer  thee  to  talk  with  him  of  his  jud^ 
ments,  though  he  does  not  remove  them  ;  ply  the 
throne  of  grace,  and  he  will  reconcile  thee  to  them. 
Whatever  becomes  of  himfelf,  every  believer  is  jea¬ 
lous  of  God’s  honour.  I  will,  fays  the  church 
Micah  vii.  9.  bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord ,  be- 
caufe  I  have  finned  again  !  him,  until  he  plead  my 
caufe,  and  execute  judgment  for  me.  Mofes  was  an- 
fwered  in  his  prayer,  though  not  in  the  very  bleffin^ 
he  afked  for:  God  took  him  to  heaven  inftead  of 
leading  him  into  Canaan.  Our  God  has  better  thinos 
for  us,  than  the  utmoft  of  what  we  can  alk  or  de- 
'  fire  here.  Communion,  near  and  intimate  fellow- 
Ihip  with  God,  will  make  amends  for  the  Jofs  of 
any  mercy.  God  will  anfwer  and  forgive  his  people, 
though  he  takes  vengeance  on  their  inventions,  be- 
caufe  of  the  relation  he  ftands  in  unto  them  as  their 
covenant-God. 

2.  Becaufe  he  hath  received  a  ranfom  for  them 
from  the  hands  of  their  furety.  Their  perfons  and 
their  mercies  are  bought  out  of  the  hands  of  juftice : 
and  if  a  price  be  paid,  it  is  unjuft  to  detain  the 
goods  for  which  it  is  paid.  God  corrects  his  people, 
not  for  the  fatisfaclion  of  his  juftice  :  The  chaftife- 
ment  of  our  peace  was  upon  another,  by  way  of 
fatisfaCtion  :  Chrift  hath  born  the  burden  of  every 
fin  :  All  God’s  corrections  are  for  the  difplay  of  his 
holinefs,  and  that  we  might  be  purified  and  made 
holy  thereby.  Mofes,  Aaron,  and  Samuel  were  a 
people  near  unto  God,  even  when  corrected  and  re¬ 
proved  by  him.  Love  to  a  believer’s  perfon  is  well 
confident  with  indignation  againft  his  fin,  fo  Jong 
as  there  is  virtue  in  Chrift’s  blood  and  acceptable^ 
neis  in  his  perfon  and  work,  as  our  advocate  before 
the  throne  ;  fo  Jong  fear  nor,  foul,  the  continuance 
of  God’s  favour,  as  a  pardoning  and  anfwering 
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God.  There  is  worthinefs  in  the  Lamb  that  was  flain, 
thouo-h  there  be  new  guilt  and  defilement  from 
day  to  day  in  thee.  God  has  found,  and  accepted 
aranfom,  therefore  he  will  hear^and  pardon  thee. 
Chrift  has  more  to  fay  for  his  faints  before  God, 
than  all  their  fins  have  to  fay  againft  them. 

2.  God  anfwers  and  forgives  his  people,  becaufe 
it  is  one  of  his  titles ,  that  fo  he  will  do.  O  /  thou 
that  heareft  prayer,  unto  thee  jhall  all flejh  come,  Pfalm 
Ixv.  2.  And  Nehem.  ix.  17.  ‘Thou  art  a  God  of  par¬ 
dons.  Though  he  be  a  juft  God,  he  is  alfo  a  Saviour. 
One  part  of  God’s  name  cafts  no  reproach  or  dif- 
honour  upon  another.  If  he  prepares  the  heart  to 
feck,  will  he  not  prepare  his  ear  to  hear  ?  When  he 
vifits  moft  forely,  on  the  account  of  fin,  his  vifita- 
tions  are  all  in  mercy.  Love  lies  at  the  bottom  of 
all  his  dealings  with  his  faints,  and  there  are  com¬ 
forts  prepared  for  the  moft  affiifted  ftate  any  of  his 
faints  can  be  in  •,  God  will  not  be  called  the  God  of 
all  comfort  in  vain.  If  Mofes  dies  upon  the  mount, 
he  ftiall  have  comfort  in  dying,  and  honour  afeer- 
'  wards.  Some  render  thofe  words  which  fpeak  of 
his  departure  ;  fo  Mofes  the  fervant  of  the  Lord 
died  there  in  the  land  of  Moab,  upon  the  mouth  of  the 
Lord,  Deut.  xxxiv.  5.  intimating,  that  when  God 
had  fhewed  him  all  the  good  land,  his  holy  foul 
was  refigned  to  God’s  will,  who  with  a  kifs  of  love 
feparated  the  foul  from  the  body,  and  he  departed. 
The  light  of  God’s  countenance  and  the  love  of  his 
heart  are  two  things ;  one  may  be  wanting,  but  he 
never  denies  the  other. 

4.  Should  God  mark  iniquities  and  not  forgive 
fin,  there  could  be  none  among  the  children  of  men 
to  ferve  him :  All  we  like  fheep  have  gone  ajtray. 
There  is  drofs  mixed  with  our  fineft  Gold  •,  and 
fome  weeds  to  fpoil  the  ffnell  of  our  fweeteft  flow¬ 
ers.  The  Canaanite  is  left  in  the  land  to  prove,  but 
pot  to  deftrov  us.  There  is  corruption  in  the  bell 
’  '  of 
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of  his  faints  to  humble,  but  not  to  condemn.  Grace 
and  mercy  are  promifed  for  a  time  of  need  :  God 
would  never  be  fpoken  of  in  our  text  as  anfwerino- 
his  faints,  were  it  not  that  they  might  from  hence 
have  encouragement  to  feek  it.  Thou  anfweredft 
them ,  O  Lord  our  God.  Some  ufes  fhall  clofe  all. 

Use  i.  Shall  we  marvel  or  murmur  at  any  of 
our  trials  ?  Look  inward,  and  you  may  fee  the  caufe 
of  all.  If  ftp  be  regarded  in  the  heart,  vengeance 
muft  follow  in  the  life.  God  will  not  have  Agar 
fpared,  though  he  be  clothed  delicately.  Secret 
provocations  his  eye  is  mod  upon.  Are  our  hearts 
fo  full  of  them  ?  Our  duties  and  dependencies  fo 
full  ?  and  yet  lhall  we  wonder  when  God  vifits  for 
them  ?  Confider  who  God  is,  and  what  fin  deferves ; 
then  whatever  be  thy  afflidtion,  diftrefs  or  forrow, 
thou  wilt  he  dumb  and  not  open  thy  mouth ,  becaufe 
God  hath  done  it. 

Use  2.  Does  God  anfwer  and  forgive,  and  yet 
take  vengeance  ?  Labour  to  have  your  affe&ions 
fuited  to  providential  difpenfations.  The  view  of 
mercy  is  fweet.  In  profperity  rejoice  :  The  ap¬ 
pearance  of  judgment  ftrikes  terror.  Let  them 
prai/e  thy  great  and  terrible  name :  for  it  is  holy, 
verfe  3.  This  fhould  lead  to  deep  humiliation  and 
mourning.  It  is  a  beautiful  frame  of  foul  to  be  in, 
when  all  the  affedlions  are  in  exercife  at  once ;  a  fide 
wind  fills  all  the  fails  ;  that  providence  which  does 
this,  for  the  prefent ,  may  appear  awful,  but  it  will 
ever  be  found,  in  the  end,  to  be  advantageous. 

T  hou  fpeakeft,  as  David  did,  in  hafie ,  when  thou 
concluded;  that  all  thefe  things  are  againjl  thee. 
Labour  for  anfwerablenefs  of  fpirit  to  providential 
difpenfations. 

Use  3*  Blefs  God  for  Chrifl,  whatever  mercy 
thou  wanted;.  1  here  would  be  no  pardon  without 
a  facrifice  ;  no  perfon  accepted  but  through  Chrilt’s 
fjghteoufnefs  imputed ;  no  pardon  given  but  what 
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comes  through  his  hands  ;  no  prayer  heard,  fave  in 

the  virtue  of  his  intercefiion. 

Use  4.  Admire  God’s  patience.  So  many  inven¬ 
tions,  and  no  more  vengeance  ;  O  !  amazing.  It  is 
well  for  us,  God  does  not  take  vengeance  for  every 
fin.  Set  God  as  an  holy  God  before  thee  daily. 
Serve  the  Lord  with  fear ,  and  rejoice  with  trem- 

XJse  5.  Wo  to  fuch  as  were  never  interefted  in 
God’s  forgivenefs.  'The  wages  of  fin  is  death.  With¬ 
out  intereft  in  God  as  a  covenant  God,  there  can 
be  no  pardon,  no  hope ;  no  heaven :  This  is  by 
Chrift,  in  whom  whofoever  believeth  fhall  not  'penjht 
but  have  everlafiing  life . 
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1  Cor.  xv.  31. 

7  proteft  by  your  rejoicing ,  which  1  have  in 
Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord  I  die  daily. 

✓ 

TH  E  words  with  which  this  verfe  clofes,  in  the 
original  begin  the  fentence.  1  die  daily,  verily 
1  do  it,  by  your  rejoicing  which  1  have  in  Chrift  jefus 
cur  Lord .  There  is  an  uncommon  earneftnefs,  and 
vehemence  in  the  expreffion,  beyond  what  our  tranf- 
JatiOn  can  reach,  as  a  learned  writer  obferves  upon 
the  fubjeU.  Gur  great  Apoftle  is  fpeaking  out  his 
very  heart,  upon  a  mod  folemn  and  important  occa- 
hon ;  Lis  chief  defign  and  aim,  in  this  chapter,  is  to 
evince  the  certainty  and  neceffity  of  the  refurredti- 
on,  which  he  does  by  many  inconteftible  arguments, 
here  he  brings  in  the  abfurdity  of  his  own  conduct, 
and  that  of  other  Chriftians  upon  any  other  fup- 
pofition  :  Eife  what  fh  all  they  do ,  which  aye  baptized 
for  the  dead,  ij  the  dead  rife  not  at  all?  Why  are 
they  alfo  baptized  for  the  dead  ?  And  why  ft  and  we  in 
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jeopardy  every  hour?  Ver.  2  9,  30.  that  is,  as  fome  in¬ 
terpret  the  words;  44  Why  are  any  baptized  into  the 
46  faith  of  them  that  die  in  Chrift  ?”  Or  as  others, 

44  Why  are  they  baptized  into  the  name  of  Chrift, 
Wwho  is  dead,  (fo  putting  the  fingular  number  for 
44  the  plural)  if  the  dead  rife  not  at  all ;  or,  why 
44  fland  we  in  jeopardy  every  hour?  Why  do  we 
44  rifk  our  comforts,  and  our  lives,  expofing  qur- 
44  felves  every  day  to  dangers  and  death,  if  there 
44  be  no  future  refurreftion  ?  We  are  little  better 
44  than  fools  or  madmen  to  run  all  thefe  hazards,  if 
44  when  we  die  we  die  wholly  and  revive  no  more.” 
It  can  never  be  thus,  you  and  I  have  all  of  us  an  ar¬ 
gument  to  the  contrary  in  our  own  breads,  which 
all  the  reafoning  in  the  world  can  never  weaken 
the  force  of.  There  is  a  joy  in  Chrift,  arifmg  from 
a  fenfe  of  intereft  in  him,  which  we  feel  the  power 
and  comfort  of  every  day  ;  we  have  trufted  our 
fouls  in  his  hands,  lodged  our  eternal  concerns  with 
him,  and  do  we  not  alfo  know  in  whom  we  have 
believed ,  and  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  we 
have  cormnitted  to  him ,  againft  that  day?  The  love 
of  God  is  fhed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  his  Spi¬ 
rit  given  unto  us ;  we  are  fo  fully  perfuaded  of  it, 
that  we  can  glory  in  it,  in  the  face  of  all  thofe  fuf- 
ferings,  which  we  are  like  to  endure  for  his  fake  5 
nothing  we  can  part  with  is  too  much  for  Chrift, 
for  we  have  all  things  in  him,  he  is  ours  in  life,  at 
death,  and  ours  when  we  come  to  judgment;  I 
am  fo  fully  perfuaded  of  it  myfelf,  fays  our  Apoftle, 
that  I  am  in  deaths  often ,  every  day  expofed  to  die, 
and  I  fuffer  all  that  befals  me  joyfully ;  or  other- 
wife,  I  am  fo  con&dent  of  being  raifed  up  in  him, 
and  by  him,  and  of  being  with  him,  that  I  am 
every  day  preparing  for  death,  I  wait  for  it,  as 
one  waits  for  a  friend,  who  will  bring  me,  by  a 
fliort  cut,  to  that  inheritance  which  life  can  never 
give  me  the  full  poffefiion  of ;  1  am  in  readinefs  to 
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meet  death,  looking  out  beforehand  for  the  kind 
meflenger  of  my  father’s  will,  as  one  that  will  give 
him  no  room  to  flay  upon  my  account  when  he 
comes.  I  die  daily ,  I  have,  as  it  were,  begun  the 
work  beforehand,  that  I  may  no  ftranger  to  it, 
when  the  appointed  hour  approaches ,  By  y our  rejoic - 
ingwhi^h  I  have  in  (thrift  feftus  our  Lord*  According 
to  this  feme  the  particle,  i>y\^  feems  to  be  a  note,  rather 
of  ftrong  Hiicv eiation  than  of  juration  or  fweann^r. 
Their  ftcGfaftnels  and  joy  in  Chnft,  was  a  (juick- 
-  ning  confideration  to  the  Apoftle  in  his  views  of 
deatn,  ai;d  his  preparations  tor  it.  Eifewhere  lays 
he,  now  we  live ,  if  we  ft  and  f aft  in  the  Lord ,  i  ThefT. 
iii.  8.  So  here  1  die  daily 5  I  can  willingly  yield  up 
my  foul  to  God,  becauie  of  that  joy  of  mind  which 
I  fee  fulfilled  in  you. 

Taking  the  words  in  this  fenfe,  they  afford  us  the 
following  obfervations. 

Observ.  Nothing  is  more  comfortable  to  a  gof- 
pel  minifter  living  or  dying,  than  to  fee  the 
blelfed  fruits  and  fuccefs  of  his  labours,  in  the 
fpirituai  walk  and  holy  confidence  and  joy  of 
his  hearers. 

Or  if  we  apply  the  words  more  clofely  to  the 
Apoftle,  as  exercifing  himfelf  in  his  daily  walk, 
with  refpeft  to  the  duty  the  text  fpeaks  of ;  we  may 
raife  from  them  this  obfervation,  which  I  propofe 
chiefly  to  infill  on. 

Ob^er.v.  The  way  to  die  comfortably,  is  to  die 
daily. 

In  difeourfing  on  this  obfervation,  I  fhall  attempt 
only  three  things. 

I.  Shew  you  what  the  duty  is. 

II.  Why  we  fhould  be  found  in  the  practice  of  it. 

ill.  How  this  redounds  to  our  comfort,  when 

death  really  comes. 

I.  I  am 
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I.  I  am  to  fhew  what  the  duty  is,  which  the 
Apoftle  fo  vehemently  purfues  :  I  proteft  by  your  re¬ 
joicing,  which  I  have  in  Chriji  Jefus  our  Lotd,  I  die 
daily .  To  die  once ,  is  a  lot  appointed  for  tin  ,  lQ 
die  daily  is  a  duty  pradfied,  a  heeding  obtained  by 
few  ;  moft  live  as  if  they  were  never  to  die,  becaule 
the  day  is  evil,  they  put  it  far  from  them  j  and  all 
the  tokens  of  mortality  within  themfelves,  the  many 
melancholy  evidences  they  have  or  it  among  others, 
are  no  fooner  feen  than  forgotten  by  tnem.  Alas ! 
Saints  themfelves,  who  have  hope  in  their^death, 
are  too  forgetful  of  their  dying  time.  Suiter  me, 
therefore,  in  this  great  concern,  to  ftir  up  your  pure 
minds  by  way  of  remembrance,  that  whenioever 
your  matter  cometh  he  may  not  find  you  fleeping. 
What  it  is  to  die  really  I  will  not,  I  cannot  fay  j 
the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death,  as  it  is  a  way 
whence  we  cannot  return,  io  it  is  a  way  wholly  un¬ 
known  to  us,  till  it  is  patted  by  us  ;  but  what  it  is 
%o  die  daily  may  be  learnt,  under  the  Spirit  s  gra¬ 
cious  influences,  by  a  regular  pradice  and  due  im¬ 
provement  of  the  following  particulars.  As, 

i.  To  die  daily,  is  to  fet  death  always  before  us, 
as  a  change  which  will  one  day  certainly  come.  A 
time  of  afflidion,  temptation  or  defertion  may  come, 
but  the  time  of  our  death  mujl  come.  It  is  appointed 
for  men  once  to  die ,  there  is  no  way  believers  have 
into  their  Father’s  houfe  but  this  ;  through  dying 
we  come  to  live.  Our  bleffed  Lord  himielf  found 
no  other  paflage  into  his  own  glory.  Ought  not 
Chriji  to  fuffer  thefe  things ,  and  to  enter  into  his  glory  i 
Luke  xxiv.  26.  We  fee  Jefus,  who  was  made  a  little 
lower  than  the  angels,  for  the  fuffer  ing  of  death,  crowned 
with  glory  and  honour,  Heb.  ii.  9.  and  verie  14.  It 
is  pleafant  to  fee  death  in  Chrift’s  hands  •,  though 
it  appear  at  a  diftance  we  are  for  bringing  it  near, 
when  we  can  read  our  names  in  the  Lamb’s  book  of 
life.  And  whence  is  it  then  believers  are  fo  much 
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afrai  1  of  the  ftroke  when  the  time  comes  ?  Is  it  not 
becaufe  they  have  thought  fo  little  of  it  before¬ 
hand  ?  It  has  not  duly  engaged  their  thoughts,  nor 
imprefied  their  minds  •,  it  is  rather  looked  upon  as  a 
pofllble  occurrence,  than  a  fixed,  determined,  and 
appointed  thing  Man  is  apt  foolifhly  to  boaft  him- 
feif  of  to-morrow,  becaufe  he  is  favoured  with  the 
comfortable  enjoyments  of  the  prefent  day.  Did 
they  not  live  at  uncertainties,  few  would  die  at  fo 
Great  uncertainties,  as  profefiors  themfelves  often 
do.  You  believe  you  fhall  die,  but  do  you  live  as 
if  you  were  dying  ?  What !  forget  death  in  the  midft 
of  your  cares  and  hurfes  in  life  ?  Not  one  thought 
what  you  (hail  be  beyond  the  grave,  when  you  lay 
fo  many  fchemes  how  you  may  be  great  and  ho¬ 
nourable  in  your  pafiage  to  it  ?  This  was  far  from 
Job's  cafe  and  practice ;  1  have  /aid  to  corruption.  Thou 
art  my  father :  to  the  wot  tn.  Thou  art  my  mother,  and 
myfifter ,  Job  xvii.  14.  He  took  a  turn  to  the  grave 
often,  as  one  that  believed  he  (hould  one  day  take 
up  his  dwelling  there-,  he  was  no  ftranger  to  cor¬ 
ruption  and  darknefs,  though  he  was  at  prefent  in 
the  light  of  the  living.  Thus  alfo  we  hear  holy 
Jjavid  praying,  Lord,  make  me  to  know  mine  end,  and 
the  meafure  of  'my  days,  what  it  is,  that  I  may  know 
how  frail  lam,  Pfalm  xxxix.  4.  He  was  afraid  to 
look  co  futurity,  led  he  fn  u'd  look  at  a  thing  that 
was  not  •,  his  minings  and  the  meditations  of  his 
heart  were  about  the  grav  •,  the  place  appointed  for 
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It  is  nor,  Lord”,  make  me  to  know 
rry  ilay,  my  abode  here  on  e  *  th,  that.  I  may  be 
«  ufcful  and  fruitful,  whilP:  I  am  living  No;  but, 
Z/;rr/,  wale  me  to  know  mine  end*  and  th«  me  fare  of  my 
d.iyu  that  I  may  be  ready  for  dying:  Behold  thou 
j-)a{l  mode  vy  days  as  an  band-breadth,  and  mine .  age 
is  as  nothing  before  thee ,  ver.  5.  i  o  oie  daJy  is  to 
|ot  dea  .i  always  before  us,  as  what- will  certainly 
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2.  It  is  to  be  ready  to  meet  death,  as  a  change 
which  may  fuddenly  come.  How  many  are  fnatched 
out  of  time  into  eternity,  without  any  manner  of 
warning  ?  In  a  moment  thfey  go  down  to  the  grave -, 
and  what  is,  of  all  others,  the  mod  awful  word. 
Death  has  dominion  over  them.  Every  one  has  a 
great  work  to  do  here,  and  a  long  journey  to  take 
afterwards,  fooner  it  may  be,  by  far,  than  he  is 
aware  of ;  the  garment  of  mortality  mud  be  put 
off ;  perhaps  even  now,  while  I  am  fpeaking,  God 
may  be  unclothing  feme  of  you.  All  are  not 
young  and  healthy,  prepared  to  refill  the  fhock  of 
a  threatening  illnefs.  The  pins  of  the  tabernacle 
are  already  loofened,  by  a  long  feries  of  diftempers ; 
and  who  knows  how  foon  the  tabernacle  itfelf  may 
be  wholly  taken  down  ?  Is  your  living  work  done, 
before  your  dying  time  comes  ?  Are  you  ready  to 
wait  upon  your  Lord,  fhould  you  be  immediately 
called  forth  to  meet  him  ?  Is  your  heart  chafte  to 
Chrift  ?  Are  your  affedions  centering  in  him  ?  Do 
you  ufe  the  world,  as  not  abufing  it,  for  the  fafhion 
thereof  pafleth  away  ?  What !  houfes  and  lands, 
and  children  and  friends,  all  left,  and  left  willingly, 
in  a  Father’s  hands  ?  This  is  a  good  evidence  of 
readinefs  to  meet  your  Lord,  when  he  calls  you  fo 
to  do.  Our  Saviour  ufes  two  words,  when  exhort* 
ing  his  difciples  to  this  duty  \  perhaps  one  may  ex- 
prefs  the  fafety  of  our  Hate,  and  the  other  the  agree- 
ablenefs  of  our  frame,  Matth .  xxiv.  42,  44.  Be  ye 
alfo  ready ,  for  in  fuch  an  hour  as  ye  think  not  the  Son 
of  man  cometh :  watch  therefore ,  for  ye  know  not  what 
hour  your  Lord  doth  come .  Being  ready,  argues  our 
llatefafe*,  watching,  argues  our  frame  fuitable  and 
becoming.  Chriftians,  though  always  warriors,  are 
not  always  watchers ;  we  fometimes  forget  our 
work,  our  way,  and  our  journey’s  end  \  worldly 
thoughts  produce  worldly  frames  ;  and*it  is  hard  to 
leave  the  world,  when  we  judge  our  t^eafure  in  a 
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great  part  to  confift  in  it.  Do  we  expeft  our  friend, 
and  fhall  we  not  fee  to  it,  that  all  things  are  ready 
to  receive  him  ?  Alas,  my  friends!  is  it  not  fad  for 
Chrifh  to  cal!  his  own,  when  they  are  afhamed  be- 
xoi c  him  at  his  coming?  Chriftians  have  loft  their 
firft  zeal,  and  almofc  wholly  loft  their  firft  love  , 
fecret  faults  and  prefurrxptuous  fins,  both  lie  upon 
the  confcience  unpurged,  and  a  Joofe  and  carelefs 
walk,  either  in  the  church  or  in  the  world,  begets 
bitternefs  and  anguifh  in  a  dying  hour.  The  fins  of 
profeflbrs  often  cloud  and  darken  the  valley  of  the 
fhadow  cf  death  when  they  pafs  it.  Think  every 
day  your  laft  day,  and  every  duty  your  laff  duty, 
and  fee  how  you  will  aft  then.  There  mutt  come 
one  new  morning  which  will  have  no  night ;  or  one 
night  which  admits  no  morning.  When  the  fruit 
Is  ripe,  it  falls  from  the  tree  itfelf.  Oh  !  to  have 
our  evidences  for  heaven  clear  in  the  views  of  death  ! 
This  is  a  token  for  good  ;  how  pleafant,  how  eafy 
it  is,  for  thofe  who  are  weaned  from  this  world, 
and  walk  clofely  with  God,  to  depart  hence,  and 
be  ever  with  him,  call  when  he  will?  But  lamps 
will  not  do,  if  there  be  not  oil  in  your  lamps. 
Keep  God  and  Chrift  and  heaven  and  happinefs  in 
view,  while  ye  are  fcjourning  here,  and  blefied  will 
be  the  furprife,  though  ye  fhould  in  a  moment  die, 
and  awake  in  glory  ;  Blejfed  is  that  fervant ,  whom 
his  Lord ,  when  he  comelh ,  jhatl find fo  doings  Matth. 
xxiv.  46.  To  die  daily,  is  to  meet  death  as  a  change 
which  may  fuddenly  come. 

3.  To  die  daily,  is  to  wait  for  our  change,  as 
what  we  define,  were  it  God’s  will,  fhould  come 
fpeedily.  They  are  our  Apofile’s  own  words  •,  Having 
a  defire  to  depart ,  and  to  be  with  Chrift ,  Phil.  i.  23. 
The  word  is  expreffive  of  an  earneft,  vehement, 
and  continued  defire  *,  it  is  luch  a  defire  as  cannot 
be  fatisfied,  till  full  enjoyment  comes ;  not  a  fud- 
den  paftion  which  comes  by  fits,  but  a  ftrong  bent 
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and  lading  inclination  ;  his  heart  was  fixed  upon 
Chrift,  who  is  the  ftrtngth  of  the  believer's  heart ,  and 
his  portion  for  ever.  Nothing  lefs  than  this  can 
work  in  the  foul  luch  an  earned  deffrc  to  leave  the 
body  j  for  companions  fo  long  as  thefe  aie,  find  it 
hard  to  part  at  laft  without  a  druggie;  there  is  a 
natural  love  of*  life)  and  there  is  aifo  a  natural  fear 
of  death,  even  where  there  is  no  fear  of  the  cortfe- 
quences,  but  only  of  the  ftruggles  and  pangs  of 
death  itfelf.  Now,  what  is  it  that  conquers  and 
difpels  this  fear?  A  view  of  Chrift  our  rifen  Savi¬ 
our,  our  trufty  friend,  who  is  gone  to  heaven  al¬ 
ready,  to  make  all  in  reaclinefs  againft  we  come 
theree  The  bleffed  Jefus !  what  will  not  the  loul 
part  with  freely,  to  have  and  enjoy  him  ?  All  our 
hopes  are  in  him,  and  therefore  our  hearts  are  ever 
with  him.  The  body  is  left  in  the  grave,  only  ro 
be  purified,  to  be  refined,  that  it  may  be  railed  in 
glory  when  the  refurre£lion  comes.  O  !  we  can 
leave  it  there,  under  Chrift’s  care,  in  whofe  fight 
our  death  and  our  duft  are  both  precious.  It  is 
for  him  we  are  waiting,  who  is  better  than  all ;  our 
life  has  hitherto  been  in  him,  now  we  are  going  to 
the  fountain-head  to  be  for  ever  with  him.  Chrif- 
tian,  let  me  appeal  to  your  experience,  when  you 
have  freedom  with  God  before  the  throne,  and  a 
view  of  Chrift’s  conqueft  over  death  and  hell,  how 
do  you  find  your  fpirit  working  ?  What  are  your 
thoughts,  your  hopes,  and  your  defires  fixed  upon  ? 
Do  they  not  work  as  our  Apoftle’s  did  ?  Should 
T  death  come,  and  take  you  upon  your  knees,  would 
you  defire  a  longer  ftay  ?  Is  there  any  thing  here 
worthy  your  love  ?  No  verily,  the  fooner  at  home 
the  better  *,  long  to  be  hid  in  the  grave,  that  you 
may  fpend  the  refidue  of  your  life  without  clouds 
or  fears,  without  trouble  or  fin,  in  the  prefence  of 
Chrift  your  living  head  :  In  his  prefence  there  is  ful- 
nefs  of  joy .  The  body  here  cannot  keep  pacce  with 
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the  foul  *,  it  is  a  clog  and  a  burden,  therefore  it  is 
doomed  to  death  ;  to  death  you  yield  it,  and  whilft 
yeur  ioul  is  mounting  upwards,  in  contemplation 
ot  C ariii,  in  communion  with  him,  your  flelh  alfo 
doth  rdf  in  hope,  and  you  wait  with  patience  and 
hoiv  joy,  til)  you  hear  your  Be*oved  ;ay ,  44  Come, 
for  ail  things  are  ready.55  1  o  die  daily,  is  to 
wait  for  our  change,  as  what  we  defire. 

4*  *1  °  die  daily,  is  to  refign  our  iouls  folemnly  into 
our  Rtdt.'  met  s  banes,  as  thole  who  know  not  whe* 
ther  they  have  mother  day  to  live.  To  leave  them 
wida  his  faithfulnefs,  love,  and  care,  who  hath  faid, 
/  will  not  fail  thee>  nor  jorfake  thee .  Thus  the 
Pftlmift  exercifed  faith  in  God,  Pfal  xiii.  5.  Into 
thine  hands  I  commit  my  Jpirit :  thou  kafi  redeemed  it , 
O  Lord  God  of  truth .  Many  a  promife  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  before,  but  now  he  needed  the  comfort  of 
all,  7  houghts  of  eternity  are  very  awful.  How 
it  will  be  with  our  poor  fouls,  when  we  leave  the 
body,  we  know  not  ;  where  they  will  be,  how  they 
will  adt.  in  what  manner  they  are  to  be  engaged, 
Of  thefe  things  faith  gives  us  but  dark  and 
diftant  views;  and  yet  all  our  hopes  and  happinefs 
are  wrapt  up  in  our  fouls  welfare ;  if  our  fouls  are 
fate,  all  is  late  ;  we  are  bleflcd,  infinitely  blelfed  for 
ever  and  ever.  Well,  fays  the  Pfalmift,  I  am  right 
.  in  diis  great  concern  ;  I  have  left  my  foul  where  it 
cannot  but  be  fafe  ;  it  is  left  in  his  hands  who  re¬ 
deemed  it ;  I  have  folemnly  committed  it  to  him, 
who  has  ever  hitherto  fupported  it ;  it  is  in  the  hand 
of  my  cOvenant-Gcd,  who  will  fulfil,  in  eternity,  all 
the  promifes,  on  which  my  faith  and  my  hope  have 
been  founded  in  time.  Into  thine  handi  I  commit  my 
fpirit.  I  have  found  him  the  Lord  God  of  truth  in 
every  other  particular,  and  fure  I  may  venture  to 
truft  him  in  this.  In  like  manner,  fays  our  holy 
Apoftle,  2  Tim.  i.  ?2.  I  know  whom  I  have  beUevcd^ 
and  I  am  perfucided  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I 
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have  committed  unto  him  againft  that  day .  He  fpeaks 
here  like  one  that  died  daily.  Nothing  could 
move  him  from  his  hope,  nor  the  confidence  he 
had  in  Chrift  Jefus,  Every  day  he  made  a  new 
reckoning,  counted  up  his  forrows,  his  joys,  the 
blefied  realities  of  the  better  date,  and  left  all  he 
had  or  hoped  for  in  Chrift’s  hands,  and  there  he 
was  fure  to  find  it  with  intereft.  This  was  a  trying 
time  to  Paul  ;  he  was  called  to  Hand  before  l\ctoy 
that  persecuting  Roman  emperor,  a  fecond  time, 
and  he  had  no  man  to  hand  by  him  ;  but  he  was 
God’s  prifoner,  and  Chrift’s  chains  are  precious 
chains.  Many  things  he  buffered  of  men,  but  he 
was  in  no  wile  afhamed  of  God  or  his  gofpel  ;  For 
the  which  caufe  1  alfo  fuffer  thefe  things ,  neverthe¬ 
less  I  am  not  afhamed,  for  I  know  whom  I  have  be¬ 
lieved,  &c.  As  if  he  had  laid,  “  This  is  not  the  firfl 
time  1  have  trufted  him  upon  the  fame  account  ;  I 
have  often  refigned  up  my  foul  to  him,  and  he  has 
never  failed  me  yet ;  fhall  I  at  laft  draw  back,  what! 
now  my  departure  is  fo  near?  God  forbid  !  Chrift 
is  the  fame  he  ever  was  ;  I  know  whom  I  have  be¬ 
lieved ;  I  am  beyond  doubts  and  Ears,  for  I  am  per - 
fuaded  he  will  keep  that  I  have  committed  to  himP  G 
Chriftian,  this  is  an  anchor  of  the  foul ,  both  fare  and 
fiedfaft ;  come  death  when  it  will,  you  may  die 
chearfuily  and  comfortably,  when  your  all  is  left 
daily  in  Chrift’s  hands;  no  furprize  can  affright  you, 
no  fear  fhame  you,  if  Chrift  be  the  rock  of  your 
heart,  you  can  never  be  moved  ;  your  poor  foul 
cannot  be  left  naked,  when  Chnft  is  your  cloth¬ 
ing.  It  is  true,  it  is  turned  out  of  its  old  tene¬ 
ment,  but  not  out  of  houfe  and  home ;  Chrift  has 
prepared  an  habitation  for  it  in  his  own  prefence,  in 
the  bofom  of  his  everlafting  love  ;  there  fhali  it 
abide  in  the  fulnefs  of  joy,  till  it  be  reunited  to  its 
former  habitation  in  the  refurreftion-day.  Fbeu  wilt 
Jkew  me  the  path  of  life  ;  in  thy  prefence  is  fuhefs  of 

D  d  4  joy  • 


424  The  Chrijiians  duty  Ser.  XXXIIL 

joy' \  at  thy  right  hard  there  are  pleafures  for  evermore , 
Pial.  xvi.  11.  To  die  daily,  \sfolemnly  to  commit 
cur  fouls  into  cur  Redeemer's  hands ,  as  not  knowing 
whether  we  have  another  day  to  live. 

Thus  much  tor  the  fir  ft  general,  what  is  the  duty 
'itfelf.  I  proceed  to  confider, 

• 

II.  Why  are  we  to  he  found  in  the  conftant  prac¬ 
tice  of  it  ? 

And  let  it  fuffice,  that  I  mention  only  the  three 
following  things. 

1.  This  redounds  greatly  to  th z  glory  of  God. 
He  is  honoured  by  a  lively  frame  and  an  upright 
walk.  For  the  fons  of  God,  and  of  glory,  to  live 
wholly  ftrangers  to  death,  or  to  be  afraid  of  it; 
how  does  this  fully  their  character,  and  (hams  their 
profeffion  !  This  is  to  receive  the  fpirit  of  bondage 
again  unto  fear,  not  the  fpirit  of  adoption,  where¬ 
by  we  cry  Abba ,  Father.  There  is  a  walking  worthy 
of  the  Lordy  Col.  i.  10.  worthy  the  obligations  we 
lie  under  to  him,  and  the  bleffed  promifes  we  have 
received  from  him  ;  worthy  of  them  that  are  called 
by  his  name,  and  chofen  to  his  glory  :  And  what 
•mull  be  done  by  us,  in  order  to  fuch  a  walk  ?  Let 
the  Apoftle  himfelf  anfwer,  2  Cor.  iv.  18.  While 
we  look  not  at  the  things  which  are  feen ,  hut  at 
the  things  which  are  not  feen  ;  for  the  things  which 
art  feen  are  temporal ,  but  the  things  which  are  not 
fe  n  are  eternal  ;  then  we  are  thus  walking.  The 
word  fignifies  lo  to  look ,  as  when  one  takes  his  mark 
or  aim  at  any  thing;  his  eyes  were  not  presently 
on,  and  as  foon  off  again;  no,  they  fixed  on 
thefe  things ;  by  his  views  of  them,  he  took  his  aim 
and  fcope,  how  he  fhould  walk  here,  and  fo  brought 
the  communion  and  joys  of  heaven  into  his  daily 
walk  and  conversation  on  earrh.  How  holily,  how 
chearfully  and  becomingly  does  filch  a  Chriftiaa 
walk,  who  has  Chrift  in  his  eye  both  as  the  author 

and 


:  qoc]_  The  Lord  increafe  the  number  of 
Ikers  !  But  in  our  day  religion  is  little  more 


inch  walker: 
than  name  ; 


.  many  talk  well,  but  as  for  walking 


that  is  lefc  to  others,  who  have  more  time  or  more 
confidence  and  grace  than  themfelves. 

2  It  makes  much  for  the  ejlablijiotnent  and  con- 
folation  of  other  Chriftians.  It  greatly  faddens  the 
hearts  of  younger  Chriftians,  to  hear  thofe  that  are 
ooing  off  the  ftage  of  life  mourning  and  complain¬ 
ing  as  if  they  were  wholly  in  fufpence  as  to  their 
eternal  ftate.  Sure,  were  you  to  converfe  more 
with  God  you  would  fpeak  more  for  him.  What 
though  your  hopes  for  the  prefent  fail,  the  God  of 
yourliopes  lives.  Though  you  cannot  read  love  in 
all  things,  the  covenant,  which  concerns  you  in 
every  ftate,  is  ordered  in  all  things ,  and  Jure.  If 
you  are  iealous  of  yourfelves,  you  may  confide  in 
Thrift,  his  left  hand  is  under  your  head  to  fupport 
you,  though  his  right  hand  does  not  fenfibly  em¬ 
brace  you.  Prefs  forward  towards  the  mark  ;  wait 
for  God’s  falvation,  as  Jacob  did,  though  you  lhould 
not  be  able  to  lay  with  Simeon,  Mine  eyes  have  feen 
it.  It  makes  much  for  the  eftablifhment  of  younger 
Chriftians. 

n.  This  is  a  frame,  which  is  highly  beneficial  to 
our  own  fouls.  And  fo  I  am  led  to  the  third  ge¬ 
neral. 

HI.  How  does  the  regular  pra&ice  of  the  duty 
I  have  been  explaining,  redound  to  the  comfort  of 
our  own  fouls,  when  death  really  comes  ?  Or  whence 
it  is,  that  dying  daily  has  fo  great  an  intereft  and 
concern,  in  our  dying  comfortably  ?  And, 

Firfi,  They  that  die  daily  die  comfortably  ;  be- 
caufe  by  this  means  we  make  death  familiar  to  us; 
and  thofe  we  are  well  acquainted  with,  we  are  but 
little  afraid  of :  Friends  that  meet  often,  converfe 


without 
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without  (hir.efs  or  fear.  Death  is  our  friend  through 
Chr.ft;  it  is  g!ven  to  us  through  him,  and  that 
wmch  is  given  to  us  for  our  good  can  never  do  us 

anj;;a  pr7*  1  C°r-  "•  22-  dil  things  are  yours, 
wbelkr  i  aul,  cr  Apollos,  Cephas,  *,  the  world, 

•  er  life,  or  death,  or  tbi  ,gs  p-efent,  or  things  to  come  ; 
chare  yours,  and  ye  are  Chrifi's ,  and  Chrifi  is  God’s 
When  we  meet  the  ftroke,  we  may  bid  it  welcome! 
becaufe  u  comes  without  a  fling  ;  Chrift  has  received 
that  into  his  own  fide,  an-  by  this  means  [wallowed 
■u  deato  m  vrticry.  What  can  death  do,  when  it 
ha'-  done  its  uttermoft  l  Have  you  never  weighed 
things,  and  brought  them  to  a  balance  ;  never^on- 
veried  freely  with  your  fouls  upon  this  head  ?  The 
nature  ofdeath  is  changed,  its  ghaftly  vifage  altered 
it  tnay  leparate  the  foul  from  the  body,  but  neither 
from  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  The  fhip  is  broken  to 
pieces  in  which  our  trealur  is,  but  ai!  that  is  pre- 
Ccous  gets  fafe  to  filer-  ;  though  it  call;  you  down, 
you  (hall  rile,  hereafter,  the  more  glorious.  If  it 
be  an  enemy,  it  is  a  foiled  one  •,  and  what  hurt  can 
our  enemy  do  us,  when  he  has  both  loft  his  ftrength 
and  his  weapons  ?  The  valley  through  which  it 
leads  the  believer  is  dark;  but  Chrift  the  fun  of 
lignteoainus  is  theie  to  enlighten  it ;  we  have  a 
captain  of  falvation  to  condueft  us  through  it,  and  to 
welcome  us  to  glory,  when  we  come  to  the  end  of 
it.  Have  you  never  dwelt  on  thefe  things,  you 
that  dwell  in  the  duft  ?  never  viewed  death  the 
king  of  terrors,  with  Chrift  the  prince  of  life  ?  It 
is  high  time,  believers,  to  begin  to  familiarize  thefe 
things  now;  elfe  wonder  not  at  the  fearfulnels  of 
your  fpirits  nor  the  deadnefs  of  your  frames,  when 
death  fhall  give  you  the  awful  fummons  once  for  all. 

Secondly,  Dying  daily  has  a  farther  influence  upon 
our  comforts ;  becaufe  hereby  we  are  weened  from 
the  world  and  all  worldly  enjoyments :  and  thole 
things  which  we  are  weary  of,  we  are  glad  to  leave 

behind 
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behind  us.  Chrift  known  and  enjoyed  makes 
every  earthly  comfort  taftelefs  and  infipid.  O  I  he 
can  have  no  rival  in  cur  love,  when  he  fets  us  as  a 
feal  upon  bis  heart,  as  a  feal  upon  his  arm.  tre- 
quent  meditation  upon  him  in  his  excellencies  and 
o-Iory,  is  a  means  of  transforming  us  into  a  likenefs 
unto  him.  In  this  refpeft  the  knowledge  of  Chrift 
and  him  crucified  infinitely  tranfcends  all  other 
knowledge  ;  and  he  that  knows  and  loves  Chrift 
cannot  but  defire  to  be  with  him.  He  is  our  all  in 
heaven  and  our  all  upon  earth  ;  but  while  we  are 
upon  earth,  we  cannot  Know  the  all  that  is  in  him, 
as  we  fhall  above  in  heaven.  Here  we  fee  through 
a  glafs  darklv  ;  the  fights  we  have  of  him  we  have 
b)T faith  ;  but  faith  itfelf  longs  to  ceafe,  that  we 
may  fee  him  face  to  face.  True  we  muft  pafs  over 
Jordan ,  in  order  to  our  getting  to  Canaan  the  pro- 
mifed  land,  where  our  father  and  his  friends  all 
d  well ;  but  who  would  flop  at  the  fwellings  of  Jor¬ 
dan,  that  has  a  good  hope  through  grace  that  he 
fhall  be  foon  landed  and  landed  fafe  ?  The  world  is 
a  fea  of  trouble  ;  heaven  a  land  of  pure  delight  and 
uninterrupted  reft.  All  our  comforts  are  mixed 
with  erodes  here  ;  but  there  no  crofs,  no  cloud, 
no  iorrow,  no  fin,  no  fear,  can  ever  enter ;  what 
have  we  here  to  pull  us  back  ?  Do  you  never  look 
within  you,  and  about  you  ?  how  many  fins  and 
corruptions  within?  how  many  fnares  and  tempea- 
tions  without  ?  Do  you  defire,  or  can  you  bear 
thele  for  ever  ?  What !  have  you  lived  forty,  fifty, 
three  or  fourfeore  years,  and  not  weaned  from 
the  world  yet !  Is  death  as  great  a  ftranger  as  ever 
it  was  ?  This  cannot  be,  if  you  have  lived  in 
Chrilt,  and  lived  to  Chrift.  But  rather,  have  you  not 
refrgned  your  foul  to  him,  and  your  children  into 
his  hands,  as  a  covenant  God  !  Your  affairs  are  all 
fettled,  being  comprized  in  the  everlafting  and  well 
ordered  covenant  ■,  the  meffenger  comes,  and  you 
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are  weaned  from  the  earth,  and  ready  for  heaven  : 
-our  dying  day  then  is  your  beft  day;  you  have 
been  looking  and  waiting  for  it  long,  and  now  k  is 
ecme,  it.  is  welcome.  It  is  your  marriage  day,  and 
tue  prophet  has  given  you  a  fong  ready  com¬ 
plied  for  it  ;  death  gives  an  endlefs  eternity  to  finer 

ll  1U'r  l)*ii  X°’  /  ™llgreatb  reJoice  ^  the  Lord , 
my  foul  /hall  be  joyful  tn  my  God ;  for  he  hath  clothed 

me  with  the  garments  of  falvation  ;  he  hath  covered 

me  with  the  robe  of  righteoufnefs ,  as  a  bridegroom 

decketh  himfelf  with  ornaments ,  and  as  a  bride  adorneth 

h  erf  elf  with  her  jewels.  By  dying  daily  we  are 

weaned  from  the  world,  &c. 

Thirdly,  By  dying  daily  our  accounts  are  clearly 
fated  between  God  and  us ;  and  what  condemnation 
have  we  then  to  fear  ?  Who  Jh all  lay  any  thim  to  the 
charge  of  God's  eleSt  ?  It  is  God  that  jujtifieth  ;  Rom. 
vm.  35.  A  man  can  hardly  die  well,  who  has  any 
thing  elfe  to  do  than  to  die  ;  the  more  careful  and 
conftant  we  have  been  as  to  our  conrefiions,  con¬ 
trition,  and  daily  obedience  in  life,  the  lefs  advan¬ 
tage  has  Satan  againft  us,  todiftrefs  us,  when  death 
approaches  ;  but  fin  indulged  can  never  confift  with 
communion  enjoyed.  The  fling  of  death  is  fin 
and.  the  ftrength  _  of  fin  is  the  law ,  1  Cor.  xv.  -6. 
Rhis  was  a  bar  in  the  W'ay,  this  was 
there  was  a  necefiity  for  making  up, 
pofition  of  Chrift’s  blood,  in  order 
portable  walk  in  life ;  and  now  this  „  Uuuc,  now 
iniquity  is  pardoned,  and  fin  covered,  who  has  any 
further  inunkment  to  ormg  againft  the  believer  in 
Hus  ?  He  fees  death  ;  but  he  fees  Chrift  with  it, 
who  has  been  the  death  of  death,  and  the  grave’s 
deftruction  ;  Chrift  has  laid  to  fuch.  Fear' not,  1 
have  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death.  Rev.  i.  j  g.  Chrift 
s  Loid  or  both,  anu  wnat  can  they  fear,  who  have 
an  intereft  in  this  living  Lord  ?  By  dying  daily  our 
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accounts  {land  the  more  clearly  Hated  between  God 
and  us.  Once  more. 

Fourthly ,  By  dying  daily,  we  learn  to  look  beyond 
death  while  we  are  looking  at  it  ;  and  all  is  peace 
and  joy  there  for  ever  and  ever.  To  look  always 
upon  death  is  dreadful  indeed,  but  life  without  end 
follows  immediately  after;  that  life  which  Chrift 
a  Iked  of  his  Father,  for  his  many  ions,  Pfah  xxi.  5. 
that  life  which  he  inherits  as  their  head  and  fore¬ 
runner  in  the  prefence  of  God.  O  !  we  are  to  be 
heirs  above  with  him  for  ever ;  heirs  of  God ,  (ini 
joint-heirs  with  Chrift,  Rom.  viii.  17.  Death  brings 
us  to  a  jubilee  of  reft;  then  our  redemption  clay  is 
come,  and  we  enter  upon  our  inheritance,  never  to 
quit  our  poiTeffion  ;  there  fhall  we  fee  God  in  Chrift, 
and  ever  enjoy  him  ;  no  more  tafte  of  the  ftreams 
of  his  goodnefs,  love  and  grace,  but  drink  at  the 
fountain-head,  till  we  are  filled  :  Sips  and  drops  we 
are  to  have  done  with  there  ;  we  fhall  then  he  filled 
with  all  the  fulnefs  of  God .  Happy  fouls  that 
fhall  be  counted  worthy  to  obtain  that  world,  and 
the  refurreftion  from  the  dead.  They  fhall  hunger 
no  more ,  neither  thirfl  any  more ,  neither  fhall  the  fun 
light  on  them ,  nor  any  heat.  For  the  Lamb  which  is 
in  the  midft  of  the  throne  fhall  feed  them ,  and  fhall 
lead  them  unto  living  fountains  of  waters  ;  and  God 
■  fhall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes ,  Rev.  vii. 
16,  17.  Thefe  are  fome  of  the  advantages  which 
believers  have  in  dying  daily  ;  from  whence  it  ap¬ 
pears,  how  great  an  intereft  and  concern  it  has  in 
our  dying  comfortably, 

I  fhall  now  clofe  all  with  a  few  remarks.  And, 

Remark  1.  How  dreadful  is  it  for  them  to 
think  of  dying,  who  have  not  as  yet  begun  to  live. 
The  youngeft  that  hears  me  this  day,  is  old  enough 
to  die  ;  life’s  longeft  ieafe  is  a  fhort  one ;  and  how 
many  fudden  unforeseen  events  are  there  to  make 
it  fborter !  Perhaps  you  may  not  think  of  death  to 

day 
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day,  and  yet  launch  into  eternity  Tome  days  before 
another  Sabbath.  Are  you  out  of  Chrift ?  Wo 
unto  you,,  if  you  die  fo.  The  fling  of  death  will 
then  wound  you  to  the  heart,  and  feal  up  your  con¬ 
demnation  for  ever  and  ever;  all  hope  and  help  is 
paft,  when  death  comes ;  there  is  no  difcharge  in 
that  war,  neither  fhall  wickednefs  deliver  thofe  that 
are  given  to  it ;  as  death  leaves  you,  judgment  finds 
you;  heaven  or  hell  will  be  your  endlefs  portion 
according  to  the  flate  death  finds  you  in ;  beware 
of  uncertain  promiles  and  trifling  delays  in  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  everlafting  importance. 

Rem.  2.  The  trueft  wildom  is  to  be  prepared 
againft  the  greateft  danger ;  our  everlafting  all  de¬ 
pends  upon  our  dying  well.  If  a  man  mifcarry  in 
death  he  is  undone  for  ever,  it  is  a  ftep  which  can 
never  be  taken  over  again  ;  while  we  live  we  are  in 
time,  and  what  is  wanting  in  one  duty  may  be 
confefled  before  God  when  engaged  in  another ; 
but  when  we  die  we  leave  time,  and  there  is  no 
changing  in  an  eternal  world  ;  there  our  flate  is 
fixed,  and  fixed  for  ever,  beyond  the  leaft  hopes 
of  an  alteration.  The  greateft  end  of  living,  is  to 
prepare  for  dying. 

Rem.  3.  Uniefs  we  know  Chrift  favingly,  we 
can  neither  die  daily,  nor  die  comfortably.  He  is 
the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs,  and  our  ftrength.  He 
is  the  foundation  of  our  hope,  and  in  him  is  all  the 
grace  we  need  to  (Lengthen  our  hope  in  a  dark 
day.  All  our  peace  comes  from  him,  for  it  was 
made  by  him  ;  all  our  comfort  is  his  gift,  becaufe 
it  was  his  purchafe :  he  procured  heaven  for  us ;  in 
our  juftification  he  gave  us  the  right  to  do  it,  and 
he  lives  aoove  to  keep  it,  till  he  has  brought  us  at 
death  into  the  full  pofieflion  of  it.  The  believer, 
ftrong  as  nis  faith  may  at  fome  times  be,  never  dares 
look  at  death  uniefs  he  looks  ac  Chrift  alfo.  Death 
is  an  enemy  which  keeps  us  captive  till  we  are  led 

to 
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to  fee  it  an  enemy  conquered  by  Chrift  :  Through 
death  he  hath  delivered  them ,  who  through  fear  of 
death  were  all  their  life- time  fubjehl  to  bondage .  There 
is  the  fpring  of  all  our  life,  confolation  and  joy  in 
a  dying  hour. 

Rem.  4.  It  is  dangerous  living,  even  for  the 
Chriftian  himfelf,  without  keeping  his  dying  time 
ever  in  view  ;  for  a  view  of  death  is  the  greateft 
bridle  upon  in-dwelling  fin,  next  to  an  immediate 
grant  of  mortifying  grace  from  above  *,  who  dares 
iurfeit  himfelf  with  the  pleafures  or  cares  of  life, 
who  knows  not  but  that  he  may  on  the  morrow  go 
down  to  the  grave?  We  all  rejoice  as  though  we 
rejoiced  not ,  and  weep  as  though  we  wept  not ,  and 
ufe  this  life  as  not  abufing  it ,  when  we  are  helped  to 
keep  death  in  view,  which  will  ipeediiy  put  an  end 
to  ail  our  forrows  and  joys. 

R  em.  5.  Should  we  not  make  hafte  with  our 
living  work,  when  we  know  not  how  foon  our  living 
time  may  ceafe  ?  David  ferved  his  own  generation  by 
the  will  of  God ,  A&sxiii.  36.  L<ave  not  your  foul- 
concerns  or  your  temporal  affairs  at  peradventures, 
when  even  in  the  midft  of  life  you  are  in  death. 
To  Jet  your  houfe  in  order ,  is  a  necefLry  duty,  more 
efpecially  becoming  the  chriftian,  who  fees  death  as 
his  in  Chrift  Jefus.  If  you  die  daily,  let  this  in¬ 
fluence  every  aftion  you  are  employed  about  in 
life;  own  God  in  all  things,  and  endeavour  that  all 
may  be  at  peace  below  when  you  are  entered  into 
reft  above  ;  be  ready  to  go,  though  your  mafter 
fhould  prefently  call. 

Rem.  6.  Learn  hence  the  excellency  and  fweet- 
nefs  of  the  chriftian’s  life.  Intereft  in  Chrift  makes 
life  pleafint,  and  death  joyful.  All  things  are  well 
with  him  that  has  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord 
jefus  Chrift.  Such  an  one  lives  above  in  heaven, 
while  he  is  f  journing  here  on  earth;  where  hh 
treafure  is  there  his  heart  is,  and  the  Lord  is  his 

portion 
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portion  here  and  hereafter.  His  foul  takes  up  its 
reft  in  him,  and  dwells  at  eale  ,  what  is  natures 
averfion,  grace  delights  in  ;  the  eye  of  faith  fees 
life  in  death,  and  comfort  in  the  midft  of  fears :  It 
looks  beyond  the  veil,  and  enters  even  on  this  fide 
the  grave  into  the  holieft  of  all,  where  Jefus  our 
forerunner  is  for  us  entered ;  we  (hall  be  corning  up 
from  the  wildernefs,  and  haftening  out  of  it,  when 
vve  are  found  leaning  on  our  Beloved ,  looking  to, 
and  carrying  on,  fweet  and  daily  communion  with 
Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord  ;  which  the  Lord  the  Spirit 
enable  us  more  and  more  to  do ! 


\ 
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The  bleflednefs  of  them  that  die  in  the 

Lord. 


Revelation  xiv.  13. 

And  1  heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  faying  unto 
me.  Write,  Biejfed  are  the  dead  which  die 
,  in  the  Lord,  from  henceforth :  Tea,  faith  the 
Spirit,  that  they  may  ref  from  their  labours 3 
and  their  works  do  follow  them. 


AMIDST  all  the  tears,  and  occafionsof  forrow 
which  are  found  upon  earth,  there  is  a  voice 
from  heaven  which  fpeaks  comfort.  Though  fin 
has  brought  death  into  our  world,  Chrift  has  put 
fweetnels  and  a  bleffing  into  death.  We  have  fol¬ 
lowed  the  precious  remains  of  our  dear  deceafed 
brother  to  the  grave  * :  but  let  us  not  in  our  heart 


*  This  Sermon  was  preached  to  the  Church  of  Chrift  at 
Bajlngjloke,  Hants ,  at  the  interment  or  their  worthy  nailor  the 
revet  end  Mr  William  Moth,  Auguft  24,  1744.  '  * 
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and  afteflions  ftay  there  weeping.  The  man  is 
where  the  foul  and  fpirit  is.  Our  God  calls  us  to 
look  upward.  1  am  the  refurreSiion ,  and  the  life , 
is  Chrift’s  prefent  language  to  every  forrowing 
friend.  The  precious  faint,  the  dear  and  faithful 
minifter  and  pallor,  in  whofe  place  I  now  Hand,  is 
with  Chrift.  All  his  prayers,  and  your  prayers  for 
him,  are  now  anfwered.  He  has  done  his  mailer’s 
work,  and  is  entered  into  his  mailer’s  joy.  Shall 
we  weep,  that  he  is  blelfed  ?  and  that  Chrift,  by  a 
voice  from  heaven,  declares  him  fo  ?  Rather  Jet 
us  fee,  and  praife  our  God  for  his  dying  frames, 
and  view,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  the  bleffednefs  ol 
his  prefent  Hate  :  that  as  our  God  has  been  quicken¬ 
ing  and  improving  the  graces  of  many  of  you  by 
his  life,  you  may  alfo  in  fome  refpedls  be  gainers 
by  his  death.  And  1  heard  a  voice  from  heaven ,  &c. 
_Thefe  words,  taken  in  their  immediate  connec¬ 
tion,  refer  to  the  rage  and  perfection  of  Antichrift, 
again  ft  the  true  church  and  people  of  God.  Though 
her  fall  and  punilhment  is  fpoken  of  here,  as  to  the 
nature  of  it,  ver,  io,  1 1.  the  time  of  it  Ihould  not 
be  till  hereafter.  Chap,  xviii.  i.  Babylon's  reign  is 
to  be  long,  though  her  deftruftion  lhall  be  certain 
and  fudden.  To  fome  extraordinary  feafon  of  cor¬ 
ruption  and  perfection  in  the  churches  thefe  words 
relate,  b  caufe  of  the  verfe  which  goes  immediately 
before*,  verfe  12.  Biers  is  the  patience  of  the  faints . 
here  are  they  which  keep  the  commandments  of  God , 
and  the  faith  of  Jefns :  that  is,  this  k  the  time 
wherein  it  lhall  be  remarkably  tried.  Now  it  lhall 
appear,  who  are  the  chaff,  and  who  are  the  wheat  j 
what  is  drofs,  and  what  is  gold.  Upon  this,  a 
voice  from  heaven  declares  them  bleffed-  that  die  in 
the  Lord ,  from  henceforth  :  Not  as  if  fuch  who  died 
in  Chrift  before  were  not  bleffed  ;  but  to  be  taken 

away  in  a  time  of  fo  great  trial,  was  a  Angular  and 
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fpecial  mercy  ;  becaufe  there  was  an  end  of  their 
grievous  and  intolerable  labours  and  fufferings 
for  the  caufe  of  Chrift  ;  the  enemy  Ihould  vex,  tor¬ 
ture,  and  opprefs  no  more  ;  and  their  works,  that 
is,  the  fruit  of  their  patience  here  upon  earth,  Ihould 
be  lefc  behind,  and  follow  them,  as  harveft  does 
feed-time.  There  Ihould  be  a  fucceffion  of  con¬ 
verts  to  Chrift,  through  their  fufferings.  Hence 
to  die  in  the  Lord  is  fuppofed,  by  many,  to  im¬ 
port  chiefly,  to  die  far  the  Lord,  as  the  prepofition 
is  often  ufed  •,  or,  to  die  in  the  Lord’s  caufe  •,  not 
as  chriftians,  but  as  martyrs.  This  voice  John  is 
commanded  to  write,  that  it  might  be  of  ftanding 
ufe  and  comfort  to  the  church  in  all  ages :  And 
the  Spirit,  (as  a  Spirit  of  prophecy)  who  forefaw 
all  events  in  their  caufes,  circumftances,  and  effeds, 
adds  his  teftimony  to  this  voice  from  heaven  5  '■Tea, 
faith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  reft  from  their  labours ; 
and  their  works  do  follow  them.  This  fee  ms  to  be 
the  true  fenfe  of  the  text,  but  not  the  only  one. 
There  is  a  dying  in  Chrift,  when  there  is  not,  in  a 
way  of  martyrdom,  a  dying  for  him.  Even  the 
bleffednefs  of  martyrs  lies  not  fo  much  in  their 
fufferings  for  Chrift ,  as  their  dying  in  covenant-relation 
to  him.  And  where  is  the  faint,  that  does  not  find 
this  life  a  warfare,  a  painful  and  wearifome  eftate  ? 
fo  that  when  he  dies  in  Chrift,  he  r efts  from  his  la¬ 
bours,  and  his  works  follow  him.  Therefore,  in  far¬ 
ther  difcourfing  on  the  words,  as  Godihall  help,  I 
would  do  three  things.  As, 


I.  Inquire  what  it  is  to  die  in  the  Lord-,  for  fuch 

are  the  dead,  to  whom  a  promife  of  bleffednefs 
belongs. , 

II.  Shew  what  is  that  bleflednefs  which  belongs 
to  the  dead  that  die  in  Chrift. 


III.  Why 


E  e  2 


I 
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III.  Why  are  thofe  dead,  who  die  in  the  Lord , 
blefted  from  henceforth.  And  fo  apply. 

% 

I.  What  it  is  for  any  one  to  die  in  the  Lord  ? 

1.  It  is  to  die  in  a  date  of  union  toChrift’s  perfon. 
Every  true  believer  is  a  partakerof  Chrift,  Heb. iii  14. 
In  the  eye  of  the  law,  Chrift  and  he  are  one.  There¬ 
fore  we  read  not  of  feeds,  as  of  many  ;  but  as  of 
one,  and  to  thy  feed ,  which  is  Chrift,  Gal.  iii.  16. 
God  looks  upon  every  believing  finner,  who  is  in 
Chrift,  as  a  part  of  Chrift ;  a  member  of  Chrift  ; 
and  as  fuch,  deals  out  to  him  all  the  promifes  of 
the  covenant,  according  as  his  needs  are.  The  life 
of  Chrift  dwells  in  him,  becaufe  he  is  taken  under 
Chrift’s  covenant,  and  is  in  a  ftate  of  union  to  his 
perfon.  This  union  death  itfelf  cannot  diffolve. 
He  that  hath  the  Son  (it  may  always  be  faid)  hath 
life ,  x  John  v.  12.  Death,  though  it  changes  worlds, 
does  not  change  dates.  If  once  in  Chrift,  thou  art 
ever  fo.  God  calls  himfelf  the  God  of  Abraham , 
many  hundred  years  after  his  body  was  crumbled 
into  duft.  Living  and  dying,  believers  are  the 
Lord’s  ;  yea  their  very  bodies  continue  united  to 
Chrift,  and  fweetly  reft  in  their  graves,  waiting  his 
call  at  the  great  refurredtion  day.  This  is  the 
meaning  of  Job1  s  words,  chap.  xiv.  15*  Thou  fhalt 
call,  and  1  will  anfwer  thee.  For  if  we  believe  that 
Jefus  died ,  and  rofe  again,  even  fo  them  alfo  which 
Jleep  m  fejits ,  will  Cod  bring  witv  him ,  1  T  h e ill  iv,  14* 
Godly  men  die  not  as  others  do:  a  wicked  man’s 
hopes  and  his  life  go  together  ;  but  in  dying  the 
believer  lives.  To  die  in  Chrift,  is  to  die  in  a  ftate 

of  union  to  Chrift’s  perfon. 

2,  It  is  to  die  in  a  proteftion  of  his  faith,  Sill 
thefe  died  in  faith ,  Heb.  xi.  13.  Faith  is  the  laft 
grace  afted  by  a  dying  faint.  It  is  this  which  an¬ 
chors  his  fpirit,  and  fupports  his  hopes  5  bccaule  it 
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fhevvs  him  a  faithful  Chrift,  and  a  piefent  God, 
It  is  not  the  lot  of  every  believer  in  Chrift,  to  die 
triumphant  j  iometimes  tbe  cioucis  rile  thickeft 
about  the  T  ints,  when  they  are  neaieft  C anaan  . 
Who  can  tell  what  the  fwelhngs  of  Jordan  are,  that 
has  no-  puffed  them  ?  But  every  child  of  God  dies 
dependent.  Oh  !  he  bears  up  himfelf  on  evcrlafting 
righre  ufnefs,  and  an  everlafting  covenant.  He 
can  venture  his  ioul  and  his  falvation  upon  that 
record,  that  God  has  given  of  his  Son,  1  Tim.  i.  15. 
This  is  a  faithful  faying ,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation , 
that  Jefus  Chrift  came  into  the  world  to  fave  fmners, 
the  chief  of  [inner s  *,  though  he  cannot,  through  pre- 
fent  darknefs,  fay,  1  am  of  the  number  of  thefe 
faved  ones.  He  believes,  for  himlelf,  his  feed,  and 
the  dear  church  of  Chrift,  which  js  left  behind  ; 
not  from  any  prefent  fenle  he  has  by  way  of  enjoy¬ 
ment  ;  but  purely  on  the  word  of  a  God,  that  can¬ 
not  lie.  Such  as  die  in  faith,  die  in  Chrift.  Why  ? 
Becaufe  faith  lifts  up  the  foul  to  Chrift,  and  fixes 
it  on  him,  when  it  does,  in  a  way  of  fenfible  mani- 
feftation  and  enjoyment,  reveal  Chrift  to  the  foul. 
To  die  preferring  faith  in  Chrift,  is  to  die  in  the 
Lord. 

3.  To  die  in  the  Lord,  is  to  die  in  obedience  to 
Chrift’s  will.  He  is  thy  Lord,  and  worfhip  thou  him , 
is  a  command  which  runs  through  life  and  death. 

I  own  it,  this  is  rather  to  die  to  the  Lord  than  to 
die  in  him  •,  yet  it  is  the  character  of  thofe  bleffed 
ones,  who  are  faid,  in  my  text,  to  have  died  in  the 
Lord.  Ver.  12.  Here  is  the  patience  of  the  faints , 
here  are  they  that  keep  the  commandments  of  God ,  and 
the  faith  of  Jefus.  They  died  at  Chrift’s  call,  and 
in  obedience  to  his  will.  A  believer,  with  good 
old  Simeon*  afks  leave  to  die,  as  well  as  to  live  ; 
LukeW.  20.  Lord ,  now  letteft  thou  thy  fervant  de¬ 
part  in  peace  according  to  thy  word.  It  is  true,  this 
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world  is  a  poor  empty  thing  to  one  that  has  Chrift 
in  his  arms  and  falvadon  in  his  eye.  After  fuch 
a  fight  we  may  well  be  content  to  have  our  eyes 
doled.  But  a  believer’s  defires  are  regulated  not 
*.  by  his  own  affedtions  or  joys :  No ;  but  by  God’s 
will.  Perhaps  Chrift’s  caufe  is  to  gain  more  by  thy 
pains  and  forrows  in  thy  fiefh,  than  ever  it  did  by 
thy  praifeS,  when  moft  in  the  fpirit.  Thou  art  but 
a  fervant,  though  made  ruler  over  all ;  allow  thy 
mafh  r  therefore,  to  fet  thee  what  work  he  pleafes. 
Gur  times  are  in  his  hands,  who  is  lord  of  our  lives, 
and  of  all  our  fervice.  it  is  a  great  thing  to  give 
God’s  decree  its  full  fcope  and  time  with  refpedt 
to  our  perfons,  our  fufferings,  friends,  and  frames. 
There  are  feafons,  wherein  the  beft  of  faints  are 
ready  to  make  hade.  To  die  in  obedience  to  our 
Lord’s  will !  The  world  cannot  do  fo,  it  is  a  dread¬ 
ful  mujl  with  them.  Nature  cannot  do  it :  that  is 
either  too  forward,  or  elfe  it  hangs  behind  :  but 
grace  is  ready  to  itay,  and  fuffer;  or  to  depart,  and 
be  with  Chrift,  as  the  Lord  himfelf  pleafes.  To 
die  in  Chrift,  is  to  die  in  obedience  to  Chrift’s  will. 

4.  To  die  in  Chrift,  is  to  die  in  the  exercife  of 
thole  graces,  which  Chrift  added  when  dying.  In 
Chrift:  there  is  grace  of  every  kind.  There  are  do¬ 
ing  and  fuffering  graces*,  there  are  living  gracesx  and 
dying  graces :  when  a  faint  exercifes  thefe  graces,  by 
virtue  of  his  union  to  Chrift,  in  the  ftrength  of 
Chrift,  and  after  the  example  of  Chrift,  he  may  be 
faid  to  live,  and  to  die  in  the  Lord.  A  believer’s 
ftrength,  his  faith,  his  patience,  and  refignation  in 
a  dying  hour,  are  all  in  Chrift.  He  is  nothing  in 
himfelf,  with  all  his  light,  comfort,  and  joy  un- 
fpeakable,  any  more  dying  than  living.  Therefore 
our  Beloved  is  pleafed  often  to  hide  himfelf  behind 
the  myrtle-trees  irt  the  bottom  ;  though  nigh  to  us, 
he  is  unfeen  by  us,  Zech,  i.  8.  And  he  is  pleafed 
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to  do  thus,  after  fignal  manifeftations  of  his  pre- 
fence,  that  we  may  learn  to  glory  only  in  the  Lord* 
Chrift  is  a  believer’s  life,  in  doing  and  in  dying* 
But  how  did  Chrift  die  ?  Calling  upon  God  as  his 
Father.  Our  blefled  Lord  died  praying,  Luke  xxiii.46. 
Lather ,•  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  fpirit,  He  owns 
covenant  relation  with  his  laft  breath,  and  dies 
yielding  up  himfelf  into  his  hands,  whofe  work  lie 
came  into  the  world  to  finifh  ;  his  laft  work  as  man 
and  as  mediator,  was  to  give  up  himfelf  into  the 
hands  of  his  Father  and  his  God.  Blefted  dying  ! 
when  all  the  tendencies  and  motions  of  a  believer's 
fpirit  are  towards  Chrift,  who  is  the  great  center  of 
his  foul,  and  his  only  reft !  When  he  breaches  the 
breath  of  heaven,  and  begins  the  work  of  heaven, 
before  life  ends  ?  When  he  exerts  his  laft  ftrength 
in  laying  hold  on  the  covenant,  and  with  a  quiver¬ 
ing  dying  breath,  can  fay,  “  Into  thy  hands  I  com * 
66  mend  my  fpirit ,  thou  haft  redeemed  me ,  O  Lord 
^  God  of  truth?'  There  is  no  looking  with  comfort 
beyond  time,  if  there  be  not  firft  a  looking  to  that 
redemption  which  was  obtained  by  a  crucified  Chrifl: 
in  time.  So  much  for  the  firft  general. 

\  } 

II.  I  am  to  confider  the  blefiednefs  which  belongs 
to  the  dead,  who  die  in  the  Lord. 

Our  text  defcribes  it  under  two  great  branches. 
As, 

Firft,  They  reft  from  their  labours. 

Secondly,  •  Their  works  do  follow  them. 

Refting  from  their  labours  implies  in  it, 

1.  Their  being  freed  for  ever  from  the  forrqws, 
pains,  and  toils  of  life.  The  word  iignifies  fore 
labour,  fuch  as  wears  away  a  man’s  fpirits,  and 
drinks  up  his  very  moifture;  this  prefent  evil  world 
at  the  belt.  The  Spirit  fpeaks  of  the  life  which  now 
is.  Gal,  i.  4.  Evil  of  affli&ion  (though  not  of  punilli- 
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ment  and  wrath)  we  are  all  expofed  to  here ;  and 
to  make  heaven  fweet  at  laft,  our  lift  is  little  more 
than  a  fucceffion  of  difappointments.  From  wilder- 
nels  to  wildernefs  we  are  going,  till  we  get  to  Ca - 
naan.  Believer,  thou  mayft  change  thy  forrows 
and  afflictions  often,  as  thou  art  palling  through 
vaca  s  vale  ;  but  thou  never  wholly  reft  eft  from 
them.  Every  new  ftate,  circumftance  and  condition 

!n  lie’  ^ias  :is  cro^s  5  labour  and  travail  attends 
rc :  God  will  have  thee  taffe  the  fruit  of  Adam's  fin, 

though,  as  unitea  to  Chriit,  thou  art  perfect! y  freed 
from  his  curje.  What  were  the  racking  pains  and  an- 
guifh  that  body  endured,  which  now  fleeps  in  Jefius, 
our  God  only  knows,  who  appointed,  ordered,  and 
fweetened  all  :  and  what  was  the  patience  and  re- 
f  gnat  ion  of  f jo  1 1 1  c  with  which  they  were  born  ;  So 
fvveet,  fo  fubmiffive,  fo  yielding  to  God  was  his 
foul ;  fo  wholly  wrapt  up  in  his  Fathers  will,  that 
he  feemed  already  to  have  refled  from  his  labours, 
while  he  yet  endured  them.  But  now  his  reft  is 
fully  come,  and  he  is  in  his  Father’s  houfe,  his  arms, 
his  bofom  ;  where  there  fhali  be  no  more  death] 
neither  forrow,  nor  crying,  neither  fhali  there  be 
any  more  pain,  Rev.  xxi.  5.  Write,  Bleffld  are  the 
dead  that  die  in  the  Lord,  for  they  reft  from  all  out¬ 
ward  affliction,  forrow,  and  pain. 

2.  They  reft  from  the  being  and  in-dwelling  of 
fin.  In  its  guilt,  it  can  no  more  depreis  and  wound  ; 
in  us  aoherency  and  fEin,  it  can  never  further 
grieve.  That  fountain  of  corruption,  original  fin, 
which  is  the  very  Egypt  of  their  louls  (as  Dr.  Owen 
calls  it)  ftial!  be  perft&ly  dried  up  ;  and  they  fhali 
never  think  a  vain  thought,  never  fpeak  an  idle 
word  more.  The  beft,  the  wifeft,  the  holieft  faint, 
is  labouring  and  reftlefs  in  this  prefent  life,  becaufe 
of  this.  The  Apoftle  Paul  himftlf,  though  he  had 
been  rapt  up  to  the  third  heavens,  what  a  deep 
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figh  does  he  fetch,  when  looking  into  the  plague  of 
his  ow  n  heart  ?  0  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who 
frail  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  !  Rom. 
vii.  25.  It  is  otherwife  above;  in  heaven,  with 
Chrift,  the  faints  are  not  only  freed  from  adual  fin, 
(as  Adam  was  in  his  innocent  ftate)  but  from  all 
poffibility  of  finning  :  And  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men 
made  perfeS,  Heb.  xii.  24.  There  is  nothing  im- 
perfedt,  nothing  wanting  in  their  obedience  and 
graces ;  nor  can  any  fin  enter  more,  as  often  here 
it  has  done,  by  their  imaginations,  or  by  their  fenfes. 
They  reft  from  the  being  of  fin. 

3.  The  dead  in  the  Lord  are  bleffed,  as  they  are 
at  reft  for  ever  from  the  affaults  of  Satan.  Thefe 
are  common  topics  but  fweet  ones.  The  adver- 
fary  Satan  came  againft  Chrift,  to  intimidate  and 
affright  him  in  his  Taft  hours,  John  xiii.  30.  though 
he  had  nothing  of  his  own  in  him  :  And  often  the 
faints  follow  their  Saviour  to  heaven,  through  the 
fame  way  of  fufferings.  It  is  awful  feeing  of  fin 
through  the  devil’s  glafs ;  becaufe  he  always  conceals 
Chrift,  and  that  redemption  which  is  through  his 
blood.  But  though  Satan  affrights  thee  now,  thou 
fhalt  overcome  him  loon.  No  hiffing  ferpent  can 
come  into  the  paradife  above.  We  are  then  beyond 
the  liens  dens,  and  mountains  cf  leopards.  When 
thou  dieft  to  time,  thou  entereft  into  thy  reft.  All 
labour  and  contention  with  felf  and  Satan  fhall  ceafe 
then  for  ever.  It  is  a  fong  begun  on  earth,  which 
is  continued  in  heaven  ;  Rev.  xii.  10.  Now  is  come 
falvation  and  ftrength,  and  the  kingdom  of  cur  God , 
and  the  power  of  bis  Chrift  ;  fer  the  accufer  of  our 
brethren  is  caft  down ,  which  accufed  them  before  our 
God  day  and  night.  They  are  free  from  the  affaults 
of  Satan. 

4.  The  dead  in  the  Lord  are  bleffed,  as  they 
have  everlafting  fatisfa&ion  and  reft,  in  the  vifion 
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of  God,  and  of  the  Lamb.  Here  Chrift  is  faid  to 
be  w>th  there  the  faints  and  followers  of  the 
Lamb  fhall  be  ever  with  him.  So  (hall  we  be  ever 
with  the  Lord,  i  Theft,  iv.  17.  Free  a  believer 
from  whatever  labours  you  will,  he  has  not  reft, 
till  this  vaft  foul  of  his  and  all  its  defires  are  filled 

Believers  fee  God  here  as  he  is  not:  All  their  know¬ 
ledge  of  him  comes  in  by  mere  negatives,  denying 
to  God  what  imperfections  are  found  in  the  crea^ 
ture  :  But  thou  foul,  thaujhalt  fee  him  as  he  is  ■,  not 
by  reflection,  comparifon,  negation,  as  thou  doft 
here,  but  by  intuition,  face  to  face,  without  one  in- 
terpofing  cloud,  for  ever.  There  can  be  no  fatif- 
faCtion  without p  rfeCt  vifion  and  enjoyment.  Hence 
the  believer,  when  he  is  leaving  ordinances,  frames, 
and  friends,  may  juftly  take  his  farewel  of  them  in 
the  Pfalmift  s  words,  Pfal.  cxvi.  7.  Return  unto  thy 
reft,  O  my  foul.  We  are  aiming  at  reft,  but  it  is 
unattained,  till  we  are  with  Chrift.  I  fhall  be  fatif, 
fted  when  1  awake  with  thy  likenefs ,  Pfal.  xvii.  15. 

So  much  for  the  firft  branch  of  that  bleffednefs, 
which  attends  fuch  as  die  in  the  Lord.  The  fecond 
is,  that  their  works  do  follow  them.  Either, 

1.  There  are  fome  works  which  the  faints  leave 
behind  them  on  earth,  to  mellow  and  ripen,  when 
themfelves  reft  from  their  labours.  Every  prayer 
of  fkitn  fhall  have  its  anfwer  when  thele  poor,  vile 
bodies  of  ours  lie  rotting  in  the  grave.  Faithful 
martyrs  fee  the  fted  which  was  fown  by  their  blood, 
and  faithful  minifters  the  leals  which  God  added  to 
their  miniftry,  long  after  they  have  entered  into 
their  reft.  Many  a  foul  will  own  fuch  hereafter  for 
fathers,  whom  they  were  altogether  ignorant  of  in 
tnis  life  as  children.  Lhefe  where  had  they  been,  will 
be  a  blefted  furprife  to  many  a  faithful  minifter  at 
the  last  day,  who  has  feen  but  a  little  fruit  of  his 
labour  here.  God's  word  faithfully  difpenfed,  is  a 

fruit-; 
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fruit-bearing  feed,  though  it  may  lie  long  under 
the  clods.  Often  the  enduring  patience  and  tri¬ 
umphant  deaths  of  godly  pallors,  are  the  very 
means  of  effecting  what  their  hearts  were  molt  in¬ 
tent  upon  in  life ;  the  redeemer’s  glory  and  the 
good  and  increafe  of  the  church  to  which  they 

Hood  related. 

Many  of  the  fruits  of  your  pallor  s  prayers  went 
before  him ;  his  children  went  fir  ft.  But  God  is 
faithful:  Ply  the  throne  of  grace  hard,  that  you 
may  fee  his  works  alfo  following  him.  God  did 
not  try  him  fo  long,  and  fo  forely  for  nothing.  The 
fruits  of  the  faints  labours  are  left  behind  them  to 

ripen.  Or,  . ,  c 

2.  Their  works  follow  them,  as  evidences  ot 

their  right  to  Chrilt,  and  interelt  in  him,  at  the 
laft  day. 

There  is  a  right  of  title  which  the  faints  have  to 
glory,  and  a  right  of  evidence.  The  righteoufneis 
of  Chrill  alone  gives  the  right  of  title  •,  Rev.  vii. 
14,  15.  Tbefe  are  they  which  came  out  of  great  tri¬ 
bulation,  and  have  wafhed  their  robes,  and  made  them 
white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  •,  therefore  they  are  be¬ 
fore  the  throne  of  God.  But  the  graces  of  the  Spirit 
o-ive  a  right  of  evidence.  Hence  in  the  laft  day 
you  hear  Chrill  faying,  Receive  the  kingdom  prepared 
for  you  :  For  I  was  an  hungry,  and  ye  gave  me  meat , 
Matth.  xxv.  34.  The  for  is  demonflrative,  not 
caufal.  The  good  works  of  the  faints  lhall  be  pro¬ 
duced,  not  as  caufes,  or  conditions  of  their  falva- 
tion,  but  as  evidences  of  their  right  to  it,  and  their 
meetnefs  for  it.  God  will  have  it  known  to  all  the 
world,  that  his  judgment  is  according  to  truth  *, 
therefore  his  heaven  fnall  be  bellowed  upon  none  but 
fuch  as  are  holy,  whofe  character  and  frame  fuits 
with  the  place  to  which  they  have  a  title.  This  is 
another  fenfe,  in  which  it  may  be  fiid,  of  fuch  as 

» ,  S  *  It 
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die  in  the  Lord ,  that  their  works  do  follow  them. 
1  his  leads  to  confider, 

III.  Why  the  dead,  who  die,  in  the  Lord ,  are  faid 
to  be  bleffed from  henceforth.  And, 

i.  Recaule  hereby  they  are  prefer ved  effectually, 
from  the  corruptions  of  the  times  and  places  where’ 
they  lived.  It  is  a  great  and  bleffed  truth,  that  a 
believer’s  foul  is  in  paradife,  before  his  body  is  in 
the  grave ;  that  as  foon  as  his  eyes  are  clofed  upon 
earth,  they  are  opened  in  glory  :  Heaven  is  to  be 
confidered  by  us,  as  a  ftate,  and  not  merely  as  a 
place  But  this  is  not  the  immediate  fenfe  of  the 
text ;  it  fpeaks  greater  things  than  this  with  refpedc 
to  the  faints  reft.  As  a  fpecial  token  of  their  fa- 
i  ther’s  love,  our  God  is  pleafed  to  take  them  from 
amidft  thofe  pollutions,  which  taint  and  defileothers. 
Vile  principles  and  ungodly  pra&ices  (with  which 
the  age  abounds)  God  takes  them  away  from  both  ; 
no  longer  fhali  Satan  tempt,  nor  men  enfnare. 
Alas  !  what  are  the  beft  of  men,  when  left  to  their 
own  fpirits!  David’ s  firft  days  were  his  beft  :  He 
was  the  man  after  God’s  own  heart.  Hezekiah ,  that 
zealous  and  fticcefsful  reformer,  foon  grew  proud 
after  healing  mercy.  Peter,  who  would  lay  down 
his  life  fooner  than  leave  his  Lord,  denies  him  with 
an  oath.  Many  that  were  once  zealous  for  the  faith, 
have  grown  lukewarm  and  carelefs  at  the  end  of 
life.  Bleffed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord , 
from  henceforth  they  are  freed  from  all  thefe  temp¬ 
tations. 

2.  They  are  bleffed  from  henceforth,  becaufethey 
are  delivered  from  thofe  vexations  of  heart  which  at¬ 
tend  evil,  backfliding  and  degenerate  times.  It  is 
faid  of  Let ,  that  his  righteous  foul  was  vexed  from 
day  to  day,  with  the  vile  abominations  of  the  place 
wherein  he  lived,  2  Pet .  ii.  8.  Clofe  walkers  with 

God, 


Ser.  XXXIV.  that  die  in  the  Lord.  445 

God,  Elijah- like,  are  Very  jealous  for  him,  1  Kings 
xix.  10.  they  cannot  bear  to  fee  his name  difho- 
noured,  his  ordinances  flighted,  his  fabbaths  pro¬ 
faned  •  and  it  may  be,  all  by  fuch  as  call  themlelves 
profelfors,  and  think  it  hard  they  fliould  not  be 
efteemed  believers.  A  tender  heart  grieves,  and 
mourns  in  fecret  for  Zion's  fins.  We  that  are  left 
behind  live  in  a  dark  and  dying  time,  with  refpecf 
to  the  precious  truths  of  God,  and  the  life  and 
power  of  vitai  godlinefs  in  the  fouls  of  men.  While 
iome  are  ftealing  away  all  the  honours  of  the  re¬ 
deemer’s  name  ;  his  friends  are  falling  out  by  the 
way,  as  if  religion  lay  in  vilifying  one  another’s 
characters,  and  expofing  leffer  flips  and  inadver¬ 
tencies  to  a  profane  and  ungodly  world.  Reft  on, 
bleffed  foul !  reft  from  thy  labours;  thy  God  has 
taken  thee  to  better  company,  to  better  and  more 
glorious  work.  JBlofflcd  arc  the  dead  that  ate  in  the 
Lord .  And,  / 

3.  Such  are  bleffed  that  die  in  the  Lord,  from 
henceforth  ;  becaufe  they  are  freed  from  the  afflic¬ 
tions  which  attend  evil  times.  God  gathers  his 
jewels,  and  houfes  his  faints,  before  wrath  breaks 
forth  upon  a  God- provoking  people.  Wo  to  the 
old  world,  when  Noah  enters  into  the  ark  ;  wo  to 
Sodom ,  when  Lot  goes  out  of  it ;  the  next  news  we 
hear,  is  that  the  Lord  rained  fire  and  brimftone 
from  heaven,  and  confumed  it,  and  all  the  cities  of 
the  plain  ;  Gen .  xix.  25.  “  Impending,  feared, 

temporal  punifhments,  (faid  my  dear  brother,  in 
44  fome  clofe  converfe  I  had  lately  with  him)  God 
hath,  in  meafure,  delivered  this  nation  from. 
“  But  we  are  left,  we  are  left  to  fpiritua!  judgments, 
<c  which  of  all  others  are  the  foreft  judgments.’’ 
The  miry  places  and  the  marfhes  where  the  wa¬ 
ters  of  the  fanciuary  come,  and  they  are  not  healed 
by  them  :  Thefe  (hall  not  be  healed,  they,  lliall  be 
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given  to  fait.  O !  it  is  dreadful  when  God  writes> 
Never  let  the  gofpel  come  to  that  place  ;  never  he 
fruit  grow  upon  that  people,  upon  that  foul  more ! 
B Idled,  bleffed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord ,  from 
henceforth  fiich  trials  fhall  no  more  afflidt  or  afxedf 
them  for  ever.  The  ufes  follow.  As, 

i  •  If  the  dead  in  Cnrift  are  thus  blefied,  how  mi- 
ferable  muft  their  eftate  be,  who  die  out  of  Chrift, 
in  a  ftate  of  reparation  from  him  r  Who  know  no* 
thing  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  but  by  the  hearing  of  the 
ear.  A  foul  that  is  difunited  to  Chrift,  lies'open  to 
■  i  danger  j  tire  wrath  or  God  abideth  on  him. 
Man  !  as  long  as  thou  art  under  the  law ,  thou  art 
under  the  citrfe ;  thy  milery  ariies  from  thy  ftate. 
T  hou  art  in  fin ;  a  firanger  to  the  covenants  of 
: fromfe ;  therefore  without  Chrift,  and  without 
hope.  Till  there  be  a  change  of  covenant,  there 
can  be  no  change  of  ftate.  If  thou  haft  no  Chrift 
to  appear  for  thee,  fin  lies  at  the  door :  Thou  muft 
wreftie  it  out  with  the  wrath  of  God  in  thy  own 
per  Ion.  Not  a  drop  or  Chnft’s  blood  fhall  go  to 
take  oft  one  fin,  or  one  torment  from  thee  for 
ever. 

2.  Are  they  bleffed  that  die  in  the  Lord,  then- 
who  that  is  united  to  Chrift,  would  be  afraid  of 
dying !  It  is  a  new  way  thou  pafieft  through  to 
thy  father’s  houfe  as  they  faid  of  old,  we  have  not 
faffed  it  before •,  but  it  is  a  fafe  one.  Thou  dieft  in 
the  Lord,  and  to  him.  Be  comforted,  believers, 
the  ark  of  the  covenant  (hews  you  the  way.  Chrift 
will  be  with  you  dying.  In  the  midft  of  Jordan  his 
ftaff  fhall  fupport  you :  His  power  2nd  g-ace  will 
keep  back  the  waves  from  overwhelming  you. 
Biffed  art  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord*  Their 
Jefus  is  in  heaven,  waiting  their  arrival  there,  and 
he  will  welcome  them  to  everlafting  blifs,  and  to 
the  mountains  of  fpices. 

3.  Arc 
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3.  Are  they  blefled  that  die  in  the  Lord,  from 
henceforth?  then  may  we  not  from  henceforth,  take 
up  a  lamentation  againft  ourfelves,  who  are  left  be¬ 
hind  ?  Death  is  a  lofs  to  us,  though  a  gain  to  them. 
T  hey  die  in  a  time  of  corruption,  affli&ion,  and 
temptation :  That  is  the  time  when  we  molt  need 
their  lives,  their  dodtrine,  and  example,  their 
prayers,  and  their  tears.  When  Elijah  dies,  his 
i'ucceffor,  though  he  faw  him  afcend  in  triumph  to 
glory,  yet  cries  out,  “  My  father,  my  father,  the 
“  chariots  of  Ifrael ,  and  the  horfemen  thereof.” 
q.  d.  All  the  ftrength  of  Ifrael  is  going,  now  thou 
art  gone.  Saints  eminent  in  their  day  and  genera¬ 
tion,  for  our  God,  and  religion,  are  the  fait,  the 
light,  the  pillars  of  the  earth.  It  is  for  their  fakes 
the  earth  ftands.  Let  me  alone,  fays  God  to  Mofes, 
when  he  flood  in  the  gap,  on  behalf  of  finning  Ifrael : 
But  when  Mofes ,  God’s  favourite,  is  gone,  who 
fhall  ftrive  with  him  for  a  backfliding  nation  !  Our 
God  does  not  forbid  our  weeping,  when  fuch  great 
ftrokes  come -,  the  children  of  Ifrael  wept  for  Mofes , 
in  the  plains  of  Moab ,  forty  days.  It  would  be 
.  ftupidity,  notfubmiffion,  to  dootherwife.  Know  ye 
not,  that  a  prince,  and  a  great  man  is  fallen  this  day  in 
Ifrael?  Such  was  your  dear  and  beloved  paftor,  whofe 
place  I  now  fill.  Gofpel  doftrines  in  their  relation 
to  Chrift’s  perfon,  and  the  immediate  influence  they 
have  upon  all  practical  godlinefs,  were  the  conftant 
drift  of  his  preaching :  And  ye  are  witnefles,  and 
God  alfo,  how  holy ,  and  juftly ,  and  unblameably 
he  behaved  himfelf  amongft  the  church,  and  all 
men.  He  was  a  living  preacher  *,  a  burning  and 
fhining  light.  His  fermons  were  firft  preached  to 
his  own  heart,  and  then  wrought  into  his  life.  Such 
as  heard  and  converfed  with  him,  either  by  word, 
or  by  letter,  could  not  but  take  knowledge  of  him , 
from  time  to  time,  that  he  had  been  with  Jefus. 

The 
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The  feed  which  he  has  fown,  by  the  Spirit’s  help 
amongft  you,  was  fteeped  in  prayer  firft,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  with  prayer  after.  And  Jou  know  how  he 
exhorted,  and  comforted,  and  charged  every  one  of 
you,  as  a  father  doth  his  children,  that  ye  would 
•walk  ‘worthy  of  God ,  who  hath  called  you.  unto  his 
kingdom  and  glory.  A  wife  and  holy  God  was 
plealed  to  try  him  many  ways ;  but  from  the  mount 
of  trials  and  ftraits,  he  always  came  down  with  his 
face  fhining,  though,  with  Mofes,  he  did  not  fee  it  ' 
himfelf.  Your  fouls  were  often  lifted  up  by  the 
calling  down  of  his.  That  long  and  uncommon 
trial  of  his  faith  and  patience,  which  at  laft  put  an 
end  to  his  life,  you  all  know,  and  how  he  juftified 
God  through  every  part  of  it.  When  I  was  laft 
with  him,  I  afked  him  how  his  frame  flood  God- 
ward, ,  when  nature  was  racked  and  torn  aiunder 
with  ftrong  pain  :  His  anfwer  was,  “  I  never  faid, 

01  thought  (to  my  knowledge,)  any  thing  more 
“  than,  thou  God  art  holy.  1  have  deferved  more 
*c  than  this  from  the  hand  of  God  in  the  prefent 
“  life.”  An  holy  God  did,. indeed,  towards  the 
clofe  of  life,  draw  a  veil  over  thole  fweet  afiurances, 
and  pleafant  tokens  he  had  once  given  him  of  union 
to  Chrift  and  interefl  in  him  :  Yet  in  his  darkeft 
hours  this  was  his  language,  “  I  can  go  into  eter- 
“  nity,  and  appear  before  God,  leaning  on  a  perfect 
“  righteoufnefs  and  an  everlafting  covenant.”  But 
a  gracious  covenant  God,  though  he  tries  long,  will 
not  try  always.  The  cloud  brake  fome  days  before 
life  expired,  and  not  a  doubt  or  fear  attended  him 
after.  Not  only  was  he  enabled  comfortably  to  lean 
on  Chrift,  but  to  rejoice  and  triumph  in  him.  To 
one  whom  he  heard  faying,  ‘  He  is  not  like  to  live 
‘  long,  he  is  almoft  gone  he  anfwered,  “  I  do 
“  not  defire  to  live  ;  to  be  with  Chrift  is  far  better. 

“  From  rivers  of  pain  to  oceans  of  glory.  O  !  the 
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<c  riches  of  free  grace  :  I  am  lo  filled,  that  it  is 
««  ready  to  overcome  me  :  Oh !  tafte  and  fee  that 
the  Lord  is  good.  Love  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
all  of  you.”  Being  afked  how  he  did,  when  his 
jaft  moments  drew  on  apace,  he  anfwered,  I  am 
almoft  well.  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  livech. 
The  dodtrines  I  have  preached  are  now  a  com¬ 
fort  to  my  foul.  Be  fure  you  do  not  depart  from 
the  dodrines  you  have  been  taught,  nor  from 
“  the  order,  of  the  church,  and  God  will  take  care 
of  you,  and  I  hope  God  will  provide  for  you. 
Let  young  ones  take  care  they  do  notdefpife  the 
hand  of  the  Lord  :  If  they  do,  God  will  make 
them  fniart  for  it.55  And  having  prayed,  with 
many  tears,  and  great  earneftnefs,  for  this  poor 
afflicted  church  of  Chrift,  being  heard  fir  ft  to  fay* 
Into  thine  hands  1  commit  my  fpirit  \  he  foon  after¬ 
wards  fell  on  fleep.  Such  was  the  man  whofe  lofs 
we  mourn  ;  fuch  the  frame  in  which  he  died*  You 

*  i 

all  know  concerning  him,  that  he  lived  long,  tho? 
he  died  young  :  This  God  has  given  him,  as  a  fpe- 
cial  honour,  that  he  died  without  an  enemy,  and  in 
the  warmeft  love  and  affection  of  every  friend.  Hi3 
name  will  ever  live  in  your  hearts,  to  whom  he 
flood  related  as  paftor,  and  whom  he  loved  as  a 
father  ;  and  as  one  of  whom  the  world  was  not 
worthy,  God  has  removed  him  to  his  upper  houfe, 
where  nothing  filthy  and  unclean  can  enter.  Blefied 
are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord  ;  but  wo  to  us* 
when  God  is  making  fuch  awful  breaches  upon  us ! 
wo  to  them  that  are  left  behind  ! 

4.  Are  the  dead  bleffed  that  die  in  the  Lord  ? 
What  a  reconciling  thought  is  this  to  farrowing; 
friends  and  relations  that  are  to  flay  longer  upon 
the  earth  ?  To  be  with  Chrift  !  is  not  this  what  you 
are  longing  for  yourfeives  ?  O  !  why  fiiould  you 
grudge  it  them  ?  Some  of  you,  by  this  ftroke, 
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have  loft  many  relations  in  one :  A  friend,  a  bro¬ 
ther,  a  nephew,  a  fon,  a  pallor  :  But  your  Jefus 
fuftains  and  is  able  to  fill  k\\  relations.  Do  not  vent 
thole  forrows  upon  your  Ioffes,  that  fhouid  be  fpent 
on  your  fins.  Our  Chriftian  forrows  are  not  accord¬ 
ing  to  our  Chriftian  hopes,  when  our  tears  for  one 
enjoyment  blind  our  eyes  to  all  our  other  mercies. 
Though  Jofeph  is  not ,  and  Simeon  is  not7  Jefus  Chriji 
is  ;  and  he  is  the  fame  y eft er day ,  to*  day ,  and  for  ever • 
Bids  God  you  fee  the  fruit  of  your  tears  and  prayers 
early  *,  and  that  it  has  ripened  fo  foon  into  a  bleffed 
harvdl.  You  have  buried  a  part  of  Chrififs  body, 
and  a  part  of  Chrift’s  fulnefs  ;  Chrift,  as  an  head, 
would  be  incomplete  without  all  his  members.  My 
flefo  alfo  l hall  reft  in  hope .  Reft  is  after  labour,  and 
it  is  to  fit  the  fpirits  for  further  work.  Rejoice, 
one  day  you  (hall  meet  again  ^  meet  and  never  part, 
meet  and  never  fin. 

5.  Do  the  faints  reft  from  their  labours,  and  their 
works  follow  them  ?  Why  fhouid  you  not  then, 
as  a  church  of  Chrift,  hope  in  your  God,  and  your 
Jefus  (till !  When  the  faints  die,  to  us  they  do  not 
die  wholly  ;  the  fruits  of  their  labours,  patience, 
prayers,  and  examples  are  left-behind.  But  though 
your  paftor  is  dead,  your  head  lives.  Chrift,  the 
king  of  faints,  the  prieft  upon  his  throne,  ever 
lives.  Though  he  has  put  out  one  light,  he  can 
let  up  another ;  he  holdeth  the  ftars  in  his  right 
hand.  Mojes  led  the  children  of  Ifrael through  the 
wildernefs ;  but  Joftsua  was  appointed  to  fettle  them 
Us  a  church  in  Canaan.  God  gives  men  of  the  moft 
.  eminent  abilities  their  difmiflion,  at  a  time  when 
the  church  can  leaft  fpare  them,  that  the  dependence 
and  truft  of  the  churches  may  be  wholly  in  himfelf. 
Jofiah  was  cut  off  at  a  time  when  the  reformation 
was  but  beginning  ;  becaufe  the  faints  in  that  day 

built  too  much  upon  him,  called  him  the  breath  of 
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their  noftrils,  and  thought  under  ms  fhadovv  they 
Ihould  live.  We  ufually  break  our  props,  by  lean- 
j p ry  j-qq  hard  upon  them,  God  'ivill  be  ivith  you 
•while  vou  are  voith  him.  i  hink  of  you  1  clear  pa¬ 
llor’s  laft  legacy,  and  dying  command  in  your  fu¬ 
ture  choice  :  Take  care  of  the  dodh'ines  and  the 
order  of  Chrift’s  houfe,  and  he  will  take  care  of 

you. 

6.  Are  they  blejfed  that  die  in  the  T.ord?  But 
how  can  they  expeft  a  blefled  death  that  live  not 
unto  him  !  Forgive  me,  if  here,  in  a  few  words, 
I  addrefs  my  own  confcience,  and  yours,  who  are 
my  brethren,  and  fathers  in  the  miniftry.  For 
whom  do  we  live,  but  for  Chrift,  and  for  fouls  ! 
O  !  let  us  fee  that  we  live  in  him.  This  provi¬ 
dence  calls  us  to  fearch  our  own  hearts  afrefh  ;  to 
look  to  the  beginning  of  our  faith  and  hope. 
Preachers  to  others  may  themf  lves  be  caft  away. 
God  has  fetus  over  others,  as  watchmen,  overfeers, 
and  guides.  But  an  abounding  in  public  work 
will  not  excufe  private  negkds  :  That  food  we  live 
upon,  and  digeft  daily  ourfelves,  will  prove  rood 
nourilhing  and  re fre firing  toother  fouls.  Stewards, 
above  all  men,  ought  to  be  often  looking  over  their 
accounts.  Our  talents  are  Chrift’s,  not  our  own. 
Be  then  faithful  unto  death ,  was  Chrift’s  charge  unto 
Polycarp ,  angel  of  the  church  at  Smyrna.  Wt  live 
in  a  dreadful  day  :  Some  have  made  fliipwreck  of 
faith  ;  others  fpend  all  their  flrength  about  the 
extra-efientials  of  rel  igion  :  Sanftification  and  heart- 
holinefs  is  too  little  regarded  by  all.  Well  may 
we  fay,  blejfed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord. 
But  we  mult  live  to  him,  if  we  defire  to  die  in  him. 
Example  goes  beyond  precept.  I  would  lay  it 
upon  my  own  heart,  henceforward  to  ftudy  the  e 
three  things  more  clofely  than  ever,  Chrift,  my 
own  heart,  and  other  mens  fouls :  And  blejfed  is 
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that  few  ant  whom ,  when  his  Lord  someth,  he  Jhall 
find  fo  doing . 

Lafilly ,  Are  inch  as  die  in  the  Lord 5  blcfTed  hence¬ 
forth  ?  I  hen  let  them  be  henceforth  remembered* 
Remember  them  who  have  fipoken  unto  you  the  word  ofi 
God,  Heb.  xii.  7.  You  cannot  again  have  them 
with  you  ;  but  you  ought  to  call  to  mind  their 
prayers,  exhortations,  and  reproofs,  when  they 
were  among  you.  loung  ones,  remember  con¬ 
cerning  your  dear  minifter,  that  being  dead  he  yet 
'  fipsaketh.  He  is  gone  to  make  his  report  to  God, 
how  his  mef  age  was  received  here  •  and  will  be  a 
witnefs  for,  or  againfi  you,  in  the  laft  day.  Let 
his  laft  text  and  fermon  be  ever  in  your  ears  :  As 
for  Jug h  as  thru  afide  to  their* crooked  ways ,  the  Lord 
Jhall  lead  them  forth  with  the  workers  of  iniquity*  You 
know  with  what  earneftnefs  and  concern  it  was  de¬ 
livered  amongft  you.  Some  of  his  laid  words  were 
to  the  young  ones  of  his  auditory.  Wo  to  you, 
if  you  are  fhut  out  from  that  general  afiembly, 
to  which  he  is  now  united  !  It  is  fad  dying 
Chriftlefs,  from  a  place  where  the  pure  gofpcl  is 
preached.  My  dear  brother  is  free  of  the  blood  of 
all  men  ;  he  has  given  up  his  accounts  with  joy  ;  and 
bleffed  and  holy  are  they ,  who  have  part  in  the  firfi 
rejurreflion  over  fuch  the  fecond  death  Jhall  have  no 
power . 

Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from  falling, 
and  to  prefent  you  faultlefs  before  the  pre fence  of  his 
glory ,  with  exceeding  joy ;  to  the  only  wife  God  and 
Saviour,  be  glory  and  majefty ,  dominion  and  powerf 
vpw  and  ever .  Amen. 
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ADDINGTON’S  Englifh  Greek  Grammar. 

AHein’s  Jof.  Alarm  to  the  Unconverted, 

Arnold’s  Compleat  Pfalmodift. 

_ _  EfTex  Harmony. 

_ _ _  Leicefterfhire  Harmony. 

Aflembly’s  Catechifm,  with  Proofs. 

Afhworth’s  Introduction  to  Pfalmody. 

- -  Collection  of  Anthems. 

The  Adventurer,  4  Vols. 

Bradbury’s  Sermons  againlt  profane  Swearing. 

Burkitt  on  the  New  Feftament,  with  Cuts,  Polio* 

,  Poor  Man’s  Help. 

Boyer’s  French  Dictionary. 

_ _ _  Telemachus,  2  Vols. 

Bailey’s  Englifh  Dictionary. 

Ball  (Nath.)  Rede  Vivendi  Ratio, 

Bragge  on  Church  Difcipline. 

Burgh’s  Art  of  Speaking. 

Barker’s  Sermons.  2  V ols. 

Blanchard’s  Phyfical  Dictionary. 

Beza’s  Latin  Teftament. 

Beveridge’s  Private  Thoughts  and  Kefolutions. 

Barrow’s  Medicinal  Dictionary. 

Biggs’s  Military  Hiflory. 

Ball’s  Sermons. 

Burn’s  Juftice,  3  Vols. 

Benfon’s  Life  of  Chrift,  in  Quarto. 

Cruden’s  Concordance,  in  Quarto. 

Clarke’s  Collection  of  Chriftian  Promifes. 

— — —  Sermons,  1 1  Vols. 

Cole  on  God’s  Sovereignty. 

Cockbourn  of  Sea  Diieales. 

Collection  of  Pfalms  and  Hymns. 

Cheyne’s  Natural  Method  of  curing  Difeafes. 

- -  on  Regimen. 

Communicant’s  Afliftant. 

Chapman’s  Midwifry. 

Calamy’s  Sermons. 

Doddridge’s,  Dr.  Family  Expofitor,  in  Quarto. 

— -  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  Religion  in  the  Soul. 

, _  Life  of  Col.  Gardiner,  flain  at  Prefton-Pans. 

. - - -  LeCtures,  in  Quarto. 

- - *  Hymns. 

* - .  Sermons  and  TraCts. 

- - -  Sermons  to  young  People. 

. - —  On  Education. 

.  —  On  Family  Prayer. 

.  —  On  Regeneration. 

- — —  Principles  of  the  Chriftian  Religion, 
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Doddridge  on  the  Power  and  Grace  of  Chrift. 
Dialogue  againft  the  Sin  of  Lyino-. 

A  Didionary  of  Heraldry,  with  Cuts. 

Evans  Dr.  Sermons  on  the  Chriftian  Temper,  2  Vols. 
Earl,  Dr.  on  the  Sacrament. 

Fawcett  s  Abridgment  of  Baxter’s  Saint’s  Reft,  8vo 
* - -  Life  of  Faith. 


*  ~  Dying  Thoughts. 

*  - On  Slighting  Chrift. 

■ - —  Converfe  with  God  in  Solitude. 

*  - *  Grand  Enquiry. 

Friend’s,  Dr.  Hiftory  of  Phyfick,  4  Vols. 
Flavell’s  Hufbandry  Spiritualized. 

— -  Navigation  Spiritualized, 

Fuller  on  the  Small  Pox. 


Four  Elogies  Defcriptive  and  Moral. 

Friendly  Inftru&or,  2  V  ols  with  Cuts. 

Gibbons’s  Juvenalia,  Poems  on  feveral  Occafions. 

~  Hidden  Life  of  a  Chriftian. 

- - -  On  the  SanCtiiication  of  the  Sabbath. 

~ — - ■  Sermons  on  fundry  Occafions. 

Greene’s  Dialogues  on  Eternal  Life. 

- —  On  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

Gaubius’s  Extemporaneous  Difpenfatory. 

Guyfe’s  Sermons  to  young  People. 

Hervey’s  Meditations  and  Contemplations,  2  Vols. 
Howe’s  Difcourfes  on  the  Love  of  God,  2  Vols. 
Henry’s  Communicant’s  Companion. 

— — •  Folly  of  defpifing  the  Soul. 

Hurrion’s  Sermons  on  Chrift  crucified. 

Heifter’s  Surgery,  in  4U). 

- Anatomy. 

* - -  Practice  of  Phyfick. 

Hill’s  Sermons  on  feveral  Occafions. 

Flatcon’s  Art  of  Gauging. 

Henry  on  the  Bible,  5  Vols.  Folio. 

■ -  On  Prayer. 

A  Hebrew  Grammar,  Hebrew  and  Englifh. 

..Hodges’s  Sermons  on  the  Evidences  of  Chriftianity, 
Hulner’s  Geography. 

Huffey’s  Sermons,  3  Vols. 

Heavenly  Paths. 

Jennings,  Dr.  Sermons  to  young  People. 

* - — ■  Introduction  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Globes. 

Jenks’s  Prayers  for  Families. 

- - -  On  Submiftion  to  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift* 

* — - -  Glorious  Victory  of  Chaftity. 

Kirkpatrick  on  Inoculation. 

KettlewelPs  Company  for  the  Penitent. 

Kimber’s  Hiftory  of  England,  with  Cuts. 

Keifs  Aftronomy. 
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Lardner’s,  Dr,  Credibility  of  the  Gofpel  Hiftory,  17  Vols. 

„ _  Sermons  on  feveral  Occafions. 

Locke’s  Reafonablenefs  of  Chriitianity. 

-  Works,  3  Vols.  Folio. 

.  —  On  Human  Undemanding,  2  Vols. 

Lobb’s,  Dr.  General  Medical  Principles, 

- - On  the  Plague. 

»  ,  -  Compendium  of  the  Pra&ice  of  Phyfick. 

1  ■  -  Defence  of  Revealed  Religion. 

- — -  On  Fevers,  2  Vols. 

■ -  Medicinal  Letters. 

- — .  On  the  Small  Pox. 

-  The  Life  of  Mr.  Philip  Henry. 

Lamotte's  Midwifery. 

Lommius  on  Fevers. 

Life  of  Mr.  Matthew  Henry. 

Mafon’s  LordVDay  Evening  Entertainment.  Containing  cz 
practical  Difcourfes,  in  four  Vols. 

• -  On  Self-Knovyledge,  a  Treatife,  fhewing  the  Nature 

and  Benefit  of  that  important  Science. 

— - . —  Seled  Remains. 


Meditations  on  various  Subjects,  Religious  and  Moral,  in  a  Train 
of  Villons,  adapted  to  young  Perfons. 

Mather  on  the  Types  of  the  Old  Teftamen t,  in  Quarto. 

Moral  Songs  recommended  by  Dr.  Watts. 

Mead’s,  Dr.  Works,  in  Quarto. 

Moral  Sentences  extracted  from  the  belt  Authors. 

Mafon  on  profaic  and  poetic  Numbers  and  Elocution 
Mafon’s  Chriilian  Morals,  2  Vols. 

Nature  Difplayed,  7  Vols.  with  Cuts. 

Nelfon’s  Fealls  and  Falls  of  the  Church  of  England. 

Newman’s  Sermons,  2  Vols. 

New  Syntax  of  the  Latin  Tongue. 

Ogilby’s  Pocket  Book  of  the  Roads. 

Orton’s  3  Difcourfes  on  Eternity. 

Owen’s,  Dr.  Efcol. 


Pike’s  Thoughts  on  thofe  Fhrafes  of  Scripture,  that  afcribe  Affec- 
tmns  and  Paflions  to  the  Deity. 

Pugh’s  Midwifery,  with  1 1  Copper-plates. 

Pope’s  Works,  9  Vols. 

Pearfall’s  Contemplations  on  the  Ocean,  Harvest,  Sickness 
and  laft  Judgment.  NilSS* 

Potter’s  Mathematicks. 


Poems  by  Theodofia,  2  Vols. 

Pomfrett’s  Poems. 

Rowe’s,  Mrs.  Devout  Exercife  of  the  Heart 
Ravenfcroft’s  Pfalm  Tunes. 

Rowe’s,  Mrs.  Works,  2  Vols, 

Life,  2  Vols, 
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Richardfon’s  Familiar  Letters. 

Shower’s  Sacramental  Difcourfes. 

Some’s  two  Sermons  on  the  Methods  to  be  taken  by  Minifters  for 
the  Revival  of  Religion,  and  on  the  Death  of  Mr.  Saunders, 

•  -  Affembly’s  Catechifm  explained. 

Social  Religion  exemplified  in  ten  Dialogues, 

The  Spe&ator,  8  Vols. 

Shaw’s  Practice  of  Phyfic,  2  Vols, 

Swann’s  Britifh  Archite&ure. 

—  -  Deiigns  in  Architecture. 
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te..., - , -  Carpentry. 

Savage  on  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

Trail  on  the  Lord’s  Prayer* 

Tatler,  4  Vols. 

Talbott  on  public  Worfhip. 

Tour  through  Great  Britain,  4  Vols, 

Virtue  the  Source  of  Pleafure. 

Watts’s,  Dr.  Works,  6  Vols.  4to. 

. — —  Sermons,  2  Vols. 

Evangelical  Difcourfes. 

...  On  Church  Government. 

» — —  Difcourfes  on  the  World  to  come,  2  Vols, 

— —  On  the  Ruin  and  Recovery  of  Mankind* 

— —  On  Orthodoxy  and  Charity. 

... - -  Glory  of  Chrift,  as  God-Man, 

- - -  Logick. 

■ _  Improvement  of  the  Mind. 

•— *  Poithumous  Works. 

—  Philofophical  Effays. 

—  Aftronomy  and  Geography. 

-  Pfaims. 

— —  Hymns  and  Spiritual  Songs. 

-  Lyric  Poems. 

-  Mifcellanies  in  Profe  and  Verfe. 

- On  the  Paflions. 

. -  Guide  to  Prayer. 

.  —  Prayers  for  Children. 

»■  —  Scripture  Hifiory. 

-  Catechifms. 

- -  Art  of  Reading  and  Writing.  ^  #  , 

_ _  Humble  Attempt  towards  the  Revival  of  practical  Religion . 

—  Divine  Songs  for  Children. 

Williams’s,  Dr.  Vanity  of  Childhood. 

Watts  on  the  Sabbath. 

Whitbv,  Dr.  on  the  New  Teftament,  2  Vols,  Folio. 
Xenophon’s  Expedition  of  Cyrus,  by  Sir  Harry  Spelman,  2  Vols. 
Young’s  Englilh  and  Latin  Di&ionary. 

*  *  Where  may  be  had  great  Choice  of  Bibles,  Common  Prayer 
*Books,  and  other  Books  in  moll  Arts  and  Sciences,  at  reafon- 

able  Rates,  Wholefale  and  Retale. 
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